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Ohlone students stand with a giant stuffed koala at 
Taronga Zoo. Standing at the top from left are: Marissa 
Cowen, Adam Hix, Courtney Buchanan, Jeff Ackeret, 
Melissa Billington, Jason Chen, Ian Long, Paul Zenaty 
and Alex Alvarez. Sitting at the bottom, from left: 
Tricia Dennis, Corie Howell and Juliette Villafuente.
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By Eric Dorman
Staff writer

When Corie Howell turned 22 
here at Ohlone, she never dreamed 
she’d be spending her next birthday 
7,500 miles away.

But that’s where she is now, along 
with 11 other Ohlone students, 
participating in the college’s first 
semester abroad trip to Sydney, 
Australia.

And Howell is loving it. “I’m 
having a great time and enjoying 
every minute of my temporary 
new life,” she wrote in her online 
LiveJournal, “and for the most part, 
I couldn’t ask for more.”

Though Ohlone has been offer-
ing semester abroad programs to 
England since about 1990, this is 

the first semester the college has 
ever taken a group of students to 
Australia.

According to the students in-
volved in the program, the choice 
of destination has been a resounding 
success.

“I have done little traveling in 
my life, but thus far, the time I have 
spent in Australia makes me want to 
explore the world all over,” wrote 
Jason Chan.

“This trip has been the best deci-
sion I could have ever made in my 
life,” wrote Tricia Dennis. “It has 
given me perspective on my own 
life and my culture.”

“It has been a great experience 
and I am learning so much,” wrote 
Jeff Ackeret.

English Professor Cynthia Ka-

tona, who accompanied the students 
to Sydney, was just as enthusiastic 
about the location.

“[The Aussies are] incredibly 
open, friendly, smart and kind.  Ev-
ery time we have needed anything, 
someone has been right there to 
help!” Katona said.

The group of Ohlone students 
arrived in Sydney on Sept. 8. They 
were each boarded with Homestay 
families, along with other inter-
national students. Each homestay 
house had its own attributes. For 
example, two of the students were 
boarded together in a guesthouse 
that had its own billiard table and 
Dennis was boarded with an Indo-
nesian, two Germans and a deaf 
student.

Continued on Page 4

By Michael Aburas
Staff writer

As part of Deaf Awareness week, 
on Thursday Oct. 28 at the Jackson 
Theater, chair/assistant professor of 
American Sign Language (ASL) 
and Deaf Studies at Gallaudet Uni-
versity, Dr. M.J. Bienvenu, gave a 
presentation titled “Deaf Space”. 

Gallaudet, establish in 1864, was 
the first deaf university. The purpose 
of the presentation was to create 
awareness about how the deaf com-
munity experiences space and what 
their needs are. Bienvenu’s lecture 
also covered how the physical 
world affects the deaf community 
differently than it affects the au-
dible community. Deaf space is a 

new concept that has never had a 
comprehensive scientific approach 
applied to it before.

“Space defines us and we have 
to define our own space,” said 
Bienvenu to start her presenta-
tion. She explained how different 
cultures interpret and experience 
space, as each culture has its own 
definition of space. Comparing the 

Gallaudet professor explains ‘Deaf Space’ 
Japanese and American cultures 
to illustrate her point, Bienvenu 
told the audience about a trip she 
took to Japan and how the people 
in public treated personal space in 
each country. Bienvenu said that 
in the United States, people will 
excuse themselves if they walk 
between two people conversing 
due to a respect for individuals’ 

personal space. She described Japan 
as a very tightly paced nation with 
little regard for personal space. At 
the subway terminal for example, 
people would nudge and push each 
other until the last person that could 
fit was aboard. She explained that 
the local perception of personal 
space was preferable for ASL users, 

Continued on Page 3

By MANIKA CASTERLINE
Staff writer

Candice Kirk  is the new presi-
dent of Associated Students of 
Ohlone College, as a result of votes 
counted Wednesday night. 

Kirk won the presidency with a 
total of 188 votes while opponent 
Aisha Wahab had 107 votes and 
Terry Thomas had 68. 

 Tatyana Hamady had no chal-
lenger for the vice presidential seat, 
so she prevailed by 221 yes votes 
against a measly 29 no votes. 

Representative at large candidate 
Carlos Vejar attained 293 yes votes 
and 43 no votes. Sahar Yousef, 
candidate for student representative 
for the Board of Trustees, beat Yao 
Li Yuan. She got 178 votes and he 
got 175.

However, Kirk’s campaign may 

have been in violation of the ASOC 
constitution. Elections Commis-
sioner Alexa Corrales said, “It was 
a violation of the rules because 
the Constitution states that she is 
allowed to campaign in Building 
1 except in the actual days of the 
election...She had one flyer in the 
library...We had that flyer removed 
and we gave her a written notice... 
We don’t feel that one flyer, that 
minor violation swayed the vote 
by a big number.”  

The positions of secretary, trea-
surer and legislative representative 
will be appointed by the Executive 
Board and voted on by the ASOC 
council. No one ran for these of-
fices.

The first ASOC meeting of the 
academic year will be held Oct. 10 
from 4 to 6 p.m. It will take place 
in Room 5301.

Student Affairs Volunteer Renee Gonzalez, left,  helps set up an Associated Students 
of Ohlone election desk in front of Building 5. Helping the process along are Myles 
Bowrd, Justin Hamaday and Alex Hilke. The election was held on Oct. 3 and 4.

