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Egret remembered in statue

This statue of an egret placed in the pond near the bus stop recalls
the great egret which flew from the pond into a window of Building 1
last semester. The bird was taken to a wildlife rescue center, where it
was treated and eventually died.

Deportation
of instructor
is delayed

Astonomy teacher worked on Saturn mission

Plans advance to lease Ohlone
surplus land for housing, retail
By JESSICA LOSEE
Staff writer

Last Wednesday, the Ohlone
College Board of Trustees declared
another 15 acres of land on campus
as surplus to be sold or leased for
various uses.

This brings to 34 acres declared
as surplus by trustees. Included is a
strip of land suitable for retail de-
velopment along Mission Boule-
vard in front of the school, and

some land the south side of the
school cannot be of any possible
use to the school, as decided by the
Board of Trustees.

If the school was expanded in
the frontage property, traffic would
become even more of a hindrance
and the southern plots of surplus
property are under power lines and
under various gas-lines and other
utilities. Due to the power lines and
other obstacles, the school could
not possibly use the southern prop-

erty, but contractors could for other
uses.

The surplus property will either
be leased out or sold to contractors
for high-end developments, such
as Andronico's and Whole Foods
Market grocery stores, which could
possibly be used as an anchor busi-
ness, surrounded by other small
businesses in a strip, said President
Doug Treadway.

Some of the surplus property
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By TONY C. YANG
Staff writer

Facing the real possibility of
deportation, Ohlone instructional
aide Gerry Dulalia was given a
temporary reprieve on Tuesday
morning in San Francisco Immi-
gration Court.

“This is what we call in our busi-
ness a ‘miracle,’” said Marcia I.
Perez, Dulalia’s lawyer. She will
be conducting informal discussions
with the government to permanently
ensure his American residency. “I
think he’s an asset to the United
States, and he should definitely not
be removed,” she said. The 39-
year-old Dulalia works in Ohlone’s
ASL  lab, and interprets for deaf
and deaf-blind students.

With family, friends, lawyer and
even Dominican priests by his side,
Dulalia had been ready for a court
battle over his right to stay in the
United States. Before his hearing ,
he was very nervous.

“I’m extremely tense,” he said.
“I don’t know what will happen to
me.” Afterward, he said he felt bet-

ter, but was still “worried.”
Dulalia was rightfully worried,

because of strict new U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) regulations that made him
ineligible for U.S. Citizenship.

Dulalia did not receive a conclu-
sive verdict in his request for asy-
lum for humanitarian reasons. In-
stead, the government – under the
auspices of the Department of
Homeland Security’s (DHS) ICE–
opted for negotiations to settle the
matter outside of court.

This is an “unexpected” devel-
opment in the case, said Perez. “We
fully expected to go to trial, but
then this happened.” Perez,
Dulalia’s family attorney, is a se-
nior associate at Allen and Associ-
ates, which has been the family
lawyer for over ten years.

The good news is, “Gerry won’t
be deported today,”  Perez said.
She is adamant about getting
Dulalia’s case dropped, but circum-
stances are out of her control. She
said, “Right now, the decision is in
limbo until the government makes

Continued on Page 6

By AMAN MEHRZAI
News editor

Every week, astronomy instruc-
tor Eric Wegryn rides his motor-
cycle to Ohlone College to do what
he loves best, teaching.

Wegryn also teaches at West
Valley College in Saratoga and at
the Exploratorium Science Mu-
seum in San Francisco. Did I also
mention that he is a scientist for
NASA who worked intimately on
the former Mars Pathfinder Mis-
sion and on the more recent Cassini
Mission to Saturn and it’s moon

Titan? The later project to Saturn
actually landed a satellite a little
over two weeks ago, called the
Huygens Probe, onto Titan taking
unexpected pictures from its sur-
face. Wegryn’s duties with NASA
act as his full-time job.  Teaching is
an additional task he takes on in
order to fulfill his passion.

Since early childhood Wegryn
had his heart set in the stars.  He
witnessed his first launching of the
Space Shuttle and other rocket take-
off’s with his parents at the Kennedy
Space Center in Florida.

