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World Forum series to kick off next month

Out of the fog

Thick fog shrouded the campus early last week, but then the sun
started to break through, casting bars of light around the trees near
the Palm Bosque. And then three students stepped into the light, as if
on cue, so that the lucky photographer could record their passage.
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By WENDY LAO
Staff writer

Ohlone students may dance un-
til they drop to raise money for
Indonesian tsunami victims.

On Tuesday  the Associated Stu-
dents of Ohlone College (ASOC)
discussed the possibility of holding
a dance marathon to raise money
for victims of the devastating tsu-
nami in Indonesia and other nearby
countries last month.

The death toll continues to rise,
and has recently passed 200,000
dead.

According to the proposed plan,
the five-hour long dance marathon
will be held on March 11 from 5 to
10 p.m. directing all proceeds to-
ward the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF).

The ASOC also discussed hold-
ing a Domino Tournament, which
is set for Feb. 24. The suggested

prizes for the top three winners
included a $200 gift card, a $100
gift card, and a $50 gift card. A free
lunch for participants and everyone
else will be supplied; participants
should sign up for this event in
advance.

Other matters of discussion dur-
ing the meeting were the ASOC
Spring Retreat, which will take
place Feb. 4 - 6 in Hidden Villa, a
farm in Los Altos. All new senators
for the spring semester will be offi-
cially sworn in during the retreat.

Senator forms are due by Feb. 1,
no later than 5 p.m.

ASOC President Saad Siddiqui
appointed a committee to work on
the annual Spring Carnival. The
carnival is tentatively set for mid-
March and will be held at the Palm
Bosque.

The Pizza Day Social Com-
mittee’s Senator Karina Laiwala re-

By CLIFTON M. DER BING
Staff writer

Ohlone President Douglas
Treadway will soon host two World
Forums on campus with the goal of
increasing the understanding of glo-
bal political issues.

The first forum will discuss the
topic of “U.S. Engagement in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq:  Future direc-

tions of World Governance,” held
on Feb. 24 at noon in the Epler
Gym.  All students, college em-
ployees and community members
are welcome to attend.  This event
will be a panel discussion between
two guest speakers:  Dr. Jamil Hanifi
and Dr. Stephen Zunes.

Hanifi, the keynote speaker of
the first forum, is an emeritus pro-
fessor of Anthropology at the Uni-

versity of Michigan-Dearborn.
Hanifi is also affiliated with the
Center for Middle Eastern Studies
at the University of Chicago and is
a member of the Middle Eastern
Studies Association of North
America.  Hanifi has done count-
less research projects in the Middle
East, and has organized and partici-
pated in 25 professional symposia,
panels and sessions relating to

Middle Eastern politics, and also
has published three books as well as
writing over a dozen articles re-
garding anthropological issues.

Zunes is a professor of politics
who is Chairman of the Peace and
Justice Studies Program at the Uni-
versity of San Francisco.  Serving
as the Middle East editor for the
Foreign Policy in Focus Project and
as research associate at the Center

for Global, International and Re-
gional Studies at UC Santa Cruz,
Zunes has presented several lec-
tures and conference papers in many
countries and has published a mul-
titude of articles in academic jour-
nals, anthologies, magazines, and
newspaper op-ed pages on politic
topics.

Other noted publications Zunes

By JAMES HENDRA
Staff writer

Ohlone College Trustees Wednesday night approved plans to
upgrade the Fremont campus with some of the money from the
$1.5 million bond approved by voters three years ago.

The vote was seven in favor, with board President John Weed
abstaining.

Over the past two years, the master plan  for the redevelop-
ment of the Fremont  campus, has been slightly changed by the
Board of Trustees. Although many proposals were considered,
the master plan was voted on and approved, though it is not set
in stone. That leaves room for improvement, for the smoothing
out of future challenges.

One of the major improvements discussed was the moving of
600 parking spots from the lower lots to be closer to the center
of campus, near Building One.

Also proposed was a plan to improve the front side of the
campus, the west side along Mission Boulevard, to make it look
more like an entrance to a campus, rather than a turnout from
Mission. That way, a first-time student who was looking for the
campus would have an easier time locating it.

By JESSICA LOSEE
Staff writer

“One World, a Tsunami benefit
show” was held Wednesday night
at Ohlone in the Jackson Theater.

Although the audience was
smaller  than expected, the per-
formers took over the stage for more
than two hours.

The “evening of music, dance
and spoken word” included per-
formers ranging from junior high
students performing Celtic dances
to Ohlone alumni Tishara and Dawn
Troupe Massey, to the Ohlone hip-
hop dance group, Beats and Pieces.

Organized by former Ohlone stu-
dent Chris Cargill, the benefit had
hoped to raise $4,000 or more to aid
the Red Cross Tsunami relief ef-
forts. The strong earthquake and
resulting tidal waves Dec. 26 left
more than 200,000 people dead in
Southeast Asia.

After a recorded rendition of
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow,”
from “The Wizard of Oz,” Cargill
opened the event and was  followed
by a performance of “Amazing
Grace” by an Ohlone student.

Kathy Miller, a representative
from the American Red Cross,
spoke about where the benefit pro-

ceeds would go to in aiding the
tsunami victims.

“People are here tonight to help
people overseas they don’t even
know,” said Miller.

