2 MONITOR August 15, 2005

OPINION

Associated Collegiate Press/
National Scholastic Press Association

All American
1984 1985 1986
1987 1988 1989
1990 1991 1992
Regional Pacemaker
1988

Journalism Association
of Community Colleges
First in General Excellence,
Northern California
Fall 1994
General Excellence
Fall 2000

Editor in chief:
News editor:
Opinion editor:
Features editor:

Aman Mehrzai
Anna Nemchuk
Gloria Guy
Jessica Losee

Sports editor: Steve Chavez
Writers: Annie Utter
Ad manager: Corie Howell
Adviser: Bill Parks

Printer: F-P Press

aaaaaaa

Offices are located in Room 5310 on campus, 43600 Mission Blvd., Fremont 94539-
5884. Call (510) 659-6075. Fax: (510) 659-6076. E-mail: monitor@ohlone.cc.ca.us

Opinions expressed in the MoniTor are those of the respective authors and are not
necessarily those of the staff, the college or the Associated Students of Ohlone College.
Unsigned editorials reflect the majority view of staff members. Advertising material is
printed herein for informational purposes and is not to be construed as an expression
of endorsement or verification of such commercial ventures by the staff or college.

The MoniToris funded by the district, by the Associated Students of Ohlone College,

and through advertising revenue.

The MoniTor is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, Journalism Associa-
tion of Community Colleges, Community College Journalism Association, California
Newspaper Publishers Association, College Media Advisers and Society of Newspaper

Design.

OHLONE DEALS
STUDENTS

WITH [IIEI"II]BIEHTI

[nid wou think you could sign up for classes without paying”?

1 [n 't test my paticnee, tm-l ?ﬁ
- \, .éﬁggﬁé?

|. fﬂ‘l

— OPINION

Look it up in the dictionary — there’s lots of new stuff

By JESSICA LOSEE
Features editor

Therehavebeen afew new addi-
tions to the tens of thousands of
wordsinWebster’ sDictionary. Y et,
the new accompaniments may not
be all what you' re expecting.

AccordingtotheBaltimoreSun,
thedictionary accepted suchwords
ascivl union aswell as cargo pants
and the notorious chad (the tiny
area of the polling card from the
2000 Presidential Electionthat was
meant to be punched out for the
person you wished to vote for).
These tiny pock-marks of paper
became the bane of that election
and appearedin several fascinating
formsincludingtheswinging, hang-
ing, dimpled, andthemost popular,
pregnant chads.

Of course, dictionariesmust con-
sider and deliberate over their new
additions.

“For wordsto beincludedinthe
dictionary,” explains the Sun.
“threecriteriaareconsidered: How
long hastheword been around? (A
minimum of threeyearsistypical.)
How widely is it used? (It must
show up in mainstream sources,
not just obscurejournals.) Andhow
frequently does it appear?”’

Those among thewordsthat did
not appear in Webster’s this year
included Amber Alert, ringtone,
and TiVo. TiVo, the program that
allows customers to record televi-
sion programs on a hard drive to
view at a later time, fast forward
and rewind live TV; in brief, the
best thing since sliced bread and
Nintendo.

The Sun also points out that im-
provements have been madeto the
definitions of existing words in-
cluding sheesh (interj. used vari-
ously to expressdisbelief, surprise,
annoyance, etc.) and theaddition of
other slang words such as wedgie
(n. a prank in which the victim's
undershortsarejerked upward soas
to become wedged between the
buttocks).

Another dictionary has been ex-
panding their own collection of
words, the Oxford Dictionary of
English just added such words as
demographic, phishing (email
scamsto get unsuspecting peopleto
give out their bank account num-
bersin order to receive aportion of
alargeamount of money, but being
robbedinstead), and labradoodle (a
mixed breed of dog made by cross-

ing a Labrador and a Poodl€).

When one goesto look up slang
words in the dictionary, one tends
to find merely the space wherethe
word would be alphabetized if it
had been added or a definition un-
related to which the searcher was
expecting.

| recollect looking up the word
dork inmy enormous 10 Ib. dictio-
nary and finding somethingsimilar
to the following:

n. the penis of awhale

Now, toal2-year-old, that defi-
nition would be the joke of the
year, but in recent editions of dic-
tionaries, the definition has been
changed to the following, from
www.dictionary.com :

1. Slang. A stupid, inept, or fool -

ish person: “the stupid antics of
America sfavoriteteen-agecartoon
dorks’ (Joshua Mooney).

2. Vulgar Slang. The penis.

Not only has the definition
changed, but it has become a certi-
fiable slang term. As a child, |
dreamed of having a slang dictio-
nary, which would, undoubtedly,
provide hours of enjoyment for my
easily-entertained sixth-grade hu-
mor.

The fun of this has faded away,
today these dictionaries will ap-
prove such words as labradoodle
and, yes, even Botox, and nextyear,
they will be toasting their new edi-
tion which will feature a diamond-
studded special-edition with the
word bling imprinted into the book
in gold plate.

Sheesh.

Campfiresin Texas. Bush continuesto burn in spotlight

By TONY C. YANG
Soecial correspondent

Army Specidist Casey Sheenhan's
dead, cold body lies Six feet under, in
loamy sail.

But hisdeath continuesto haunt
his mother, Cindy Sheehan, fuel-
ing her spirited campaign to gain
some

“facetime” with President
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IRANDEEP
KAUR
Undecided.

“| went to India and got pulled
over by the cops who de-
manded bribes.”

George Bush.

As of last weekend, Bush had
still not acquiesed to her request-
moreof demand— now that shehas
campedoutinfront of hisCrawford,
Texas, ranch.

This apparent snub comes at a
time when more than amajority of
Americans say they havelost faith
in the president. His approval rat-
ing isan abysmal 38 points.
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Ms. Sheehan has been called a
traitor and an opportunist, and even
members of her own family said
she had an agenda.

And she does.

What mother wouldn’t want to
know thereasonsfor ason’ sdeath?
What parent wouldn't go to the
ends of the earth, in her case, the
desertsof central Texas, to find out
the truth?

President Bush missed a great
opportunity toreclaimhiscompas-
sionate conservative image when
he sped by inan armored SUV, on
his way to a $2 million barbecue
with Republican contributors.

Taking an hour out of his five-
week vacation does not seem un-
reasonable, especially whenhead-
mits he hasonly met with lessthan
200 “Gold Star” families.

Sheehan was not your typical
grunt. Hehad acedtheASVAB and
wanted to beachaplain’ sassistant.

The young man, only 24 years
old, waskilled in Iraq last April.

It was, as T.S. Eliot put it, the
“cruelest month” for Sheehan's
mother. She posed a question to
Bush:

“Why do you make time for do-
nors and not for me?”’
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“l wasinamajor brawl in
Reno during a baseball game.”

¢: | met a guy in Tahoein the

street and asked himto pose
nude in a photo and he did.”

. Worked at a cemetery and had

alady ask to be buried in her
car.”

’I almost died river rafting when
my boat tipped over. | screamed,
“Help | am drowning.”



