
By THOMAS HSU
Correspondent

Walking away from the Health 
Center’s 10th Annual Health Fair on 
April 19 with handfuls of free con-
doms doesn’t have to be your main 
incentive for going this year.

Ohlone Health Center’s slogan of 
“mind, body and spirit” means that 
that this fair will cover much more 
than just physical health.

The sponsors, the Ohlone Col-
lege Health Center and the ASOC, 
seek to spread health awareness 
through a variety of booths which 
will offer information and activi-
ties ranging from HIV testing, to 
screening for anxiety disorders, to 
acupuncture and holistic healing.

The fair will take place at the 
lobby in Building 1 next Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and boast 
representatives from Washington 
Hospital, the American Cancer 
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"Spirit of Polynesia" Tahitian dancer Audrey Throgmorton and students Ivy Brawner and Crystal 
Smith gyrate in the cafeteria Monday, April 10. Photo by Ross Tsvetanov. Story on Page 4.

Delegates selected 
for trip to China

10th Annual Health Fair
set for April 19 in Building 1

Society, American Lung Cancer 
Association, Health through Art, 
Tri-City Health Center Teen Clinic, 
local chiropractors, Ohlone’s Fit-
ness Center, and others.

Washington Hospital is offering 
free cholesterol, blood pressure 
and blood sugar screening, with 
immediate results.

Tri City Health Center is also 
offering free HIV testing.

Tri City’s Andrew Navarro has-
tened to mention that the testing 
is done without any hypodermic 
needles.

It requires only a cotton swab 
to capture samples of the tissues 
in your cheek.

The test is quick, and results 
come after two weeks.

To extend beyond physical 
health, the fair will also have a booth 
run by Ohlone’s Personal Counselor 
Rosemary O’Neill dealing with 
anxiety disorders.

Other booths, like Health for Art 
and the University of East-West 
Center will address alternative ways 
to good health.

“For many students, this is the 
first time they get to find out this 
stuff,” said Health Center Director 
Sally Bratton “Especially if they’ve 
never had health insurance.”

Those students who find abnor-
mal results on any tests may follow 
up at the Student Health Center.

The Health Center is located in 
Building 16.

The center's hours are Monday to 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4 
to 6 p.m. closed Fridays, Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays.

The center can be reached at 
(510) 659-6258 or www.ohlone.
edu/org/healthctr

Though the fair is also free for 
faculty and staff, they must contact 
their own health care providers for 
follow-ups.

By Joyce Leung
Features editor

Representatives for the first 
Ohlone College Student Delegation 
to China have been chosen.

Heta Desai, Ekta Patel, Aisha 
Wahab, Don Vejar, Adam Drew 
Manning, Ashley Marie Dorsey, 
Myles Bowie and Nicole Sanders 
were chosen out of a pool of 20 
applicants.

The student delegates will em-
bark on a 10-day trip at the end 
of May accompanied by Student 
Services Assistant Renee Wong 
Gonzales, Professor Xisheng Fang 
and Dean of Fine & Performing Arts 
Walter Birkedahl.

The group will take part in 
a burgeoning student exchange 

program between Ohlone sister 
colleges in Shanghai, Hangzhou 
and Taizhou.

According to Gonzales, the panel 
was looking for student leader who 
represented different aspects of the 
college.

Bowie, one of the chosen, was 
most excited about experiencing 
the Chinese culture. He hopes to 
develop a better understanding of 
China and the United States and 
how the two can work together to 
benefit both societies.

In between learning about 
China’s rising educational, eco-
nomical, social, cultural and politi-
cal society, students will have the 
opportunity to visit historical and 
cultural sights, including the many 
Buddhist temples.

Power sources for 
cities of the future
By CHRIS MARSHALL
Staff writer

The Math, Science, and Technol-
ogy Division’s most recent brown 
bag seminar, entitled “SuperCities 
and SuperGrids: Teratechnology 
Energy Societies for an Exajoule 
World” focused on the energy 
situation facing the entire planet. 
Esoteric titles aside, self-described 
“IBM pensioner” Dr. Paul M. 
Grant’s presentation was an in-

depth look at the energy problems 
facing the planet and possible solu-
tions to these problems.

“It’s estimated the world’s popu-
lation will reach 10 billion people 
by 2100,” said Grant, “and they all 
want to live like Americans.” Grant 
illustrated this point with the famous 
NASA photo of the Earth at night, 
showing the bright city lights of the 
industrialized nations. Grant then 
showed a graph comparing the

Continued on Page 6

By OMER AHMED
Opinion editor

At Wednesday night’s 
Board of Trustees meeting, 
the election of new Measure 
A Bond Oversight committee 
members was delayed as the 
there were too few candidates. 
The committee monitors how 
Ohlone spends its $150 million 
in bond money. Six previous 
committee members were not 
eligible for reelection, as they 
had served the maximum 2-
year term.

Board president Bob Brun-
ton explained that the commit-
tee needed at least seven new 
members and that more would 
be preferable. Currently, the 
board only has six candidates: 
Ashok Bhatt, Shirley Buschke, 

Bhaskar Chaudhari, Andrea 
Francis, Jack Rogers and Je-
evan Zutchi.

Trustee member Dan Archer 
said, “There are some excellent 
names on that list but I believe 
that it is a good suggestion to 
extend the time.”

