I |

OPINION

December 1, 2005 MONITOR 3

Listen more, talk
less, get better grades

Continued from Page 2
handedly overturned my hate of

history, solely due to his passion
for it. Bill Parks, Ohlon€e's re-
nowned journalisminstructor, puts
upwithaquarrelsome, restivenews-
paper staff day inand day out with-
out losing hislove for the Monitor

PART TIME
FILE CLERK

Part time file clerk at a
Fremont law office; Flexible
hours. Monday - Friday, 4
hours per day preferred.

Fax resume to
(510) 796-1624.

or chucking any of the aforemen-
tioned off abalcony.

Ohloneisacommunity college.
As such, it is not out to make a
profit; it is out to make educated,
thriving members of society out of
students.

Thenexttimeyou' reinclassand
you' rewondering what will appear
onthetest?Read thebook(s), listen
to the professor, takenotes, partici-
pate in any discussions, do your
assignments, and | guaranteeyou'l|
not only passthe class, you'll very
likely achieve an A init, and all
without driving your professor and
fellow classmates bonkers.

And just think: you might learn
something, too!

IRRESISTIBLE

One-bedroomapartments,
somewithyards, A/E, kitchen,
ceiling fans, AC.

With 12-month lease, we
pay deposit.
One-bedroom, $1,050,
ground floor, with small yard.
One-bedroom, $1,100, first
floor, with large yard.
One-bedroom, $895, sec-
ond floor, with balcony.

Pennsylvania Apartments
3600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Fremont (510) 792-2328
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Educating Minds and Hearts to Change the World

— LETTER

Student says police abusive at protest

EDITOR:

Having never beento apolitical
protest before, | was excited to at-
tend the events surrounding the
Colin Powell appearance at De
Anza College Nov. 11. My inten-
tionsweremorefor knowledgeand
experience than to support any po-
litical agenda. In other words, |
went as an observer, to find out
why people are moved to protest
and how informed they are about
what they are protesting.

Asl arrived, the protest was un-
der way, filled with chanting and
arm-locking, andfully stockedwith
policeinriot gear. | begantotak to
random people and within a few
minutes had identified three well-
represented groups: pacifists, Mus-
limsand anarchists, with afew old
hippies thrown in to spice things
up. They all agreed that the current
administration is bad and that the
war must end, but all for very dif-
ferent reasons and purposes. | met

a few people who were well in-
formed about current events, but |
found that many were there for
superficial reasons and were rela-
tively uninformed. Thereweresev-
eral peoplewhothought themselves
justifiedinthrowingrocksandeggs
at police, or harassing elderly folks
trying to attend the speech. | won-
dered whose side they were on.
Thenwehadthepolice. Presum-
ably called upon to maintain peace
and order, | found them arrogant
and disrespectful to the people
whom they are paid to serve. They
woreanattitudeof authoritarianism
and superiority reminiscent of a
Roman legion, while also mimick-
ingtheir tactics. At times, they bru-
talized people with clubs and pep-
per spray and then justified their
actionsby their motto, “We'reonly
followingorders.” Thismight sound
familiar to your grandparents; it
wasthesamedefensethat theNazis
used at the war crimes trids at
Nuremberg. Someone should tell

GET YOUR LAST MINUTE

HOLIDAY PORTRAITS!

AT A DISCOUNTED PRICE

Session includes:

the“boysinblue” that everyoneis
responsible for their own actions,
regardless of orders.

| was not a protestor. | did not
identify with their cause or their
methods of protest. Nor do | be-
lieve that this government is lead-
ing this country in the right direc-
tion, meaning the preservation of
freedom. We have been and will
continue to suffer intrusions upon
our liberties, as were suffered by
many innocent people at this pro-
test, until wethe peoplerealizethat
“We the People...” means us. De-
spitemy neutrality, | wasassaulted
by police and struck in the back
more than several times by their
clubs, as they advanced upon the
crowdwithout warning. | witnessed
the police severely beat and mace
one individual who appeared to
have done nothing wrong except to
be slow to get out of the way.

— KEN STEADMAN 111
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