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Egret remembered in statue

This statue of an egret placed in the pond near the bus stop recalls

the great egret which flew from the pond into a window of Building 1
last semester. The bird was taken to a wildlife rescue center, where it
was treated and eventually died.

Photo by Daniel Kwan

Plans advanceto lease Ohlone
aurplusland for housng, retall

By JESSICA LOSEE
Saff writer

Last Wednesday, the Ohlone
CollegeBoard of Trusteesdeclared
another 15 acresof land on campus
as surplus to be sold or leased for
various uses.

This bringsto 34 acres declared
assurplusby trustees. Includedisa
strip of land suitable for retail de-
velopment along Mission Boule-
vard in front of the school, and

some land the south side of the
school cannot be of any possible
useto the school, asdecided by the
Board of Trustees.

If the school was expanded in
thefrontageproperty, trafficwould
become even more of a hindrance
and the southern plots of surplus
property are under power linesand
under various gas-lines and other
utilities. Duetothe power linesand
other obstacles, the school could
not possibly usethe southern prop-

erty, but contractorscould for other
uses.

The surplus property will either
beleased out or sold to contractors
for high-end developments, such
as Andronico's and Whole Foods
Market grocery stores, whichcould
possibly be used as an anchor busi-
ness, surrounded by other small
businessesin astrip, said President
Doug Treadway.

Some of the surplus property

Continued on Page 3

Deportation
of Instructor
IS delayed

By TONY C. YANG
Saff writer

Facing the real possibility of
deportation, Ohlone instructional
aide Gerry Dulalia was given a
temporary reprieve on Tuesday
morning in San Francisco Immi-
gration Court.

“Thisiswhat wecall inour busi-
ness a ‘miracle,’” said Marcia .
Perez, Dulalia' s lawyer. She will
beconductinginformal discussions
withthegovernment to permanently
ensure his American residency. “I
think he's an asset to the United
States, and he should definitely not
be removed,” she said. The 39-
year-old DulaiaworksinOhlone's
ASL lab, and interprets for deaf
and deaf-blind students.

Withfamily, friends, lawyer and
even Dominicanpriestsby hisside,
Dulalia had been ready for a court
battle over his right to stay in the
United States. Before his hearing ,
he was very nervous.

“I"'m extremely tense,” he said.
“1 don’t know what will happen to
me.” Afterward, he said hefelt bet-

ter, but was still “worried.”

Dulaia was rightfully worried,
because of strict new U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) regulations that made him
ingligible for U.S. Citizenship.

Dulaliadid not receiveaconclu-
sive verdict in his request for asy-
lum for humanitarian reasons. In-
stead, the government — under the
auspices of the Department of
Homeland Security’s (DHS) ICE~
opted for negotiations to settle the
matter outside of court.

Thisis an “unexpected” devel-
opmentinthecase, said Perez.“We
fully expected to go to trial, but
then this happened.” Perez,
Duldia's family attorney, is a se-
nior associate at Allen and Associ-
ates, which has been the family
lawyer for over ten years.

Thegood newsis, “Gerry won't
be deported today,” Perez said.
She is adamant about getting
Dulalia scasedropped, but circum-
stances are out of her control. She
said, “Right now, thedecisionisin
limbo until the government makes

Continued on Page 6

Future seminars include:

on May 6.

Biotechnology talk Friday

Laurielssal-Tarver of Stanford University will speak onbiotech-
nology and its effects on medicine, science and ethicsin aBrown
Bag Seminar Friday, Feb. 4, from 1 to 2 p.m. in Room 3201.
Refreshments will be available.

 Chemistry Demonstrations by Jim Klent on March 4,
« “Polar Bears of Manitoba’ by Juliette Hoffman on April 1
* “Insectsas Vectors of Disease Transmission” by Jim Baxter

Sponsors are the Math/Science Division and ASOC.

Astonomy teacher worked on Saturn mission

By AMAN MEHRZAI
News editor

Every week, astronomy instruc-
tor Eric Wegryn rides his motor-
cycleto Ohlone Collegeto dowhat
he loves best, teaching.

Wegryn aso teaches at West
Valley Collegein Saratoga and at
the Exploratorium Science Mu-
seum in San Francisco. Did | also
mention that he is a scientist for
NASA who worked intimately on
the former Mars Pathfinder Mis-
sionand onthemorerecent Cassini
Mission to Saturn and it’s moon

Titan? The later project to Saturn
actually landed a satellite a little
over two weeks ago, called the
Huygens Probe, onto Titan taking
unexpected pictures from its sur-
face. Wegryn’sdutieswith NASA
act ashisfull-timejob. Teachingis
an additional task he takes on in
order to fulfill his passion.

Since early childhood Wegryn
had his heart set in the stars. He
witnessed hisfirst launching of the
Space Shuttleand other rocket take-
off’ swithhisparentsat theK ennedy
Space Center in Florida.

