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Rapping engineer is using Ohlone students to bring some bling-bling to the

geek image.

Child Development
Center dedicated,;
campus plan OKed

By FRANK ADDIEGO
Saff writer

The Ohlone Board of Trustees
began their meeting Wednesday by
cutting aribbonwith agiant pair of
scissorsto open the new Child De-
velopment Center.

The $3.7 million, 2,799 square-
foot building wasfunded by astate
bond issue. The building contains
such high-tech features as a toy
sterilizer, security camerasthrough-
out the building, one-way observa
tion mirrorsand roomsdesigned to

teach four different age groups.

The board adjourned outside to
cut the ribbon.

“We did fudge it a little,” said
Superintendent Doug Treadway.
“We did use the building before it
officially opened.”

Cutting the ribbon was Board
President John Weed and Paul
Miller, executive director of
Kidango, whowill operatetheCen-
ter.

After the ceremony, the Board
of Trusteesmovedinsidetoitsmeet-

Continued on Page 3

What’sup with
the Pdl Grants?

By WENDY LAO
Saff writer

Rumors about Pell Grant changes have been flying around campus,
leaving students confused about whether the amount of financial aid they
receive may be increasing or decreasing.

Pell Grants, the main federal form of financial aid for college students,
served more than 5 million students last year. Congress recently added
$458 million to the funding for Pell Grants, raising the fund to approxi-

mately $12.4 billion.

However, recent procedural changesmay affect grant eligibility for up
to 1 million students, cutting financial aid awardsto someand disqualify-

Continued on Page 3

Engineer meetsrap —‘geekder’ video at Ohlone

By LINDA STONE
Features editor

Wantingtobanishtheimageof a
pencil-carrying, pocket protector
geek, Rajeev Bgjg hassetouttore-
engineer the look of the modern
day scientist tothebling bling of an
iPod, Blackberry and Bluetooth
technology.

Bajaj is working with Neil
Strudwick, Ohlone' snew multime-

diainstructor, and some of his stu-
dentsin his Advanced 3D Model-
ing/Animation (MM117) class,
makinga3-D animatedvideoof his
song Geek Dreams from the CD,
Geek Rhythms, in hopes of market-
ing it to high tech companies, and,
perhaps, MTV asan* edutainment”
message to garner interest in sci-
ence and technology.

“I’m trying to bring an element
of education into entertainment,”

saidBajg). “It'snotinstructional in
content but introductory in con-
cept.”

In making Geek Rhythms, Bajgj
believes that he has made a small
place in history by combining the
strengthandinfluenceof musicand
technology. By makingtechnology
infused with music, hefeelsthat he
canmakelearning, appreciatingand
working intechnology amulti-fac-
eted and rewarding experience.

Ohlone wants higher profile

By BRITNEY BINDEL
Saff writer

On bus billboards, movie
screens, and in Bay Area newspa-
pers, one name is noticeably ap-
pearing more. It is not the name of
amoviestar, car or food brand, but
rather the green and white emblem
of Ohlone Community College.

Ohloneisheighteningitsprofile

to raise awareness of opportunity
that isavailable to the surrounding
communities.

The plethoraof communitiesin
the Bay Area are well represented
by the diverse multi-cultural and
wide-spanned agesof Ohlone’ sstu-
dent body. The purpose of the in-
creased publicity, according to
Patrice Birkedahl, director of pub-
licinformation, isto make“...sure

everyone that needs [Ohlone] has
accesstoit.” Thepublicity isgeared
toward the following three sets of
people:

1. Older studentswho areretain-
ingjobsandaredesiringmoretrain-
inginorder tofurther their careers.

2. Active adults who are ad-
vanced in years and seeking life
enrichment through the furthering

Continued on Page 6

Bajaj received his Ph.D. in
chemical engineering from the
University of Texas at Austin in
1995 and has worked in the semi-
conductor industry invariousengi-
neeringand management positions.
He is currently the CEO of
Semiquest, a semiconductor mate-
rials start-up company in Fremont.

The idea of making arap CD
came to him in January 2004. He
recorded eight songs with severa

well-known artists in his native
country, India. Postproductionwas
donelocally, and it went on salein
October through Amazon.com
whereitiscurrently rankedat 1,979.
He began his project because
scientific principles have a very
specific language and expression
that typically requirestraining and
understanding, while music caters
to instinctive emotions in people,
Continued on Page 3

Saff writer

Valentine breakfast set

By CLIFTON M. DER BING

TheASOC met Tuesday tofurther discusstheseveral activities
and concerns for this semester.

