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Shortstop Jessica Soderholm looks to turn a double play in the Lady Renegades’ victory over the City Col-
lege of San Francisco, 8-0.  The victory was well suited as the team also celebrated “Teacher Appreciation 
Day.” Photo by Ross Tsvetanov

Lady Renegades win big on ‘Teacher’ day
By Rahul Batra
Staff writer

Girl’s softball is a very fast-paced 
game. Once a team establishes a 
strong momentum, the opposition 
will have a tough time to regain 
composure and put a stop to the 
momentum. Such was the case 
Tuesday afternoon when the Lady 
Renegades defeated the City College 
of San Francisco, 8-0.  

The Renegades opened up the 
top half of the first with a very 
quick one, two, three inning.The 
bottom half is when the momentum 
started. Valerie Briones, started 
off by reaching first base after a 
swinging strikeout and a passed 
ball.  After advancing to second 
on a groundout and stealing third, 
Briones scored the first run when 
starting pitcher Tiffany Chan got a 
walk and purposely got into a pickle 
between first and second.  

In the bottom of the fourth, out-
fielder Ashley Marra came in to score 
on a productive groundout.  However, 
it wasn’t only the offense that was 
dominating, but the defense was as 
well.  Solid pitching by Chan start-
ing putting up those K’s right from 
the beginning.  Her strategic pitching 
style, most of the game, would only 
allow San Francisco to either strikeout 
swinging or ground out somewhere in 
the infield.  Chan only faltered in the 
top of the fifth when she gave up a 
lead-off double and a one-out single.  

But that would not faze her one bit.  
She would tally up six strikeouts for 
the entire game and would only give up 
two hits. Head Coach Donna Runyon 
was also impressed. 

 “Our pitching was great,” Runyon 
said.  “Tiffany stayed ahead in the 
count all game and only threw 59 
pitches.” 

Ohlone continued their scoring 
with continuous hitting by each 
batter.  Solid singles, doubles and a 
few triples allowed the Renegades 
to stretch their lead. Each inning 
saw at least one run. All in all, 
in the end, the Renegades would 
stack up eight runs shutting out San 
Francisco City College.      

This game was very special for 
the Renegades. Not only was it the 
last home game of the season, but 
it was teacher appreciation day.  
Each player, before the start of the 
game, had their respective teachers 
announced over the loud speaker 
to be acknowledged in front of the 
audience.  They were given flowers 
and a hug by each player.   The final 
teacher to be announced, which 
came as a surprise to everyone, 
was Coach Runyon. The players 
all recognized her as a teacher they 
mostly appreciated because of all 
the hard work she put in for the 
team all season.  

“It came as a surprise to me,” 
Runyon said.  “It was awesome. 
It gave me chills. I always love 
Teacher Appreciation Day.”  

Ohlone honors sophomores

Where’s my old-school Bay Area football?

By Nick
Zambrano
Sports editor

Swing
away 

As far back as the 1970’s, football 
was something we in the Bay Area 
could be proud of. 

John Madden was leading the 
Oakland Raiders to victory after 
victory and a Super Bowl ring, 
while the 49ers had just hired a head 
coach out of Stanford named Bill 
Walsh. Since that time, both teams 
have combined for eight Super 
Bowl Championships and 23 Hall 
of Fame inductees. 

But then the 21st century reared 
its ugly head and KABOOM. It all 
came tumbling down.

Since the turn of the century, our 
beloved teams have desperately tried 
to keep their heads above sea level 
while we’re all left wondering, “how 
did it come to this?” Well, I’ll tell you 
and it will only take three words. 

Horrible draft picks.
I know I’ve said it before of Al Da-

vis but the York family is something 
new for me. Since the Bay Area’s last 
trip to the Super Bowl, (the Raiders 
in 2002) the talent pool has steadily 
dried up. San Francisco has lost the 
likes of Jeff Garcia, Terrell Owens, 
Andre Carter and Julian Peterson. 
But wait--through well-scouted 
drafts they have managed to get 
Alex Smith, Frank Gore and Arnaz 

Battle, they should definitely turn 
that frown upside down and return 
to the glory days. 

All is saved! Yeah right. 
Smith has yet to find his groove, 

and probably will not have it until 
he is the consistent starter. Mean-
while, Gore has shown signs of 
greatness but with an offensive line 
that loves to just fall over, he will 
never come close to becoming a 
1,000-yard rusher. 

