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L ooking for
a placetogo

So you're free one night, no
homework, no work, no family
engagements or school activities,
what is there to do?

Well the Fremont/Newark/
Union City area has a plethora of
suburban entertainments.

Y et, once presented with the
quandary of finding something to
do out of the blue, most settlefor a
movie, which for a college student
islike going to afancy restaurant:
it'snice, but unnecessary.

A cheap dternative to the
typical “going to see amovie’
would be the Super Saver
Cinema, where one can watch
movies that have been playing in
theatres for awhile. One can pay
athird of the price of anormal
ticket and still see movies that
you didn’t have the money to see
when they first came out.

The only problem with thisis
that the closest “cheap-0” theatre
has been temporarily closed to
move to a bigger, better location
in Milpitas.

Aside from going to see a
movie, there is Golfland, another
place that costs money, but two
people can usually play around
of miniature golf for about $15.
Just stay away from the video
arcade. Not only do the games
tend to eat quarters, but the prizes
for tickets you can earn playing
games are cheap and uninterest-
ing.

If you are redlly bored, grab a
few friends, afootball, soccer
ball, or just a pair of tennis shoes,
meet up at the closest park and
start a game of touch football, or
if you're desperate and it’s dark
outside, flashlight tag.

There are also concerts
happening all over the Bay Area,
at relatively cheap prices.
Although, one must understand
that if you enjoy listening to
performers that are known well,
the tickets may get pretty
expensive. Try something
different and find alocal battle of
the bands, ajazz club or rave and
see what comes from it. Often
times the experience ends up
being better than anyone could
predict and alot cheaper than
going and seeing the Backstreet
Boys Come-back concert.

Don't forget that there is
always that necessary snack after
you' ve been playing or partying
hard, but instead of the typical
drive-through, try one of the
many wonderful taguerias,
Chinese and Italian restaurants,
the really good burger place that
nobody knows about (its called
Big Bobs Burgers).

Y ou will have fun if you make
it. Many young people have
survived growing up in the East
Bay Area, so canwe. Itisjust a
matter of what your interests are,
who your friends are, and getting
out and making it possible and
necessary for you do to some-
thing instead of staying home and
wasting away in front of the
computer and the TV.

Harrison honored
for helping speech
department grow

By DANELLE MEYER
Saff writer

Kay Harrison rememberswhen
the school only offered two speech
classes 30 years ago.

“Wenow offer 14 classes, 7 cer-
tificates,andan A.A. degree,” Pro-
fessor Harrison said. It was her
efforts, and that of other faculty
and staff, that caused the speech
department to boom.

This was one of the reasons
Harrison was awarded, the Na-
tional Communication
Association’sCommunity College
Outstanding Educator Award for
2004.

Winners are nominated by col-
leagues. The nomination must in-
clude aV.P. of Instruction’s writ-
ten support, anditisthensenttothe
National Communication Associa-
tion to be reviewed.

“l was surprised to receive a
phonecall froma... professor from
FloridaStateUniversity...tellingme
| had been selected to receive the
award,” Harrison said.

Certainitemsaretakeninto con-
sideration, including teaching
skills. The person “is recognized
for classroomteaching, curriculum
development and leadership in the
field of communication,” Harrison
explained.

Brenda Ahntholz nominated
Harrison, and Harrison was noti-
fied in June to attend a November
meeting in Chicago. Thisiswhere
shereceived theaward. “1 lovethe

field of communication and enjoy
sharing that with my students,”
Harrison said.

Dr. Treadway also announced
Harrison' sawardwhenherecently
spoke to faculty during a Fixed
Flex Day meeting.

“l nominated Kay ... because
she has been the most important
and influential mentor | have had
in my professional career,” began
Ahntholz. “ She has helped me to
beabetter teacher, communicator,
and faculty member here at
Ohlone.”

Harrison said Ohlone’ s Speech
and Communication Department
is now “recognized for both its
academics and its competitive
speech and debate team.”

Faculty and students both are
continuingtowork hardinkeeping
the Speech Department strong.
Harrison is also grateful for the
fact that the department has had
“full support of the college”
through its expansion.

The Speech department’s fac-
ulty consists of many individuals
that make it what it is.

“1 havehad thepleasureof work-
ing with wonderful colleagues ...
and thedepartment could not func-
tion without our dedicated and
skilled part-time Speech faculty—
many of whom have been herefor
15 years,” Harrison said.

“1 believethat creating anything
specia is a team effort and | am
proud to be part of that team,”
Harrison stated.

By

77

u o
Photo by Joyce Leung

Kay Harrison has won the National Communica-
tion Association’s Community College Outstand-

ing Educator Award.