The Red Cross will provide tsu-
nami victims with such necessities
as tents, food supplies that are cul-
turally appropriate, hygiene kits,
and clothing.

Although the Red Cross special-
izes in short-term emergency re-
sponse to disasters, so much money
has been raised for the tsunami
victims that the Red Cross is going
to participate in a 10-year effort to
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“I don't like it when bicyclists
think they're cars.”

“When people want something
but don't work towards it.”

What is your biggest pet peeve?

JILLIAN
FARRAR

“The parking at Ohlone.”

OPINION

DENISE
VELASCO

“People who don't call me
back.”

GENEVA
HONESTO

MATT
JSCHERMERHORN

Modern America: living in a world where looks can kill

JESSICA
VO

“When guys sag their pants and
their boxers show.”

How to make peace with Ohlone
By SEAN G. CRAWFORD
Editor-in-Chief

The day most of us found out we
were going to Ohlone after gradu-
ating high school I doubt there were
any doves released in our honor or
any cake wasted to commemorate
our accession towards the heights
of the Ohlone hills. We were social
pariahs when the inevitable ques-
tion would arise, “where are you
going to college?”

For many, finding out that
Ohlone is their only option avail-
able after high school is tantamount
to having an incurable disease. The
five stages in the cycle of accep-
tance that most cancer patients ex-
perience have pervaded the collec-
tive consciousness of Ohlone’s in-

coming freshman class. The fact
that there seems to be such a direct
link between public education and
cancer is a bit disturbing, but more
disturbing is that this has become a
trend among all community col-
lege students.

Denial sets in soon after high
school graduation, when asked
about future plans for school you
respond vaguely, refusing to ac-
knowledge the fact that you will be
attending a community college.
Quickly you move from feelings of
anger to depression - a general
unmotivated, languid, torpor per-
vades every facet of your life and
for many students they stay stuck in
this melancholy for much of their
initial stay at Ohlone. It’s a waste,
considering the next step to accept-

ing your stay at Ohlone is also your
doorway out - bargaining for a
transfer contract.

And this eventually leads to
acceptance, but I don’t think that is
enough. When I came to Ohlone for
the first time I was 5 years old, I
thought the campus was a castle.
The morning mist parted to reveal
towering buildings and elegant
fountains; the hills rolled in all di-
rections above me. The city lights
twinkled below. This was the most
beautiful place on earth. Since then,
I have visited every major Califor-
nia campus and not one has stirred
me with the same degree of wonder
and contentment that Ohlone did
and still does.

To walk around our campus on a
rainy day is to be inside a living

thing. Water roars down the canals
that snake through the campus, birds
flutter for cover underneath the fo-
liage at the back of the campus...
this is our East Bay Eden.

Our faculty remains dedicated to
the student base, the administration
has opened itself up to a level of
scrutiny and public participation that
was almost unheard of five years ago

and our campus security works tire-
lessly to serve and protect.

Every morning that I trek up
Ohlone, marching up the winding
stairways that envelop the campus,
following 158 steps from the base
of Building 20 up to the Quad, I
remain thankful that I attend Ohlone
College; acceptance has become
jubilation.

Seems like only yesterday. Well, maybe a bit
longer than that. But the fountain is still cool.

by ALISHA FRANCISCO
Staff writer

After coming home from my
winter vacation out of the country,
I  find that one of my friends got a
boob job. It hasn’t even been a
month after her surgery and now
she’s already talking about getting
the fat under her neck removed and
getting liposuction on her thighs.

This craze has gone so main-
stream that anyone with a credit
card and some time can get it done.

It is no longer for only privileged
men and women.

Prime-time television used to
have shows where contestants
would compete for a new car. Now
in the 21st Century, shows like
‘The Swan’ have contestants com-
pete for makeovers that require ri-
diculous amounts of cosmetic sur-
gery in order to look and feel beau-
tiful.

But what many people don’t
realize is that shows like ‘The
Swan’ are sending people the
wrong message about going un-
der the knife. “The public is be-

ing lulled into the sense that there
are no real risks or complica-
tions,” says Rod Rohrich, a sur-
geon and president of the Ameri-
can Society of Plastic Surgeons.
“We’re already seeing the impact.
I have patients saying they want all
these things done in one operation,
and you can’t safely do it. It’s not
like buying groceries or shoes. You
can take those back. You can’t take
your face back.”

And it’s true. The increasing
number of people dying and be-
ing injured after having cosmetic
surgery is alarming.

Not only does cosmetic surgery
change the look of your face and
body. It will also change the social
attitudes people have. As more and
more surgery is done, we find that
are reinventing the man and
woman. There are new standards
of what beautiful people should
look like.

The demand in jobs will change
too. If you work at an assembly
line at an automotive factory, no
one will care what you look like.
Jobs will more than likely be in
the sales department and who
wants to buy something from a

middle-aged man with scars from
pimples in his adolescence in a
size XXXXXL t-shirt?

I can see the positive change in
my friends and family who’ve got-
ten plastic surgery, but is the pain
and money worth it? Whether you
save up for an extensive cosmetic
package that includes a nose job,
tummy tuck and lip injections or
you eat healthy, exercise, get a
haircut and slap on some make-up,
I think the effects are just the same.
Before going under the knife, con-
sider the risks and ask yourself if
you’re willing to take it.




