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What we need, see, Is some personal combat

By GABRIEL VILA
Saff writer

What ever happened to honor-
able singles combat?

Let me explain myself.

Ok. Take the current political
situation with Scooter Libby and
Karl Rove, and how nobody isable
to pin anything on this administra-
tion.

Now, while it's nice and al to
see Patrick Fitzgerald tag someone
in the upper echelons of govern-
ment (Libby was, after all, aide to
Dick Cheney), it seemsto bethat a
much easier and more expedient
form of political maneuvering
would beto call out theVice Presi-
dent or Rove in honorable singles
combat, say for instance; pistolsat
dawn, or swords at high noon, or
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hisex-girlfriend and, concerned
about the situation, the officersre-
guested he meet with Associate
VicePresident of Student Services
Ron Travenick for further counsel-
ing. Dawson and Peralta then fol-
lowed Rodriguez from a distance
upto Travenick’soffice. They said
they did this to avoid causing a
sceneand potentially embarrassing
Rodriguez.

Once in the office, Travenick
and Rodriguez talked calmly. The
absence of an interpreter didn’t
seem to cause a problem.

Accordingtopolicereports, sud-
denly, Rodriguez raised hisarm at
Travenick as if meaning to strike
him. The two officers quickly re-
strained Rodriguez and told him
that they would use pepper spray,
as the campus police do not carry
handcuffsor firearms, if heresisted
further. He complied with the of-
ficers orders and was officially
arrested.

He was charged with three mis-
demeanors: attempted assault, dis-
turbing the peace and obstructing a
police officer in duty.

Rodriguez’ slawyer, Austin Th-
ompson, argued in the Fremont
Hall of Justice that his client’s re-
guest, known as a motion to sup-
press, was valid because the cam-
pus police arrested Rodriguez be-
fore his officially recorded arrest
when they asked him to exit the
weight room and when they ac-
companied him up the campus to
Tranenick’s office.

He also attested that the arrest
wasillegal because Rodriguez was
not read his Miranda rights and
there was no paperwork.

Judges Donald Squires did not
accept Thompson' sdefenseand de-
nied the motion to suppress.

Officer Peraltasaid, “Thepolice
on campus have adua role tofill,
as officers and as councilors.” Up
until the official arrest, the police
say they were acting in the role of
councelorsandnoillegal arresttook
place.

Judge Squires described the is-
sueasheing “gray,” when denying
Rodriguez’ smotion, becauseitwas
not clearly proven that the officers
wereacting inapolicerole, arrest-
ing Rodriguez.

even (and this is a stretch) silent
ninja combat by moonlight.

It would be much more epic at
any rate. The news media would
have afield day.

Which, really, brings me to my
point: that our nation’s news ser-
vices have nothing, and | mean
NOTHING to say, especialy for
24 hours at atime.

Do you ever get the chance to
watch CNN, C-span, or even the
BBC? These are people who have
tofill aday’ sworth of news; CBS,
ABC, andNBC haveahard enough
timefilling 22 minutesthreetimes
aday on their networks.

Takefor instancetherecent hur-
ricanes. How many peopledidyou
see on the ground out there doing
nothing but talking about how bad
thestormwas, and just how bad the

wind was?

Or how about the recent Bush-
SupremeCourt nominations; break-
ing reports about lunch breaks?
“NewsFlashes’ about possiblelater
“News Flashes’ ? And the constant
struggle to get new news; don’t
important storiesget leftinthedust,
unresolved?

Correct me if I’'m wrong, but |
seemtoremember something about
awar in Afghanistan. How's that
going? Infact, | seemtoremember
that therewasstill bad newsinlrag.
How are our soldiers doing over
there? Better still, wasn't therethis
guy, Saudi oil billionaire, this tall
Arab man on diaysis... what was
hisname again? OsamaBin what-
was-that? Where'sthat guy at?

