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Shopping for deals and building
reputations at the flea market

By MORGAN BRINLEE
Saff writer

For many the Ohlone College
Super Flea Market is more than
an opportunity to empty out their
garage and sell off closets full of
old clothing, for someitisalive-
lihood.

Many vendors at the Ohlone
Flea Market are making a busi-
ness of selling their collected
wares. “Thisis part of our liveli-
hood. Selling here is one of the
marketswe useto keep ourselves
afloat,” said Brendan L eathem of
Crescent Hill Nursery. Leathem
and his partner, Nathan Krupa,
bring a portion of their self-de-
scribed “weird and unusual”
plants to flea markets around the
Bay Areain an effort to expand
their business.

For married couple, Tim Smith
and Andrea Hapin, the Ohlone
flea market is a testing site for
their new business. Smith and
Hapin sell modern and antique
jewelry that Hapin finds in an-
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thinking of a store and trying to
build a website, this is the first
manifestation of that,” said Smith.
The coupleis new to the business
of vending, having only been sell-

ing for 3 months, and they have
already discovered it is more
work than people would think.
“It’' sal ot of work, no doubt about
it, thefun partisonly afew hours

to come out here and meet people
face to face. In my day job I'm
an accountant, and | like that,
but thisis fun,” said Smith.
Other vendorskeeptheir busi-

nessalittlemoreinformal. They
hunt for goods at antique shops,
garage sales, and flea markets
that they then clean up and re-
sell. “It’samajor treasure hunt,
and amajor addiction. The col-
lecting never ends, but it keeps
you broke,” said vendor Chris
Lajeuness, who sells antique
jewelry, perfume bottles,
purses, hats, and scarves.

For whatever reason vendors
participate, the Ohlone Col-
lege Super Flea Market draws
people from all over the bay
area. Maria Rivas comes up
from San Jose every month to
shop at the Ohlone fleamarket
because of its great variety in
goods and vendors, as well as
the cozy feeling atmosphere
of the flea market. “For being
so small this has really won-
derful, quality stuff,” Rivas
said.

The next Ohlone College Su-
per Flea Market will be held in
parking lots E and H on No-
vember 12th from 8 amto 3 pm.
If you would like to become a
vendor at the Ohlone flea mar-
ket you can contact Elaine Nagel
at (510) 659-6285 for more in-
formation, or visit the flea
market website at http://
www?2.ohlone.edu/org/
flea_mkt/.

Officer s open up about what happens on patrol at Ohlone College

By JESSICA LOSEE
Saff writer

Officer Benjamin Peralta is at
thewhee of thelargesedan, painted
in black and white; his dark sun-
glasses and uniform complete the
image of aman of the law.

“This is what we call our of-
fice,” said Peralta

Peralta is one of the many
peoplewhowork everyday toen-
sure that every student, staff
member and visitor on campusis
safe and secure. In the back seat
is his trainee, Miguel Mendoza,
who has been here for four
months. The security personnel
and officers who make up the
Campus Police are on patrol five
days a week, eight hours a day.
Not only do they hand out park-
ing citations, break up fights, at-
tend to medical emergency calls,
they also respond to 911 callson
campus, maintain the parking l ot
ticket machines, control traffic,
wranglecowsand horsesoff cam-
pus, and even unlock closet doors.
OnMonday, Peraltaeven saved a
cat that had crawled into a
student’s engine block. Peralta
had to jack up the car and get the
cat out without damaging the stu-
dents wiring or harming the cat.

“Thereisreally notypical day,”
said Peralta.

Within two hours they re-
sponded to a call about someone
possibly stuck inan elevator, two
911 hang-up calls, a call about
unlocking a storage closet door,
putting asign up and maintaining
the ticke tmachinein parking lot
P.

It turned out that the elevator
had nooneinit, the 911 hang-up
calls were just people trying to
dial-out of the school to numbers
outside of the campus, and the
storage closet wasduly unlocked
and opened. These all may seem
like menial tasks, but each is
important. “We don’t take our

stops lightly, anytime,” said
Peralta, explainingthat oncea911
call resulted in saving thelife of a
student who wanted to kill him-
self.

One thing that Peralta pointed
out is that the officers can get
anywhere on campus within two
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Officer Ben Peralta and his trainee Miguel

Mendoza in front of their patrol vehicle.

to three minutes,allowing for a
quick response every time, with-
out the police having to speed,
putting pedestriansand other driv-
ersat risk.

Whether the officers cross cam-
pusin their car or on foot, they are
constantly interactingwith students

and staff, waving, wishing others a
good morning, always smiling, al-
ways moving from one place to
another, thoroughly covering the
campus. “

We don’t want to be tied up in
one location,” said Peralta. “It
doesn’t bode well for us.”

Last year, Peralta only remem-
bers handing out one ticket. The
scariest thing about thejob, accord-
ing to Peraltais attending to afight
between students, or going to a car
that has been robbed, or the more
extreme example of the sexual as-
sault last semester in the library.

“Those are the scary moments,”
said Peralta. “When you gointo the
unknown.”

Oneof theoddest calsthat Peralta
has received since coming here in
1998 was a man howling at the
moon while doing martial arts.

"It's fun working here,” said
Mendoza.” Y oucan’tgetintoarou-
tine, there’s something different
everyday.”

While patrolling the parking
lots, Peralta and Mendoza also

had to fix the ticket machine for
students and guests to buy daily
parking passesfor theupper park-
ing lots.

Not only do they put up tempo-
rary signssaying that the particu-
lar machineisout of service, but
they also replacetheticket paper,
remove change and dollar bills
from the machines and even run
mai ntenance on the computer it-
self.

Infact, all of the security staff
has been trained in the mainte-
nance of the machines.

No matter what they’re do-
ing, these savvy security offic-
erskeep their smiling demeanor
while also having a hard shell
to keep things in order.

Evenwhenthey pulled over a
student for not compl etely stop-
ping as she came out of the park-
ing lot, the two wished her a
good day asthey let her of f with
awarning and a smile.

"1 think it goes a long way to
make a positive contact,” said
Peralta.

Deaf Counseling Center welcomes
two new staff members into the fold

By ANNIE UTTER
Saff writer

The Deaf Center Counseling
Services provides guidance to
deaf and hard of hearing students,
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hel ping them meet their academ-
ic and personal goals. There are
currently two deaf counselors
employed in the center:

ClaireEllisistheonly full time
deaf counselor. She graduated
with aMSin rehabilitation coun-
seling from San Francisco State
University. Ellis initially joined
Ohlone College as part of an in-
ternship program in 1992. She
not only assists her students in
class, she goes above and beyond
to provide personal support. “I
enjoy counseling[to students] and
like to see students succeed in
their educational goals,” said
Ellis.

Nan Zhou has recently joined
the Deaf Counseling staff as a

part time counselor. Zhou grew
up in China where he attended a
deaf school. In 1990 Zhou moved
to Americawhileinthe processof
simultaneously learning Ameri-
can Sign Language (ASL) and
English. Zhou graduated with a
BA degree in psychology from
Cal State University Northridge.
He then recieved his degree in
social work from the San Fran-
cisco State University. Zhou is
also fluent in Chinese Sign Lan-
guage. Zhou helps Claire Ellisin
the Deaf Counsling Center by as-
sistingin planning workshopsand
academic goals for deaf and hard
of hearing students. “1 enjoy meet-
ing wonderful people and like to
work with students who have di-
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verse backgrounds,” said Zhou.
Zhou explains that he can relate
to many foreign deaf students
because he himself knows what
it's like to move from another
country to America.