Photo by Janelle Feliciano 
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“That would be kind of messed 
up...your phone, that’s personal.”

“I wouldn’t like that at all. That 
would be an invasion of privacy.”

“Scared, I guess. I’d watch 
what I’d say.”

“I’m pretty sure they already 
have. Personally, I don’t like it.”

“I'd sue! I’d feel violated.”

How would you feel if your phones were tapped?

By Emily Burkett
Staff writer

 
On Sept. 28, the House passed 

a bill providing a legal channel 
for President George W. Bush’s 
wiretaps. The National Security 
Association (NSA) wiretaps have 
been paraded through the media 
for months and are likely the most 
notorious, domestic action Bush 
has taken. Surprisingly, the House 
bill is rather redundant, as a legal 
channel existed previously; our 
esteemed President simply chose 
to ignore it. 

In reality, the issue surrounding 
wiretaps isn’t so much the act of 
wiretapping; it’s the philosophy 
behind it. The idea that the executive 
power reigns supreme is a dogma 
consistently battled in and out of 
courtrooms and legislative office. 
For better or for worse (probably 
worse), our current President is ar-

guably the greatest proponent of this 
proposed executive sovereignty. 
Bush has used his administration 
as the ultimate platform for the 
expansion of executive powers. 
From wiretaps to signing state-
ments, this President has left no 
power ungrasped.

The wiretapping incident, first 
discovered in December 2005, is 
considered a violation of the Fourth 
Amendment, the separation of pow-
ers, a breach of judicial authority, as 
well as an abuse of executive pow-
ers. The wiretapping, as authorized 
by Bush, allowed for the NSA to 
listen in on phone calls without the 
consultation of the United States 
Foreign Intelligence Court (FISA) 
and therefore without warrants. 
Unfortunately for Bush, this very 
act of eavesdropping has been 
labeled “unreasonable search and 
seizure” and barred by the Fourth 
Amendment since Katz v. United 

States (1967). This problem of un-
constitutionality could have easily 
been remedied by a court warrant, 
an out overlooked by Bush.

There was no real reason for 
Bush to avoid consulting FISA and 
procuring the necessary warrants 
to legalize his wiretaps. According 
to Judge Royce Lamberth, former 
presiding judge of the FISA Court, 
FISA served as a “giant rubber 
stamp” for warrants, serving the 
intelligence community 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.

“I would get calls at three in 
the morning to sign a warrant,” 
Lamberth said. Compounding the 
convenience of obeying the law, 
FISA regulations also allow for a 
72-hour window where surveillance 
can occur without a warrant, giving 
Bush’s administration ample time to 
procure the necessary paperwork.

But to hell with higher law. It’s 
not as if our nation was founded 

on that ideal.
Bush has cited the Authorization 

for Use of Military Force Resolu-
tion (AUMF) and powers attributed 
to his office in the Second Article 
of the Constitution as evidence of 
his right to authorize the illegal 
wiretaps. In theory, he would be 
correct. However, the case of Hamdi 
v. Rumsfeld (2004), the Supreme 
Court explicitly stated, “A state 
of war is not a blank check for the 
President when it comes to the 
rights of the Nation’s citizens.” The 
ruling further undermined Bush’s 
justification for the warrantless 
wiretaps.

Ironically, Bush is the only 
American president in history to 
openly admit to an impeachable 
offense: illegal wiretaps. Even 
more ironic, Bush’s validation 
wouldn’t be necessary if he had 
simply adhered to established 
FISA procedure. Experts such as 

Lamberth have admitted that it 
would have been absurdly easy for 
Bush to procure warrants for the 
NSA wiretaps, and thus avoid this 
particular controversy.

However, overstepping his 
bounds in the judicial arena isn’t 
Bush’s only transgression. Two 
words. Signing. Statements. A 
signing statement is exactly what 
it sounds like: a miniature essay at-
tached to whatever bill the President 
signed. In the past, presidents have 
used signing statements to indicate 
misgivings or support they may feel 
for a particular piece of legislation, 
but rarely would they ever move to 
challenge it. Bush, however, seems 
to be an exception. To date, Bush 
has issued 130 signing statements. 
To give some perspective, all of 
the administrations up until Reagan 
have issued a total of 75 signing 
statements. The most controversial 

Bush oversteps constitutional guidelines

By Chen Lin
Online editor

Write clearly. This is one un-
changing rule of all good prose. As 
a student, it should be your focus in 
all your writing, and it requires two 
things: clarity and brevity.

Non-fiction writing succeeds 
only when it is clear. The average 
student is not a bestselling author; 
he will likely fail trying to adorn his 
prose with colorful adjectives and 
complex sentence constructions. So 
he must write concisely - avoiding 
figurative language and using only 
the active voice.

Simple writing is no less impres-

sive or easy to do than fancy prose. 
Discipline in writing – knowing 
when to remove awkward or redun-
dant phrases, however great they 
may sound alone – is a skill requir-
ing not only practice, but strength 
of will. Some writers (Ayn Rand 
comes to mind) have completed 
entire novels without ever showing 
improvement.

This opinion, for example, could 
just as easily be twice as long, but to 
prove a point, it’s been kept to about 
the length of an average SAT essay 
- about 400 words. In only that much 
space, its point is made clear and its 
argument well supported. What’s 
more, it’s clear and requires no 
conjecture on the reader’s part.