Skyrocketing book prices? Studentshaveanswers

By JESSICA LOSSE
Saff writer

It does not matter how much you
get from scholarships or financia
aid, book prices will always haunt
you. If you're a student, you al-
ready know about it.

Not only do textbooks give stu-
dentsbad dreamswiththehundreds
of pages of daunting, incompre-
hensibleinformation, but also with
their exorbitant price tags.

Yet there are solutions to this
corporate monopoly of texts, as
some students found out this sum-
mer in Sean McLain Brown’s En-
glish 101C classin Critical Think-
ing.

He asked students in the small
class to address the issue of text-
book pricesin an investigative es-
say, which focuses on all aspects
and perspectives of theissue.

“It' ssomethingall studentscom-
plain about,” said Brown.

The students interviewed not
only fellow students about the high
prices but also the Ohlone Book-
storeManager aswell aspublishers
and book representatives and col-
lectively presented their findingsin
these essays.

Students focused their writing
on the causes for the rises in book
pricesand what solutionsareavail-
able to schools and students.

Brown hasalready started utiliz-
ing one solution for hisfall semes-
ter classes. Hecontacted 15 authors

about using their essays
andwritinginacompila-
tion“reader” for students
to use for his English
class.

“About 80 percent of
the authors | contacted
allowed me to use their
stories at no cost,” said
Brown.

Along with hisonline
syllabus, Brownincludes
online links to relevant
readingsthat aid students
in the craft of writing,
obviously a cheaper al-
ternative to the expen-
sive instructional text-
book.

This method alows
studentsto print, cut and
paste, and even create
notes from the informa-
tion onlineinstead of us-
ing the textbook.

Studentsoffer various
reasons as to why text-
books cost so much, in-
cluding CDs that come “bundled”
inapackagewithatextbook, newer
editions which cost more because
of the effort publishers put into
revising the text, and the general
effort of many editors, writers and
researchers as well as the other
necessary componentsto put abook
together.

The bundled packages are pub-
lished without the option of leav-
ing the CD out of thetextbook, and
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present areal problem for students
who are not going to be using the
extra multi-media information in
their class.

“Sixty-five percent of faculty
said they rarely, or never use the
bundled materials that come with
half of all textbooks,” stated the
source in Farhan Saiyed’ s essay.

“You really feel the burning of
the hole in your pocket when the
$50 chemistry CD becomes noth-

ing more than atable coaster,” said
Aaron Arnold in his essay.

Publishers constantly make
newer editionsthat are found to be
relatively unnecessary. Instructors
may not always use the newer edi-
tions of textbooks, but when they
are, students find that the differ-
ence between the old text and the
new isrelatively pointlessand ulti-
mately expensivefor boththe com-
pany and the consumers.

Arnold’ sessay alsocitesex-pub-
lishing executive, ErwinV. Cohen,
“Publishersrelease new editions of
successful textbooks every few
years-not to improve content, al-
thoughthat may beabyproduct-but
todiscouragethesal esof used books
by making them seem obsolete.”

According to a citation in stu-
dent, Blanca Salcedo’'s essay,
“...textbook pricesareincreasing at
more than four times the inflation
rate for al finished goods and that
wholesale prices charged by text-
book publishersjumped 62 percent
since 1994.”

The solutions to the problem of
risingtextbookspricesthat students
suggest intheir essaysinclude buy-
ing used books, using library cop-
ies of the book, book-swapping
through the internet, and getting
fellow studentsand their schoolsto
protest outrageous prices for texts.

“ Students need to be more proac-
tiveintheir education,” said Brown.
“They'll complain about, but they
won't do anything about it.”
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Gala performers
are all ready for

By KRISTA MARTINEZ
Features editor

This Saturday marks the long
awaited Tenth Anniversary Gala
celebrationfortheGary Soren Smith
Center, Ohlone's center for fine
and performing arts.

With as many names attending
as we have, such as MadTV’sand
Family Guy’s Alex Borstein and
talented Latin musician Pete
Escovedo, we can lose sight of the

Saturday’s show

talent from our campus who will
also be performing at variousloca
tionsandtimesthroughout thegala.

Persian dance is expected early
in the evening in front of the stairs
leading to the outside amphithe-
ater. Just before the Persian dance
can begin, there will be a multi-
cultural fashion show on the stairs,
stage and preceding staircase in
front of the entrance to the Smith
Centers offices.

Moreentertainmentistobefound
on the inside of the Jackson
Theater, just across the hall from
the art gallery on the first floor of
the Smith Center. There will be a
high-energy hip-hop dance show
immediately followed by a mon-
tage of music and dance from the
showsshowninsidethe Smith Cen-
ter through all of its 10 years, per-
formed by Ohlone's star perform-
ers.

