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— OPINION

Holiday stress - isit about Christmas anymore?

By JEROME ENGELBERTS
Opinions editor

Andthereweare, rollingtoward
theholidaysagain. No matter what
denomination (if any at all) youfall
under, this time of year is a re-
nowned source of stress - usually
long before the actual holidays are
really uponus. First, for most of us,
we'rein the middle of finals. And
sincealot of usare procrastinators
there’ sthat frantic rush to makeour

brain suddenly absorb all that stuff
wedecided nottoread uponearlier
this semester (admit it).

I’m as bad as the next person,
when it comestothat. Next, we get
tositinanticipationwhileour grades
are being decided - which, in light
of the procrastination - may turn
out to be pretty stressful, too. Reg-
istering for classes next semes-
ter, and making sure that they
don’t collide on your calendar, is
also something that should be

dealt with before they all fill up.

NOW we get immersed in the
actual holiday stuff, whichinvolves
(onceagain, still not really apart of
the holidays) being forced by cul-
ture into places with very distant
parking, pushy mobsof peoplewho
al want the same deal, and (worst
by far) being exposed ad nauseam
to the rap version of “The Little
Drummer Boy;” Frank Sinatra's
clone singing “Rudolph the Red-
nosed Reindeer,” and many other

old chestnuts that have been elec-
tronically atered to sound “hip.”
Andthisisthebackdropwithwhich
Y OU haveto pick out suitablegifts
for peoplewhomyou know will get
on your nerves long before Santa
slides down any chimneys. Inthe
land of consumerism, the actual
Christmas thought has been buried
under brochures, credit card state-
ments (soon to arrivein your mail-
box), and the obligation to spend
money. Not to sound smarmy, but

“peace on earth” and “good will to
al mankind” seemto be pretty low
onthelist these days. The holidays
seem to have taken on so many
material obligations that the most
long-lasting beneficiaries may be
thepharmaceutical companieswho
wind up dispensing the necessary
tranquilizers. Thisyear, maybewe
shouldjust sit back, enjoy thecom-
pany of those we like or love, and
forget about the big spending and
bigger stressfor just thisonetime.

Arestudentswilling to put up afight for thear

By ALTANETTE FORD
Correspondent

Most students in college do not
pay attention to politics, unless
they’re mgjoring in business, po-
litical science, or journalism. Back
a few years ago, when the stakes
weren't so high, it wouldn’t have
made too much of a difference.
However, now is not the time to
ignore government decisions re-
garding your educational future.

President Bush hasyour college

budget inhishands. Judging from
the significant cutsto educationin
theproposed budget bill that passed
in the House of Representatives,
things are not looking too bright in
the future for college students, at
least not for those who are middle-
classand poor. A collegeeducation
for them could become a thing of
the past. The bill would reduce
financial aide and raisetheinterest
rates on student loans.

Whatever happened to those
fired up students who would came
out in droves to protest unjust and
unfair decisions that would affect
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millionsof people? Inthepast, the
studentswerethe onesto lead or be
in the forefront protesting. They
would organize their different
groups, come out and march, hold-
ing signs, giving speeches, shout-
ing their beliefsuntil it reached the
earsof thosewho needed to hear it.

It was because of college stu-
dentsprotestingthat thewarinViet-
nam ended. It wascollegestudents
who were instrumental in fighting
for civil rights, women's rights,
gay rights, or whatever rights
needed to befought for at that time.
Studentswereat theforefront, fight-

ingfor every causethat cameabout
back in those days. Millions of
people enjoy and participatein the
results of those causes today.
Back then, it was Black power,
Brown power, Asian power, women
power, gay power, and student
power, you name it, everyone was
fighting for some type of power.
Studentsmadeadifferenceand had
more power thanthey think. After
all, students are the ones with the
fresh minds -new ideas. They're
our future. What goes on in the
world of politics is going to af-
fect their future, and that is why

education?

they shouldn’t sit back insilence.
There are just as many causes
worth fighting for today as there
wereinthe 60'sand 70's. College
teachesyou to become anindepen-
dent thinker. Why let al that
brainpower go to waste, when you
can go out and exercise your mind
fighting for aright to have an edu-
cation. Youmight evenearnaplace
in history. What would happen if
today’ s young people got up from
their TV programs, put down their
video games, and went out in the
street to make the world a better
place? Maybewewill find out.
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