That's not to say  all good writing 

has to share these characteristics. 
However, there's no better foun-
dation for the beginning writer. 
Whereas Shakespeare wrote more 
to please his audience than to 
convey information, the average 
student needs only demonstrate 
his grasp of the topic at hand - and 
there's no better way to do that than 
to be clear.

Continued on Page 8

Good student writing should be brief, concise and clear



News
  October 5, 2006  MONITOR  3  

LAPSI: Students help each other learn 
By Eric Dorman
Staff writer

Ohlone has a brand-new pro-
gram to help students get ahead in 
their classes, and keep them there, 
all without tutors or technology. 
Moreover, it is gaining popularity 
quickly, from just seven students at 
the beginning of the semester to 51 
students last week.

“[This program] is about teach-
ing students how to learn,” said 
Math Professor Ilene Katz, “and it 
has proven to be very successful.”

The program, called Learning 
Assistance Program/Supplemental 
Instruction (LAPSI), helps students 
teach themselves rather than be 
taught. Instead of conventional 
one-on-one tutoring, LAPSI partici-
pating students of one class form a 
group where they help each other 
and receive extra instruction that 

runs parallel to the class.
This is the first semester a pro-

gram of this kind has been tried 
at Ohlone. It was put into action 
here by a group of four faculty 
members: Katz, English Professor 
Shirin Maskatia, Student Technol-
ogy and Tutoring Instructional 
Assistant Wendy Lin and Learning 
Disabilities Specialist Paula Shoe-
necker. Katz and Maskatia both 
teach classes with LAPSI sessions 
running along with them.

Katz stressed the difference 
between LAPSI and one-on-one 
tutoring. In LAPSI, she said, in-
terested students in one of nine 
participating classes form a group 
beneath a student instructor, or 
LAPSI leader, who has already 
taken the course successfully. The 
leader, who attends the same class 
he or she is instructing, will discuss 
the most important (or most difficult 

to understand) concept in that day’s 
lecture in an effort to help students 
understand the idea better. The 
leader will encourage students to 
interact during sessions and will 
prompt discussions on the topic.

Another big difference between 
conventional tutoring and LAPSI, 
Katz noted, is that unlike tutoring 
LAPSI is not necessarily geared 
toward failing students. It can just as 
easily help an “A” student maintain 
their average as help a “C” or “D” 
student raise their grade.

There are currently nine classes 
that have LAPSI sessions along 
with them, everything from Math 
and English to Science and Spanish. 
The classes chosen to have LAPSI 
accompaniment were simply the 
courses that students viewed as most 
challenging, said Katz.

“There are particular courses in 
every major which students think of 

as ‘hard,’” said Katz. “LAPSI is in-
tended to address those courses.”

The sizes of the LAPSI groups 
vary anywhere from as few as two 
students to as many as fifteen, often 
depending on the relative proximity 
to an exam. Prior to a test, LAPSI 
session times are sometimes ex-
tended to give students extra time 
to study specific concepts that they 
need help with.

While LAPSI is new to Ohlone, 
it is quite popular in colleges around 
the country, where it is commonly 
known as “SI”. Dr. Deanna Martin 
developed the concept in the 1970s 
at the University of Missouri at 
Kansas City. Since that time, the 
program has expanded to hundreds 
of colleges and universities nation-
wide and is even starting to be ac-
cepted on an international scale.

Although it’s too early to tell 
if the LAPSI program at Ohlone 

is helping students improve their 
grades, said Lin, it is clear from the 
data of other colleges that LAPSI 
considerably raised the grades of 
students who attended it, anywhere 
from a half to a full grade higher. 
Research data also showed that stu-
dents who attended LAPSI sessions 
had higher graduation rates.

Though the program is com-
pletely voluntary, Lin said that it 
has a high retention rate.           

“When people come [to LAPSI], 
they keep coming back,” she said. 
“It’s a very helpful program.”

Hussain Ali, who attends the 
Algebra 1 LAPSI session weekly, 
agreed. He believes that LAPSI and 
the college’s more conventional tu-
toring programs complement each 
other well. “Both are helpful,” said 
Ali, who said he liked the one-on-
one tutoring to help him with Eng-
lish, his third language and that he 
liked LAPSI for math. “They both 
help me achieve my goals.”

The formation of LAPSI is part 
of a larger push to revamp Ohlone’s 
tutoring program, which has been 
encouraged by College President 
Doug Treadway, said Katz. 

Last spring, for the first time, 
the college began offering courses 
specifically to train tutors. Students 
who completed the course success-
fully could become certified, and 
would be eligible for pay raises.

Does Katz think the program 
will expand? “Oh, definitely,” said 
Katz. “Remember, this is just the 
pilot year. We would love to see 
LAPSI expand.”

‘Deaf Space’ presents other view of life 
as personal space is necessary to 
be able to communicate with sign 
language.

Bienvenu also presented a brief 
history of deaf culture related to 
light. “Deaf people are naturally at-
tracted to the light,” said Bienvenu. 
Shadow may become intrusive 
for the deaf. Before the invention 
of electricity, deaf people would 
always gravitate toward windows 
because light creates a sense of 
flexibility for the deaf. In addition, 
deaf people prefer open doors for 
visual access. In the audible world, 
people can knock or speak through 
a door. Conversely, audible people 
would consider a window to be a 
barrier and gesture for someone on 
the other side to move to a door to 
speak. Deaf people, on the other 
hand, can communicate comfort-
ably through windows.

