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Klent has fun with chemistry, fire

By JAMESHENDRA
Saff writer

Bang! Last Friday’s Brown Bag
Seminar openedwithasmall chemi-
cal reaction, very similartoarocket,
or ajet engine, without the machin-
ery. More like an explosion, actu-
aly.

Jm Klent, retired professor of
chemistry, demonstrated matter and
energy and the changes they un-
dergo, in Room 3201 from 1 to 2
p.m. Morethan 200 peopl eattended.

Klent said that there are many
types of chemical reactions. First,
he sprayed hair spray in various
things, such as cardboard tubes, to
see how it reacted.

He put aball in the tube, ignited
thehair spray andtheresultingmini-
explosionsenttheball flying across
the room, causing heads to duck in
the crowd, a crowd which filled all
the seats in the lectu-re hal and
overflowed around the walls.

He aso mixed some chemicals
together that then glowed bright
blue. First he mixed copper and a
compound called luminol in a con-
tainer that included atwisted glass
tube. With thelightsturned out, the

solution glowed bright blue as it
worked its way down the twisted
tube and into a beaker. From the
audience there was much
“0000000h”ing and
“ AaaaaA aaahhhhhh”ing.

After that experiment burned out,
Klent moved to another one, in
which he pulled out ablock of dry
ice in a Styrofoam container. He
showed that the block had a hole
drilledinit, about aninchand ahalf
indiameter. Thenhepoureda LOT
of magnesiumpowder intothehole,
and lit it with a butane torch.

Quickly covering the hole with
another slab of dry ice, to protect
theviewer’ seyes, theicestartedto
glow bright whitewith the magne-
sium light source for several min-
utes. It burned so long, and it
created enough smoketo set of f the
firealarmsin Building 3.

Onecampuspoliceofficeranda
couple of workers from Buildings
and Groundsshowed upto seewhat
thealarmswere about. By thetime
they lookedinto Room 3201, Klent
had moved onto another experi-
ment and the alarms had stopped.

Klent wasdemonstrating anold
lamp, used in coal mines many

years ago. Thelamp consistsof a
container of anhydrous calcium
carbide, which, when mixed with
water, producesacetylene, aflam-
mable gas, which burns with a
bright light. These lamps were
also used on bicycles.

That lamp burned through the
entire rest of the presentation.
After thelamp, he put someregu-
lar water, and somecal cium chlo-
ride, into a bottle, put a silver
solution inside, and started to
shakeit. Atfirstitlooked likethe
glasswasturning purple. But then
it turned out that the glass was
being coated with silver on the
inside. As it was doing that, it
was being passed around the | ec-
ture hall. By the time it got past
thefirst row, it was almost a per-
fect silver on the inside.

Klent took out abag of marsh-
mallows, placed theminavacuum
chamber and sucked all the air
out of it. It was looking like the
experiment had failed, when he
pulled the tube out of the cham-
ber and the marshmal lows shrunk
to about a fourth their normal
size. About the size as amarble.

Then he took out a generator

Forensics team wins medals

From staff reports

TheOhloneCollegeForenscsTeam
returned from the CdiforniaCommu-
nity College Forensics Association
(CCCFA) State Championship Tour-
nament this past weekend in San Di-
ego with Gold and Silver Medalsin
debate, won by two of the top 10
debate teams in the state.

Thisisthefirst time Ohlone has
medaled on the state level in de-
bate, earning multiple medals in
other events aswell.

“TheForensicsTeamdidagreat
job,” said debate coach Dave
Curtis. “ The debaters proved they
have the skill and knowledge to
beat 60 other teams.”

Garnering the Gold Medal in
Parliamentary Debatewastheteam
of Andrea Adams and Joyce
Chuang. “1 fedl like we' ve accom-

plished a major feat- |1 couldn’t
have done it without my partner,”
said Chuang. “ Thiswin proves we
havewhat it takesto go al theway
at nationals.”

Earning the Silver Medal in Par-
liamentary Debate was the team of
Erica Jubilado and Tony C. Y ang.
“It was extremely competitive,”
said Yang. “ Eventhoughwelostin
the final round to the undefeated
top seed from Southern California,
itwasagood learning experience.”

The two debate teams brought
back Ohlone College's first-ever
state championship medals in de-
bate. As a result, al five of the
traveling membersof the Forensics
Team have qualified to advanceto
theNational Forensics Tournament
held in Philadelphia, PA in April.

Cara Cuison, a team member
specializing in prepared speeches,

Nowellr
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missed breaking into her medal
roundsontwo out of threespeeches
by only one point. In addition to
winning debate gold, Chuang re-
ceived a Bronze Medal in her
Speech to Entertain. Yang won
Bronze Medals in Extemporane-
ous and Impromptu speaking.

“We have a great chance at na
tionals,” said Director of Forensics
TeresaSutowski. “ Becausewehave
agreat group of dedicated and hard-
working students.”

The Forensics Teamis continues
tohonetheir skillsin preparation for
the upcoming national tournament.

The award-winning Forensics
Team canbeseen performing at the
Forensics Showcase on March 30,
in the Nummi Theater at 7 p.m.
Admission is $5 and all proceeds
go toward the team’ straveling ex-
penses for the nationalsin April.

that produced 10,000 volts of
electrical current, but at such a
low ampere that it was mostly
harmless. To demonstrate, hetook
hold of the live metal prong with
one hand, then alight bulb with
theother hand, grounded thebulb
to a water faucet, and it lit up
like... well... alightbulb.

Finally, he took a mixture of
sugar and cream, added someva-
nilla, putitinto abowl and asked
for avolunteer. A strong-looking
guy from the audience came up
and Klent handed him a canister
of liquid nitrogen. While Klent
wasstirring, thevolunteer started
to pour in some liquid nitrogen.
Thisstuff isso cold that you can
flash-freeze flowers with it.

After al the liquid nitrogen
wasadded tothesugar and cream,
and after all thestirringwasdone,
Klent took the bowl and showed
it to the audience.

It was ICE CREAM. To show
that it was harmless, he ate some
himself then offered it to anyone
whowasinterested. Linesformed
that didn’t let out until long after
the presentation was done, with
not much ice cream left.

Guitar group
to play here

After performing sold-
out concertsthroughout the
Midwest, the Minneapolis
Guitar Quartetwill play the
Smith Center Saturday,
March 19 at 8 p.m.

TheMinneapolisGuitar
Quartet (MGQ) started in
1986 and mixes various
genres inspired by cham-
ber music and string quar-
tet traditions. MGQ’'s
sound ranges anywhere
from Renaissance and Ba-
rogue, Spanish, Latin
Americaand Romantic.

Tickets are available at
$25 for adults, $15 for
seniors, $10 for youth and
$15for OhloneCollegestu-
dents.

Correction

Last week’s Monitor
saidthat Ohlone' stutoring
and mentoring project for
grades K-6 offered credit
for transfer to UCs and
CSUs.

Actually, it offers only
general education unit
transfer to the CSU sys-
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WORLD FORUM

CHINA, U.S. & THE CHANGING
GLOBAL ECONOMY

Wednesday, April &6th, 12-2pm

SPEAKERS
Or. Henneth fong 12 pm

aITECRIOLDES YEITIUHE CRFERLISI,
CHARITHAN OF KENSON VEMTUAES

Or. Nancy Mangold 1pm
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