With nine new sworn-in senators, the student government is
planning the next monthly ASOC Continental Breakfast, which
will be held on Monday, Feb. 14 from 9 to 11 am. in the Quad,
with aValentine's Day theme. All Ohlone students and employ-

Continued on Page 6
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Thejaded, thelanguished, and those in love- they never go away

By OLIVIA SPERANZA
Opinion editor

The Valentine's Day that we
all know is synonymous with
showing the personyoulove how
much they mean to you. From
my observations, |’ vediscovered
that Valentine’ sDay bringsforth
three groupsof people: thejaded,
thelanguished, and thosein love.
Y ou can count on seeing at | east
one of these three this February
14.

Let me begin with the jaded.
Thisgroup takes on the attitude

that they have been through the
worst in relationships and no
one's problems can top their
own. Not only this, but they
hatethe holiday that they’retoo
cool for while they're single.
“I'm just going to get drunk
and turn my phone off!” | heard
oneof my friendssay. “Jaded,”
| thought, or is this just self-
pity personified? Either way,
thisHallmark holiday certainly
achieved its goal of making her
believe that Valentine’s Day
was about only one concept.
Covering up hurt and loneli-

ness with anger and sarcasm is
always entertaining to watch.
Especially when | saw first hand
how into Valentine’s Day she
was last year when she was dat-
ing her new boyfriend.

The languished are my per-
sonal favorite. These love-hun-
gry, relationship-challenged
typesareawaystelling stories of
heartbreak and how they let“The
One” get away. Dwelling in the
past and over-thinking what can-
not bechanged, their storiesnever
fail to maketherest of usuncom-
fortable. “One day man, | swear

to God, I'll get her back.” How
do you tell someoneto stop beat-
ing adead horse and just get over
it without sounding insensitive?
Thisgroup, | haveto say, | enjoy
observing, but avoid one-on-one
conversations with them at all
costs.

Last, but never forgotten, are
the smitten and in love. How
nice it is to be in an intimate
relationship with another person.
Are all of these actually healthy
and fully functioning unions?
Probably not, but they look like
they’re working like well-oiled

A personal experience that shaped my perception

By AMAN MEHRZAI
News editor

Valentine’ s Day isone of my
least favorite days. Not because
I'msingle, | have alovely wife
and two kids. Not because of an
economic protest statement, al -
though this holiday, like many
others, equates to nothing but
buying. | don’t like this day
because | associate it to a mel-
ancholic memory.

| was 14 yearsold, it wasthe
day after Valentine’s Day, my

Camprus COMMENT

What's your ideal Valentine’'s Day

JASON
TORRADO
Pre-pharmacy

“Dinner at a nice restaurant.”

*

parents, my brother, and | went
to my older sister’s house for
dinner. My other sister was
working late at Walgreen's.

After dinner, | mysteriously
fell asleep. My parents didn’t
want to wake me, so they went
to get my other sister fromwork,
with the intention of picking
me up on the way back. If | had
been awake, | surely would have
gone with them.

| woke up that night wonder-
ingwherethey were. My brother
assumed that they were doing

> )

JESSICA
TORRES
Undecided

somelate-night shopping, sowe
went home.

As soon as we got home, a
call came telling us that my
parents, sister and niece who
went along with them to pick
up my sister, were involved in
an accident. My brother and |
drove around to find the scene
not knowing theintensity of the
accident.

It wasworsethan wethought.
To make along story short, we
followed the ambulance to the
hospital and found out that my

sister’s elbow was broken, her
spleen split, along with a gash
on her forehead patched with
150 stitches. My niece broke
both legs at the femur bone be-
cause she was pegged beneath
thedriversseat. My mother and
father both died onimpact. They
were last seen going to the car,
holding hands.

So every time thisyear, | re-
member what happened. | am
not telling you thissoyou could
hate this superficial day, but |
am trying to make the readers

machinery in public. To this|
say, “Excellent!” It makes the
jaded and languished jealous
and defines their groupings
even more and therefore pro-
vides greater support for my
theory. To the happy and func-
tioning couplesout there, | think
the Valentine’s Day that
Americahas cometo know, fits
youlikeaglove. Sospendyour
money on forgettabl e gifts, and
enjoy the day because next Feb-
ruary 14, you'll probably beone
of the jaded or worse yet, the
languished.

of Feb. 14

realize the importance of lov-
ing oneanother, especially your
parents. As the cliché goes,
“you don’t know what you got
until it’s gone.” Cherish every
day with your loved onesasif it
isyour last day alive.

