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By JESSICA LOSEE
Staff writer

Although it is a rare incident, the occasional cen-
sorship of junior college newspapers is nothing to be 
taken lightly.

A recent proposal put forth by San Francisco As-
semblyman Leland Yee and approved by the Assembly 
Committee on Higher Education, aims to prohibit the 
intervention of college administrators who wish to 
restrict student newspapers and other publications.

According to a Contra Costa Times article, Yee’s 
proposal was created in mind of the court ruling last 
year that permitted an Illinois university to stop the 
publication of the student newspaper.

The newspaper had published a number of articles 
in criticism of the school’s officials as well as the 
newspaper’s adviser.

The appeals court of Chicago decided that in the 
case of Hosty vs. Carter, student editors might need to 
submit articles for review prior to publishing.

Although the ruling does not directly affect Cali-
fornia schools, it may possibly put them at risk of 
censorship by officials.

The legislation, AB 2581 is the first of its kind 
designed “to protect the freedom of speech and press 
for college and university newspapers.”

The bill aims to protect not only state universities 
and colleges but also junior colleges from possible 
censorship by school administration.

So far, no opposition to the bill has been filed to 
Yee’s office.

“Having true freedom of the press is essential on 
college campuses and it is a fundamental part of a 
young journalist’s training for real-world reporting,” 
said Yee in a press release from April 18.

“Allowing a school administration to censor is 
contrary to the democratic process and the ability of a 
student newspaper to serve as the watchdog and bring 
sunshine to the actions of school administrators.”

The California Newspaper Publishers Association 

By DANELLE MEYER
Staff writer

With the end of the spring semester looming on a very close ho-
rizon, it’s time to register for Summer and Fall 2006 classes.

Whether you want to finish your programs faster or just want 
something to keep you busy, most summer classes start on June 
19 and end July 27. In half the time of a regular semester, you 
can complete a couple of courses - since there is only six weeks 
of summer instruction. Be sure to find the summer courses you 
want to sign up for early and double check the start dates, since 
some classes start sooner. Fall classes, which are now a 16-week 
program, begin Aug. 28 and end on Dec. 15. All classes are $26 
per unit. Parking during the summer is $2 for daily passes or 
$16 for parking permits, which you can pick up at the bookstore. 
Fall parking permits are $26. Courses fill up fast, so don’t wait. 
You can register for classes online at WebAdvisor; Telereg is 
no longer in use.

Don’t forget the 
new schedules

College journalists’ freedom 
of speech soon to be decided 
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200-piece art show

“Daydreaming” by Anastasia Kaverina is one of many student art works of varying media displayed in 
the Louie Meager Art Gallery located in the Smith Center. Story on Page 12. Photo by Joyce Leung.

Artist’s 
rendition 
of new 
building
This is a drawing of the 
building that will replace the 
current Building 7. Scheduling 
as of now will see the build-
ing encapsulated for asbestos 
removal in January of 2007 
and demolished no earlier 
than spring break. There is as 
of now no date announced 
for the start of construction 
on the future building. All the 
related plans and sketches 
for the novel structure are 
now available in the library 
for public viewing.

Graduation time 
for valedictorian
By IRA LAZO
Staff writer

The year is almost over, just a 
couple of more weeks and the lazy 
boys and girls of summer can come 
out to play. The word “graduation” 
is on the tip of everybody’s tongue, 
especially this year’s honored vale-
dictorian, Ayesha Mogul.

“At first I didn’t want to leave, but 
now I’m pretty confident that I can 
handle Berkeley,” she said proudly. 
“Everybody is so competitive 
there.” But Mogul is no stranger to 
competition; in fact, there have been 
few who could compete against 
her academically. She was shy to 
mention the fact that she was one 
of the class valedictorian for Mis-

sion San Jose High School in 2003, 
or that Ohlone honored her for her 
outstanding work as a general and 
organic chemistry student. Being 
valedictorian was the last thing on 
Ayesha’s mind until, coincidentally, 
her P.E. teacher happened to men-
tion that she was in competition with 
four other people for the title. It was 
not until two weeks ago, April 28 to 
be exact, that she received a phone 
call letting her know that she’d won. 
That was priceless. She won the title 
of valedictorian, because among all 
the contenders she had the most 
units completed - a whopping 77. 
She was also asked by her chemistry 
professor to co-write a textbook 
about the mechanisms for organic 
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is also backing the bill, who aim to 
push the subject before the Supreme 
Court.

“AB 2581 is essential in order 
for student newspapers in California 
to have the free speech protections 
they deserve,” said Legal Counselor 
of the Association, Jim Ewert, in 
Yee’s press release.