Moreover, windows were a 
concern during the designing of the 
James Lee Sorenson Language and 
Communication Center (SLCC) for 
Gallaudet University. The SLCC 
committee was created to advise 
the architects hired to design the 
building. The committee was com-
posed of Bienvenu, Thomas Allen, 
Catherine Sweet-Windham, Jane 
Fernandes, Paul Kelly and Hansel 
Bauman. Until recently, buildings 
had always been designed for the 
audible world. There is a need for 
deaf architects, said Bienvenu. 
The committee knew what they 
didn’t want, but were uncertain of 
what they wanted, she explained. 
The SLCC created the concept 
of a visual-centric design for the 

building.
The visual-centric concept was a 

set of aesthetic principles that would 
provide a comfortable environ-
ment for the deaf while inside the 
SLCC. Visual permeability was the 
goal, said Bienvenu. Additionally, 
windows are critical to the culture 
and views to different areas of the 
building were needed. Because of 
a lack of buildings designed by the 
deaf, the entire physical environ-
ment was important to the com-

mittee. They wanted the campus 
to foster social interaction and not 
remind the students that they are 
deaf. Every detail was important, 
even the cement, which can become 
intrusive to ASL users when it is 
reflective enough to create glare. 
Bienvenu discovered that there 
were 11 different shades of cement 
before choosing which one to use 
for the construction. Moreover, the 
SLCC will be coated with zinc for 
reduced glare.

Funding was another obstacle 
during the construction of the 
SLCC. The glass elevator was of 
paramount significance to the build-
ing and was the first thing the archi-
tects wanted to cut when the budget 
became an issue. The committee 
believed that the building needed 
the glass elevator to create a deaf 
friendly visual-centric environment 
and decided to argue their point with 
the audible architects, through their 
interpreter, to keep it in the design.  

Gallaudet ASL and Deaf Studies Professor MJ Bienvenu explains the finer points of 
deaf space and visual-centric design with her projected presentation.

Photo by Michael Aburas

Bienvenu convinced the archi-
tects of the necessity and not to 
forgo the glass elevator when she 
told them about a deaf woman in 
Maryland and her experience with 
a glass elevator. 

The woman in Maryland was 
stuck in a glass elevator for hours 
when it broke down. What would 
normally be a very stressful situa-
tion for an audible person was fairly 
comfortable for her because she 
was able to communicate with 
the outside world with no real 
problem. Regular elevators do not 
provide the flexibility and freedom 
that a glass elevator can for deaf 
people.

Psychology major Isidore Ni-
yongabo said, “It was excellent [the 
presentation] to me. I wish that the 
architecture world would respond to 
the needs of deaf people, especially 
on visibility.” 

Deaf Ohlone student Jag Meet 
Singh Hans stated, “I learned that 
hearing space is very different 
from deaf space.” 

Dee Glaim, who is currently 
enrolled in the ASL interpreter pro-
gram, thought it was great knowing 
what’s happening across the country 
with the deaf community. “MJ is a 
prominent figure within the deaf 
community,” said Glaim.

Because of the committee’s ef-
forts, the Sorenson Language and 
Communication Center will have 
its glass elevator and visual-centric 
feel when constriction is completed 
in 2008. 

After the presentation Bienvenu 
said, “I would hope my presentation 
is a model for future projects.” 

Continued from Page 1
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Culture 
Pirate
By OMER 
AHMED      
News editor

Coincidence 
or providence

Ohlone students travel Down Under

Coincidences are wonder-
ful things. Even when negative 
consequences result, there is 
a tendency to wonder at how 
seemingly unrelated happenings 
can coincide at the right time to 
become more than what they were 
by themselves.  

Carl Jung wondered at the 
same phenomena and stated in 
his “accusal connecting prin-
ciple” that coincidences are not 
actually random but signs that 
there is something more than 
the unguided material world we 
perceive. Basically, there are no 
coincidences.  

I wonder what the good doctor 
would make of this October.  

Coincidently, this year the 
Jewish day of repentance, Yom 
Kippur, has coincided with the Is-
lamic month of fasting, Ramadan, 
during October. Both are consid-
ered the most holy times of the 
year in their respective religions 
and, due to the difference between 
the Islamic and Hebrew lunar 
calendars, the two only coincide 
every few decades.  

Additionally, this October sees 
the Hindu festival of Diwali, the 
Jains’ New Year, Pavarana for 
the Buddhist, the pagans’ an-
cient Samhain, the Sikhs’ Bandi 
Chhor Divas and, my favorite, 
Discordianism’s Maladay. This is 
not even taking into account all of 
the Roman Catholic saints’ feast 
days.  

My oldest memory of any holy 
days coinciding is in December 
with a meeting of Ramadan and 
Christmas. I can’t remember what 
year it was but I was quite young, 
still in elementary school. There 
was an assignment where each 
student had to make a poster for 
their favored holiday of the winter 
season. Most people chose Christ-
mas, the few Jewish kids went for 
Hanukkah and one child chose 
Kwanzaa just to be different.  

Back then I still vaguely fol-
lowed my father’s Islamic faith, 
so I asked the teacher if my poster 
could be about Eid, the Muslim 
holy day that follows Ramadan. 
She asked me what Eid was and I 
replied innocently that it was just 
a holiday like all the others.  

Truth be told, I really didn’t 
understand that there was a differ-
ence between holy days. All were 
times when people got together 
and were happy. Sometimes there 
was food and sometimes there 
were gifts but, regardless of the 
little differences, all were basi-
cally the same. Now that I am 
older, I see more differences but I 
still think it is all the same.  

