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Photo by Jerome Engelberts
Like a big educational bazaar, students shopped for schools, and
schools tried to sign up students during Ohlone’s Transfer Day Tues-
day in and around Building One. See Page 3 for story.

3 Ohlone students killed
In Union City car crash

By AMAN MEHRZAI
Editor-in-Chief

Three young women died, including two Ohlone
students, in a single-car, high-speed accident Sept.
20. Another youngwoman, alsoan Ohlonestudent, is
in critical condition in a Castro Valley hospital,
according to the Union City Police Department.

Thethree Ohlonestudentsalongwithafriendwere
carpooling home from a night class they were all
taking at Chabot College. According to police, the
driver lost control of her vehicle while southbound
on Union City Boulevard near Whipple Road.

Inapressrelease, Capt. G. Stewart said thevehicle
was nearly cut in half dueto itsimpact with atree on
the middle divider.

Ohlonestudent SaprinaSidhuwasfound dead at the
sceneafter being pulled out of theback seat by firemen
who had to usethe Jawsof Life. Chabot student Vibha
Sharma was also pronounced dead at the scene after
being g ected from the front passenger window of the
car. The other Ohlone students, Dhanwant (Niki)
Madar, who was also in the back seat, and Amanjot
Thiara, the driver, were found aive at the scene and
transportedto Eden M edical Center Emergency Room
in Castro Valey. Early next morning, Thiara died,
leaving Madar asthe solesurvivor, where sheremains
in critical condition.

Police said eyewitnessesindicated that thevictims
vehicle was speeding with another car closely speed-
ing along with them. The driver of the second vehicle

Continued on Page 6

Depression screening set

BY JEROME ENGELBERTS
Opinion editor

On Thursday, October 6th
Ohlone Collegewill have National
Depression Screening Day. The
main purposeisto create an oppor-
tunity for peoplewhofeel “anxious
and overwhelmed by life's daily
demands."

Accordingtothe Ohloneweb site

www.ohlone.edu/org/healthctr/
#depression: “ People say collegeis
supposed to be 'the time of your
life. You meet friends, and have
the freedom to do what you want.

BUT, for many, collegelife can be
difficult, because there is so much
to juggle. Many students are left
feeling stressed, anxious, discon-
nected and alone.

Ohlone College is on a cam-
paign and joins National Depres-
sion Screening Day to educate ev-
eryone that help and support are
available. No oneneedsto sufferin
silence or aone.”

Depressioncantakemany forms,
frommild sadnessor anger to com-
plete lethargy - and it’s not at all
uncommon among young people.
Many factorsaddtostressand anxi-

ety in daly life. If the nation’s
amount of advertising for sales of
anti-depressants is anything to go
by, depressionismuchmoreperva-

sive than one would think.
Everyday pressure factors tend
toincrease as people get older. If a
child’smainworry in kindergarten
is whether or not they’re going to
track play-doh al over the carpet
after they get home, by the time
they hit collegethey can add: will |
beableto keep my (part-time) job?
Will | beableto afford gasto drive
to campus? Am | getting good
Continued on Page 6

Faculty okays
16-week seEmeder

By OMER AHMED
Saff writer

At the College Board of Trustees meeting Wednesday night, Faculty
Senate President Barbara Tull gave the results of the vote that decided
whether Ohlone will have a 15-or 16-week semester next year.

The Faculty Senate voted 82 percent in favor of the 16-week proposa
plan. Theissuehasbeen opentovoting sincetheafternoon of Thursday, Sept.
22. Wednesday wasthelast day tovote. All activefull-timefaculty and part-
time faculty teaching at least eight units were allowed to vote.

The Faculty Senate had aready voted onthemove away from the current
18-semester lengthin 2002 with 93 percentinfavor. Boththe Faculty Senate
and the United Faculty of Ohlone have endorsed the new 16-week plan.

“Thisisreally adata-driven decision,” Tull said. The shorter semester is
expected to attract more students and may help address recent enrollment
shortfalls. The changewill bring Ohlone onto the small semester model that
isfollowed by al the mgjor four-year universities in the area and 37 other
Californiacommunity colleges.