This inspired Wegryn to want to

join the Air Force, but not having
the eyesight to fly fighter jets, he
did what was next best; he studied
aerospace engineering at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Graduating in
1989, Wegryn worked for several
years for the Space Shuttle Pro-
gram as a Guidance, Navigation
and Control Engineer. Soon after,
the excitement of his job wore off.

“After several years of launch-
ing space shuttles, which you might
think it’s really exciting, but it ac-
tually involved a lot of sitting in a
cubicle, and staring at a computer,”
said Wegryn. He went back to

school to make a switch from engi-
neering to science, starting at the
University of Indiana, then to the
University of Arizona to get his
Ph.D. in planetary sciences.

As a graduate student, Wegryn
helped build the camera for NASA’s
Huygens Probe on a task that took
two years (1995-96) of calibration
and testing to complete. On Octo-
ber of 1997, Wegryn watched his
work lift off into space aboard the
Titan IV rocket from the Kennedy
Space Center in Florida, a launch
that left him with a sense of accom-
plishment and awe. “I was fortu-

nate to watch the pre-dawn launch,”
said Wegryn. “The Titan IV is a
huge rocket, even from 10 kilome-
ters away it shakes the ground!”

Following Cassini, Wegryn
worked on the Mars Pathfinder
Mission, using the data sent back
from Mars in 1997 to complete his
doctoral research for his thesis.

His thesis consisted of a detailed
study of Mars’ atmosphere using
Pathfinder’s camera. The research
showed that there were dust par-
ticles so fine, as fine as cigarette
smoke that may prove to be a head-

Continued on Page 6

Laurie Issel-Tarver of Stanford University will speak on biotech-
nology and its effects on medicine, science and ethics in a Brown
Bag Seminar Friday, Feb. 4, from 1 to 2 p.m. in Room 3201.
Refreshments will be available.

Future seminars include:
• Chemistry Demonstrations by Jim Klent on March 4,
• “Polar Bears of Manitoba” by Juliette Hoffman on April 1

     •  “Insects as Vectors of Disease Transmission”  by Jim Baxter
on May 6.

Sponsors are the Math/Science Division and ASOC.

Biotechnology talk Friday



OPINION
2  MONITOR  February 3, 2005

 Offices are located in Room 5310 on campus, 43600 Mission Blvd., Fremont 94539-
5884. Call (510) 659-6075. Fax:  (510) 659-6076. E-mail:  monitor@ohlone.cc.ca.us

Opinions expressed in the MONITOR are those of the respective authors and are not
necessarily those of the staff, the college or the Associated Students of Ohlone College.
Unsigned editorials reflect the majority view of staff members. Advertising material is
printed herein for informational purposes and is not to be construed as an expression
of endorsement or verification of such commercial ventures by the staff or college.

The MONITOR is funded by the district, by the Associated Students of Ohlone College,
and through advertising revenue.

The MONITOR is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, Journalism Associa-
tion of Community Colleges, Community College Journalism Association, California
Newspaper Publishers Association, College Media Advisers and Society of Newspaper
Design.

1986
1989
1992

Regional Pacemaker
1988

Journalism Association
of Community Colleges

First in General Excellence,
Northern California

Fall 1994
General Excellence

Fall 2000

Associated Collegiate Press /
National Scholastic Press Association

All American
1984
1987
1990

1985
1988
1991

Editor in chief:     Sean G. Crawford
News editor:         Aman Mehrzai
Opinion editor:    Olivia Speranza
Features editor:   Linda Stone
Sports editor:       Steve Chavez

Photo editor:        Shari Wargo
Staff writers:        Frank Addiego,
Britney Bindel, Clifton M. DerBing,
Alisha Francisco, James Hendra,
Meenu Kaushal, Tahsin Khan, Wendy
Lao, Jessica Losee, Marc McCord,
Roun Tamaki, Tau Wang, Randal Woo,
Tony Yang, Nick Zambrano
Photographers:   Inez Black, Lawrence
Gerrero, Daniel Kwan, Charlie Hebison,
Melody Marquez, Shari Wargo, David
Mohammadi
Ad manager:        Corie Howell
Adviser:            Bill Parks
Printer:                 F-P Press

CAMPUS COMMENT >  >  >

“I feel like a superstar.”“That made me look really
funny.”