When we focus on religious 
differences, we get happenings 
like the 73’ Arab-Israeli War 
which, coincidently, occurred 
on an October which held both 
Ramadan and Yom Kippur. How-
ever, when we discover that all 
are the same, all that is left to do 
is celebrate together… or, in the 
case of this month, fast together.   

Continued from Page 1
The students take the same class-

es in Sydney that they would here, 
and can choose whatever classes 
they want from a limited selection. 
The selection includes English 101B 
Introduction to Literature, English 
119 Gothic Novel, Art 103B Sur-
vey of World Art History, Art 203 
Travel Photography, and Cultural 
Anthropology 102. Katona teaches 
both English courses while the Art 
103 and Anthropology courses are 
taught by native Australian profes-
sors.

The classes, said Chan, were 
comparable to other college courses 
he had taken, but that the environ-
ment was very different.

“Breaking out of a routine to 
participate in the unfamiliar has 
made school feel different. Instead 
of the normal commute and drudg-
ery of the work and school week, 
Sydney has offered wonderful 
public transportation and endless 
venues of entertainment and events 
to partake.”

Dennis had more to add on 
the subject of education. “We get 
some puzzled looks when we tell 
people we are from California and 
we are here to study English,” she 
said. “The typical dry humored 
British response is ‘Oh, you mean 
you would like to improve your 
accent?’ They think it’s funny, and 
the response is becoming typical 
and just accepted.”

However, the main attraction in 
Sydney is not the education, but 
the city and its attractions. Katona 
explained that so far they have gone 
on outings to the Blue Mountains 
and the Janelon Caves, as well as 
more impromptu get-togethers to 
places such as Manly Beach, the 
Taronga Zoo, the opera house, night 
trips to the observatory, and plenty 
of clubs and pubs.

The culture in Australia is very 
different from that of California, 
said Katona. For one thing, Syd-
ney has a little of a “pub culture” 
and has a lowered drinking age 
(only 18) to match. For another 

thing, noted Chan, many of the 
colloquialisms that Californians 
take for granted mean something 
very different “Down Under”. For 
example, cantaloupes are called 
“rock melons,” raisins are called 
“currants,” and ketchup is called 
“Tomato Sauce.”

Aside from the culture, students 
said a big difference between Cali-
fornia and Sydney was the weather. 
For one thing, while the temperature 
drops here in Fremont, in Sydney 
it’s spring, soon to be summer. The 
students commented that is was 
much warmer in Sydney—particu-
larly because of the ozone hole that 
hovers over the continent. 

However, the warm weather does 
have definite advantages. Katona 
said that they went swimming in the 
ocean, and are planning on taking 
surfing lessons soon.  

But the program doesn’t come 
cheap. The program cost each stu-
dent $8,009, including room, board 
and airfare. The students must pay 
their own tuition, visa fees, and 

personal expenses as well.
The students left September 6th  

and will return December 4th.
In the past, Ohlone's semester 

abroad program has been popular, 
but not wildly so. In fact quite a bit 
of recruitment is necessary for every 
trip, explained Kay Harrison. Nev-
ertheless, she said that the college 
intends to continue the program.

Ackeret, Chan and Dennis had 
advice for students interested in 
trying a semester abroad.

“Be as specific as possible when 
they ask you if you have any pref-
erences in the homestay,” wrote 
Ackeret. “The littlest thing is looked 
at and taken into account when they 
match up kids to host families.”

“Bring as many comfortable 
shoes as possible,” wrote Chan. “No 
matter how much underwear you 
think you'll need, bring more.”

    “Be prepared with an open mind 
to any and all experiences,” wrote 
Dennis. “Don't pass up anything 
because you never know if you will 
have the same opportunity again.”

Top: A panoramic view 
of Sydney Australia, the 
location for Ohlone's Fall 
Study Abroad program. 
Above left: Student Corie 
Howell stumbles across a 
kangaroo in the middle of 
the road while on a trip 
to the Blue Mountains 
with other students in the 
Study Abroad program.
Above right: English pro-
fessor Cynthia Katona 
enjoys a ferry ride on the 
Parramatta River. 
Left: Students involved 
with the study abroad pro-
gram pose for a picture in 
front of the Sydney Har-
bor Bridge by the Parra-
matta River. 
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Tree stops car

Materialism - 
a better view

My philosophy professor 
suggests that to delight in the 
beauties of the physical world is 
to lose grasp of the spiritual – that 
they are two, separable and dis-
tinct, and one can lead away from 
the other. Respectfully, I disagree.

Velvet-skinned it twirls, 
glistening with drops of dew, a 
shimmering phantasm from faerie 
on a gnarled, moss-ridden branch. 
A mere pluck and it yields to the 
slice of your teeth, the flesh a 
sweet smoldering through your 
tongue.

This is materialism.
She walks before you with 

a floating grace, hair a proud 
plume, the tip of her nose a chal-
lenge to the winds, her legs the 
smooth, oiled muscles of a well-
fed animal, her scent a tantalizing 
smoke wreath along your skin, 
her jeans a supple pelt molded to 
her curves.

This is materialism.
The scream slashes from your 

throat with the renting of a thou-
sand shards of silence, with the 
joy of a hundred battlefields, the 
violence of every victor standing 
over bloody rips of enemies as the 
globe finds its goal and the crowd 
detonates along with you, howl-
ing your supremacy to the stars.