The new schedule would result in 20-minute longer class periods and an
additional three hours of classtime over the term. There would aso be no
school during the entire month of August, allowing students a longer
regi stration periodandthecollegemoretimefor buil dingsand groundswork.

The next step regarding the compressed calendar is for the Board of
Trusteesto approvethe proposal. If it passes, it'll be sent tothe California
Community Colleges Chancellor for final acknowledgement.

Yesterday’s ride

Staff photo
This beautifully restored Packard convert-

ible materialized in the Quad Monday like a
message from America's glory days of big
cars and cheap gas. Like the Packard,
those days are long gone. But the cars still
look great.
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Cutting: where beauty and horror truly collide

EDITOR SNOTE —Please note
that wedon’t consider thebehavior
in this article healthy or recom-
mendable. Westrongly urgepeople
torefrainfrominflicting harmunto
othersor themselves.

By ANNA NEMCHUK
News editor

Simply put, it's beautiful.

Thecold, stark glint of theblade,
the tensile strength in the dliver-
thin razor, the ribbons of blood
unfoldingfromglowingwhiteskin.

It'sasif opening a present.

And the thing is, you know that
this isn't just a way to mutilate
yourself; trust me, horror isthelast
thing on your mind. It's a cleans-
ing, amost areligiousrite.

A blood sacrifice to the god of
physical pain.

Y ou sliceand your soul screams
for him to help, to subdue, if for a
moment, thedeity of psychological
pain; wepick thelesser of twoevils
in thisworld.

No matter how deeply your body
is ever hurt, you heart, your mind,

Campus COMMENT
How can college prepare you better for real life?

KIM NGUYEN
Business

that intangible scrap of substance
Heavenand Hell wagewar over for
millennia can be burned, tattered,
shorn much, much worse.

Falling off a bike makes an
ouchie. Breaking your arminthree
different placesis a bitch. Torture
ain't exactly awalk in the park.

But having your heart
broken...being betrayed by those
you trusted most...feeling that
among the milliards of walking,
breathing people out there you are
completely, utterly alone...

I'll takeafew scarsover that any
day.

Except itisn't really a solution.
Y ou sharpen a knife and dull one
pain for a while, but how many
days, minutes, secondslater dothey
both come back with renewed sav-
ageness?

And looking around the tissue-
strewn bathroom, disassembled
shaving implement rusting in your
hand, thefat, red, accusing dropl ets
plopped, plopping on the floor, a
silent exclamation mark that you
have, indeed, lost another shred of
sanity, and in abackground to this,
thehappy chatter of peopleoutside,
people that are so friendly one
moment, so cold when you really
need it, people that seem so per-

> )

MARIA JAVIER
Environmental Studies

fectly content, so...fine...withthem-
selves and their lives, but some-
where, theawful realization swells
that underneath the smilesliesrot,
seething, writhing blackness of
putrid despair, that they are no bet-
ter than you, and, somehow, that
doesn’'t makeyou feel any better at
all.

| only did it the once. | didn't
wanttodie; | just wanted attention,
help, advice, a hand to hold in a
world that had suddenly been
thrown compl etely off-axis. | knew
how to cut to get the job done; |
didn't. My scars are nearly invis-
ible, buried in the folds of my left
wrist, exactly asl intended. | showed
off my handiwork, held it out
proudly to the ten or so teenagers
who made up my drama group,
huddled on the back porch of a
house next to a lake in Y osemite,
smoking. In a certain part of my-
self, | had expected praise. But the
resulting gasps of horror and mut-
tered” Okay, now that’ sgonnamake
a bad trip.” weren't such a bad
thing either. At least someone else
now knew. It wasn't hidden any-
more. Itwasreal. Theworldwasn’t
really acandyland of bunnies, and
people weren't all good. That was
enough.

Oh, but the ache. To thistoday,
I'll never forget the sweet, ow
acheof my bruisedandoozingflesh.
How good it felt to sit and cradle
my torn wrist, to nurse my wounds
andsink intothesensation, not hav-
ing, for the moment, to think of
anything, anyone else.

It haunts me still. In away, the
only peace I’ ve ever known.