Give us your best Zoolander face

MONIQUE
MARTINEZ

Fitness

“I feel ridiculous.”

OPINION

KATIE
ALEXANDER

History

“Keeping the Blue Steel alive.”

FERNANDO
FLORES

Business Administration

BILL
JPIPER

Arts

Intuition and Mom’s advice: recipe for a lesson worth learning

CARLOS
APARICIO
Chemistry

“This is the pose that gets all
the girls.”

The rising cost of a disposable culture and forgettable fads
By RANDALL WOO
Staff writer

Culture all around us is changing
and evolving every second. What is
“in” one day may very well be “out”
the next day. Just one brief compari-
son of the popular music charts to-
day to those of the late 90s is evi-
dence of this. Gone are the boy bands
that once ruled the music charts. An
interesting phenomenon occurred in
the late 90s; DJ’s and rappers slowly
became integral parts of bands as the
rap-rock genre took off. These types
of bands are now a dying breed and
only the few strong have survived.

Today the rappers are being replaced
with screamers and the DJ’s replaced
by keyboards. The dual singing/rap-
ping combo has given way to the all
too familiar sing/scream duo these
days. This new breed of music has
taken a hold of America’s youth. It is
disappointing to find that more and
more bands are looking the same and
sounding the same.

Hot Topic, the chain of stores
peddling “alternative” culture, is now
a common sight at many malls. It is
quite a contrast to see such a grungy,
dimly lit store in the familiar lights
and elevator music of the mall. One
trip inside, however, and a look at the

price tags will reveal that it is yet
another store designed to separate
money from the hands of hard work-
ing parents.

Tours these days seem to exist for
the sole reason of making money.
Take for example the Honda Civic
Tour. This tour encourages young
people to get together and enjoy
music and buy a few Hondas in the
process. One trip to the Vans Warped
Tour website and you will find that
the good people at Samsung and
Cingular have graciously brought
this tour to a city near you. Samsung
and Sprint bring the Warped Tour’s
not too distant cousin the “Taste of

Chaos” tour to you. How much chaos
can there really be on a tour backed
by major corporations? A quick trip
to the Ozzfest website reveals their
corporate sponsors as well. How
metal is “The official energy drink of
Ozzfest,” YJ Stinger? So, whose in-
terests are really being served in a
market where “cool” rules?

Upon reading a review of Limp
Bizkit’s latest album in “Alternative
Press”, I was astonished to see how
cruel the editors were to the once popu-
lar group. Receiving an abysmal 0/5,
they had received the lowest rating I
had ever seen in the magazine. I looked
in the back of the magazine to view the

back issues and lo and behold there was
Limp Bizkit featured on the cover of
the September 2000 issue. It is interest-
ing how people like to ride the band-
wagon and then can just as soon kick
you when you are down. All this brings
me to the question: How much of
today’s culture will we actually re-
member? We live in an age where it
seems artistic credibility is constantly
being compromised for the almighty
dollar. How much of the music on
the airwaves right now will be con-
sidered significant in the future? I
hope that we are not a generation
defined by a thirst for fads and a short
attention span.

By MARC MCCORD
Staff writer

In my own life, I’ve had many
jealous ex-girlfriends, the relation-
ships could not last because I'm not
the jealous type. My philosophy is:
“If I gotta follow you around and
play Columbo all day, then I don’t
need you.”

Insecurity breeds jealousy, which
can lead a person – man or woman –
to engage in all kinds of dangerous
behavior. Many jealous ex-lovers in

correctional facilities across the coun-
try can attest to the ill effects that
jealousy has had on their own lives.