This is materialism.
We are the children of the stars, 

the dirt and the wind. The world 
is my playground for I am here, 
now, alive in the physical and the 
conscious and if this is false, then 
I will nurse my delusion and curl 
into myself to dream this life with 
all the zest and verve within me.

To put aside the issue of a 
supreme being, I find no better 
way to reach the possibility of the 
divine than plunging, gasping, 
head-over-heels into this life, its 
experiences and companions.

To withdraw within oneself 
and seek the way to meaning 
through the lucent byways of 
one’s soul may be an admirable 
goal, though selfish, in my view, 
to the extreme.

But to indulge yourself through 
all the senses you possess, both 
obvious and unseen, in all this 
earth has to offer, to walk through 
life delighting in all of nature’s 
work, both solid and animate, to 
thank whatever forces have set 
us here for the sheer amazement 
of creation, never mind the exact 
cause – that is both goodness and 
meaning, a benefit to one’s own 
psyche, the world’s vigor and oth-
ers’ fortune.

This is materialism.
In sound judgment and mind, 

to keep a stout heart, to love and 
hope and believe, to keep trying 
against all odds and obstacles 
– that is to turn toward this world, 
not from it, to approach the eter-
nal most of all by touching all you 
can of what you can HERE.

Instead of bowing to the will of 
a god, bow to the earth's power.

Whatever may come after will 
take care of itself.

By Manika Casterline
 Staff writer

The Speech and Communica-
tion studies club and department 
hosted a Filipino-American event 
that featured Ohlone alumni, Ja-
son Milena. He presented a duo of 
speeches that had won him national 
titles. The event was held on Oct. 2 
in portable 14A.

Milena began by dramatizing his 
2002 National Silver Medal winning 
poetry piece. Milena tied together 
excerpts from “Scrambled Eggs 
And Garlic Pork” and “Unlearning 
English” by Michael Maylo and 
Jaime Jacinto’s “Tongue Tied” in 
order to craft his speech. The piece 
discussed the idea that integration 
of language can be deemed vital in 
order for a culture to preserve its 
cultural identity. Milena composed 
a piece that contained the dual 
perspectives of an older man and  

a younger man.
Milena won a 2003 National 

Bronze Medal for the prose piece 
that he concluded his performance 
with. The prose interpretation was 
based off of one literary work. It 
delves into the ideal that a Filipino-
American is constrained by certain 
cultural limitations.  

The two main characters are from 
similar backgrounds yet opted to 
diverge in paths after their collegiate 
days of sharing a dorm. Dan chooses 
a traditional route where he settles 
down to raise a family of his own 
and works as a businessman. His 
best friend Enrico is the more dar-
ing one. He is a rebel that accepts 
the challenge of not adhering to the 
Asian stereotypes.

During the course of the mono-
logue, Enrico gets a tattoo of a star to 
on his shoulder, half of the star was 
black and other side was outlined. 
The character of Enrico said, “Oh 

it’s simple really. You see this side 
right here? This is telling me that I 
know what I want do. And this side, 
I’m going to color that in when I 
make it there and its going to be 
blue. I’m going to make it man,” 
when explaining the significance 
behind his getting it done. The long 
time best friends part ways and keep 
in touch through letters. Then one 
night after work, Dan's wife notifies 
him that Enrico killed himself.

And so the years pass. Eventu-
ally Dan chooses to get an identical 
tattoo to the one Enrico had. Dan’s 
daughter questions why he has it, to 
which Dan states, “See this side? I 
got that side done when your uncle 
Rico left. And this side I colored that 
blue right after you were born.”

The two speeches Jason Milena 
enacted both contained cultural 
significance. Each piece described 
how being a Filipino-American 
can present some stereotypical 

challenges. “There are other pieces 
that are strictly cultural but just 
talk about their culture, but don’t 
have any compare and contrast as 
to somebody in assimilation as to 
a culture like this and those tend to 
be the powerful ones.” 

In a society filled with various 
literary resources, Milena said, 
“Looking around the world and 
observing people. I see people who 
are from the same culture that I’m 
from, the same color skin as me, I 
see their plight and their struggles. 
And sometimes it pushes me to 
make things better. Sometimes I’ll 
try to find a piece to portray that or a 
piece that will actually illustrate that 
yearning that desire a little bit more 
than maybe the other pieces.” 

During his time at Ohlone,  Milena 
competed for two years on the Ohlone 
College Forensic team. He attained 
three national medals including one 
silver and two bronzes. 

Filipino-American alumni speaks

Teachers welcomed

Diversity focus in childhood conference
By Chen Lin
Online editor

In the outdoor area near the 
back of Ohlone’s Early Childhood 
Center, where normally only the 
cries of children or the command 
of their caretakers can be heard, 
last Saturday there resounded the 
chanting of many adult voices, 
potent and earnest.

“Awareness! Awareness! Aware-
ness!” said the voices.

The chorus continued briefly, 
quieting at the signal of only one 
voice -  that of a woman’s, firm and 
clear. It belonged to Cheryl Williams 
Jackson, part-time Early Childhood 
Studies instructor at Ohlone. She’d 
spoken before the chanting, had led 
it, and with a catch of breath, would 
now speak again.

Jackson’s topic varied. Mostly 
her speech was about children, but 
the focus was on diversity. She 
instructed teachers and parents on 
how children can be approached 
about the “tough issues.” She wants 

to make children less discriminat-
ing, but believes they need the right 
guidance to begin with.

“As adults, we first have to learn 
to talk about it,” said Jackson. “The 
only way that children are going 
to learn is if we, as adults, teach 
them.”