The bill was completely ap-
proved May 9 by the Assembly 
judiciary Committee on a bipartisan 
vote of 8-0 and will go before the full 
Assembly as early as next week.

Free 
speech in
dangerchemistry; a textbook for future 

Ohlone College students.
But, for now, her sights are set 

on May 25, the scheduled day for 
graduation, to be held at the gym, 
starting at 7 p.m.

The honored alumnus guest 
speaker is freelance sports pho-
tojournalist Brad Mangin, who 
graduated from Ohlone in 1986. His 
photographs are regularly featured 
in Sports Illustrated, and he has 
worked for the Fremont Argus, San 
Ramon Valley Times, and Contra 
Costa Times.

Mangin has covered the World 
Series for Major League Baseball 

from 2000 to 2005, and his pho-
tograph of Oakland Raiders wide 
receiver Randy Moss has graced 
the front cover of the May 16, 2005 
issue of Sports Illustrated.

As for Ayesha, she’s thankful 
for Ohlone because it has broad-
ened her spectrum of interests and 
helped her make numerous friends, 
but confessed, “I’m ready to move 
on.” In fact, after spending a lot of 
time with deaf students, she has set 
a new goal for herself: to learn ASL. 
And being valedictorian does have 
its perks - her parents will receive 
special VIP, front-row seats to the 
ceremony. For a possible future 
Nobel prize winner, why not?

Guest speaker an 
Ohlone alumnus
Continued from Page 1

By CHRIS MARSHALL
Staff writer

Just in time for the summer ses-
sion of classes, Ohlone’s Computer 
Studies department is being split 
into two separate departments: 
Computer Science and Computers, 
Networks and Emerging Technolo-
gies (CNET).

This move is an attempt to sim-
plify the coordination of all the 
classes currently in the Computer 
Studies department, said Richard 
Grotegut, instructor of Computer 
Studies.

“During the dot com boom in 
the ‘90s, our department grew to be 
one of the largest on campus, just 
slightly smaller than the English 
department,” said Grotegut.

Ohlone’s Computer Studies 
department originated in the late 
‘60s and early ‘70s, when it was 
conceived by the late Larry Weiner. 
Grotegut said calling the depart-
ment “Computer Studies” was quite 
different from what community 
colleges traditionally called their 
computer-related departments. 
“Most schools had Computer Sci-
ence departments, but Computer 
Studies put Ohlone’s department 
under a much broader umbrella.”

“The Computer Studies depart-
ment really started to grow in the 
‘90s; we became one of the big 
guys,” said Grotegut. All of the 
multimedia classes were originally 
part of the Computer Studies de-
partment, until a new Multimedia 
program was spun-off in 1999. 
After, that, Ohlone also grew a 
separate Networking program, said 
Grotegut.

Beginning this summer, the 
Computer Studies department will 
be no more. In its stead will be the 
Computer Science Department, 
consisting of all of the current 
computer programming courses and 
the CNET department, which will 
encompass the rest of the courses, 
as well as offer new courses.

This summer, Ohlone will of-
fer new classes under the CNET 
department.

One of the classes, called “How 
Technology Works,” is designed to 
be a “physics class for non-physics 
majors,” said Grotegut. The other 
new class this summer, “Robot-
ics and Automation,” will teach 
students about how robotics and 
automation will make everyday 
life easier.

“Splitting Computer Studies 
will also help with the hiring of 

teachers,” said Grotegut. “In or-
der to teach Computer Science, a 
person needs at least a Master’s in 
Computer Science, but with CNET, 
the minimum qualifications are dif-
ferent, so teachers could be easier 
to find.”

Grotegut said the split would 
make things less confusing for 
students. “The Computer Studies 
section of the class schedule was 
huge, making it hard for students 
to sort through the classes. This 
[split] should make things a bit 
easier for them.”

“Most of our current students 
already have degrees,” said Gro-
tegut. “Most of them are interested 
in retraining for a new career. We 
have a fledgling transfer program, 
but we also offer vocational and cer-
tification training. The number one 
interest in certification at Ohlone is 
with Redhat Linux.”

Computer Studies Instructor 
George Wong said, “People really 
over-reacted to the dot com burst. 
Recent studies show that in four 
years there will be a shortage of 
workers in computer-related jobs. 
The dot com industry, all of that 
didn’t go away. We have to start 
thinking ahead four years, when the 
shortage is supposed to happen.”

Computer department splits

By THOMAS HSU
Correspondent

Wednesday marked the Ohlone 
College Foundation’s first annual 
Scholarship BBQ and Ice Cream 
Social.

Flocks of students, staff and 
faculty stopped at the Palm Bosque, 
lured by the smells of barbequed 
hot dogs and the wiles of ice cream 
under the shade of palm trees.