Vice President of Business 
Services Deanna Walston 
presented a report comparing 
Ohlone’s Bond project costs 
with projects done by other 
colleges. Walston said, “Our 
experience is unfortunately 
similar to other colleges.” This 
report along with other data 
will be provided to the Bond 
Committee once it is formed.

The Measure A Bond funds 
Ohlone’s current building 
projects and various other 
improvements. 
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“Nothing but Victoria’s Secret.” “Boxers. They’re from Costco.” “Silk Spongebobs.” “Boxer briefs.” “Boxers, man! What did you 
think I was wearing?”
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What type of underwear are you wearing?

The true story of taxes: The cuts make sense 

Boxers, tighty-whities or none of the above?

By Frankie Addiego
Staff writer

One of the hallmarks of the Bush 
Administration, the source of all 
evil, are his tax cuts for the rich. 
Based on what many on the left 
say, George W Bush, out of sheer 
contempt for the poor, and women 
and minorities, lowered the taxes 
only for the wealthy and the work-
ingman got hurt in the process. It’s 
not quite true, but it makes a spooky 
story, which is essential when you’re 
trying to use the President as a 
scapegoat. 

Between the first and second tax 
relief bills that Bush signed, cuts oc-
curred in every bracket. The lowest 
bracket’s tax break went from 15 to 

10  percent.  Similarly, the next three 
highest brackets each received a 
reduction of three percent. The high-
est bracket fell 4.6 percent. While a 
new, lower tax bracket was created; 
it’s only for dependents making that 
amount of money and not heads of 
household.

As you can see, the lowest bracket 
got the biggest reduction in the tax 
rate.  Yet, critics cry bloody murder 
because the aggregate amount of the 
lower-class tax cut is so much lower 
than that of the others. Well, duh! 
They make less, therefore, they pay 
less taxes. That means that a given 
percentage of whatever they earn 
and/or whatever they pay in taxes 
is invariably lower than the same 
percentage of someone who makes 

more. In fact, if one individual 
makes $20,000 and another makes 
$20,000,000, then simple arithmetic 
dictates that if you cut the latter’s 
taxes by one percent, you would 
have to cut the latter’s by one-hun-
dred, which is impossible since their 
tax rate is 10 percent. This is only an 
injustice when you look at people 
in the abstract.

The left reminds people that the 
wealthiest one-percent, people who 
make more than $200,000, got a 
whopping 35 percent of the tax cut. 
This is a meaningless statement. 
First of all, the wealthiest one-per-
cent earn roughly 37 percent of the 
income in the U.S. and therefore pay 
32 percent of the taxes according to 
various sources. These are approxi-

mate numbers but they illustrate that 
the reason a particular section of the 
population got so much more than 
another. Oddly enough, none of this 
seems to make a difference to the 
earning power or disposable dollar 
of someone who doesn’t fall into the 
wealthiest one-percent by any logic, 
but nonetheless, a great injustice has 
been performed upon him!

Of course, the Democrats have 
used statistics regarding the percent 
of all tax dollars that are contributed 
by each bracket. According to an 
article on factcheck.org from Oc-
tober 2004, an ad for John Kerry 
implied that the tax burden for the 
middle class had gone up saying 
that they’re paying “a bigger share 
of America’s tax burden.” While 

By Omer Ahmed
Opinion editor

In our stress-filled, worry-prone 
lives, we sometimes forget the things 
that honestly make a difference in 
our lives– like underwear. Hidden 
underneath protective outer-layers, 
underwear is the heart or maybe 

even the soul of one’s garments. 
The underwear you choose makes a 
statement about who you are.

Women’s underwear have always 
been more than just clothing. It is not 
even underwear, it’s “lingerie.” For 
example, Cclothing from Victoria’s 
Secret  embodies sexuality. Within 
the last 20 years, this symbolism 
has transferred over to men’s un-
dergarments. 

Look at men in the media. The 
hot guy in a movie is not likely to be 
wearing tighty-whities. They are re-
strictive and conservative, not at all 
representative of “cool” or “badass.” 
He is likely to be wearing boxers. 
They are loose and free, like a biker 
on the open road. Exotic garments 
make more outlandish statements. 
Quagmire, the nymphomaniac 
from the cartoon Family Guy, often 

wears a g-string. Men’s underwear 
used to be a neutral item but the 
different forms now make different 
statements.

It’s no surprise that the undergar-
ment has become an icon for both 
sexes.  After all, the Tarzan  loincloth 
might have been the first form of 
clothing ever worn. Men can now 
choose from the traditional briefs, 
boxers, the amalgamous boxer 

brief, the bikini brief or other, more 
unusual options. 

Like with women’s underwear, 
comfort is not always the main issue 
anymore. You might not choose to 
wear brief because they are “old guy 
underwear.” You might not want to 
wear a thong because it’s a little too 
flamboyant. 

Now the clothing that no one sees 
makes a statement to everyone.

this is true, all it means is that the 
amount of taxes coming into the IRS 
are from the middle brackets. Again, 
this statement is meaningless, as it 
has no effect on the aggregate or 
proportionate amount of taxes paid 
by an individual. In the abstract, it 
seems like a problem has arisen.

There was once a time when 
a politician who devoted himself 
to lowering taxes was seen as a 
populist. Yet a huge part of the 
Reagan presidency in the eighties 
was the lowering of taxes. Since 
the Democrats rely as much as they 
do on playing the poor against the 
rich and propagating class warfare, 
they needed to find a way to make 
the working man think that his taxes 
going down was a bad thing.






