NOTICE TO READERS: Due
to police action which va-
cated the campus at 10 p.m.
Wednesday, during our
deadline period, this issue
of the Monitor is four pages
instead of its usual eight.
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Rappers ready to break out

See story next week.

Photo Daniel Kuan
Ivy Brawner and Maurice Brackett make up the rap group

“I Jama, Human Percussionists.” The Ohlone-based duo grees.
made an impression in a Hayward showcase last week.

By TAHSIN KHAN
Saff writer

The last of two world forums this se-
mester was held Wednesday afternoon at
Epler Gym. Two speakersportrayed China
as arapidly-expanding world power that
could soon challenge the U.S. for eco-
nomic dominance.

Wednesday’s speakers were Kenneth
Fong, owner of numerous Biotech compa-
nies and Nancy Mangold, director of the
China America Business and Education
Association at CSU East Bay.

Thefirst forum, Feb. 24, concerned the
situation in Irag, Afghanistan and terror-
ism.

Fong spoke of business, in both China
and U.S., and how it comparesto the other
countries. “Business is much more com-
petitive in China, than it is in the U.S.,”
said Fong. “You can lose a lot of money

By TONY C. YANG
Layout editor

In a speech to staff and faculty during
the mid-semester forum last Thursday,
President Doug Treadway announced that
Ohlone' sclassified senate has been put on
inactive status. Dr. Treadway also dis-
cussed the possibility of expanding
Ohlone's collaboration with Alliant Uni-
versity, to include offering bachelor’ s de-

The growing controversy between
Ohlone College and the California School
Employees Association (CSEA) has cul-

Unity Week draws
crowdsto big tent

By CLIFTON M. DER BING
Saff writer

Unity Week 2005 has been packed with guest speakers, cultural
presentations and performancesin acelebration of diversity and peacein
thebigwhitetentin Parking Lot A. Theannual four-day long celebration
has gathered many people from different cultures.

The grand opening Monday featured dance performances by Desi
Corner and Mexica dancer Ocelocoatl, followed by opening remarks by
President Doug Treadway and Josephine Ong-Hawkins, executive direc-
tor of the Ohlone College Foundation and Saad Saddiqui, president of

Associated Students of Ohlone College.

Other highlightsincluded Chinese Lion Dancers; Lasite Luke, Presi-
dent of the African American Student Alliance, presented “Killing De-
mocracy - An Exclusive Documentary on the War in SierralLeone;” and
“Colorof Fear 11,” adocumentary onracism; “ Roll withthe Asian Pacific
American Student Association,” a workshop on how to make Asian
delicacies, and a Performing Arts Cultural Showcase.

China’s future
IS forum topic

just starting your business in China, rather
than the U.S.” Fong told the audience of
about 700 that if he started one of hishiotech
companies in China, he would have lost
money because of the intense competition.

Thesecond speaker, Nancy Mangold, listed
all thetop importers and exportersin Ching;
aswell what arethetop products. Shesaidin
thelast 20 years Chinahas moved from rank
20tothetopfiveinbothimportsand exports.

They have become the largest source of
cheaplabor, but thelstanbul Declarationwill
put ahalt to child labor by end of 2005 when
ittakeseffect. Also, theWorld Trade Organi-
zation is due to reduce China's high tariffs.
For instance, the current automobile import
feeof 80to 100 percent isto belowered to 25
percent. Mangol d concluded by saying China
isthriving to became one of the top five, on
both imports and exports. Right now the
number onein exportsto the U.S. is Canada,
followed by Mexico.

Classified senate inactive

minated in the president’ s suspension of the
classified senate’ s ability to “hold meetings’
or “represent the school asan official organi-
zation.” Morethan 200 peopleareconsidered
as classified staff.

“It'sworkable,” said Dr. Treadway. “It's
not permanent... and | remain hopeful that
cooler heads will prevail.” But not everyone
is calm regarding the situation.

“I"'m sorry that classified staff no longer
have avoicein shared governance,” said Liz
Crisp, a desktop support tech and six-year
member of CSEA. Patrick Lane, President of
theclassified senate, could not be reached for
comment.

Unity Week Bollywood dancers were, from left, Shivani Raina, Jasraman
Dhillon, Anaheta Dadnam, Anibha Chopra, Megha Beri and Manav Pandher.
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Over-priced gasguzzlersor wallet-friendly economy cars?

By TAHSIN KHAN
Staff writer

Three dollars for a gallon of
gas - that's crazy. Man, just a
couple of weeksago | wasfilling
my car at a local Chevron gas
station paying $1.89 for agallon,
and beforel knew it, it was$2.45.
What’s going on, why the high
gas prices?