Okay, I'll quit sounding like
the love poet RUMI, but | will
leave you with this: you do not
know when death will approach
you. Cherish each moment be-
cause Valentine’s Day is no
more special than any other day
of the year.

MARK
CHANDLER
Psychology

I

TANIA
SALAZAR
ild development

1ft?

HOP
HOANG
emical engineering

“ Something that he put time
and thought into.”

“ A coin-operated boy.”

“ A hand-made card.”

“Akiss”
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\=/Vhy carry guns? If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it

EDITOR:

“If it ain't broke, don't fix it,”
would be my short answer for why
our campus police officers should
continue to not carry letha weap-
ons.

But | have strong personal rea-
sons as well, relating to me nearly
killing a loved one. Jim is not the
loved one, just aclassmatel usedto
wrestle with in eighth grade, who
will reappear late in this tale of
love, passion and violence.

It all started innocently enough.
| wasabout 17, trying to study. My
mother wasinthenextroomwatch-
ing TV. It was on too loud. I've
forgotten if she ignored a polite
request to turn it down or if | was
just being abrat (probably, the lat-
ter).

In any case, | pulled the plug,

whichwasinmy room. Sheplugged
itback inandwent towatch, where-
upon | again unplugged it, where-
upon she re-entered my room and
began hitting my face.

| grabbed her wrists to prevent
her from hitting me. My beloved
father, hearingthecommotion, then
entered thefray. Hedemanded | et
my mother go. | refused until she
agreed to stop hitting me.

Not good enough! He judo-
chopped my wrists, which was to-
tally inconsistent with our rel ation-
ship. So now heand | started scuf-
fling, againtotally inconsistent with
theloving, nonviolent, relationship
he had done so much to nurture.

Hehad about a50-pound weight
advantage on me, so | think it sur-
prised us both that | was able to
send him sprawling al the way
across my bed and into the bed
headboard that we had spent many

hourscrafting. Hegot up dazed and
lunged at me. Again, | handled him
surprisingly easily, thistime send-
ing him crashing through awindow
on another side of the room!

| could have easily ended the
fight right then, pushing his head
downquickly sothat thefew jagged
glassshardsstill vertical would dlit
histhroat. | recoiled on seeing how
easy it would be to kill him. | de-
cided | would do nothing more ex-
cept protect myself.

| covered my face and gut and
said, “Go ahead. Besat the s—t out
of me!” He did hit me again and
again and again and again, but be-
tween every blow, he sobbed un-
controllably. | learnedthat day how
easily violence escalates and takes
people to places they could hardly
imagine. My pacifism started that
day. It hasn’t dways been easy. A
year later, amilitary science cadet

mistakenly believed | had expro-
priated hisROTC cap. When | said
| hadn’t, he slapped me hard in the
face. It hurt, but | just stared at him.
He dapped me in the face again
with equal force. When | did not
meet hisviolencewith my own, he
skulked away muttering.

Of course, | was familiar with
the successes of Gandhi in India
and Martin Luther King here, but it
was only on that day that | person-
ally was witness to the power of
nonviolence.

What does Jim, my old wres-
tling buddy, have to do with all
this?Well, hegrew uparound guns,
so it was not surprising that he
distinguished himself in Vietnam.
Onenight after hisreturn, therewas
aget-together at his house. After a
whilehewanted everyoneto leave.
Toeliminatethesassfactor, toshow
folks that he was serious, he pro-

duced a gun. There was a scuffle
and in the end, Andy, a kid who
grew up one house away from me,
lay dead.

Violence escalates to terrible
places. Onereadsfrequently inthe
newspapers of unarmed people be-
ing shot dead by well-trained po-
lice officers. With our officers un-
armed, we have not encountered
such tragedies. Why risk it?

One reason | have heard is that
most Bay Area college campuses
havearmedtheir officers. Dothose
campuses have the same pacific
campus we do?

And just because others are do-
ing something doesn't mean we
should, too. Let us be the beacon
on the hill —literally!

GEOFFREY A.HIRSCH
Associate Professor of Math-
ematics

NEWS

Geekde rap at Ohlone

Continued from Page One

science and technol ogy cater to people’ sthoughtsandintellect, said Bajg.
When he decided to make a video, he thought of Ohlone. “Neil
respondedquickly,” said Bajgj. “ Having an academicenvironmentismore

conducive to the process.”

Strudwick thought the ideawas agood one. “1 think it’sacool idea, |
listened to the music and thought it was cool.” He has enjoyed working
with Bagjaj, “Heis very open minded, takes suggestions well.”

