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Softball team ranked 10th in California

By STEVEN CHAVEZ
Foorts editor

The Lady Renegades softball team earned an-
other victory on Tuesday with a“mercy rule” win
over DeAnzathat kept them undefeated in conference
play.

The game was much tighter than the 9-1 finish
wouldimply, asDe Anzakept thegameclosewell into
the five-inning game.

De Anza actually drew first blood in the top of
the first inning when Krista Gambrel singled and
came around to score two batters later on another
single.

That second hit, however, wasthefina hit DeAnza
would collect until the fifth inning, as Kristine
Beristianos collected her composure and shut down
the Dons for the rest of the game.

Beristianos had six strikeouts and no walks, while
giving up just those three hits, as she threw the com-
plete game.

Ohlone answered back in the bottom of the first
inning, scoring the first three hitters that came to the
plate.

Lauren Pensaled off the game with asingle. Keri
Macinsky quickly followedwithan RBI double. Missy
Crosscameup next and promptly singledinMacinsky.

Crosslater scored when De Anza spitcher Crys-
tal Fisher, who wascalled twicefor illegal pitches,
lost her control and threw three consecutive wild
pitches.

Thegamestayed at 3-1, with neither Ohlonenor De
Anzagetting even onerunner on basein the second or

the third inning.

The top of the fourth was more of the same, but the
Lady Renegades broke the monotony in the bottom of
thefourth when Mallory Lantz came up with aone-out
single. Jackie Pappalardo followed Lantz' ssingle with
one of her own.

With two runners on, one out and the game getting
older by the second, Ohlonewaslooking for abig hit to
break the game open.

Up next was freshman catcher Kelly Taylor.

After fouling off anumber of pitches, Taylor nailed
one to deep |eft-center that was over everyone's head.
When the play was over, Taylor was standing on third
with atriple and Ohlone had a 5-1 lead.

The Lady Renegadesfinished off thejobinthefifth.
After thefirst two batterswereretired, Ohlonestarted a
two-runrally. AliciaGil-Abrego started theinningwith
awalk. That was followed by consecutive singles by
MonicaCarrazco, Kirsten Hiett and Pappalardo. Taylor
again came up big, putting the game at themercy rule’s
limit of eight runs after five innings with a double,
sending home her third RBI of the game.

Ohlone is now ranked 10th in the state by
jucaltransfer.com, ranked behind powerhouses such as
West Valley and Butte College (who up till now isthe
only team to beat Ohlone this season, 5-3 in the Sierra
College Tournament two weeks ago).

Ohlonewill beplaying host to the 13th annual March
M adness Tournament thisweekend at the Central Park
SportsComplex (seegray box below for details), where
they will be competing with 15 other teams.

Their next home game is March 15 versus City
College of San Francisco.
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Kristine Beristianos delivers a pitch during the
Lady Renegades’ 9-1 victory over De Anza.

The Ohlone softball team will be hosting the  there is one winner of the Silver Bracket and one Saturday Sunday
13th annual March Madness tournament this winner of the Gold Bracket. 1ST ROUND @
Saturday and Sunday, March 12 and 13. Participating teams are as follows: Chabot, Ohlone vs. Yuba @

The tournament will be held at the Central CosumnesRiver, DeAnza, Feather River, Lassen, 9 a.m. 11am.
Park Sports Complex on Stevenson Boulevard.  Merced, Monterey, Napa, Ohlone, Porterville,

Sixteen teamsfrom throughout Californiawill  San Jose City, San M ateo, Siskiyous, Solano, Taft
compete in the two-day tournament, with each  and Y uba College. Ohlone vs. Lassen @ 2ND ROUND @
team competing in three games on Saturday. M aking significant sponsorship contributions: 1 1p.m

The teams are divided into four groups of four ~ Clif Bar, David Sunflower Seeds, Diamond, p-m. o
teams, soeachteamwill play every teaminitspool.  Easton Sports, the Fremont Marriott Hotel and

The pool play from Saturday will determine  Ringor Shoes.
how the teams are ranked for Sunday’ s Gold and Ohlone will be going into the tournament on a Ohlone vs. Merced @ FINALS @
Silver Brackets. Those teams will play until 5-game winning streak and a record of 14-1-1. 5p.m. 3 p.m.
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By STEVEN
CHAVEZ
Foorts editor

Now, let's just get this out in the
open right off the bat: | was a huge
Dustin Hermanson fan the past two
SEasons.