I’ll never forget this girl named
Yvonne, who for a long time had a
crush on me when we were in school.
A little voice in the back of my head told
me to leave that girl alone. Thank God
I did. One day, a few years after we got
out of school, I ran into Yvonne and
gave her my phone number. She called
me not once, not twice, but dozens of
times in a very short period of time.
Well, one day when I spoke to her I told
her I had to go see my girlfriend. “Your

girlfriend?” She screamed into the
phone and hung up.

I didn’t hear from her again until... I
happened to open the local newspaper
and there was a story about her: “Oak-
land Woman Kills Boyfriend and Bur-
ies Him In Backyard.”

Turns out that little voice in my
head may have saved my life.  Dur-
ing a conflict with her boyfriend,
about another woman, she killed him
in his sleep. She then took his body
and put it in a child’s toy box; it
must’ve been a huge toy box. Any-
way, after a couple of weeks of no

one hearing from this guy and her
acting weird, the police started nos-
ing around and discovered a patch of
dirt in the backyard that didn’t quite
look right. Well, that led to her being
taken away for the rest of her life, I
hope.

At around that same time in my
life, when I had no sense at all,  which
wasn’t that long ago, I let women
who were more ignorant than I was,
convince me that in order to keep a
woman, you had to know how to
control her.

Perplexed I called my mother who,

thank God, was a voice of reason. I
said, “Hey Mom, how does a man
control a woman?”  With incredulity
in her voice, she responded, “for
what?”

I said, “you know, to keep her
line?” Her response has stayed with
me to this day: “Mark, it’s hard
enough for you to control yourself,
why would you want to control any-
one else?”

And she was right. As soon as I
learned that lesson, I no longer at-
tracted the type of women that wanted
to be controlled.
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EDITOR:

I would like to comment on the
article in the Dec. 2, 2004 issue of
the Ohlone College Monitor dis-
cussing whether or not Ohlone po-
lice officers should carry firearms.
First off, as a student, let me say that
having police officers at Ohlone
College unarmed is very disturbing
to me. Those entrusted with pro-
tecting me are denied the tools that
allow them to perform that task
completely. If our police are to be
expected to serve and protect us
without firearms, are we also to
expect our professors to teach us
without textbooks?

Anyone who believes that police
can perform their duties to the best
of their ability while unarmed obvi-
ously has no understanding of po-

lice work. What they also fail to
understand is not only the nature of
the world we live, but also the na-
ture of some people whom we have
no choice but to share it with.

The article mentions that the
presence of firearms “do not make
the atmosphere safer” and cites
Japan’s low crime rate as proof of
this. That assertion could not be
farther from the truth. In fact, Japan
has suffered the highest increase in
violent crime of any country in
recent years. By 2000 Japan’s mur-
der rate had surpassed that of both
England and Australia, both of
which have also been experiencing
increases in violent crime and have
strict gun laws. Furthermore, the
low homicide rate in Japan is simi-
lar to the low homicide rate of Japa-
nese-Americans suggesting a cul-

tural connection.
While we are talking about other

countries and the effect of firearms
related to overall safety, let’s not
forget Switzerland. With a popula-
tion of approximately six million,
Switzerland requires all males be-
tween the ages of 21 and 32 to keep
in their homes an M-57 Assault
Rifle and 24 rounds of ammuni-
tion. Yet in 1997 their homicide
rate was only 1.4 per 100,000. Non-
resident foreigners commit almost
half the crime Switzerland does
have.

Fact of the matter is we live
neither in Japan nor Switzerland.
So let’s talk about the presence of
firearms in the United States.
Many states now have “right to
carry” laws for private citizens.
On average states with right to

carry laws have a 19% lower
homicide rate and a 39% lower
robbery rate. In fact, the nine
states with the lowest violent
crime rates are “right to carry”
states. So it would seem that the
presence of firearms does in fact
make the atmosphere safer in the
U.S.