Obviously the biggest lost for the 
49ers this off-season was outside 
linebacker Julian Peterson. Peterson 
was the only player who actually 
made that defense worth watching 
and now that he’s gone, the worth 
is gone. I believe that the proper 
way of filling that void will be 
acquiring Ohio State phenom A.J. 

Hawk with their first pick of the 
draft. If Hawk should not be there 
by the time San Francisco is on the 
clock, they should keep their fingers 
crossed for lineman D’Brickashaw 
Ferguson, who could actually give 
Smith some time in the pocket.

Now on to the bad boys of 
Oakland, the Raiders. The Raiders 
are notoriously known throughout 
the league for drafting non-skillful 
positions players, like defensive 
backs and linemen. It has to be pretty 
obvious that this year, the need is for 
a quarterback or a linebacker. 

Now I know what you’re say-
ing, “if they need a quarterback 
then why did they sign Aaron 
Brooks?”  

To have a reliable back-up when 
the rookie quarterback they draft 

ever faulters. Everyone wants 
Vince Young, but I don’t. I person-
ally like Jay Cutler. 

Young has the unfortunate mak-
ings of becoming the next Akili 
Smith. Young and Smith were both 
hyped up because of  one great col-
lege performance and even though 
Young has yet to take a snap as a 
pro, his status could be his worst 
enemy. 

However, if they choose not to 
go with a QB, they will definitely 
go with a linebacker, preferably an 
outside linebacker.

So there you have it. Take these 
picks into consideration Mr. Da-
vis and York family and give us 
our proud dynasties back. Hurry 
quickly because you are now on 
the clock.

Golf tourney in 
memory of Lentz

In honor of the memory of Gil Lentz Jr., the Sunol Valley Golf 
Club will be holding the first annual Gil Lentz Memorial Golf 
Tournament on June 2. Lentz was the beloved Ohlone deaf instruc-
tor who passed away last year. 

All proceeds from the tournament will go to the American Deaf 
Golf Education Foundation and the Donald Parodi Fund. 

An entry of fee $100 is required but is tax-refundable. Included 
in the fee are greens fees, a gift bag, a souvenir polo shirt, a con-
tinental breakfest and BBQ lunch buffet.

Included in the festivites will be a prize give-away and a hole-
in-one contest.

In order to participate, registration is due by May, 2. Hurry 
because space is limited to 144 golfers.

 For more information regarding the tournament, contact Kathy 
Schoenberg at (925) 516-4616 or by e-mail at edlton@comcast.

By Naomi Balagot 
Staff writer

In the final home game of the 
season, the Ohlone women’s soft-
ball team posted an 8-3 victory 
over Cabrillo College. Yesterday 
also marked the annual Sophomore 
Appreciation Day as Ohlone sopho-
mores Melissa Cross, Ashley Marra, 
Angelina Piccolotti and Jennifer 
Rapp bid farewell to the Renegade 
softball field. 

Last year, Cross earned many 
nominations including All-Confer-
ence selection, All-Region selec-
tion, and more notably received 
the Easton All-American Award 
as a freshman. As a team captain, 
Cross has been a clutch hitter with 
a batting average of .565 in league 
play, and leads the team with 30 

runs scored, 35 hits, 8 doubles, 5 
triples and 30 RBI’s. 

Marra serves as the Lady Ren-
egades’ other team captain, and 
truly leads by example on the field 
and in the classroom, maintaining 
a 3.8 GPA, and even went one se-
mester with a 4.0 GPA. Not only 
is Marra one of her team’s leaders 
in base stealing, and trailed Cross 
with 24 runs scored, and has an 
overall batting average of .395 in 
league play. 

Piccolotti is one of  the team’s 
power hitters, and is a true team 
leader. She leads her team with 9 
doubles, and a slugging percent-
age of .590. As a transfer from 
Chabot College, Rapp is the only 
lefty for the Lady Renegades, 
while displaying a positive at-
titude and truly demonstrating 

hard work. 
In seven innings pitched, 

Ramos was remarkable on the 
mound with six strike-outs, giv-
ing up only three runs, on eight 
hits. Freshman stand-out Kristina 
DaSilva hit her team-leading 
sixth home run of the year, and 
was 3 for 4 at the plate. Both 
DaSilva and Tiffany Chan had 2 
RBI’s each. 

The Lady Renegades fin-
ished out the game with out-
standing defense and superb 
pitching. To end the game, 
Ramos had the bases loaded 
with two outs, and struck out 
the final batter.

 “Overall, we played a good 
game, and our pitching was 
clearly there,” said Head Coach 
Donna Runyon.