Although Strudwick isanew multimediainstructor who took over the
classinJanuary, heiswell versedinart design. Hewasoneof thecreator’s
of Pac Man 3-D and redesigned the Pac Man logo. He has extensive
experience in the video game industry.

The students are thrilled to be working on the CD. Modeling and
animation are difficult and a chance to work on something like thisis a
great experience, said Strudwick. Heisalsoworkingwith Gary Kauf inthe
broadcasting department to create a new logo identity for Ohlone TV

Channdl 28.

You can buy his CD at Amazon.com or at RLPKrecords.com. Cost is
$11.98. Here are the lyrics from one of the cuts:

Enjoy the Ride

Lots of capacitors and resistors

Rely on transistor switching fine

In a machine made of silicon and steel

My brothers in mechanical, electrical and chemical field
Created a chip with 50 million transistors

CPU, math coprocessor and graphics engine

It takes electrons flowing across the gate

L

L

s
i,
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Photo by David Mohammadi
Play and classroom area at new Child Development Center is bright and
airy. The building was dedicated Wednesday evening.

Ohloneboard dedicates child center

A short distance from source to drain
A journey obviously not made in vain

Chorus
Sit back enjoy the ride
Computer geeks have arrived

The internet is a creation devine;

Plumbing every line;

modem, Router; cable network and wireless
put together to criss-cross the globe

round the world criss cross the globe

WAN and LAN, WAP and SAP

Stop and think

How the world shrinks

Stop and think

How the computer blinks

It's an on demand world now;

Do you want me to show you how

User-interface, middleware and backend combine

To make communication across platforms flowing fine
Fine you chech my rhyme, | got no time to stand in line
(No no no no...)

Sit back enjoy the ride
Computer geeks have arrived

| pack more heat in a computer chip than any man
there is more than most can handle

the trick is to protect the circuit and conduct the heat
without causing to short circuit

Hot electrons can ruin my day

Switch the transistor to go the other way
| make my software self healing

To prevent such a calamity from dealing
A deadly blow to my directory root

If all else fails... YO. REBOOT

Sit back enjoy the ride
Computer geeks have arrived x 5

Continued from Page One

ing room to discuss issues ranging from the new
Newark Ohlone Center to the 2004-2005 financia
report.

Vice President of Business Services Deanna
Walston hopes to award a bid on the New Newark
Ohlonesiteultimately by 2007 andwouldliketohave
it open by fal of that year. Walston introduced
architects Karen Cribbins-Kuklin and Keven Ol cott,
who displayed a blueprint of the planned Newark
center.

Trustee Robert Brunton raised concerns over put-
tingthebuilding onthemost valuabl e partsof thesite.
The board voted to increase the architects' contract
by $202,149 and the Newark Center package re-
ceived only one “nay.”

Theboard also voted to fill two new positions: the
Director of Institutional Research and Director of

Grants.

The board then considered the 2004-05 financia
report. Trusteeslooked closely at enrollmentsand the
amount of revenue coming in and increased revenue
projections. Certain categories of revenue have de-
clined.

Trustees said the college may not have reached its
target of student enrollment, so the board hopes to
reduce the budget by $438,000. The board approved
the report unanimously.

Trustee Brunton used arecent developmentin
Hayward to illustrate the value of an elected
board. Hesaid CSU Hayward changed its name
to CSU East Bay, “even though the students
were opposed to it and the faculty was opposed
toit, and the people of Hayward were opposed to
it, but their board, who isn't elected, unani-
mously changed it.”

Pdll Grant outlook isclarified

Continued from Page One
ing others completely.

Most of the affected will be studentswhosefamily
incomerangesfrom $35,000t0 $40,000, Staff Direc-
tor of the Advisory Committee on Financial Assis-
tance Brian Fitzgerald said.

Jacqueline Bradley said Californiaschoolsdo not
need to worry.

California community college students' fees per
unit wererecently increased so muchthat evenif Pell
Grantslower theamount of financial aid, therewould

be “no penalty,” Bradley said. Unit fees were in-
creased from $11 to $26 last fall.

“[The changes] won't affect California schools
much,” Bradley said.

Congressmaintai ned the maximumamount for Pell
Grantsat $4,050. Studentswill not be receiving more
money from the Pell Grants; the additional fundingis
intended to satisfy the growing number of applicants.

Bradl ey said that despitethe current circumstances,
it is never too late for students to apply for financial
aid.