Which doesn’t mean I'll repeat
it.1 grew upthat night. | learnedone
of the most valuable lessons a hu-
man being can: you are, indeed,
alone. In the end, it's you against
theworld. Makefriends, allies, |ov-
ers, but never, never forget that if
you aren’t strong enough standing
on your own, thislifewill spit you
out, another lost, wailing soul swirl-
ing in the ether. You MUST have
what ittakesinsideyou. | think you
do, | think everyone does, thetrick
isin finding it. When the shit hits
the fan, it's you or them. Every-
thing else is just accessories. All
thelovein theworld can only help
you; it cannot make you.

But1’monly onepersoninasea.
Only one of those | know lucky
enough to realize this. Cutting till
holdsits appeal. Like awet, warm
dream you could lose yourself in.
But | don’t need it anymore. It is

likeanaddiction, and I’ m so thank-
ful 1 was able to stop before its
claws sank in too deeply.

Yet it's the only thing left for
some people. This world grows
moreimpersonal by theyear, there
are no sensei, no masters, no wise
old men to advise you of your
worth, to sendyou off towar chuck-
lingwisely. Thesedays, youcanbe
sued for giving advice. And soci-
ety is aware. It always is. It just
never cares. But, you see, therazor
does. Somehow, its kiss means
more at times than the force of
friends and family combined. It
understands. They don’t. That’sall
weever wantinthislife, for some-
onetotruly, totally understand and
accept us.

Andunlessyou’ vedoneit your-
self, youwon't. It sadifferent lan-
guage, thisworld of pain, no breth-
ren to BDSM. It isn't pleasure in
pain, it's escape.

A small diceof heavenon earth.
Excuse the pun.

There's nothing encouraging |
can say, no words of wisdom or
compassion | can offer that haven't
been said before. The closest ap-
proximation: we're human, we're
imperfect, and there are worse
thingsin thisworld.

Fa =k

PABLO LEON
Undeclared

LASITE LUKE
Broadcasting

*
“ Decrease pressure - we'retrying
to pass our classesinstead of
experiencing life.”

L 4
“It prepares me by
independence.”

“1t gives you more leadership
skills, prepares your mind.”

“ There need to be more
colleges geared for
specific majors.”

SEDRIK AMAR
Filmmaking

“ Alife experience class. They
can't prepareyou for life; they
can only give you knowledge.”
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Students soak up information at Transfer Day

By GABRIEL VILA
Saff writer

Transfer Day hascomeandgone,
and in its wake students are left
withinvaluableinformationontheir
prospective colleges. Hopefully,
these studentswere hel ped on their
way to afour-year school and de-
gree, if not, they have someideaas
to goalsthat can bereached here at
Ohlone College.

Theevent washeld on Tuesday,
September 27 between the hours of
10 am. and 1 p.m. and saw an
unprecedented student turnout. In
total, 42 colleges were in atten-
dance, packedinto thefirst floor of
Building 1 and out onto the con-
course, and fed out pamphlets, ap-
plication papers, and free pens to
students like an all-you-can-eat
buffet. Representatives from

schools like Sonoma State sat el-
bow to elbow with the Fashion In-
stitute of Design and Merchandis-
ing. Everywhere, students spoke
with admissions counselors and
learned about their universities of
choice.

The representatives were en-
thusiastic and appreciative of the
attention at their booths. “This
Transfer Day has been great,”
said Ebony Lewis, the represen-
tativefrom UC SantaCruz. “1’ve
been busy all day, and there's
been a pretty consistent flow of
students here.”

“There’ sbeen avery good turn-
out,” agreed EricaRosin of Sonoma
State. “It looks like more students
are herethan there werelast year.”
Other representatives were so
swamped with students that they
wereunavailablefor comment, like

the representative from the UC
Berkeley booth.

Diane Berkland, the Chairper-
sonand Organizer of Transfer Day,
hadonly praisefortheevent.”...I'm
very happy with how thingsturned
out. We've had a better turnout
thanlast year, andthestudentshave
alot of interest and are asking alot
of good questions.” Students were
aided in their questioning by print-
outs of the PDF file found on the
Transfer Day website with ques-
tions for representatives, showing
the dedication that the staff of the
event had for getting the necessary
information to the students.