And the sensationalism of trials
that noonereally should careabout.

| donot givetwo hairsoff acamel’s
ass about Michael Jackson’'s
hobbies.That’ shisbusinessandthe
business of the children and fami-
lies he may have offended. And
while| don’t mean to belittle such
tortured persons as Terri Schaivo,
it seemsagreater disrespecttoplas-
ter their facesacrossanation’ stele-
visionscreensand to dishonor their
personal struggleswithtriteclichés
than to admit that | honestly do not
care, and would not care if | had
never heard of these people.
Really, honorable singles com-
bat isthe number onesolutiontoan
industry plagued with misinforma-
tion and maligned with a crippling
dependency on the government’s
table scraps. If, instead of engag-
inginwar withlIrag, President Bush
had instead requested a no-holds-

barred cage match with Saddam
Hussein, wouldn't that spike rat-
ings through the roof? | know |
would be watching, that would be
better than UFC. Of course, |ook-
ing at how the way the news net-
workscurrently work, it seemsmore
likely that thefightwouldbeaired...
and then replayed again and again
throughout the day with different
commentators saying the same
things over and over again.

Thisiswhy | read newspapers
(not to shamelessly plug the Moni-
tor). | get the newsin an easy-to-
digest format that | can dispose of
at my leisure, and | can pick and
choose what | want to read and
what | want to use as papier mache.
That, and | get to read excellently
worded and interesting opinion ar-
ticles.

More than 400 students jammed the gym for the World Forum on Wednesday.
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Ohlone speaker explainsAfrican poverty
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so than other places,” said
M’ Panya. “All of North America,
South America, Russiaand Europe
would all fit inside the continent of
Africa. Sowhy would such alarge
continent with so much land not be
able to feed its people?’

Thisquestionwasanswered by a
detailed breakdown, particularly
threemainreasonswhy therewasn't
enough food on the continent.

Climaticconditionswasonerea-
son. “Most peoplethink Africahas
many lush rain forests, but only 25
percent of Africaisjunglewiththe
rest being more like adesert,” said
M’ Panya. He also said that even
therain forest isnot fit for agricul-
ture because most of the rainwater
is absorbed by tree trunks and not
distributed in the soils, making the
land useless for farming.

“African people became hunter
gatherers, asif they knew the land
could not provide well. But ani-
mals provide only a small portion
of thefood,” said M'Panya.

Colonization by western impe-
rialistswasthesecondreasongiven

Mutombo M’Paya speaks in Ohlone gym.

by M’Panya as to why food was
scarce. “WhentheEuropeanscame,
they thought that there is plenty of
land here for agriculture, but that

wasn't true. They changed land
ownership from communal toindi-
vidual ownership, in order to use
the land as a cash crop system for

commercia interests.”

Slavery andforced labor wasthe
third reason given as to why Afri-
canssuffertoday withhunger.“Men
were used in plantations instead of
onthefarmworkingtobringfood.”

Duringthequestionandanswer ses-
sion, Wayne Yuen, professor of
philosphy, asked M’Panya, “What
kindsof charitiescan hdp build asus-
tainable Africa?’

M’ Panya said anyone who could
help Africain thelong term was wel-
come. “Help by doing something that
will helplong-term, not something that
isusngameask. Theway tobringdown
poverty isto educatethe peoplehowto
properly grow their own food, not by
handing food out. In thiscase, | don't
cdl this charity, but a locd invest-

This was the third World Forum
since President Doug Treadway
launched the seriesladt year.

M'Panya, a PhD in Planning and
Management of Natural Resources
from the University of Michigan, is
orgindly from TheCongo (Zaire), isa
fdlow of the Kdlogg Inditute and
workswith many African NGO's.

Ohlone students to protest Powell visit

to attend amock war crimes tribunal on Thursday at De Anza's Confer-
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and involvement on veterans disability and deaths dueto the Gulf War

Syndrome, caused by the exposure of depleted uranium,” said De Anza
MECHA President Anthony Choice.

ChoiceisalsoalongtimeNative American activist and will coordinate
with the De Anza Students for Justice protests. “We call on Ohlone
studentstotakeastanceagainstinjustice. Thetimeisripefor speaking out.
Enough is enough and nothing is going to happen unless we the youth
stand up and refuse oppression in our name,” said Choice.

Ohlonestudentsfromthe M SA, MECHA and othershavebeeninvited

ence Room A and B from 1:30 to 5 p.m., which will movein front of the
Flint Center on campuswhere Powell will speak. “ Students should voice
their opinion to make abig impact,” said Ohlone business major M oayad
Amer, whowill be at the demonstrations. “ They have astrong positionin
society, and could change the minds of those in charge. It's good for
students to protest because they could one day be sent and get killed

themselves.”

Those interested in participating or attaining more information about
the event can call (650) 879-0778 or email rend58@peopl epc.com.



