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Big plans
for ASOC's
Unity Week

By CLIFTON DER BING
Saff writer

The Associated Students of
Ohlone College met last Tuesday
todiscusscommitteeprogressand
updated announcements.

Unity Week 2005 will be held
from April 4-7. Most eventsare
free of chargeto all Ohlone affili-
ates and the general public to at-
tend.

Most eventswill betakingplace
at the ASOC Event Tent in Park-
ing Lot A by Hymann Hall. For a
completelist of eventsand further
descriptions, seePage 3 or pick up
pamphletsat theinformation desk
in Building 1.

ASOC Executive applications
areavailableat theEOPSofficein
Building 1. Studentsinterested in
joining must apply by April 20.
The positions up for election are
president, vice president, secre-
tary, treasurer, representative at
large, student board of trustee and
legislative representative.

Students must be enrolled in at
least nine units, carry a2.75 GPA
or more, beavailableto attend the
weekly meetings and serve for
both Fall 2005 and Spring 2006
semestersin order to qualify. 50
unduplicated Ohlone student sig-
natures are required for eligibil-
ity.

An open poetry reading will be
held in the Library on April 21
from 1 - 3 p.m. All students, fac-
ulty, staff and the general public
are invited to this event in com-
memoration of National Poetry
Month.

Closing the meeting was a re-
quest by Librarian Elizabeth Silva
for $150 from ASOC to help fund
the costs of snacks and refresh-
ments at the event, which will be
voted on by thecouncil next Tues-

story on Page 5.

Sue Owen, administrative secretary in the Deaf Center, has become
the official duck feeder on campus. She arrives early, duck food in
hand, and her feathered friends all come running and quacking. See

Crunch
“ | InHealth
Center

By SEAN G. CRAWFORD
Editor-in-Chief

The Ohlone Health Center is
pushing for the passage of a new
bill that could increase their fund-
ing by $27,400 asemester, accord-
ingtoStudent Health Director Sally
Bratton.

AB 982 proposes that students
receiving financial aid would be
required to pay student health fees
of $13 each semester, afeethat is
currently waived for them.

Because of the student health
fee's recent increase, many more
students have become eligible for
student aid, which has slowly
crippled the Student Health Cen-
ter. If thebill passesand eventually
getssignedintolaw by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger theStudent Health
Center would be able to:

« Reinstate nurse practitioner
hours reduced last fall.

« ContinueHIV testing asafree
service.

 Continue and expand health
educational services such as
bloodrives, free over the counter
medications and the STARRS fun
run.

« Maintainregular hours, which
cannot continue without the extra
funding.

Althoughthebill would require
students getting financial aid to
pay the student health service fee
they would be able to pay it from
their financial aid.

Recently theHealth Center con-
ducted a survey of 259 students
and found that about 25 percent of
therespondentswerefinancial aid
recipients and of those recipients,
38 percent said that AB 982 would
causeeconomichardshipsforthem.

The bill will be voted on next
Tuesday, and if it passesit must be
voted on oncemorebeforeappear-
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Treadway In symposum

By AMAN MEHRZAI
News editor

OhlonePresident Doug Treadway
will moderate a symposium about
the war againgt terrorism, on April
10 at Chandni Restaurant, located
behind New Park Mdl in Newark.

The War or Peace Symposium
will host well-known speakers and
experts such as Congressman Pete
Stark, author and former Congress-
man Paul Findly, author Ivan Eland,

USFProfessor StephenZunes, along
with other notable speakers.

Theevent will havetwo sessions.
Thefirst will focus on terrorism, its
historical roots, psychological causes
and practical solutions.

The second panel discussion will
cover conflictsinIrag, Afghanistan,
Palesting, Isragl and the subject of
the Iranian Nuclear threat.

The symposium is open to the
public and admission isfree. If you
stay, dinner is $25.

Registrationwill beat 2 p.m. with
talks running until dinner a 6 p.m.
during which the keynote speech
will be presented.

The audience will consist of
elected officials, academics, busi-
ness leaders and any other commu-
nity members.

Students are highly encouraged
to attend and will receive $10 off
dinner if prior e-mail requests are
made at: info@aiis-website.org or
by goingtowww.aiis-website.org.

ing before the governor.

World Forum is next week

The shifting roles of China, the U.S. and the global economy
will bethefocus of Ohlone’ s second World Forum next Wednes-
day, April 6, from noon to 2 p.m. in the Epler Gymnasium.

Speaking at noon will be Dr. Kenneth Fong, biotechnology
venture capitalist and chairman of Kenson Ventures.

Speaking at 1 p.m. will be Dr. Nancy Mangold, director of the
China-America Business and education Center, at California
State University, East Bay.

I ntroducing the event will be Ohlone Presi dent/Superintendent
Dr. Douglas Treadway. This will be the second of two World
Forums. The first, about Iragq and Afghanistan, was Feb. 24.
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Al-Qaeda’ sAvenue Q, the street of death for U?

By TONY C. YANG
Layout editor

Lately, I've noticed a glaring
grammatical error- and itsperva-
sive and sinister nature eludes
even the most careful and presti-
giousnewsorganizations(includ-
ing this esteemed newspaper).

