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A universal symbol of hope brings a ray of light to the protest at DeAnza.
Photo by Aman Mehrzai
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Ohlone student Paul Cheng illustrates the faux effects of fractures,
abrasions, and inhalation of VX nerve gas during a disaster drill in
Oakland Tuesday. See story on Page 3.

By DANELLE MEYER
Staff writer

People crowded in the hallway
of the Smith Center to admire the
chosen artwork on display that was
submitted into the Art of the Comet
Contest. They also awaited the
STARDUST Comet Sample Re-
turn Mission presentation by As-
trophysicist Dr. Scott Sandford on
Tuesday night.

The chosen art ranged from wa-

tercolors and pastels, to digital
graphics and drawings. Each piece
had its own unique flair, and a dif-
ferent interpretation of the comet.
Not only Ohlone students were fea-
tured, but also work from various
high schools and other college cam-
puses that were submitted.

“I came here to see the art con-
test. It’s pretty interesting. I want to
know how they did a lot of it,” said
Ankita Shah, Ohlone student.

Continued on Page 3

Disaster ‘victim’Quad speakers
denounce
‘imperialism’

Ohlone students battered
during protests at DeAnza

Short semester snag?

Continued on Page 3

By OMER AHMED
Staff writer

The shorter semester plan that met wide approval throughout
the campus is likely to hit a delay from the Community College
Chancellor’s office.

The plan would switch Ohlone’s semester from 18 weeks to
16 weeks. The proposed change was planned to possibly as
occur soon as Fall ‘06. Following the templates and instructions
of the Chancellor’s office, Ohlone preceded down the path
toward getting approval and enacting the change. Many other
colleges in California are also working on shorter semester
plans.

The problem now is that the Chancellor’s office has scaled
back and slowed down the approval process. There is also the
possibility of a moratorium being called to investigate the

By ERICK SANCHEZ
Staff writer

Western imperialism as the de-
termining cause of global terrorism
was the subject tackled by guest
speakers Wednesday in the Quad.
Three speakers explained with dif-
ferent approaches why historical
practices of imperial-economic
policies have led to worldwide dis-
content today.

The three spoke of the “prob-
lems” of imperialism and their ver-
sions of the solutions.

The “True Patriots” event was
sponsored by the Muslim Students
Association and other groups.

Anthony Choice Diaz, an indig-
enous peoples activist, said 500 plus
years of native subjugation by co-
lonialism created a world indig-
enous movement, which finds its
roots in response to imperial glo-
balization. Choice said the indig-

enous movement was growing be-
cause the indigenous “represent 500
years of survival and that it [indig

Noel Amherst speaks.
Photo by Devina Deo

By ERICK SANCHEZ
Staff writer

Three Ohlone students were as-
saulted by riot police during last
Friday’s protest at De Anza Col-
lege against former Secretary of
State Colin Powell.

Ohlone  student  Ken Steadman
27, said he was hit several times in
the back while trying to get away
from the officers who advanced
against the crowd without warning.

Steadman, who said he was
present for the demonstration only
as an observer, decided not to ac-

tively participate as part of the pro-
tests.

Although Steadman said he
didn’t participate in the rally, he
said that he found himself drawn in
and attacked by the police.

“Despite my neutrality, I found
my rights violated by police as I
was struck in the back several times
by the riot squad as they tried to
sweep the campus of protesters,”
said Steadman. “They [police] put
on an aura of authoritarianism and
superiority that reminded me of a
Roman legion.”

Two other Ohlone students were

also assaulted at the event.
The Monitor’s Editor-in-Chief,

Aman Mehrzai, was hit in the ribs
by a baton and pushed through
bushes by riot police around the
same time Steadman was assaulted.

“They came without warning,”
said Mehrzai. “The police made a
formation blocking off all students
in one area, then swept through.
There was a lot of confusion. I saw
students get attacked by police with
batons and stepped on. They
wouldn’t slow down, even though I
told them that I was press and
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“The people have spoken.Unless
he dramatically changes his ways

he won’t be reelected”

“Yes, it will influence the
elections – but I’m not sure it will

tip the scale”

How will last week’s vote influence the next elections?

TONY HOAN
Sociology

“Aagh! - what did we do voting
for him at all?”

GARY GROZE
Music

NASEEM SHARIF
Health Science

ALEJANDRA MYERS
Physical Therapy

KYLE BASELTON
Undeclared

“I don't think (reelection) is
going to happen; all proposi-

tions were turned down”

“ It will have  a negative impact –
it just shows that Californians

don’t favor him anymore”

OPINION

By MORGAN BRINLEE
Staff writer

What defines a patriotic Ameri-
can? It seems as if recently the
definition of patriotic is becoming
more and more twisted. Last Friday
was one of the more patriotic Ameri-
can holidays, though from the
speech President Bush gave that
day at Tobyhanna Army Depot in
Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania and the
back and forth mudslinging be-
tween politicians that followed it
felt like another day on the cam-
paign trail.

