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Softball forces
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Kristine Beristianos delivers during Ohlone’s
blowout Thursday. She pitched 4 shutout innings.

Two lossesin onegamefor Men's Bak

By NICK ZAMBRANO
Saff writer

How doesonecel ebrate coming off
abig victory on ariva’s home court?
The traditional way would be to keep
the team momentum going with an-
other victory over the next opponent.
However, that is not always the case.
For the boysin the green and gold, it
wasanight that was compl etely oppo-
site.

It wasanight of lossesfor the Ren-
egades, the obvious loss came in the
form of the 64-49 pounding handed to
them by the Owls of Foothill College,
last Wednesday night.

But before the gameredlly got into
motion, a hush came over the crowd.
Onthefloor of Epler GymwasOhlone
star, Jason Bulll.

Bull who had just came off an
extraordinary gameagainst Chabot,
went downwithinthefirsttwomin-
utes of the game. The injury oc-
curredwhileBull wasrunning down
the court and stepped on a Foothill
player’'s foot causing the ankle to
buckle. After spending some time

lying on the court, Bull was car-
ried off by the trainers to the
sidelines. He then spent the rest
of the game on the trainer’'s
bench with his ankle elevated.
He will be out for at least one
week, if theanklepermitshimto
come back at all.

Needlessto say thisaffected the
outcome of the game.

After Bull was carried off the
court, the Renegadeswerevisibly
not the same team. The team that
had defeated Chabot ontheir home
court the previous week, was no-
whereto befound. Foothill domi-
nated the inside game on both
sides of the ball, offensively and
defensively. Offensively, Foothill
dictated the tempo of the game
with constant pushes to the bas-
ket, leavingtheRenegadessearch-
ing for adefensive prayer.

On offense, Ohlone had no
clear cut “go to” man. The Ren-
egade attack, or lack there of,
also consisted of constant inside
pressure.

Easy lay-upattemptsseemed|ike
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By STEVEN CHAVEZ
Foortseditor

The Ohlonesoftbal |l team cruised
to victory last Thursday over the
American River College Beavers,
scoring in every inning, eventually
forcing the game to be caled on
account of the“ mercy rule’ winning
the game after the top of the fifth
inning was recorded 11-0.

The Lady Renegades jumped
aheadto stay inthefirstinning when
leadoff hitter Lauren Pensawalked,
stole second, advanced to third on a
groundout and scored on a passed
ball by American River.

Theday didn't get any better for the
Beavers, asthe Lady Renegades pro-
ceaded to assault thescoreboard, send-
ing eight betters to the plate in the
second, third and fourth innings, scor-
ing three, three and four runs respec-
tively.

Team captainsKrigine Berigtianos
and Keri Macinsky both had big days
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for Ohlone on their way to thewin.

Berigtianos pitched the first four
innings, dlowing just two hitsto go
with her two strikeouts, onewalk and
one hit-batsman. She dso added a3
for 3day a theplate, completingthree
out of thefour legsof thecycle- miss-
ingonly ahomer- whilescoringthree
runsand callecting three RBIs.

Macinky was 2 for 2 with two
singles, two stolen bases and three
runs scored.

ThelL ady Renegadeswereplaying
an American River team that was
playing their first game of the season
andtheytook advantageof overthrows
and missed communicationswith ag-
gressive baserunning.

“That’ sour philosophy,” ssidHeed
Coach Donna Runyon. “We aways
practice taking the extra base.”

Thatthey did, asOhlonetallied
seven stolen bases and advanced
base six times on passed balls.

Monica Carrazco scored three
runs while going 1 for 2 with an
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RBI at theplate. Debi Princewas 1
for 3 with two RBIs.

Ohloneislooking to defend the
leaguetitlethat they won last year,
going 14-2 in league play.

“(This is) one of the largest
squads|’vehad, 16,” said Runyon.
“Wehavedepthinevery position.”

The Lady Renegades have five
sophomore gtarters: Macinsky, Pensa,
Carrazco, Beridtianosand transfer stu-
dentMdlory LantzfromWest Vdley.

Ohlonehasabusy week ahead of
themwithagame Thursday, Feb. 10
a 3 p.m., aswdl as adoubleheader
on Sunday, Feb. 13 with the first
game starting at 10 am.

Ohloneisthen settotakeonrival
Chabot College next Tuesday, Feb.
15a3p.m.

“It's like when the Raiders play
the 49ers,” said Runyon. “(Players)
can'thelpit, they just getalittlemore
excited.”

All gamesare being played here at
Ohlone College on the softhall field.

