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Recruitment on campus: | repeat, do not deploy
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A recent study has shown that
military recruitment is most suc-
cessful in very large schools with
mediocre graduation rates and
tight campus security. Less so in
schoolsthat have amore prestigious
record.

“The military is not recruiting
the bottom of the barrel by any
means. They are targeting the work-
ing class,” said Charles Morose,
sociologist and military expert at
Northwestern University.

Of course, that conveniently
leaves out the part about how the

upper-echelon private schools are
in a position to refuse access to
military recruiters, since they are
not nearly as dependent on federal
funding.

Apparently, many of the students
who enlist do so because of reasons
that have less to do with wanting to

jointhe military as being concerned
about their educational future. “I
don’t know if my parents can even
afford college” is a commonly
heard reason for choosing a career
in soldiering.

No matter where one stands on
how the military reinforces the

ranks (and according to them they
are in great need to do so) - it does
pointtoward the fact that once again
it’s the less wealthy being targeted
to Fght the war that will most likily
beneft the more wealthy, with loss
of federal funding serving as the
stick, and... wait. No carrot?

ASOC: There’s always room for improvement

By GABRIEL VILA
Staff writer

Don’t get me wrong. The people
in the ASOC (Associated Students
of Ohlone College) are some of
the greatest, hardest working
people you could ever meet. Their
dedication and willingness to set
everything aside for the betterment
of their cause has shown through
time and time again this semester,
bringing ussuch excellentopportu-
nities and investments as the China
trip and Project Quad, and events
like Unity Week. Thrust into an
awkward position at the onset of
this season, the executive staff and
senators of the ASOC have done
their absolute best for their school
and we should thank them.

They’re great people, and | feel
honored to have met them, known
them and, at times, butted heads
with them over the course of the
last few months. | have nothing but
the utmost respect for everyone in
that council and | honestly wish |
had the chance to join them as a
senator next year.

Thatsaid, the ASOC isaremoved

organization; ananachronism from
the times of high school, which
should be reformed and rebuilt to
better suit the needs of the general
populace of Ohlone College. The
vast majority of students on cam-
pus don’t know anything about the
ASOC, nor do they particularly
care, and | feel that it is this apathy
that cripples the ASOC more than
anything else.

In my time here at Ohlone before
this current ASOC administration,
the council was nothing more than
an occasional source of breakfast.
I never attended any Unity Week
gatherings; | never went to any
brown bag seminars. Even now,
outside of reporting on the ASOC,
the council has very little effect on
my day-to-day life as an Ohlone
student.

So what does the ASOC actu-
ally do?

From my observations, the
ASOC provides funding to all the
clubs on campus with the go-ahead
of ICC, aswell as provides funding
toanumber of other special projects
and presentations at the behest of
staff. The ASOC also organizes

events for the school. The ASOC
somehow whittled down nearly
$30,000 over the course of this last
semester; funding speakers, clubs,
special projectsand events. Outside
of my work at the Monitor, | never
heard a peep about any of it. And
why is that?

The answer can only be that the
campus just doesn’t care about the
ASOC. Despite the senators dedica-
tion and effort, no one cares. And
why isitthat no one cares? Because
this is Ohlone College.

There’s an old adage around
here; you go to Ohlone to get out
of Ohlone. Thisisacommunity col-
lege in the Fremont hills, not high
school. We don’t have school spirit
here; we only care about getting in
and getting out with a fresh start
on college. We care about saving
money and getting in to the schools
of our choice. We care about our
jobs; we care about our families.
We don’t care about the ASOC
because the ASOC doesn’t address
those concerns.

I didn’t go to Ohlone College to
impress anyone. | went to get my
general education done so that |

could transfer out to the UC school
system. I’ve been part of the sports
program here, and it’s fun to be sure
but that aside, | know that I’m not
going to play sports profession-
ally. I’ve taken this opportunity
at Ohlone to dabble in classes and
learn things that | was interested
in pursuing, not to hang out with a
familiar cadre of friends at school
functions.

The ASOC puts money into
things that only a small fraction of
Ohlone students bother with. The
planned delegation to China will
affect only a few students, Unity
Week had a terrible turnout and
the ASOC has run out of funds to
give to clubs.

Project Quad is a brilliant idea
andanecessary one at that. Outdoor
furniture on campus makes all the
sense in the world and | couldn’t
be happier that the ASOC has gone
ahead with funding it. But apart
fromthis $13,000 investment, what
doesthe ASOC really have to show
for this year as a mark for all the
years to come here at Ohlone?

If 1 had the opportunity to be a
senator, | would push for projects

to help out our student population
as a whole, not simply organizing
eventsand hoping for peopletoturn
up. With ASOC funding, we could
have faster and better computers on
campus, or start funding on solar
panels for buildings. Ideas like
Project Quad, campus improvement
andbeautifcation, it’sideas like that
which will bring student apprecia-
tion to the ASOC. Forcing clubs
to fundraise on campus by cutting
ASOC grants couldn’t hurt either,
creating a much more engaging
atmosphere. It also couldn’t hurt
to get the ASOC name printed and
posted all over campus either; that
kind of bright and bold propaganda
hasbeen proventimeandtimeagain
to work.

In the end, I’m only one voice.
However, the ASOC has seen ft
on its own to change its image on
campus. Earlier this semester, they
created the ASOC Awareness Task
Force, headed up by Erik Sanchez.
Hopefully, this Task Force will be
able to guide the ASOC through
future administrations and better
suitthe needs of the average student
here at Ohlone College.