How did what began as a simple
disagreement on policies and tac-

tics suddenly turn into political
mudslinging? In his speech Bush
undoubtedly made a stab at his old
opponent in the 2004 elections,
Senator John F. Kerry. He then
went on to chide other Democrats
for their behavior during the war.
“It is deeply irresponsible to re-
write the history of how that war
began,” Bush stated in his speech.
Bush went on to say that what
American troops need is the sup-
port of all political officials through
times of thick and thin, hinting
strongly at Democrats being the
unsupportive and unpatriotic poli-
ticians.

 Immediately following the

speech  Democrat and liberal inter-
est groups began retaliating. Sen.
Kerry accused the President of
“playing the politics of fear and
smear on Veterans Day.” Senate
Minority Leader Harry M. Reid
claimed Bush is resorting to old
tactics of “attacking those patriotic
Americans who have raised seri-
ous questions about the case the
Bush administration made to take
our country to war.” While it’s no
secret the Bush administration
doesn’t want the American people
to know the truth, or even the facts
about the war in Iraq, it is suspect
how far Bush is going to stop those
with questions. His decision to com-

pletely ignore Cindy Sheehan and
her questions about her son's death
and the Iraq war, aside from simply
being a bad decision, showed a lack
of patriotism, in my opinion. Isn’t
patriotism about truth? Wouldn’t
supporting our troops mean sup-
porting our troops' families in this
time of need?

It seems as if Bush has his own
agenda about what patriotism is.
For Bush an all trusting, submis-
sive, American with no mind or
voice of his own is a shining ex-
ample of a patriotic American.
While I doubt many of our Forefa-
thers, given their own feelings on
government are rolling around in

their graves in protest I know that
many more currently living Ameri-
cans should be. What do we have if
we don’t have our voices, what do
we have if we can’t question our
government? But most importantly,
what kind of society are we living
in when people choose not to use
that power?  I can’t stress involve-
ment in politics enough. Get out
there, take to the streets, let your
voices be heard, sadly we are passed
writing letters to senators and con-
gressmen now we need action. So
whatever you opinions are, get them
out there, get them heard, and act
on them. That is what a true patri-
otic American does.

The two faces of the hot button of patriotism

By OMER AHMED
Staff writer

Looking at headlines like
“France in Flames” or “The French
Fry” and watching the footage of
the riots outside Paris during the
past few weeks make me wonder:
what would it take to get Ameri-
cans to riot against the government
like that?

It’s one thing for the French to
riot. It’s the land of the French
Revolution. Violent upheaval is
nothing new for them. Valid social
reasons (a 50 % unemployment
rate in certain demographics and
widespread racism) plus shocking
event (the tragic death of two youths
from said demographic) expectedly
equals riot fun. It shows that change
was necessary and the people took
it into their own hands to act. I also
like to believe the song “I Predict a

Riot” by the European band the
Kaiser Chiefs had a little bit to do
with it but that’s just because I
think it’s catchy.

Could this happen in the U.S.?
Is there any issue that could enrage
people enough to act out? We are
quite dissatisfied with our govern-
ment. President Bush’s approval
rating has fallen to an all time low
of 39% and shows no signs of mi-
raculously climbing any time soon.
Even on a state level, voters turned

down every single proposition in
Governor Schwarzenegger's spe-
cial election, sending the message
that the politicians should do their
job and not ask the voters to bail
them out. As Ohlone political sci-
ence instructor Matthew Freeman
put it, “No, no kiddies. Go back to
Sacramento.”

For better or for worse, this lack
of confidence in the government
doesn’t seem to be enough to get
people to riot. It hardly gets them

to even vote. The message of no
confidence I mentioned before was
given by only a fraction of the
California population. The last time
a riot occurred, it was civilians
against civilians in Toledo, Ohio
and was sparked by a planned KKK
rally. Do the KKK have to take
over the country before anything
happens in mass?

The most obvious reson to pro-
test and possibly riot is the war

Continued on page 3

Riots in France - is this a sign of things to come?



NEWS
  November 17, 2005  MONITOR  3

By KRISTA MARTINEZ
Features editor

At least 74 Ohlone students were
injured or died horrible deaths in a
terrorist attack Tuesday, but it was
all pretend.

It was a planned, statewide ter-
rorism exercise and the only real
danger was the possibility of sun-
burn.