Jackson’s speech was the keynote 
to last Saturday’s “Making the Con-
nection: children, family, educators” 
early childhood education confer-
ence, held annually at Ohlone’s 
Early Childhood Center. This is the 
event’s second anniversary. Every 
year, the conference attracts a varied 
audience of childcare professionals, 
Early Childhood Studies students, 
and first-time parents, all looking 
to attend workshops on early child-
hood education and to meet others 
in the field.

The chanting earlier was part 
of Jackson’s speech. To keep her 
audience focused, she had them 
repeat key words having to do with 
her topic. Now, a different chant 
resounded.

“Ruby! Ruby! Ruby!” said her 
audience.

A resident of New Orleans, re-
lated Jackson to an eager audience, 
Ruby Bridges was the first black 
child in the city’s school system to 
attend an all-white school. In spite 
of threats to her life and everyday 
harassment, the then 6-year-old at-
tended William Frantz Elementary 
School for a year, entirely alone 
except for her teacher and federal 
marshall escort.

“[Ruby’s] story is one I think 
all  children in school should hear 
about,” said Jackson.

Jackson has come to realize 
that Ruby’s experience isn’t only 
about racism, but also a guide 
for children on what to do when 
faced with discrimination. Thus 
the theme of her keynote, and of 
this conference - diversity.

But maybe theme isn’t the 
right word. While it is billed 
thus, diversity is more closely a 
motif of the convention. 

“Diversity [is displayed] not 

just [culturally], but in thoughts, 
experiences, and presentations,” 
said Janice Fonteno,  Early 
Childhood Studies professional 
development coordinator at 
Ohlone and head of this year’s 
conference.

Even the vendors Saturday were 
selected accordingly. Diversity 
Kids, which sells dolls designed 
to emulate human features from 
multiple ethnicities, hair and skin 
especially, uses its products to 
promote acceptance.

On display at their counter is a 
limited  edition  doll  whose outside 
is an amalgam of six different skin 
tones, colored separately on every 
limb.  The legs, on which the doll 
sits, are black and white.

“Both your legs are equal. They 
look different on the outside, but 
inside they’re the same,” said 
Vakili.

The workshops, besides there be-
ing a lot of them, themselves often 
relate to discrimination. Among 

Wednesday afternoon student Glenda Munoz’s 
Toyota Scorpion slipped out of gear at the lot 
P permit booth and backed into a tree in lot 
N. There were no injuries.  “I think the tree is 
going to be ok too,” said Campus Security Of-
ficer Stewart R. Dawson. Munoz said her brakes 
failed.  There was another minor accident 
Wednesday in lot W. According to Dawson, it 
was a hit-and-run involving an unoccupied car. 
He said incidents like these happen frequently 
during winter. 

Photo by Michael Aburas
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By Frankie Addiego
Staff writer

On Tuesday, October 3, 2006, 
The Ohlone College Human Re-
sources department hosted an event 
to welcome the newest members of 
the Ohlone faculty.

  In the Green Room of the Gary 
Soren Smith Center, recent additions 
to the faculty mingled with the noted 
veterans of Ohlone College.

The event was organized by Hu-
man Resources Specialist Kathleen 
Johnson. Human Resources staff 
member Tina Miller said, "we’re go-
ing to do this on a regular basis."

 Many of the new faculty mem-
bers were excited about working 
at Ohlone. Sharon Briggs, a new 
addition to the nursing department, 
said, "this is my fourth community 
college… this is the first time any 
college has ever done anything 
like this."  She went on to relate a 
positive tale concerning a member 
of the payroll department visit-
ing her in class to correct a salary 
discrepancy.

 Ohlone’s President Doug Tread-
way was also was present for the 
event.    

 Joining Ohlone’s American 
Sign Language and Deaf Studies 
department as well as its staff of 
interpreters are Sandra Ammons, 
Kellie Conde and Nan Zhou.  Join-
ing the nursing department will be 
Sharon Briggs, Carole Campbell, 
and Joan Rogers.  New counselors 
will include Lenore Landavazo, 
Heather Norem, and Terry Taskey.  
Also joining the faculty are Cecile 
Davila (English), Maria-Eugenia 
Grant (Chemistry), Chaya Nanavati 
and Tracy Virgil (English).

An EOPS seminar will be 
Wednesday Oct. 11 at 11:45 
a.m. in Rm. 7102. Dr. Bennett 
Oppenheim will be the faculty 
guest speaker. Wednesdays 
topic will be Myspace vs. Face 
to Face: Is it easier for men and 
women to communicate via 
Myspace or face to face.

EOPS seminar 

Devil's 
Advocate
By Anna 
Nemchuk
Editor-in-chief
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Students change how chemistry is taught

By Frankie Addiego
Staff writer

Ohlone College will host a Brown 
Bag science seminar devoted to ex-
amining the relationship between 
physics and music in Room 3201 on 
Friday, Oct. 6. The presentation on 
this unlikely subject will be given 
by Professor Charles Hepburn, an 
instructor of astronomy as well as a 
working musician, and will feature 
demonstrations of many different 
instruments and how they produce 
the sounds we’re used to. “We have 
music and the question sometimes 
comes up...on what principles do 
these work?”

The seminar, titled “The Physics 
of Music”, will focus largely on the 
role waves play in the vibrations 
created by musical instruments. 
The emphasis will mainly be on the 
string family of instruments, such as 
guitars and violins, and wind instru-
ments, such as flutes and trumpets. 
Hepburn will also discuss how the 
air acts as a fluid medium allowing 
sound, including but not limited to 
music, in to our ears.