The festivities came as a cel-
ebration for the Foundation’s 2006 
scholarship recipients, who were 
welcomed onstage and presented 
with scholarships. That puts the 
amount of scholarships distributed 
by the Foundation this year at over 
$25,000.

Ohlone’s President Dr. Douglas 
Treadway and Vice Presidents 
Deanna Walston and Jim Wright 
personally served ice cream, to 
show their appreciation everyone 
who makes this college happen.

Other “Celebrity Cooks” that 
came to serve the students included 
Dean of Fine Arts, Business and 
Broadcasting Walt Birkedahl, and 
Associate Vice President of Student 
Services Ron Travenick.

Many faculty and staff also took 
the chance to pledge their support 
to the Ohlone College Foundation, 
because, as EOPS Sandy Bennett 

put it, “The more we give, the more 
we can give away.”

“It was a wonderful way for all 
the employees here at Ohlone Col-
lege to show our commitment to 
our students,” said Ohlone College 
Foundation Director Dr. Josephine 
Hawkins.

Community members such as 
Mission Coffee’s Gael Stewart also 
helped coordinate and serve during 
the Ice Cream Social.

In all, about 300 people came to 
spend their lunch hour socializing, 
cheering on scholarship winners, 
and enjoying food together to the 
beat of Ohlone College’s radio sta-
tion, KOHL.

The event concluded with a raffle 
for those Ohlone employees that 
pledged their support. Four lucky 
winners walked away with either 
picnic sets or Oakland A’s tickets, 
gifts generously donated by com-
munity members.

The students who received 
scholarships at the event are (not 
including those who did not make it 
to the ceremony): Mona Aflatooni, 
Meredith Ang, Alena Barlow, Chad 
Mischoff, Alla Bottler, Heta Desai, 
Hartej Dhami, Dericka Hayes, 
Randeep Kaur, Nuwanee Kiri-
hennedige, Jacob Park, Monique 
Skinner, Roun Tamaki, Lijia Weng 
and Xeuxin Zhang.

Scholarships and 
ice cream at social

By OMER AHMED
Opinion editor

Following closely after Ohlone’s 
recent Biotechnology Fair and 
bringing this academic year’s 
Brown Bag seminar series to a 
close was Friday’s Dr. Cheng Li 
speaking on “Biomaterials and Cell 
Interaction.”

 Li is currently vice president of 
research and development at Menlo 
Park based In•Cube, Inc, a medi-
cal device incubator company. He 
focused his presentation on medical 
implants and the materials used 
in making them. Ohlone’s Math 
Science Coordinator Yvette Nic-
colls introduced him saying, “He’s 
devoted his career to biomaterials 
and medical devices.”

Li first gave an explanation of 
what a biomaterial is, describing it 
as “any material made to interact 
with human bodies and not be re-
jected.” This includes well-known 
materials such as silicon for breast 
implants and other less known mate-
rials such as calcium hydroxyapatite 

used for artificial hips.
He then began to describe the 

challenges of working with bioma-
terials. He said, “The ultimate goal 
is for the implant to become part 
of the tissue system.” However, Li 

explained that this goal of creating a 
substance that the body will accept 
is hindered by certain conditions 
having to be met. The surface of a 
biomaterial has to have properties 
that allow the attachment of cells 
and be suitable for growth and 
health. Ironically, the tissue integra-
tion of helpful biomaterials is also 
hindered by the human immune 
system. Finally, when a suitable 
biomaterial is developed, it must 
be sturdy enough to function for 
an extended period of time.

Despite the difficulties in cre-
ation, biomaterials have come a long 
way according to Li. He described 
biomaterials as being developed 
to their third generation. He said 
that the first generation were “inert 
materials” that were not rejected by 
the body but didn’t interact with 
it such as gold fillings for teeth. 
“Engineered materials” were the 
next generation and had been for-
mulated to be compatible with the 
human body. Second generation 
materials included specially made 
titanium for joint replacement. The 

latest generation, “bioengineered 
materials,” are specifically made to 
work with tissues and organs. These 
materials include artificially created 
tissues, like blood vessels harvested 
from lab-grown muscles.

Imparting his knowledge of the 
industry, Li closed his seminar with 
a discussion of the future of bioma-
terials and the job opportunities in 

the industry. He said that biomateri-
als constitute a $77 billion industry 
in the U.S. alone and constantly 
need new talent in form of both 
scientist and managers. 

Ohlone’s Brown Bag Science 
Seminar series is sponsored by the 
Math and Science Division, given 
funding by the ASOC and is open 
to the public.

Brown Bag speaks of biomaterials employment

Dr. Cheng Li speaks on the 
benefits of biomaterial research. 
Photo by Mojghan Mohtashimi.


