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By LINDA STONE
Features editor

Wanting to banish the image of a
pencil-carrying, pocket protector
geek, Rajeev Bajaj has set out to re-
engineer the look of the modern
day scientist to the bling bling of an
iPod, Blackberry and Bluetooth
technology.

Bajaj is working with Neil
Strudwick, Ohlone’s new multime-

dia instructor, and some of his stu-
dents in his Advanced 3D Model-
ing/Animation (MM117) class,
making a 3-D animated video of his
song Geek Dreams from the CD,
Geek Rhythms, in hopes of market-
ing it to high tech companies, and,
perhaps, MTV as an “edutainment”
message to garner interest in sci-
ence and technology.

“I’m trying to bring an element
of education into entertainment,”

said Bajaj. “It’s not instructional in
content but introductory in con-
cept.”

In making Geek Rhythms, Bajaj
believes that he has made a small
place in history by combining the
strength and influence of music and
technology. By making technology
infused with music, he feels that he
can make learning, appreciating and
working in technology a multi-fac-
eted and rewarding experience.

Bajaj received his Ph.D. in
chemical engineering from the
University of Texas at Austin in
1995 and has worked in the semi-
conductor industry in various engi-
neering and management positions.
He is currently the CEO of
Semiquest, a semiconductor mate-
rials start-up company in Fremont.

 The idea of making a rap CD
came to him in January 2004. He
recorded eight songs with several

well-known artists in his native
country, India. Postproduction was
done locally, and it went on sale in
October through Amazon.com
where it is currently ranked at 1,979.

He began his project because
scientific principles have a very
specific language and expression
that typically requires training and
understanding, while music caters
to instinctive emotions in people,
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By WENDY LAO
Staff writer

Rumors about Pell Grant changes have been flying around campus,
leaving students confused about whether the amount of financial aid they
receive may be increasing or decreasing.

Pell Grants, the main federal form of financial aid for college students,
served more than 5 million students last year. Congress recently added
$458 million to the funding for Pell Grants, raising the fund to approxi-
mately $12.4 billion.

However, recent procedural changes may affect grant eligibility for up
to 1 million students, cutting financial aid awards to some and disqualify-

By CLIFTON M. DER BING
Staff writer

The ASOC met Tuesday to further discuss the several activities
and concerns for this semester.

With nine new sworn-in senators, the student government is
planning the next monthly ASOC Continental Breakfast, which
will be held on Monday, Feb. 14 from 9 to 11 a.m. in the Quad,
with a Valentine’s Day theme.  All Ohlone students and employ-

Valentine breakfast set
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By BRITNEY BINDEL
Staff writer

On bus billboards, movie
screens, and in Bay Area newspa-
pers, one name is noticeably ap-
pearing more. It is not the name of
a movie star, car or food brand, but
rather the green and white emblem
of Ohlone Community College.

Ohlone is heightening its profile

to raise awareness of opportunity
that is available to the surrounding
communities.

 The plethora of communities in
the Bay Area are well represented
by the diverse multi-cultural and
wide-spanned ages of Ohlone’s stu-
dent body. The purpose of the in-
creased publicity, according to
Patrice Birkedahl, director of pub-
lic information, is to make “...sure

everyone that needs [Ohlone] has
access to it.”  The publicity is geared
toward the following three sets of
people:

1. Older students who are retain-
ing jobs and are desiring more train-
ing in order to further their careers.

2. Active adults who are ad-
vanced in years and seeking life
enrichment through the furthering

Photo by Daniel Kwan
Rapping engineer is using Ohlone students to bring some bling-bling to the
geek image.
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By FRANK ADDIEGO
Staff writer

The Ohlone Board of Trustees
began their meeting Wednesday by
cutting a ribbon with a giant pair of
scissors to open the new Child De-
velopment Center.

The $3.7 million, 2,799 square-
foot building was funded by a state
bond issue. The building contains
such high-tech features as a toy
sterilizer, security cameras through-
out the building, one-way observa-
tion mirrors and rooms designed to

teach four different age groups.
The board adjourned outside to

cut the ribbon.
“We did fudge it a little,” said

Superintendent Doug Treadway.
“We did use the building before it
officially opened.”

Cutting the ribbon was Board
President John Weed and Paul
Miller, executive director of
Kidango, who will operate the Cen-
ter.

After the ceremony, the Board
of Trustees moved inside to its meet-