Thisinspired Wegryntowant to

join the Air Force, but not having
the eyesight to fly fighter jets, he
did what was next best; he studied
aerospace engineering at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Graduatingin
1989, Wegryn worked for several
years for the Space Shuttle Pro-
gram as a Guidance, Navigation
and Control Engineer. Soon &fter,
the excitement of hisjob wore off.

“After several years of launch-
ing spaceshuttles, whichyoumight
think it’s really exciting, but it ac-
tually involved alot of sitting in a
cubicle, and staring at acomputer,”
said Wegryn. He went back to

school to make aswitch from engi-
neering to science, starting at the
University of Indiana, then to the
University of Arizona to get his
Ph.D. in planetary sciences.

As a graduate student, Wegryn
hel pedbuildthecamerafor NASA’'s
Huygens Probe on atask that took
two years (1995-96) of calibration
and testing to complete. On Octo-
ber of 1997, Wegryn watched his
work lift off into space aboard the
Titan IV rocket from the Kennedy
Space Center in Florida, a launch
that left him with asense of accom-
plishment and awe. “1 was fortu-

natetowatchthepre-dawnlaunch,”
said Wegryn. “The Titan IV is a
huge rocket, even from 10 kilome-

ters away it shakes the ground!”
Following Cassini, Wegryn
worked on the Mars Pathfinder
Mission, using the data sent back
from Marsin 1997 to complete his

doctoral research for histhesis.
Histhesisconsisted of adetailed
study of Mars atmosphere using
Pathfinder’s camera. The research
showed that there were dust par-
ticles so fine, as fine as cigarette
smokethat may proveto beahead-
Continued on Page 6
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achefor futuresatel liteor astronaut
missions to Mars according to
Wegryn. The Pathfinder also took
standard measurementsof tempera-
ture, and wind speed and chemical
compositionof Martianrockstaken
by Pathfinder's solar powered
Rover. Later missions called Spirit
and Opportunity took rock samples
that conclusively provedfor thefirst
timethat rocksonMarswereformed
in the presence of water, this ac-
cording to the Mars Exploration
Rover Mission website. Finishing
hisgraduatework, Wegrynreceived
aPHD from the University of Ari-
zonain 2000.

After receiving his doctorates,
Wegryn moved tothe Bay Areafor
his love of its beauty and diverse
population. Here, Wegryn was of -
fered a job to work for the SETI
(Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intel-
ligence)

Institute in Mountain View,
whichin turn contracted him out to

NASA’sAmesResearch Center, to
work on thevery project he helped
build while working on his doctor-
ates in Arizona; the Cassini-
Huygens program. SETI is anon-
profit organization dedicated to
findingextra-terrestrial lifeinouter
space. Although the Institute has
looked for other intelligent life
forms by scanning the sky for ad-
vanced civilization’ sradio signals,
Wegryn is limited to looking for
simple life form research as a Re-
search Associate for the Cassini
VIMS (Visua Infrared Mapping
Spectrometer Instrument) Team.
“That’s the funny point. | am not
looking for little green men,” but
“organic molecules or compounds
that could be the starting point for
life,” said Wegryn.

Wegryn followed the Cassini
satellitemovetowards Saturnfrom
NASA’s Bay Area location. On
January 14, Wegryn watched the
Huygens probe drop through the
atmosphere of Saturn’s moon Ti-

tan. To hisand other NASA scien-
tists’ surprise, theprobe, whichwas
not designedtosurvivethelanding,
landed safely and took a picture
with the very cameraWegryn help
build. DISR scientist Charles See
said, “I think the biggest surpriseis
that wesurvivedthelanding...” The
probe’s mission was to only take
chemical samples and pictures of
Titan's atmosphere, as it floated
down, andto self- destruct uponthe
impact of its crash landing. “The
consistency of thesurfacewassimi-
lar to ‘wet-sand,” which ensured
the probessurvival,” said Wegryn.
In addition to taking a snap shot
from the surface, the probe aso
picked up chemical readings of
methane, ethane, propane, and bu-
tane from Titan's atmosphere,
which arethefirst stepsin “finding
the building blocks,” of life.
Today, Wegryn continuestofol-
low the Cassini Satellite, continu-
aly gather more valuableinforma-
tion as it passes by Saturn’s other

moons. Updates of this informa
tion is constantly updated on the

Exploratoruim’s website. The
Cassini satellite will heat up “as it
descendsinto Saturn’ satmosphere,
and eventually melt and even va-
porize; asdidthe Galileo probeand
orbiter on Jupiter.” It's final de-
misewill gather atmospheric read-
ingsbeforevaporizingintodestruc-
tion.

