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Bill would increasefunding for OhloneHealth Center

EDITOR:

Thisisahuge thing. | am look-
ing for anyone who would be will-
ing to help us convinceour legida
tors to alow the Cdifornia Com-
munity Colleges to charge those
studentswhoreceiveBOG waivers
financial aid to pay themeady $13
student health fee.

Thebill in question is AB982.

Currently, if studentsevenshow
$1 of need, they do not haveto pay
the student health fee, but havefull
accesstothehealth center services.

Throughout theyears| havesur-
veyed many students who are on
financial ad and none of them
would have any problem paying

the fee for the amount of service
they receive.

Infact, moreoftenthannot, they
are the students who need our ser-
vices the most because they have
no other accessto affordablehealth
care.

Without us they would either
ignore their health issues, which
could lead to more serious prob-
lems, or go to the ER, which could
run into hundreds of dollars. Sixty
percent of our studentsdo not have
any health insurance and do not
qualify for Medi-Cal under Cali-
forniaguidelines. They either have
to have children, be over 65, have
kidney failure, or be on kidney di-
alysisto qualify.
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The bill, AB982, that all of the
community colleges have been
struggling to get passed is finally
on the roster and the more people
we have respond to the issue, the
more likely it will pass and the
health serviceswill be ableto con-
tinue.

TheOhlone Student Health Cen-
terisindirebudget straits, withthe
lower enrollment, theend to ahuge
grant, and tuition increase which
qualifies more students for finan-
cia aid. With the lack of funds, |
amhavingto cut my parttimenurse
practitioner, our health educator,
our HIV tester, and all health edu-
cation programs.

We are totally supported by the

student health fee, sowetruly need
all wecanget. Fromthat healthfee
we pay all saaries, utilities, sup-
plies, equipment repair, physician
consultation, over-the-counter
medications, condoms, and all pro-
motional material for the health
center and educationa activities.

Soplease, let meknow if youare
willing to help in any way. | am
planning on putting a packet to-
gether and visiting State Sen. Liz
Figueroaand Rep. Pete Stark, 13th
District. Thisissue has come and
goneontheradar attheChancellor’'s
office for years, so while we have
the chance we need to jump.

My goal isto keep our students
as healthy and productive as | can

so that they may learn prevention
as well and self care so they may
complete their education and be-
come contributing members of so-
ciety.

Remember, for every student
wedon’t seewho goestothe ER or
urgent care, eventually the cost is
passed ontouswhether itisthrough
a state program or a write-off for
that institution. They just raisethe
feessotherest of uspick up thetab
with higher premiums or in our
taxes.

Thanks for reading this.

SALLY BRATTON
Director, Student
Health Center
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