/~ DAY DATE OPPONENT TIME )
Thursday 02/10/05 vs. Modesto Junior College 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 02/13/05 vs. Collegeof Redwoods/ Fresno City 10:00a.m.and 2:00p.m.
\_ Tuesday 02/15/05 vs. Chabot College 3:00 p.m. )
unbearable chores for Ohlone, but LY '

for Foothill they were genuine op-
portunities for rebounds.

“WEe'reintrouble, we haveto do
better on rebounding,” expressed
Ohlone Head Coach John Peterson
on histeam'’ sinability to grab more
boards.

Althoughthegamewasadowner,
Ohlone had afew bright spots. Try-
ing to pick up the dack in Bull's
absencewas Ryan Cooper. Cooper
had 12 pointsandwas5 of 6fromthe
freethrow line.

Also adding to the team effort
wassophomoreguard Steve Cotton,
who had 11 points.

Asif thingswerenot going down
hill aready, Ohlone lost freshmen
guard Sam Kim for the rest of the
season to a broken wrist.

Peterson admitted that two of the
practices prior to the Foothill game
weren't of the quality he expects
from hisplayers. In regardsto prac-
ticesPetersonsaid, “wewill work on
everything.” He continued, saying
“from one-on-one defending, to re-
bounding.”

Showingthecomposurethat needs
tocomewithhisoccupation, Peterson
kept his cool and looked on to the
future. As far as this game went,
Petersonsaiditbest, stating, “there’ s
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Steve Cotton tries to wrestle the ball from a
Foothill player while Coach Peterson looks on.

no use crying over spilled milk.”

The Renegades will be on the
road this week, but will have their
homefinale against rival Chabot on
February 19.

Emmitt Smith was the model of class and heart

Thank you for 15 seasons worth of
excitement. Thank youforbeingthemost
prolific running back to ever play in the
NFL in both rushing yards and touch-
downs. Thank you for 11 seasons of
1,000rushingyardsand 8 seasonswithat
least 10 touchdowns, twice going over
20. Thank youfor going over 200 carries
indl but one of thoseyears.

When | was ayoung lad, growing
up the product of a peninsula-raised
father, | was ahardcore 49ersfan.

Seeing as | spent many-a-formetive
year wetching Smith blaze through 49er
defenses en route to another Cowboy
championship, | greatly resentedtheguy.
| wastoo young to enjoy the 49er cham-
pionships before the 90s, 0 | enjoyed
exactly zero a thet point. | heard al the

dories, but never redly witnesseditin
afashionthat couldtruly beembraced.

In the early 90s, however, | hit
maybe the pesk of my fanaticiam. In
both 1992 and 1993 | was forced to
watch as my team lost consecutive
NFC Championship games to the
Smith-led Cowboys, only to watch
themwinwhatwassupposedtobemy
championship. Our championship
(hey, dl us niner fans thought they
were just supposed to be ours at thet
point. Boy werewewrong).

It wasn't until the next year thet |
gottoseethemwinone, | fear theonly
onel’ll ever remember.

Suffice to say, | hated the guy. |
cheered when hewent down with an
injury and sneered when he came
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beck the next series. | caled him a
wussy for “faking” an injury to cal
attention to himsalf when hereturned.

I now realize my mistake. He
wasn't awussy.

Hewas awarrior.

A man that would gtand up in the
faceof adversity, painandal challeng-
ers amanthawoulddoanythingtoput
histeeaminapogdtiontowin. Thisisthe

guy that arosefrom aseparated shoul-
der to carry histeam to awin on ther
way to the second title of the Aikman-
Smith-lrvinera

Hewasaquietguy whonever redly
good out, evenonthefied. Despitedl
thegrest thingsthat heaccomplishedin
his career, Smith only garnered two
mgor individua awardsinhis15-year
caresr; hewontheNFL MVPand the
Super Bowl MVP during thet 1993
campaign.

Graciousandwillingto passoff the
accolades to others till the very end,
Smithdoledoutalaundry-listof people
to thank during his retirement speech.

The NFL isgoing to miss Smith,
not for histwo seasonsin Arizona, or
even for his 13 in Dalas. No, the

NFL is going to miss the attitude,
passion and fire of aman that never
gaveup, and never did wrong, away
from thefield or onit.

Pepper Johnson was a 6'3" 250
Ib. linebacker on the New Y ork Gi-
ants, a bitter rival of the Cowboys,
and hehadthistosay about the5' 10”
2501b. Smith: “| saw aguy with the
eyeof ademon, aguy that rantheball
with a passion, aguy that had great
vision and a small guy that didn't
play small. | remember him picking
meup onablitz and when he hit me,
he was like, * Oh Pepper, | shocked
you on that, didn’t [?”

Thank you Mr. Smith, you have
truly made animpression on at least
two of us.