Can’t pass the test? Don’t bother trying again

By ANNA NEMCHUK
News editor

Would you want the doctor slic-
ing your chestopento have “passed”
his classes? Or would you want
a “summa cum laude” certifcate
hanging on her or his wall?

What’s the point of education,
anyway? Doesn’t all that book-
larnin’tend to go tokids”heads - dub
them proud, raise their goals, make
them want more from life than just
getting along in it?

Well, yes. That, inconsequential
as it may be, is the objective. A

hundred years ago, even 50 years,
hell, in many parts of the world
still, education was a privilege, not
aright. The rich and lucky went to
school; the poor schmucks who
raked the felds and drudged in the
factoriesonly dreamed of it. In2006
in California, it seems the struggle
to push students through school is
met with resistance at every point:
from the kids themselves to their
lackadaisical parents to clueless
legislators, exhausted teachers and
indifferent administrators.

The latest insult is Valenzu-
ela vs. California, fled Feb. 8 by

lawyers on behalf of seniors who
had failed the high school exit
exam but were asking to graduate
anyway. Their main argument was
that the substandard schools they
attended, their fnancial diffcul-
ties and, for many, international
origins, made the exam unwieldy,
unfair and ultimately impassable.
Oakland Judge Robert Freeman has
delayed his decision until Friday
because of a technicality brought
up by the state’s lawyers, but has
already stated his sympathy withthe
beleaguered seniors’ plight.

You know, | think I’ll move to

France next year and demand | be
acceded a PhD in nuclear engineer-
ing and French existential literature
-iftherequestisnotgranted, I’ll sue
the French government for discrimi-
nation; afterall, notknowing French
or, for that matter, anything about
nuclearengineering, isacompletely
bigoted reason for my inadequacy
in the appropriate exams.

“There is a cultural bias on the
exam,” said James Shelby with the
Sacramento Urban League in an
interview for CBS Broadcasting.

No. Shit. Sherlock.

We live in America, a country’s

whose primary language is English,
NOT Chinese, Urdu, French, or, in
the words of our great president,
Mexican. It would seem painfully
apparent thattoreceive acertifcate
stating the bearer posseses a mini-
mal knowledge of that dialect one
would have to, in fact, have it.

The test does not specifcally
discriminate against other cultures;
it discriminates against anyone not
harboring the education it tests for.
That is what a test does!

So the next time you fail a test,
remember, kids, just sue the teacher
for racial discrimination!

— LETTERS

State Senate elections: Why you should care

Editor's Note: Usually the
Monitor wouldn’t carry a piece
fromanyone related toany politi-
cal candidate’s campaign. How-
ever, the following letter, written
by community college students
who are a part of John Dutra’s
campaign and submitted by an
Ohlone student, does notendorse
any politician and expresses an
opinion that’s valid and relevant
to Ohlone students. Thus, we are
printing the letter but feel the
need to remind readers of the
piece’s original source and that
the Monitor in no way supports
any specific candidate.

Election Day is coming up on
June 6 and one of California’s most
competitive legislative races is tak-
ing place hereinthe Bay Area. The
10th State Senate District stretches

from San Leandro to San Jose and
out to Pleasanton, and includes
Fremont and Hayward, the fourth
and ffth largest cities in the Bay
Area respectively. The open seat
for this area is contested by three
qualifed candidates, all of whom
have legislative experience in the
State Assembly: Ellen Corbett, John
Dutra, and Johan Klehs. Inthe State
Senate, where decisions are made
regarding the budget, funding for
public schools and tuition at com-
munity colleges, the successful
candidate in this race will have a
signifcant impact on the future of
the state.

Sometimes as college students
we forget, or don’t even know, how
these elections affect the future of
California, butthe factis that choos-
ing who represents us in the State
Senate will impact our generation

in many ways. The growing budget
defcit, for example, which now
exceeds $50 billion, will prove to
be aburden for young, college-age
students. Addressing this issue
is diffcult for many politicians;
most cannot provide coherent
solutions and usually avoid the
issue. Unfortunately, avoiding this
problem contributes to a growing
defcit and continuing budget cuts
that will cause further harm to our
generation. One striking example
of this is what has happened over
the past few years at the state’s
higher education institutions.
Defcit spending by the State
Legislature has led to signifcant
fee hikes at community colleges
and in the CSU and UC systems.
Since 2002, community college
tuition has increased 136 percent
with the cost of a single unit ris-

ing from $11 to $26. The UC and
CSU systems have also struggled
with a 14 percent fee increase in
the past three years, a result of
cuts to higher education programs
by the Legislature and Governor.
In addition to slashing programs
and growing class sizes, the tuition
increases have left recent college
graduates with signifcant burdens:
the average student graduating from
a four-year university now leaves
with nearly $20,000 in debt.

It is our generation that will
struggletoresolve thisdebt, boththe
state’s $50 billion and our own per-
sonal debt accumulated to achieve
a higher education. Often we think
that state legislative races do not af-
fect us because they do not always
involve student fees or textbook
prices, but it must be remembered
that management of the state’s f-

nances will affect the state’s future
fnancial health. We should look at
the options we have for this State
Senate race and take advantage of
the power we have as voters. We
must vote for the candidate that can
best address - and solve - the state’s
pressing challenges. Wemust fnd a
candidate with the knowledge and
experience to balance a budget.
We must vote on Tuesday, June
6, 2006. We must care, our future
depends on it.

More information on the differ-
ent campaigns for District 10’s seat
in the State Senate can be found on
the various candidates' websites, or
on www.Smart\oter.org, an excel-
lentresource for all local, state, and
federal elections.

- Ohlone Student Melissa
Esquipulas