Back in 2003, Hermanson was

thrown on the scrap heap of the
major leagues. Hewasapitcher that
no one wanted. He had to sign a
minor leaguecontact withtheGiants
just to have achance at getting back
to “the bigs.”

Hermanson was converted from a
darting pitcher toacloser near theend
of last season because the Giants had
logt faithin their dloser Matt Herges.

Hedidvery wdlfillingintoarole
that he had not previoudly tried out,
converting 17 out of 20 save oppor-
tunities.

Then something happened. That
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Casey Cardone makes a push for Ohlone during
the men’s team’s loss on Friday. The women won
their meet; both teams competed against Foothill.

something was simple: Hermanson
believed hewasbigger thantheteam.

I'll make this as simple as pos-
sbleforyounon-sportsjunkies: play-
ersaresometimesgivenperformance
incentives in their contracts, giving
themmoremoney for achieving cer-
tain goals.

Hermanson had it in his contract
that he could earn $200,000 by get-
ting certain numbers.

He didn't get those numbers, ac-
cording to him, because he was con-
vertedtoacd oser rather thanremaining
adarter, like hewaswhen he sgned.

ng victor

By BRENDEN BLAKE
Saff writer

ThelL ady Renegades swimteam
continued its strong start by beat-
ing Foothill College 140-62 in a
dual meet last Friday. The victory
kept the team’s record perfect in
dual competition and continued a
promising start to the season that
coach GeneKendall hopeswill end
with a conference title.

Amanda Jackson led the way,
assheplacedfirstinthreeevents.
Along with being a member of
winning free-style relay team,
Jackson also won the 1000-meter

He actually said that the Giants
“screwed” him out of those incen-
tives by turning him into a closer,
saying they should have paid him
anyway andthat if they hadpaid him
hewould havesignedwiththemat a
discounted rate this season.

Now, | haven't played organized
sports in about 6 years, but from
what | remember, you sometimes
have to make a sacrifice or two in
order to dowhat isbest for theteam.

Obviously, Hermanson believed
he was bigger than the team, and
since | have limited space, I'll let

|OUS over

free-style and 500-meter free-
style. Lauren Ashley also had a
strong showing as she won two
events, the 50- and 100- meter
freestyle. Erin Morgan was the
Renegades’ third multiple event
winner, taking the 100-meter fly
along with the 200-meter Indi-
vidual Medley.

“Theoneevent that | wasdis-
appointed in was the 200-meter
medley relay loss,” said coach
Kendall. “Foothill really handed
it to usin that event.”

Asidefromthat event, theteam
was very strong throughout the
competition.

Crybaby former players remind teams why they let 'em go

Giants General Manager Brian
Sabian explain my feelings.

“Wedidn't owehimadimeunder
any circumstances. It soundslikehe
must not be happy where he's at if
he's damming us, as wdl as it's
pretty ironic we took him off the
scrapheap. Wecangetintorevision-
ist history, too. He was a released
player that weturnedback intosome-
thing to get him a contract.”

Funny how people forget so
quickly what an organizationdid for
themwhenit’ stimefor theorganiza-
tion to do for him.

Foothill

A shorthanded men’s team
suffered its first loss of the year
in dual meet competition. “We
weremissing four key guys,” said
Kendall. “I feel confident that if
we had our full team, we would
have comeaway with thevictory.

“| am not too concerned about
the loss, because dual competi-
tions don’'t have anything to do
with the conference finals. If we
do well there, we can still finish
highinconference,” Kendall said.

For their next event, both
teams will travel to San Luis
ObispofortheQuestalnvitational
on March 18 and 19.