Theother day, asl waspassing
between classes, a man stopped

meto sign my nameon apetition.
The petition stated that we could
drill off our country, such asin
the Pacific, or the Atlantic, in-
stead of buying gasoline from
third-world countries. | signedit,
because like many people, I'm
tired of paying almost $3 a gal-
lon, which is way too much.
Another thing | don’t under-
standiswhy peoplestill drivebig
gas guzzling SUV's and trucks.
Take the Hummer H2 for ex-

ample; an SUV that only aver-
ages 13 miles per gallon, yet
people are dropping a good
$50,000 for them. Half of these
people don’'t even use the off-
road capabilities. You can use
that same $50,000 you just spent
or drop only $25,000 onaToyota
Priusthat goesabout 55 milesper
gallon, and for half the price!

| was watching the news and
they said that the way the world
isusing gasoline now, it will be

Thedays of spending carefree time wi

By MEENU KAUSHAL
Saff Writer

[tis11:07 a.m. Twogirlsare
laughing their hearts out at a
joke, their hands holding to-
gether the ends of Reader’ s Di-
gest. The aroma of cappuccino
lingers in the cafe. Ten steps
away, two seniorsarebusy pon-
dering over the next best move
on the chesshoard.

Thelong black sleeves of the
fur coat cover the dial of the
wristwatch. The girls are bask-
inginthesun, their curvy backs
reclined against the cosy
loveseats. The nostalgic smile
on her face, suggestssheisshar-

Camprus COMMENT

ing her golden old days with
her comerade. In the luxury of
free time, the kids are playing
astheir elder siblingsare guess-
ing the word that fits “across”
in the crossword puzzle. He
wipes her tears comforting her
shoulder with his warm pat, as
she pours her heart out. She
sobs, pauses, and then contin-
ues with her heartfelt, as he
watches her.The air smells of
fresh mist, the sun’s rays pam-
per and caress the skin, leisure
lingers as peace prevails.

I think today, this simple but
significant joy of spendingtime
with friends is slipping by in
the humdrum of life.

> )

He snuggles up in the bed
with his palmtop connected to
his laptop to synchronize the
data, and is engrossed in ana-
lyzing the monthly budget. She
iswatching“ Matrix Reloaded,”
and working out on the tread-
mill. The kid is losing by 10
points on the Star Wars game,
but heis determined to win this
time. Those two men at
Starbucks discuss the latest
model of Honda, and latest
Bluetooth feature that Ericsson
offers.

L ast timethey met, Bluetooth
hadn’'t arrived in the market.
Tablet PCsalso had not arrived.
They would have discussed

scarce in about 20 or 30 years,
around 2040. For that, General
Motors (GM) has been creating
Hydrogen-Fuelled cars, which
are merely prototypes now, but
should be mass-produced
around 2020. They will be
priced around $20,000 and can
run well over 150 miles per
gallon (MPG) on hydrogenfuel.
That beats gasoline and hybrid
cars.

Don't get me wrong though, |

more about Lancer, but time
restrictsthem. Their handshake
isquick as his palmtop ringsto
remind him of hisnext appoint-
ment.

His personality predicts suc-
cess, his demeanor oozes con-
fidence, but thereisaquiescent
void that lurksin his heart. The
void that, perhaps, misses
spending time with friends.

In most cases, common in-
terest brings people together
these days, rather than love or
friendship.

People are even gettng mar-
ried after abrief contact through
internet.

Nancy,who doesn't want her

can’t wait for these cars to come
out, but we should conserve the
gasoline while we still have it.
It's cheaper, and we still haveit.

Since gasoline prices went
up, we recently traded in our
old minivan for an economy car.
| alwaysloved driving big cars,
like SUV’s and trucks, but |
don’t want to pay $3 a gallon
every week, when the a tank of
gas will last me two-to-three
weeks.

th friends passing us by...

real name to be disclosed,
feels,“It was a blunder to be
married just after chatting
online.My husband doesn’t un-
derstand me and has no timefor
me.”

Cars zoom by us at fast
speeds,people are rushing on
foot to catch the bus,colleagues
working in the offices on their
computers. There are groups of
people everywhere,but groups
of friends are missing. For-
warded messages in email, text
messages between mobiles
share jokes or general talk ig-
noring their heartfelt thoughts.

Is this really what we all
want? | wonder.

What.would you like to see at the next Unity Week that you feel is presently lacking?

SAAD
SIDDIQUI
Business

L 2

“Having flags representing all
the different countries.”

JASON

AILEEN

SABRINA

SPENCE VARGAS FRANCIS
E.E.C.S. Nursing Nursing Undecided
L 4
“More crazy costumes with “ Something from other Latin “1'd like to see more perfor- “1 like Unity Week the way it

people on fire.”

American cultures.”

mances.”

IS.