For further personalized help on
transferring, majors, graduation
requirements, baccalaureate de-
grees, career planning or testing,
the Counseling Department on the
first floor of Building 1 has hours

KatonasgnsBook Savy in Library

By KRISTA MARTINEZ
Saff writer

CynthiaKatona, OhloneEnglish
professor and recent author, along
with a gathering of supportive
friends and cheese, celebrated the
publication of her new book, Book
Sawy, at the Ohlone Library last
Tuesday.

Theeventwasvery well received
by the audience, who coerced addi-
tional, unplanned readingsfromthe
humble and clear-voiced Katona -
sherecited choice tidbits from the
book, such as one of the eleven
reasonsto read more. Shealsogave
the room a bit of alaugh, recount-
ing her days of reading in amental
health hospital for agroup of senile
elderly with incontinencetroubles.

Cynthia Katona

Her relating of these occasions did
more than just lighten the mood;
shehad everyoneenthralledinany-

thing she was saying.

Students passing by for refresh-
ments stood and listened to this
woman, so full of life, recounting
episodes of situations most would
only findinamovieabout theclini-
cally insane.

When Ms. Katona sat down,
much against the wishes of the
crowd, she began signing copies of
her book, chattingwith each person
who cameto her and personalizing
each signature.

Sadly, as al good things, the
reception had to end eventualy,
though not without hugs and con-
gratulations for Katona. Copies of
Book Savvy are available at most
commercia bookstores, aswell as
in the Ohlone Bookstore and the
collegelibrary.

Ohlone getting its own seismograph

By OMER AHMED
Saff writer

Ohlone Students will soon have
the ability to see the vibrations of
the Earth on a computer screen
using anew seismograph. Thema-
chine has the ability to record the
ground tremors or seismic waves
that result from earthquakes and
other ground movements in the
Earth.

Thedevice,aWard' sHorizontal
Seismograph with Computer Inter-
face, has a number of advanced
features, including the ability to
display information onto multiple
monitors. More features are cur-
rently being added to the device's
software before shipment.

The geology, physical geogra-
phy and oceanography departments
will use the seismograph for aca-
demic purposes, possibly includ-
ing long-term observation and re-
cording of seismic activity in the
local area.

Datawon't be hard to come by,
as the Bay Area is no stranger to
earthquakes. The Hayward fault is
very close to Ohlone’s main cam-
pus and possibly runs under the
Newark campus. The device will
also be able to record earthquake
data from around the world.

Withthehelp of theInformation
ServiceDepartment, it may be pos-
sible to display the seismograph’s
data on a publicly available moni-
tor.

Professors Paul Belasky and
George P. Rodgers collaborated in
choosingthemodel tobepurchased.
Theseismographwill likely beheld
in Room 8109B or 8109C. The
device has alist price of approxi-
mately $1,500; the money for the
machine came through the Divi-
sion of Math, Science, and Tech-
nology from a Partnership for Ex-
cellence fund.

The geology department may
alsoneed ASOC support or student
volunteersto help with monitoring
and maintaining the seismograph.
The deviceis expected to arrivein
late September or early October
dueto themanufacture' supgrades.
The purchase constitutes Ohlone’'s
first seismograph.

School recaivesfederal Title 3 Grant

By JOYCE LEUNG
Saff writer

Ohlone College was one out of
28institutionsawardedwithaTitle
[l Grant out of a pool of 1,000
applicants. Title 11 will bring in
$1,750,000 over the next 5 years
and take effect on Oct. 1.

The money couldn’t have come
at amore opportunetime, during a
period of severebudget cutstofund-
ing of community colleges.

Funding from the grant is also
aimed toward at-risk studentswho
have difficulty transitioning from

thestructured nature of high school
to thelack of structurein college.

“We need a middle ground,”
commented OhlonePresident Doug
Treadway, “25 to 40 percent fall
through the cracks.”

It is also the hope of Dr.
Treadway that teachers will col-
|aborate over the summer to create
curriculumthat will berelevant and
practical to students. After al, part
of thecollege’ smissionis“tomake
students informed consumers,”
added Treadway.

Another aspect tothisfundingis
amajor push toward the computer-

ization of the campus. Placement
exams have aready been trans-
ferred from paper to computer, so
studentsreceivetheir scoreswithin
minutes.

