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ENGLISH 163: TECHNIQUES OF READING 
 
NAME: _____________________________________________  COURSE: 163 _____ 

          (LAST)   (FIRST) 
 
DEADLINE DATE #1: ____________  DEADLINE DATE #2: ____________ 
 

 
READING A BOOK FOR ENJOYMENT  

 
OBJECTIVE 
Read a book that you enjoy. Your book must be either a work of fiction or a narrative and at least 
100 pages in length. It must not be a book you are reading for this or any other class.  Select a book 
of your own choice that has been approved by your reading instructor. The book may be read at home on 
your own time, but your written responses should be turned in online by 11:59 pm on the due date listed 
on your assignment sheet. 
 
 

GETTING STARTED 
Give your book a chance. Set aside one or two hours to start your book so that you can really become 
involved in it. 
 
 

AFTER COMPLETING FIFTY (50) PAGES (Written Response #1) 
Think about how you're feeling about this book. Are you interested, amused, excited, intrigued, delighted, 
thoughtful, curious, sad, confused, or bored? If you are seriously confused or bored, find a new book. 
Write about how you are feeling about your book and explain why you feel that way, referring to specific 
details or situations in the book or to the author's style. If you choose to write out your responses before 
submitting them online, put the following heading on your paper with your written responses: 
 
NAME: _____________   TITLE OF BOOK: ________ 
COURSE: 163 _______  AUTHOR: ________ 
DATE: _________   NUMBER OF PAGES: _______ 
 
 

UPON COMPLETION OF YOUR BOOK (Written Response #2) 
Write one or two complete paragraphs on one of the following topics: 
 

a) Choose one of the major characters and write about that character, using specific details from the 
book to support your analysis. What kind of person is this character? How does this character fit 
into the action of the plot? Does this character seem real? If this character were real, how would 
you relate to her /him? 

 

b) Choose a very exciting or significant event in your book and explain that event, telling what 
happened and why that event was important in the book. How did the author help you experience 
the event as though it were really happening? Be specific. 

 

c) Did you learn something new as a result of reading this book? Did it change your attitude about 
people or about life in general? Write about how this book changed your thinking or about what 
this book gave you to think about. Use specific incidents or details from the book to illustrate your 
ideas. 

 