There were at least 10 emer-
gency events, including bomb at-
tacks and biological warfare.  At
the Oakland Coliseum,  Ohlone stu-
dents were “exposed” to O-Ethyl-
S-[2(diisopropylamino)ethyl]
methylphosphonothioate, or VX, a
deadly chemical mass produced in
the ‘50’s.

The exercises were organized
by Citizen Corps, part of the USA
Freedom Corps  initiated by George
W. Bush in January 2002 in re-
sponse to the 9/11 attacks. There
were exercises across California,
including the one in Oakland.
Golden Guardian 2005, the official
title of the exercise, focused on the
Sacramento Valley Region and the
Bay Area.

Everyone on site was given a
role to play during the exercise,
from “Controllers,”  those who man-
age and set up the event and play
response people of agencies not
actually playing in the exercise, to

“Actors,”  volunteers who role-play
during the event. Realism was fa-
cilitated by make-up artists on site
who used stage blood and skin-wax
as well as prosthetics to simulate
the injuries assigned to actors, from
blunt object injury to exposed frac-
tures.

The elaborate trial included the
activation of law enforcement and
fire departments to Hazardous
Materials Control (HAZMAT) and
Special Weapons And Tactics
(SWAT). However, due to the na-
ture of the chemicals released at the
Oakland location, where most of
the Ohlone students involved par-
ticipated, a large number of actors
were wheeled into the morgue set
up for the exercise by the time
antidotes for VX became available.

The “Player Hot Wash” is the
official term used by Citizen Corps
for the time, up to one hour, after
the exercise has been terminated
and any player can ask questions
about what happened. The four
hours between the activation of the
exercise and the arrival of
HAZMAT was brought up more
than once in conjunction with the
number of people whose triage tag,
a badge of sorts explaining what is
wrong with a person, was marked
“MORGUE.”

Ohlone is planning a small-scale
“tabletop” drill on Friday.

People were given glow bracelets, 3-D glasses and
cookies as they mingled about during the reception
before the show.

“I like NASA. I owe them one because I wanted to
be an astronaut when I was a little girl, and I hear there
are 3-D glasses,” said MaryAnne Silva, Ohlone stu-
dent.

Not just students came to enjoy the event. “I’m
interested in science, the sky and the universe, and
comets are a really interesting part of our solar sys-
tem. I can’t wait to see what they teach us today, and
I really love 3-D technology,” stated Jon Degallier,
instructor of Computer Studies.

Around 200 people piled into the theater. Jim
Wright, Vice President of Instruction, introduced Dr.
Sandford, whose work has been acknowledged
through many different awards.

“Feel free to wear these through my whole talk as
a fashion statement, but I recommend you don’t,”
joked Sandford as he explained to the audience that
only some parts of his presentation would be in 3-D.

Sanford began his discussion by talking about
what comets are and then went into the Stardust
mission. “Comets are small objects that spend most of
their time way out in the solar system,” said Sanford.

The type of comets that we send missions to are the
ones that become “short period” comets because we
will know when they will fly nearby, where other
comets just appear and leave without the precon-
ceived knowledge of it coming.

He then explained that comets are useful for collect-
ing the raw materials that planets are made of since it
is impossible to find the real rocks that first made earth
because they have all long since been changed. Ac-
cording to Sandford, “comets are small bodies that
preserve primitive materials.”

But comets aren’t always good because they “have
an annoying habit of running into things occasionally.
If one of these hit the earth, you would have a very bad
day,” said Sandford.

On Jan. 2, 2004 NASA launched Stardust to collect
pictures and raw samples of Comet Wild 2 (“Vilt” 2)
to bring back to earth. It is scheduled to land Jan. 15,
2006, at the Utah Test and Training Ranges.

Sanford explained that Stardust is not much bigger
than a table, and while not the greatest looking piece of
technology, holds many intricate details to gather
information from outer space while traveling at the
velocity of 6.1 kilometers per second.

The camera is able to take pictures of the comet as
it passes through streams of particles, by switching to
various mirrors and facing the opposite way. By taking
pictures backwards, the camera is able to grab details
rather then be disintegrated in the storm of comet dust.

The night concluded with the presenting of awards
for the Art of the Comet contest that had two catego-
ries, one for high school and one for college. The high
school first place winner was Chauncey Bateman.

The second place college winner was Valerie Severn,
and first place was MaryAnne Silva, both Ohlone
students.

