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“The people have spoken.Unless
he dramatically changes his ways

he won’t be reelected”

“Yes, it will influence the
elections – but I’m not sure it will

tip the scale”

How will last week’s vote influence the next elections?

TONY HOAN
Sociology

“Aagh! - what did we do voting
for him at all?”
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“I don't think (reelection) is
going to happen; all proposi-

tions were turned down”

“ It will have  a negative impact –
it just shows that Californians

don’t favor him anymore”

OPINION

By MORGAN BRINLEE
Staff writer

What defines a patriotic Ameri-
can? It seems as if recently the
definition of patriotic is becoming
more and more twisted. Last Friday
was one of the more patriotic Ameri-
can holidays, though from the
speech President Bush gave that
day at Tobyhanna Army Depot in
Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania and the
back and forth mudslinging be-
tween politicians that followed it
felt like another day on the cam-
paign trail.

How did what began as a simple
disagreement on policies and tac-

tics suddenly turn into political
mudslinging? In his speech Bush
undoubtedly made a stab at his old
opponent in the 2004 elections,
Senator John F. Kerry. He then
went on to chide other Democrats
for their behavior during the war.
“It is deeply irresponsible to re-
write the history of how that war
began,” Bush stated in his speech.
Bush went on to say that what
American troops need is the sup-
port of all political officials through
times of thick and thin, hinting
strongly at Democrats being the
unsupportive and unpatriotic poli-
ticians.

 Immediately following the

speech  Democrat and liberal inter-
est groups began retaliating. Sen.
Kerry accused the President of
“playing the politics of fear and
smear on Veterans Day.” Senate
Minority Leader Harry M. Reid
claimed Bush is resorting to old
tactics of “attacking those patriotic
Americans who have raised seri-
ous questions about the case the
Bush administration made to take
our country to war.” While it’s no
secret the Bush administration
doesn’t want the American people
to know the truth, or even the facts
about the war in Iraq, it is suspect
how far Bush is going to stop those
with questions. His decision to com-

pletely ignore Cindy Sheehan and
her questions about her son's death
and the Iraq war, aside from simply
being a bad decision, showed a lack
of patriotism, in my opinion. Isn’t
patriotism about truth? Wouldn’t
supporting our troops mean sup-
porting our troops' families in this
time of need?

It seems as if Bush has his own
agenda about what patriotism is.
For Bush an all trusting, submis-
sive, American with no mind or
voice of his own is a shining ex-
ample of a patriotic American.
While I doubt many of our Forefa-
thers, given their own feelings on
government are rolling around in

their graves in protest I know that
many more currently living Ameri-
cans should be. What do we have if
we don’t have our voices, what do
we have if we can’t question our
government? But most importantly,
what kind of society are we living
in when people choose not to use
that power?  I can’t stress involve-
ment in politics enough. Get out
there, take to the streets, let your
voices be heard, sadly we are passed
writing letters to senators and con-
gressmen now we need action. So
whatever you opinions are, get them
out there, get them heard, and act
on them. That is what a true patri-
otic American does.

The two faces of the hot button of patriotism

By OMER AHMED
Staff writer

Looking at headlines like
“France in Flames” or “The French
Fry” and watching the footage of
the riots outside Paris during the
past few weeks make me wonder:
what would it take to get Ameri-
cans to riot against the government
like that?

It’s one thing for the French to
riot. It’s the land of the French
Revolution. Violent upheaval is
nothing new for them. Valid social
reasons (a 50 % unemployment
rate in certain demographics and
widespread racism) plus shocking
event (the tragic death of two youths
from said demographic) expectedly
equals riot fun. It shows that change
was necessary and the people took
it into their own hands to act. I also
like to believe the song “I Predict a

Riot” by the European band the
Kaiser Chiefs had a little bit to do
with it but that’s just because I
think it’s catchy.

Could this happen in the U.S.?
Is there any issue that could enrage
people enough to act out? We are
quite dissatisfied with our govern-
ment. President Bush’s approval
rating has fallen to an all time low
of 39% and shows no signs of mi-
raculously climbing any time soon.
Even on a state level, voters turned

down every single proposition in
Governor Schwarzenegger's spe-
cial election, sending the message
that the politicians should do their
job and not ask the voters to bail
them out. As Ohlone political sci-
ence instructor Matthew Freeman
put it, “No, no kiddies. Go back to
Sacramento.”

For better or for worse, this lack
of confidence in the government
doesn’t seem to be enough to get
people to riot. It hardly gets them

to even vote. The message of no
confidence I mentioned before was
given by only a fraction of the
California population. The last time
a riot occurred, it was civilians
against civilians in Toledo, Ohio
and was sparked by a planned KKK
rally. Do the KKK have to take
over the country before anything
happens in mass?

The most obvious reson to pro-
test and possibly riot is the war

Continued on page 3

Riots in France - is this a sign of things to come?