In addition, Hepburn’s lecture 
will touch upon various principles 

of harmony, such as the differences 
in the make-up of and the mood-
reflected by major chords versus 
minor chords. Related to this is 
how the cause of the indefinite pitch 
produced by percussion instruments 
can be seen with the Bessel math-
ematical function. According to 
Hepburn, a percussion instrument 
such as a snare drum, “only has a 
portion of the tonal system.”

Also planned is a discussion of 
synthesizers and samplers which 
produce sound not as a function of 
striking or plucking the instrument, 
but by a pre-programmed sound 
that a given key electronically 
activates. In synthesizers, he said, 
“the sounds are totally made up.” 
Indeed, students will learn about 
how a synthesizer takes sound 
waves and manipulates them to 
create a particular sound, often one 
similar to another instrument. This 
distinguishes them from samplers, 
which serve the same purpose but 
use prerecorded sounds from other 
instruments. “There are hundreds of 
samples in a digital sampler, which 
can react differently depending on 
velocity.”

For students who find this topic 

fascinating, Ohlone offers many 
classes in music theory and record-
ing. The relation between music and 
physics, however, is only touched 
upon incidentally in such courses. 
However, this seminar may bear 
fruit. “If there’s interest in this sort 
of thing, there is a possibility we can 
offer a physics [and] music course,” 
said Hepburn.

Ohlone’s Brown Bag semi-
nars are hour-long presentations 
given by a variety of professors 
and professionals, mainly in scien-
tific realms. They usually include a 
lecture followed by a question and 
answer session. 

According to the campus web-
site, the purpose of the seminars  
is to “stimulate interest in and 
awareness of topics, trends, and 
careers in science.” Past topics 
for the Brown Bag seminars this 
year have included environmental 
sustainability and the geological 
hazards facing Ohlone.

The Brown Bag seminars are 
sponsored by Ohlone’s Math, Sci-
ence and Technology Division and 
funded by the Associated Students 
of Ohlone College.

The event is open to the public.

Music and physics unite 

By Noah Levin
Staff writer

During this past summer, eight 
students from Ohlone College did 
research in organic chemistry, the 
findings of which were presented 
by their teacher, Dr. Anusree Gan-
guly, from Sept. 10 to 11 in San 
Francisco. 

The research was an experiment 
by Ganguly, who wanted to try to 
teach organic chemistry through 
an interdisciplinary case-study 
method. After the conclusion of 
her students’ research, she and her 
class presented their findings at 
the Chemistry Society’s National 
Conference in San Francisco.

The interdisciplinary approach 
to organic chemistry was well re-
ceived. "We employ[ed] a dynamic 
business model," said Ganguly. As 
part of this teaching method, Gan-
guly assigned a research project to 
her students that required them to 
create a virtual company and design 
a new drug. The students then had to 
examine the marketability of their 
new drug and run mock trials. 

The main purpose of the project 
was to teach organic chemistry in 
a way that non-majors could not 

only understand it, but would cause 
them to become more interested in 
the subject. Ganguly’s students did 
all their own research and ended up 
becoming far more interested in 
organic chemistry and its practical 
applications.

Ganguly ended up bringing her 
summer students and their research 
to the Chemistry Society’s National 
Conference in San Francisco. In ad-
dition to the research and work from 
the students, Ganguly presented her 
own findings on the new teaching 
method. 

The research was so well re-
ceived that an editor of one journal 
suggested publication, commenting 
that Ganguly's methods would, 
"Change the way organic chem-
istry is taught." Ganguly is cur-
rently writing her manuscript for 
the journal. The National Science 
Foundation, one of the leading sci-
ence organizations in the country, 
has also offered an opportunity for 
a grant should Ganguly choose to 
further her research towards the 
"development of a new interdisci-
plinary program." Her work shows 
"highly increased student retention 
and an increase in interest, where 
there was little."

Dr. Anu Ganguly's students at the National Chemistry Conference in San Francisco. 
Behind them is a presentation of their interdisciplinary research. From left to right, 
they are: Inna Riva, William Kinsley, Linh Nguyen, Le-Mei Tsang and Ayesha Mogul.

Photo provided by Anusree Ganguly

Early childhood conference
Continued from Page 5
Among the most popular are curricular work-
shops, those presenting new activities for use in 
the classroom, and ones dealing with challenging 
behaviors in children.

“Educators are always looking for new ideas 
to bring to the classroom,” said Fonteno.

And on Saturday, they found them. Feedback 
to the conference this year, like last year’s, was 
exemplary. It was all a just reward for what, ac-
cording to Fonteno, was an "ongoing effort for 
eight months at least.”

If anything, next year will be even harder. 
Instead of waiting for months like last time, Fon-
teno began planning for next year this Saturday, 

having already lined up a keynote speaker for 
next year.

The convention, which last year had only an 
attendance of about 200, this year had over 300. 
Space in the Childhood Education Center, while 
sufficient, was “tight.” Fonteno hopes to use the 
Smith Center for next year’s convention and hope-
fully, the Newark Campus for 2008’s.

“We’re going to suggest to Dr. Treadway a 
desire to have that Early Childcare conference at 
the Newark Campus in 2008,” said Fonteno.

Next year, said Fonteno, diversity will be 
a theme still. In fact, diversity will always be 
a theme there, just as it is a theme throughout 
childhood.