Theadded fundingwill also pro-
vide means for a shopping list of
new equipment, faculty innovation
projects, and continued professional
development for staff, according to
Deb Parziale, who took part in the
Title 111 Application Committee.

The development of a student
demand schedulewill givestudents,
instead of teachers, the power to
sway the scheduling of classes.

Monday through Thursday between
9 am. 5 p.m., with an hour break
from noon to 1 p.m. Choose from
fifteen different counselors to as-
sist withgoal sat www.ohlone.edu/
org/counseling

Remember, applicationsfor UCs
and CSUsbeginthefirst of October
and last until the end of November.
“Be proactive and complete your
applicationsearly,” saidMary Van
Noord of Transfer and Career coun-
seling services. To that end, aUC
“Personal Statement” workshop
was held Sept. 26, and another will
be held Nov. 8. To sign up, seethe

Transfer and Career Services de-
partment onthefirst floor of Build-
ing 1 and check out www.ohlone.
edu/org/tcs

Admissions agreements are
also still available for several
schools. Although UC Davis is
currently under way and will be
ending their agreement accep-
tance period, UCs Santa Cruz,
Riverside, and SantaBarbarawill
be accepting them, along with
CSUs San Jose, East Bay (for-
merly Hayward), and Monterey
Bay. All those interested, please
see the TCS department.
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By JESSICA LOSEE
Saff writer

Alisha Francisco and Olivia
Speranza, the two Ohlone stu-
dents who won scholarships to
study in South Koreathis semes-
ter, have been throwninto acom-
pletely new experience, culture
and school.

The former Monitor newspa-
per editorsseemtobefaringfairly
well.

“Ontheweekdays, I'musually
busy with school,” Francisco
wrote in an email. “I’'m taking
fiveclasses- Korean Reading and
Writing, Korean Conversation,
Tae Kwon Doe and International
Relations. | also added Calligra-
phy last week .”

But not all of their timeisspent
studying. “When I'm not in
school, I’'m doing exchange ses-

sions where | met with two Ko-
rean studentsand for an hour have
a conversation in English. This
allows the Korean student to im-
prove their grammar and get a
chance to actually use what they
learn in the classrooms,” said
Francisco.

But Speranza said they do get
to have some fun on weekends.

“Saturdays usually consist of
going into Seoul or other cities
near our campus to sightsee and
shop,” explained Speranzain an
email. “Wetakethetrainor abus
to the subway then navigate from
city to city from the subway or by
taxi.”

Thetwo girlsleft for Koreaon
Aug. 16 and are returning Dec.
23. While there they are earning
credits for keeping ajournal and
tutoring English to Korean stu-
dents.

Speranza is not only there to

study, but is also working part-
time.

“l cocktail waitress at a night-
club near our school until 11:30
p.m. I'm home by midnight .
Monday through Friday our cur-
few is at midnight,” said
Speranza. “1f you're not back by
then, they lock you out and you
havetosleepinthelibrary orina
bar.”

The two have learned many
things since they made the dra-
matic life-change, including the
social standard of the culture.

“Elders demand respect and
they can do just about anything
they want without objection,” ex-
plained Speranza. “ Shoes are not
to be worn in most restaurants,
the dorms and in certain areas
that are designated to relax in.”

Both have embraced the new
experiencesthrown at themwhile
they are studying.

Jim Klent, professor of chemistry
Isconsdered a‘father figure

By JOYCE LEUNG
Saff writer

Retired, he may be, but forgot-
ten, certainly not.

There are vestiges of his influ-
ence al over campus. From the
laboratories he designed, to thelab
manuals he wrote, to the genera-
tions of students he taught. For all
of his 37 years of service to the
collegeandtothevitality hebrought
to his department; Professor of
Chemistry, imKlent hasbeen hon-
ored with emeritus status by the
Board of Trustees on Sept. 14.

“The nicest thing isthat | didn’t
have to diefirst,” Klent joked.

Though his retirement in May
2005 did not sever his ties with
Ohlone, his departure did end a
long history in teaching and com-
munity service. Arriving from Illi-
noisin 1967 in pursuit of thewest’s
picturesque mountains and shore-
lines, hesaw an opportunity tomold
athen newly built Ohlone College.
He couldn’t haveimagined abetter
way to start a career. “To be at the
beginning was an unbelievable
privilege,” said Klent.