After four years of studying en-
gineering, and seven additional
yearsof hisPHD research, Wegryn
hopestodomorethanjust apply his
knowledge to the field he iswork-
ing in. “1 made a conscious choice
in my career not to go into strict
research science 100 percent, and
not to gointo teaching 100 percent,
but to try to balance the two,” said
Wegryn. Although this has proved
challenging, Wegryn hasreached a
balance and hopes to pass on his
knowledge to other students and
teachers of Astronomy in an effort

to achieve something greater than
himself. “I learned in graduate
school, that there wasn't any point
inlearning, unless| passed it on at
somepoint. That’ swhy | findteach-
ing so rewarding, to help other
people enlargetheir understanding
of their place in the universe, just
likel’velearnedalongtheway.” At
the Exploratorium Museum,
Wegryninvolveshimself withtheir
Teacher Institute Program, which
trainshigh school and middleschool
teachersfromaround Californiaand
therest of country, to become bet-
ter scientist. He also acts as the
Museum’s Public Broadcaster to
update listeners of the Cassini-
Huygens mission and other plan-
etary exploration shows. In 2004,
Scientific American awarded the
museum for having the year’s the
Best ScienceWeb-Cast display. For
more information on the Cassini-
Huygensprogram, or to contact Dr.
Wegryn, go to
www.exploratorium.edu.

will be replanted.

New seats in amphitheater

Photo by Shari Wargo

Anyone who has attended a performance in the outdoor theater at the
Smith Center and discovered dampness from the grass soaking
through their pants will be interested in the new aluminum seats
being installed in the amphitheater. The seating for 650 people will
cost an estimated $20,000. The college got a $15,000 grant from the
Mission San Jose Rotary Club to help pay for the project. The grass

Deaf instructor may not be deported after all

Continued fr om Page 1
adecision.”

The bad news is that Duladia
may still be deported if the case is
not dropped and goes into a full-
blowntrial. Hiscasefor asylumhas
merit, but with both his parents
dead, thegroundsfor hispetitionis
shaky at best.

Duldia s father was a Filipino
veteran of WWI1, who wasgranted
American citizenship in 1995, and
his mother was made a legal resi-
dent. Unfortunately, Dulalia was
an adult by then, and was not auto-
matically madeacitizena ongwith
his family.

Since Duldlid s caseisfar from
clear-cut, and the situation so dire,
many public and political support-
ers have rallied to the cause. Con-
gressman Pete Stark has issued a
letter of interest, and local televi-

sionreportersand newspapershave
covered the controversy.

Lori Haley, spokeswoman for
the U.S. ICE, said, “Obvioudly,
there are very compelling factors
which [we] arevery carefully con-
sidering in deciding what the next
steps will be” U.S. ICE has the
ultimate discretion in the case.

Dulaliais aso deaf. According
to the National Association for the
Deaf, “Deaf and hard of hearing
people deserve to have qualified,
skilledinterpreterswho know what
they are doing.” Dulalia has been
interpreting since he arrived in the
United States, in 1987.

Dulalia graduated from Ohlone
in 1992 with adegreein Computer
Science, and has worked as a staff
interpreter for thecollegesincethen.
Not only does he act as a go-be-
tween for students and instructors,

he is also something of a rarity in
interpreter circles.

Dulaiaisone of only ahandful
of Northern Californian tactile in-
terpreters, who are capable of hand
signing to peoplewho areboth deaf
and blind. Hisabsencewouldleave
a huge impact in the blind-deaf
community.

“My studentsneed metobehere,
or they’d be upset and angry,”
Dulaiasaid through aninterpreter.
“If | weren't here, they would have
ahard timein the classes.”

Many of hisstudentshavestated
that they learn alot from him, and
that he is a trusted member of the
staff. Eventheinterpreter Stephanie
Pintello, who assisted in the inter-
view with Duldia, said of him,
“I've known Gerry for over 10
years, and it’ struly an unfair situa-
tion. He's such a wonderful per-

son

“He smade abig impact on stu-
dents and their success here,” said
AnnFuller, supervisor of I nterpret-
ingand Support Services.“1’mvery
concerned about him.” Having ob-
served Dulaiafor eight years, she
said hisperformanceat Ohlonehas
been “wonderful” and pointed out
that his “students love him.” It is
also very rareto find an interpreter
who can trandate for blind-deaf
students, she noted.

The delay in getting a definite
outcometheto caseisnot necessar-
ily a serious problem. “They're
willing to negotiate,” Perez said of
the government.

While the informal discussions
are not yet scheduled, they will
definitely be subject to the ever-
growing publicattentiontothecase.
Even with CNN knocking at her

door, Perez is working with the
government to close the case as
diplomatically as possible.

Legally, only the government
can terminate the deportation pro-
ceedings, and Perez hopesthey will
consider the extenuating circum-
stances and show some leniency.
This the crux of the case, Perez
said: “ Thegovernment doesn’t just
give these things away.”

To send comments or inquiries
to Gerry Duldia, you can contact
his attorney at: marciaiperez
@cs.com

To expressyour support or con-
cern for the case, you can reach
Congressman Pete Stark’s office
at: 39300 Civic Center Drive, Suite
220, Fremont, CA, 94538

Call: (510) 272-6973.

Or visit: http://www.house.gov/
writerep/