Students play roles
in disaster drills

effort, which has been getting progressively more unpopular with the
general public. The entire situation has been looking more and more like
the 1960s and 70s with the Vietnam War. A recent USA Today poll
shows that more then half of Americans want to withdraw from Iraq
within the next year. In 1970, about half wanted to pull out of Vietnam.
Could this tread create thhe needed anger and pathos necessary for
something like the Kent State Riot? And even if it could, do we want it
to? The Kent State Riot is more often referred to as the Kent State
Massacre.

France is not in an enviable position right now. The price of peace
seems be apatho y and we should be happy were still at a point where
apathy is possible.

Audience members put on their 3-D glasses for a film during the NASA
presentation in the Jackson Theater Tuesday.

NASA show all about comets

Continued from Page 2

Riots possible in U.S.?

Continued from Page 1

merits of various colleges, in-
cluding Ohlone’s, compressed cal-
endar plans.

According to Ron Tranvenick,
the director of Admissions and
Records, this delay is due to the
Chancellor’s “nervousness” in re-
garding compressed calenendars.
Travenick explained in a Faculty
Senate meeting that there many rea-
son for the apprehension. First and
foremost is the possibility for abuses
by colleges to receive extra funds
by manipulating the calendar to
show Full Time Equivalent Stu-
dent  (FTES) enrollment. The record
of FTES are what govern how much
money the colleges receive.  Ap-
parently some colleges submitted
proposals that where blatantly en-
gineered to manipulate FTES and
this is what set the Chancellor’s
office on edge. The Chancellor’s
office is also concerned about its
ability to ensure that no abuse will
take place. After budget and staff
cuts, the office’s ability to monitor

Short semester
plan hits a snag
Continued from Page 1 colleges has suffered. As a result of

this, the chancellor is hesitant to
approve plans that contain the pos-
sibility for abuse.

Travenick told the Faculty Sen-
ate, “The thing that I wanted to
impress on you is that we have not
given up” but also expressed reser-
vation regarding extreme efforts to
affect the chancellor’s office. He
warned the senate by telling them,
“It’s not prudent to spend more
time across the campus if the yel-
low caution flag is up.” The
chancellor’s office hasn’t cut off
all negation with Ohlone. Faculty
Senate president Barbara Tull said,
“The good news is that they are still
in conversation with us while they
are not with others.”

Ohlone staff plans to work with
President Doug Treadway and di-
rectly with the Chancellor’s office
in the coming weeks to work on the
issue. The College Council and
Faculty Senate will hold a joint
meeting on Dec. 7 to discuss the
issue.

Students battered
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Speakers denounce ‘imperialism’
enous movement] is a positive

alternative to present global condi-
tions.” When asked what extent
the indigenous movement has on
American soil, Choice responded,
“It completely re-writes our under-
standing of history by returning it
to the truth and enforces us to ad-
dress injustices.”

Noel Amherd, an Ohlone An-
thropology instructor, spoke about
how the Bush administration used
laws and force to mold their ver-
sion of terrorism onto the Ameri-

can public. Amherd sees this as a
problem because law does not equal
justice. “The law can never encom-
pass justice, because law can al-
ways be reduced to its violent en-
forceability,” said Amherd.
“American citizens share responsi-
bility [of the causes of terrorism],
due to our enforced consent, in our
taxes used, the products we buy,
the gas we put in our car; we cannot
escape fully from [responsibility].”

African American and Islamic
activist, Amir Abdul-Malik said that
a number of topics molded and

distorted the people’s perception of
American politics. Abdul-Malik
described the institution of western
imperialism as a form of enslave-
ment. Abdul-Malik said that Mus-
lims would eventually win against
western imperialism in the Middle
East and domestically, even though
the Muslims are out gunned and
out-resourced.

Two of the speakers, Choice and
Abdul-Malik, also spoke at De Anza
College before riots broke out re-
sulting in the arrest of eight people,
mostly students.

The writer of this article was
also assaulted by police on two
occasions while attempting to
cover the story for the Monitor.

While observing a San Jose
student being arrested, the re-
porter was hit in the head with a
baton and pushed back to lose his
balance.

On another occasion, while riot
police were pushing back the
crowd, this reporter was attacked,

thrown to the ground, and as-
saulted with the officer’s baton.

Eight students in total were ar-
rested that night. All were minorites,
who are alleging racial profiling by
the San Jose Police, who are al-
ready facing allegation of profiling
by the NAACP.

Powell, who was paid $50,000
to speak as part of the college’s
Celebrity Forum at De Anza’s Flint
Theater, left early for security rea-
sons.

Thanksgiving
feast planned

The ASOC will host a
Thanksgiving feast Tues-
day, Nov. 22, from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. in Building 1.
There will be free food for
students and staff.

The ASOC is also col-
lecting canned food for  the
Tri-City Homeless Shel-
ter. Call (510) 659-6063.