While California is not a “right
to carry” state, here at Ohlone Col-
lege we need at very least to equip
of police with the tools necessary
to fulfill their duties around the
clock. Armed police would serve
as a deterrent to isolated acts of
violence and be able to limit the
effect of a serious incident. While
statistically the odds of a serious
incident occurring at Ohlone Col-
lege are very low, I for one would
rather not take the chance than wait

until it is too late.
If Ohlone Police are to remain

unarmed, and an incident in while
armed officers could have saved a
life or prevented injury occurs, I
would hold the college responsible
for tying the hands of our law en-
forcement professionals. The ques-
tion for the administration should
not be whether or not to arm our
police, but rather which firearm
should be issued and what addi-
tional training and qualifications
are mandated.

Anyone who wishes to attend
class in an atmosphere where armed
police are not necessary to ensure
the safety of all students can do so
online.

RICHARD G. COMINOS, JR.
Ohlone student

EDITOR:

I was very surprised to see such
a low turnout for the tsunami
fundraiser on Wednesday evening
in the Jackson Theater.

I was there and I was enthused
to see how many people volun-
teered their time and talent to
come together for a worthwhile
cause.

There could have been a lot
more money collected for this

horrible disaster.  I was also sur-
prised to find out that there were
no Fremont businesses that do-
nated towards the prizes given
away - as an extra attraction for
the $10 per person that everyone
donated.

Local talent from Little The-
ater in the Fremont/Newark area
performed as well as Jr. High
School performers and former
students who are on a quest for
their own musical career, plus a

few of our own faculty and staff
doing what they do, oh so well.  A
beautiful reading was done that
brought everyone to tears and the
reality of the disaster.

But nothing quite could match
the impact that Mark Nelson made
on the audience with his compel-
ling slide presentation.

Mark was in Thailand during
the tsunami and was able to show
pictures before and after the dev-
astation.  The stunned silence

‘Having police officers at Ohlone College unarmed is very disturbing’

Disappointing turnout for tsunami fundraiser
could not compare with Mark’s
choked up narration as he com-
mented on those few days that he
witnessed.  He had to stop several
times as he described his saving a
man’s life who was pinned under
a car, or the mistaken identity of
the “mannequins” he saw float-
ing in the water.  The fact that he
was alive in Fremont, California,
U.S.A., was obviously a blessing
to Mark.   The emotion that over-
took Mark, overwhelmed the au-

dience.
If you didn’t attend on Wednes-

day you missed a time in your life
when you would have said,
“Thank G-d I wasn’t in Indonesia
the day after Christmas, 2004,
and thank G-d Mark is safe.”

In the future, try and make these
special events – it does a body
good.

ELAINE NAGEL
Ohlone staff

By FRANK ADDIEGO
Staff writer

Recently at Ohlone, a contro-
versy has been brewing over the
issue of whether or not campus
police officers should carry guns.

Right now, the issue is set to be
discussed by the Board of Trustees
next Wednesday. However some at
Ohlone believe the issue should be
put out to a direct vote by faculty
and staff.

Many of the police officers at
other Bay Area community col-
leges carry firearms. Some don’t.
The crime statistics are on many of
their websites.

The Contra Costa Community
College  website displays its recent
crime rates, as does Diablo Valley
College and Los Medanos College,
among others.

Diablo Valley, whose campus
police do carry guns, had the high-
est rates of rape, assault and theft
during this period.  In 2002, Diablo
Valley College reported 113 counts
of theft.

Contra Costa, whose campus po-
lice don’t carry guns, had the high-
est rates of robbery, but came in
second to Diablo Valley within the
survey.

In all categories, Los Medanos,
whose campus police do carry guns,

had the lowest rates in every cat-
egory. The differences aren’t strik-
ing in most cases, though.

The Peralta Community College
District, which is under contract
with the Alameda County Sheriff’s
department, reported generally
lower crime rates, with the excep-
tion of Laney College’s burglary
rate.

Laney reported a total of 68 bur-
glaries between 1998 and 2000,
according to the  Sheriff’s Depart-
ment website.  Being part of the
Sheriff’s Department, the officers
on campus do carry guns.

Chabot College does not have
armed officers on campus.  Com-

pared to the other colleges surveyed,
much of the crime-especially as-
sault-appears to be slightly lower,
but not dramatically different.  The
exception is the theft rate.