And since those early years, he
had an active role in leading and
shaping the college. Serving asthe
firstfaculty senatepresidentin1968,
heoftenreturnedtoofficeasneeded.

JimKlent

His devotion also led him to serve
ascampusrepresentativetotheAca
demic Senateof theCaliforniaCom-
munity Collegesfor 8 years. In ad-
dition, he has extended hisservices
tothe Board of Trustees, serving as
an elected member for 13 years.
But perhaps his most significant
contributions were as a teacher, a
colleague, andafriend. “ He' salmost
like our father figure. HE's been a
mentor to everybody,” said Anu
Ganguly, Professor of Chemistry.
“He always had the patience to
leave his door wide open. He took

time for people,” said Yvette
Niccolls, Math/Science Coordina
tor, “He leant an attitude and
presence...hemadethewholechem-
istry department feel cohesive.”

Asaprofessor, Klent also recog-
nized the need to keep abreast of
developments in chemistry. Over
theyearshehasreceived 8 National
Science Foundation grants to at-
tend summer workshops acrossthe
nation for attaining new skills, par-
ticularly in computer applications
for chemistry. Hismembershipwith
theCaliforniaA ssociation of Chem-
istry Teachers, the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Science, and the American Chemi-
cal Society hasaso kept himup to
date with hisfield.

Try ashemight, Klent will have
a hard time leaving Ohlone com-
pletely, when so many have de-
pended on him for his knowledge
and friendship.

“Hewasour answer andwedon'’t
have a Jim to ask anymore,” said
Niccolls. “He was a one-man de-
partment. If you needed a handy-
man, it was him. If you needed a
teacher, it was him,” insisted
Ganguly. ButKlent recognizesthat,
“The campus is part of my life.
That's part of being an emeritus.
You're still part of the college's
life”

“The most fun thing that I've
got to experience was going to a
public shower house. It's in
Onyang, whichis10 minutesaway
by bus. It’ sin the basement of this
nice hotel and right when | walked
in, everyone was completely na-
ked. | had went with the intention
of keeping my bathing suit on, but
once | saw everything else |
thought, ‘What the heck!’” said
Francisco. “So | went for it and it
was pretty relaxing.”

The girls admit that there are
some things that they miss, espe-
cially family and friends, thefood
and driving.

The two also say that there are
some differences in their studies.

“The instructors here are try-
ingtoteach usanother language,
for the most part. This means
that they either speak little or no
English. We're learning on a
first grade level, so everything

Zbroad, Ohlone students living in a different world

is easy if you study,” said
Speranza. “The attitudes and
expectations are more strict;
they’'re expecting a lot from
us.”

“Thework load is very light
especially for Korean writing,
reading and conversation,” said
Francisco. “It's like elemen-
tary school homework. The
only class that requiresalotis
International Relationsbecause
the reading is much just like
back at home. We haveto read
about 100 pages per class ses-
sion.”

Some things have not
changed, despitethethousands
of miles distancing the girls
from Fremont and Ohlone.

“Thecampuswe'reonisfull
of stairs, just like Ohlone , so
not much has changed with
working out our leg muscles,”
explained Speranza.

Local author involves an
Afghan Ohlone Student
In his novel ‘Kite Runner’

By NICK ZAMBRANO
Soorts editor

Having a part of your lifeisin-
volved inanovel isarare occasion.
Autobi ographi esand biographiesnot
included, the number of peoplethat
say they have, are few.

The quiet town of Fremont and
studentsof OhloneCollegecanraise
their handsasthey pivotroles inthe
novel, TheKiteRunner, writtenby a
native San Franciscan, Khaled
Hosseini.

Inthefirst apparent Afghannovel
to be written in English, Hosseini
writesabout how the past can some-
times never leave you.

The story, with a backdrop of
Afghanistan on the verge of being
invaded by the Soviets, focuses on
polar opposite friends Amir, and
Hassan. Amir isfrom an intelligent
and rich family, while Hassan and
his family are servants to the much
more fortunate Amir and hisfather.
They both look after each other.
Hassan protects lonely Amir from
bullies, whileAmir readstotheillit-
erate Hassan.