Show about independent films

By GABRIEL VILA
Saff writer

Withthenew show* The Screen-
ing Room,” independent film has
arrived in styleon Ohlone Network
TV. Written, co-produced and an-
chored by noted performer Nizar
Ahmed, the show will showcase
independent films from around the
Bay Area, as well as around the
world.

Ahmed, whose acting and “ Rick
James’ curls you may remember
from such Smith Centre produc-
tions as “Dracula,” “The Three
Musketeers,” and“ AChorusLine,”
has been brewing the idea of an
independent film showcasefor some
time. “Itstartedwhen| waslooking
at my friends' stuff,” he said. “I
wasthinking ‘someof thisisreally
cool’ ... they just need aplaceto get

it out.”

So when the director of televi-
sion operations, Gary Kauf, asked
for “new and original program-
ming,” Ahmed came forward with
hisidea

The show itself, which opened
last night, will consist of three seg-
ments, and each will unveil afilm
or films as time permits. First the
filmwill beintroduced, shown, and
then reviewed with an eye towards
the particular techniques the film-
maker used in hisor her film. This
last segment occasionaly will be
somewhat longer, as in the case of
thefilm*“ Nomads,” (ascience-fic-
tionpiecewith” Enter theDragon” -
stylefight sequences) after whicha
full behind-the-sceneslook and di-
rector interview will be presented.

Thefilms that will be presented
on “ The Screening Room” vary in

quality and appearance, however
“they all areselected carefully from
our submissions,” Ahmed said.
“Wedon't want filmsthat arejust,
action-action-action-and then the
movie ends because they didn’t
know where else to go. We want
quality filmswith plot and skill.”
Anditshows. “ Clay TV,” oneof
thefilmsthat will beshown, isdone
entirely inclaymation. It’ saparody
of terrible after-prime-time- televi-
sion, with humorouslooksat “ The
Crocodile Hunter” and a techni-
cally impressive paintball fight.
Take into consideration; a regular
liveactionfilmisfilmedat 32frames
asecond. A claymationisfilmedin
24 frames a second. How many
frames does it take to animate a
single flying clay paintball shoot-
ing acrosstheroom? True, thefilm
doesn’t look that impressive to our
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From top left, clockwise: Persian dancers Anahita Dadnam and Mitra Khatibi perform together to cool down from
rehearsal, The ljama group, composed of Latrice Cotton, lelvic Waters, Traniecieya Herbi, Nuwanee Kirihenndige,
Kathie Yang, Roun Tamaki, Nadia Dadgar, Ivy Brawner and Gemma Jamena from the top left down, pose for a quick
shot during the day. And the Ohlone Theater Troop give a dashing finish to their song during an evening practice.

These theater events will be tak-
ing placejust between 7:30and 9:30
p.m., leaving plenty of timeto visit
Lam Plaza for a bite to eat, or a
drink, al of which isincluded with
ticket price.

Theprelude eventspromiseto be
as much of a show to enjoy as the
main events. From 7:15 till 8 p.m.
the amphitheater will be houseto a
circus center complete with magic
tricks and baloon animals, which

“Wallace & Gromit” trained eyes,
but the skill isthere.

Another film, “Les Pantins’
hails from France, and gives us an
artisticlook at... slightly disturbing
things. The film is, in simplest
terms, astory about two suspicious
deaths surrounding a play. The
film is done entirely without dia-
logue, however the quality of the
acting tellsusall we need to know;
the megalomaniacal play director,
the downtrodden clown (the main
character), and the beautiful how-
ever tragic female lead. Unlike
most “disturbing” films of today,
thereisno truly gruesome part, nor
arethereany real action sequences.
Thefilmissimply... off alittle. Just
watch it.

Despite having a great show,
Ahmed admits to being alittle un-
derstaffed. “We vereally beenfilm-

should be as amusing for children
in attendance as it will be for the

adults.
Galatickets are still on salefor
reduced price at the Smith Center.

Ticket prices are $50 for adults,
$40 for seniors and $25 for stu-
dents. Billslarger than $20 are not
accepted. All events and services
within the Galaare covered by the
ticket price. Scheduleis subject to
change for any reason.

opens on Ohlone TV

ing with a skeleton crew, and it's
been tough,” he said. “Sure while
we could go and get a bunch of
peopleto work the shoot, wereally
want experienced people.” He
added with agrin, “Hopefully, this
will make others want to do other
quality shows.”

Thescreeningroomwill air, start-
ing on Wednesday, every day for
two weeks at noon, 3:30 p.m, and
8:30. After that, the new schedule
will be every day at 3:30 and 7:30
p.m.

Submissions to “The Screening
Room.” Can be sent to:

The Screening Room

PO. Box 09

Newark, CA 94539

Questions or comments about
“The Screening Room™ can be sent
to: ohlonescreening
room@yahoo.com