What am | talking about?

Themighty Q —whose domi-
nance in the field of linguistic
coalition-building surpasses
even that of thel and E collabo-
ration.

It is common knowledge that
the Q never appears without its
trusty partner, U. Never.

From the Queen’s English to
Quizno's (tasty) subs, we have
seen history’ s silent but insistent
quid pro quo concerning the Q-U
alliance. People have quelled re-
bellions with this potent word
and powerful struggles for queer
identity have used the “Qu” to
question the status quo.

It is this near-sacred kinship
that quite literally forms the ba-
sisof our quantum existence (the
quark). Even the band “Queen”
tellsusthat “We are the champi-
ons, my friend.”

Yet there is an outlier — a
questionable — nay, dangerous
exception.

Al-Qaeda is thisinsidious ex-
ceptiontotheruleof civilization.

Osamabin Ladenisnot only a
murderous terrorist, but he is a
cruel grammarian. Deliberately
subverting the common morals
of correct spelling, thisorganized
reign of lettered terror istruly a
threat to our way of life.

Sinceonly roguethugsanddic-
tators like Libya's Colonel
Qaddafi wantonly disregard such
spelling rules, just like they flout
international treaties and human
rights, it is imperative that we
take action in the regard.

We must never forget that our
language is our bedrock of

thought and expression and we
ought not allow foreign powers
to changeit.

TheOxford English Dictionary
hasmetitsantithesisand no quar-
ter ought tobegiven. Thischarge
to keep (our language pure) must
be pursued vigorously and we
must be vigilant in maintaining
the same language forever and
ever.

With profuse apologies to Sir
Winston Churchill, wemust never
never never quit. If we do, we
will only quicken our own de-
mise in a quagmire of endless
verbal quandaries.

Evil has a name: Al-Qaeda.

Don’t gripe,
write a letter

Your friends probably
won't say anything, but
they're really tired of hear-
ing you gripe all the time.
The governator, thewar, the
traffic, the rain, the drek on
TV -- complain, complain,
complain.

Here's a thought — stop
griping and put it al in a
letter to the editor. You'll
feel better and your friends
will be relieved. Send it to
monitor @ohlone.edu.

And ease up alittle.

A rape victim’s perspective: Don’t be too quick to make judgment

EDITOR SNOTE- Althoughthe
Monitor requiresthat writerssign
their letters and opinion pieces,
we are running thisopinion piece
unsigned at the request of the
writer, to protect her privacy be-
cause she isarape victim.

Hearing about the 15-year-old
who wasraped on campusat 9:30
in the morning came as complete
shock to me. But it was more so
theincompassionate and insensi-
tive remarks that | have heard
that really got to me.

| know.l_shouldn’t let other

Camprus COMMENT

RYAN
GRAPPONE
Kinesiology

“No, because I'm not actively
living life.”

people get to me, but it’s hard to
not let others affect me when it
comesto avery serious matter, a
subject that | happen to identify
with, understand and feel strongly
about.

All I'msayingisthat weshould
all try to evaluatethesituation, in
this case, and seriously think be-
fore we speak.

We should al know rapeis, un-
fortunately, very common. But now
that there have been instances on
this campus, with the 15-year-old,
it has, in asense, become personal
tousal.

> )

VANESSA
F ROGERS
Communications

Now, even if you have not di-
rectly been affected by rape (beena
victim or even known someone
personally who has been raped)
justimagineif the 15-year-old was
your sister, your cousin, your niece,
your aunt, your mom or even your
friend. Now, even within that mo-
ment, you have been directly af-
fected.

Ok, now let the thought sink in
for a moment. How do you feel?
Maybeanger, confusion, hurt... now
multiply those feeling by A LOT
and maybe you'll begin to under-
stand and grasp how that 15-year-

old rape victim feels.

Think twice before you even
joke around about rape. A rapeis
not an issue that should be taken
lightly. Just think how many rapes
actually go unreported because
people are fighting issues with
denial, blaming themselves, an-
ger, pain, just tonameafew. You
never know who in the room,
classroom, inthe store could bea
victim or dealing with rape in
some way.

It's not just a physical thing
they go through. It is an emo-
tional/mental battle they go

through during and especially
after if not their entire lives, but
for years.

All-in-all, | guess on behalf of
myself and others, please be cour-
teous and respectful about what
you say and the context of how it's
said, especially in certain environ-
ments. | understand peoplearejust
ill-informed and | hope that what |
say hereenlightensyou. Hopefully,
you'll even use what | say posi-
tively to your advantage.

Everything is a choice. How-
ever, with rape, you're even
robbed of having a choice.

[f.you-Wwere in a vegetative state, would you want to be put on a feeding tube?

MORGAN
RICHARDSON
Art

' CHARLES
OLSON
Theatre

AARON
ALBRIGHT
Molecular Biology

*

“No, | don't want to live the
rest of my lifein a hospital .”

“Yes, I'd like for my family to
till seeme.”

“ Yes, because everyone has a
placein theworld.”

“1'd want morphine and then
I’d want to die.”






