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Ohlone joins Aztec New Year’s celebration

By FRANK ADDIEGO
Saff writer

On March 12 and 13, the Indig-
enous Peoples Council will hold a
celebration of Aztec New Year's
inSan José. Theevent will feature
Native Americandancing, lectures
and more.

“Theterm Native Americanisa
very broad term in and of itself,”
said Ohlone Chicano Studies in-
structor Ralph DeUnamuno, who
will be co-coordinating the event.

The first day will focus on the

Math teac

By AMAN MEHRZAI
News editor

Imagine that you have achieved
successinyour life. What one per-
son in your past would you give
credit to? Perhaps aformer teacher
would come to mind.

The Who's Who Among
America s Teachers award gives
teachers a chance to recognize the
difference they made in reaching
their students.

Ohlone’ sMath Instructor Linda
Messiareceived this award for the
secondtimeinarow. Only students
with high recognition for academic
excellence in the Who's Who
Among AmericanHigh School Stu-
dentsand TheNational Dean’ sList
can nominate a teacher who has
had the most impact on their aca-
demic success.

Last year Messia taught for the
Newark/OhloneMath OutreachPro-
gram that allows high school stu-
dentsreceivecollegecredit for math
classestakenin the program. Oneof
her students, Murcil Makhani, an
honor role math student who may
attend Harvard University, nomi-
nated Messiafor the award.

Only 5 percent of the nation's
top teachers are given the award
with lessthan 2 percent making it
in more than once.

Messia has taught at Ohlone for
two part timeyearsand threeand a
half years as afull time instructor.
She started teaching after leaving
Lockheed Martin Space Systems

dancing of indigenous people, be-
ginning at 10 a.m. and continuing
onuntil 7 p.m. The event will be
filled with spectacles of Native
American and Chicano dance, ac-
cording to DeUnamuno. Tribes
from al over the U.S. and Latin
Americawill berepresented. This
will include dancers from the
Apache, Lakota, Zuni and Ohlone
nations.

DeUnamuno promised a “day
of dancing ceremonies... there'll
be different dancing tribes.”

Thesecond day of thefestivities
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Division in Sunnyvale as a staff
engineer after Lockheed Martin
layed off more than 18,000 em-
ployees. Although her job was se-
cure at the time, Messia said she
decided to leave to do something
she always wanted to do, teach.
“Here' sareal causethat’ sworthy,”
thought Messia, “1 wanted to give

will take a more scholarly look at
indigenous culture. The program
for March 13 will center on lec-
tures. Willie Underbagage of the
L akota-Mexika Culture Exchange
will be one of the most prominent
speakersat theevent. He' sknown
as a tireless activist for Native
American rights.

Another speaker will be Mae-
stro Ocelocoatl Ramirez from
Mexico City.

Thiseventisbeing held not only
to observe Aztec New Y ear, but to
explorethedifferencesin different

her winsaward
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Linda Messia with her ‘Who’s Who’ award.

something back, to make a differ-
ence.”

Messia, along with varying re-
sponsihilities in the math depart-
ment, currently teachesaself-paced
math class designed to help stu-
dents achieve success in math de-
spite difficulties or shortcomings
they may have with the subject.
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tribes of indigenous people.

“We've outreached to people
from al over the Bay Area,” said
DeUnamuno. “ They’regoingtobe
introduced to the diversity of Na-
tive Americans.”

Some, including DeUnamuno,
feel that many people have avery
specific and stereotypical view of
indigenous people.

“The important thing isto have
all these Indian groups come to-
gether,” said DeUnamuno. “The
message isn’t ‘get it straight,’ it's
so people can seethe differences.”
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classes.

everyone.

kitchen.

Avoid all cliches
like the plague

trucking. Then hopefully, the ends will justify the means.

Just imagine, Ohlone staff and instructors must be doing
something right when students go marching one by one up those
steep steps, listen to the echoing calls of fake birds and attend

Not only that, but Ohlone manages to provide any student a
cornucopiaof subjects of which they might find someinterest to
pursue; alowing them to think outside the box. When all is said
and done, Ohlone prevails as an ingtitution of learning, open to

Literally, “aworld of cultures, unitedinlearning.” And when
life gives you lemons, make lemonade and if that doesn’t work,
just remember: if at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.

Andif al elsefails, if you can’t stand the heat, get out of the

Want to Help Your
Community?
Earn CSU Transferable
Work Exp. Units,
and Possibly Get Paid
by becoming a
Community Tutor/Mentor

To find out how, come to
the Ohlone Community
Tutor/Mentor Recruitment
Forum on Friday,
March 11, at 2:00 pm
in room 8113
Or Call 659-6124