In 2002, Chabot reported 62
counts of petty theft, six counts of
grand theft and 26 counts of auto
burglary.

While the variation in crime
rates of campuses with armed
officers verses those with un-
armed officers aren’t dramatic,
the debate over Ohlone’s campus
security is.

Recently, Jon Degallier set up a
discussion board on whether or not
Ohlone’s officers should be allowed

to carry guns.
One respondent on the board,

Mike Triplett of the IS Department
said, “I have 13 years of experience
shooting on family-owned land and
shooting ranges... over time, I have
literally shot tens of thousands of
rounds and I have never had any
accidents.”

Jackie Whitehouse, another re-
spondent, said, “I think arming the
officers leads us down a road we
should not go.  It tells our commu-
nity that there is no peace but
through force.”

Faculty Senate President Bar-
bara Tull said the faculty vote will
take place next week.

Survey shows reactions to police with guns

could be used for housing develop-
ments and either sold to developers
at approximately $1 million per
acre, or more if leased.

 The idea for developments on
the acreage on the south side of the
school is that they would become
neighborhoods of high-priced
homes, which would be sold to
childless adults.

These active-adult homes would
have an executive community be-
tween the ages of 40 and 50, and
would not allow children.

Bidding for the property will come
in time, as the school releases infor-
mation to possible developers. The
companies are supposed to return
within a few months with their own
ideas for the use of the surplus land.

After Ohlone receives these
propositions, the Board of Trustees
can then decide which companies
will receive contracts for the land

development, and building will con-
tinue from there.

Meanwhile, Ohlone has hired a
company to research the possible
success of a grocery store on the
surplus land with funds from the city
of Fremont for the designation of
development.

Thompsons, a company that spe-
cializes in grocery stores decided
that with the income level of the
area surrounding Ohlone, the loca-
tion of other grocery stores in the
area and traffic conditions deter-
mined with a research model that a
grocery store on the surplus land
would be successful and profitable.

Another research company fo-
cused on the possible success of
housing developments on the sur-
plus property and found that hous-
ing developments would also be
profitable on the southern acreage.

According to the research done
by Ohlone in cooperation with a

Los Angeles peer college and
Stanford University, the residents
of the active-adult homes would
most likely move there to be asso-
ciated with the college. Professors,
researchers, volunteers and other
professionals used to working with
and around colleges might chose
the location to be closer to campus.

Ohlone’s facilities may be open
to them, including access to the
pool and recreational events such
as concerts and theater events.

If the housing development is built,
a new road would be made through the
shopping area and run parallel to Mis-
sion. The road would divert traffic
from Mission Boulevard and allow
access to parking lots and the new
residential neighborhoods.

The 34 acres could be bid on by
private contractors to buy or lease.
If the Board of Trustees decides to
lease the property, it would be for
66 years.

Continued from Page 1

Board to debate surplus property
By JAMES HENDRA
Staff writer

On Tuesday, Alex Trung, certain that he was 10 minutes late
to class, ran out of the cafeteria, placing his hand on the door, and
pushed. He missed, hitting the fragile glass instead.

In a brilliant display of havoc and mayhem, the pane of glass
shattered into several pieces, both large and small, leaving Trung
with a cut hand and a small cut on the head.

The glass was 1/4-inch bronze plate glass, which will be
replaced with 1/4-inch bronze tempered glass, which should be
more shatter resistant, according to maintenance personnel.

About 30 people rushed to help Trung and a crowd gathered
to see what had happened.

Director of Student Health Sally Bratton of the Health Center
arrived to bandage Trung and prepare him for an ambulance,
which arrived shortly afterwards.

Fifteen minutes after the glass broke, a team from Building
Ten’s Department of Buildings and Grounds, were already hard
at work, cleaning up the mess.

While the maintenance men were doing their thing, the front
area of the Cafeteria was closed off to traffic, to prevent more
casualties. Less than 40 minutes after cleanup had started, the
front entrance was reopened.

Glass shatters, student cut