Somewould think that thiscould
be difficult to depict, but Hosseini
makes it believable.

However, the friendship hits a
rough patch during a Kite Fighting
match. In the middle of the match
Hassan is savagely attacked by a

group of bullies, not knowing how
to respond, Amir runs off, leaving
his friend behind. Soon after, the
Sovietsfinaly invadeAfghanistan
forcing Amir and hisfather to flee
the country and head to the United
States.

Once arriving in the country,
Amir and Baba settle down in the
townof Fremont, California. Want-
ing to further his studies, Amir
decides to enroll at Ohlone Col-
lege majoring in writing.

A complete 180 degrees from
what life used to be, Amir and
Babagoesfromlivinginroyalty to
running asmall stand at aFremont
swap meet. Now years removed
from Afghanistan, Amir appears
to be enjoying life in Fremont,
however heisstill haunted by what
he let happened to Hassan.

Hopingtoreconcilethepast with
Hassan, Amir returns to Afghani-
stan, When he arrives Amir finds
that country is now under Taliban
rule. While there, Amir is over-
whelmed by conflictsrangingfrom
a stand off with an old rival to
facing the harsh reality of his ac-
tions passed.

Kite Runner is a novel that di-
rectly relates to the lives of stu-
dents here at Ohlone. Copies of
Kite Runner can be picked up at
our campus or your own local li-
brary branch.

L argeturnout at Ohlon€ sGar age Sale Blag

By DANELLE MEYER
Saff writer

Tables, chairs and tents be-
gan going up at 6 a.m. as people
gathered together in the lower
parking lot to have the “The
Garage Sale Blast.”

For only $25 anyone could
come and set up within a two
parking space span, and take
advantage of the oncoming
crowds and excitement.

“It's already been fun this
morning with all the sellers,”
said former English teacher
Jacquelyn Kerner as the garage
sale first started. Kerner and
her husband Jeff were just a
couple of the people who ea-

gerly awaited the customers.

As part of the second garage
sale of the year, students such
as Charlie Hebison and Daniel
Hu came to help set up cones
and barricades. After the early
set up they began to “monitor
things and make sure things
stayed in order,” said Hebison.

Students, parents and chil-
dren all joined together as dis-
playsof all kindsof newer items
and antiques lined up. Toys,
games, movies, jewelry, bags,
computers, books, sport memo-
rabilia, camerasandradioswere
some of the many wonderful
finds that people could sift
through.

“I found a lot of stuff for
sale, likereally cuteclothesthat
are almost brand new,” said
Kathryn Matlock, a Chabot stu-
dent, as she carried bags full of
newly found treasures.

“It'sgreat, I’ vebeen bargain-
ing and getting really good
deals,” Matlock said.

People milled from booth to
booth to find old things to start
calling their own. “Thisis fun.
It's the used stuff that make
people come in,” said Elaine
Nagel, retired community
events coordinator, who works
part time with flea markets and
fund-raisers for Ohlone.

Thegarage salelasted from 8

a.m. to 2:00 p.m., with people
filling trunks and bags. “1t’ s our
regular outing,” said Sharon
Brown as she bargained with dif-
ferent people.

“We come to the Flea Market
every month and heard someone
talking about the garage sale and
couldn’t wait,” Brown said.

Whether they had junk left
over from the Niles Flea Mar-
ket, or retiring from their jobs
and needing to clean out such as
Jim Ferguson who already has
300 boxes “packed to move to
Hawaii” Everyonewho wassell-
ing was happy to give their old
stuff away in exchangefor space
and money to buy new things.

“When | heard they were do-
ing agarage sale version of the
flea market | thought it was
timeto clean up,” said Christy
Hines, former Ohlone student.

“We had a good turn out and
arehappy withthe attendance,”
said Nagel.

“We'dliketo keep doingthis
and for it to continue to grow.
It salready bigger than thelast
one,” Nagel stated.

In addition, The
OhloneCollegeSuper FleaMar-
ket is held every 2nd Saturday
of themonth. Thenext onewill
be held on October 8th, 2005.




