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    This month is National Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, dedicated to raising awareness and 
helping to promote prevention.

This month is also used to send out recognition 
and acknowledgement to those women who are 
fighting or have had breast cancer.

“A lot of fund-raisers and 5k walks happen to 
raise awareness and support,” said Sally Bratton 
of the Ohlone Student Health Center.

“It's about education and awareness.”

The moral landscape of the 
U.S. increasingly amazes me. 
There is a polarization of views. 
We are either pro-choice or 
pro-life, pro-war or anti-war, 
conservative or liberal, etc. What 
specifically amazes me is how so 
many people can make up their 
minds so completely one way or 
another in black and white terms.

Few things a human being can 
do in this world should be seen 
as absolutely good or absolutely 
wrong. Everything has valida-
tions. Stealing bread to feed one’s 
family is the classic example and 
many would say such theft is ac-
ceptable. Stealing butter to make 
the bread a little tastier, on the 
other hand, suddenly makes the 
situation less acceptable.

When we try to make over-
arching absolute judgment on 
any issue, we ignore the people, 
context and intentions behind real 
life situations. It is one thing to 
be strongly against abortion, it 
is another thing to demand that 
a young girl forgo an abortion 
even though her body is barely 
old enough to handle birth, her 
parents will abandon her and she 
has no way to feed two mouths.

Life always reminds me how 
we don’t live in a black and white 
world. I pre-ordered a video game 
more than two months ago and 
planned on patiently waiting until 
its official release before playing 
it. Then I downloaded an illegal 
early release of the game last 
week.

Basically, I stole something I 
had already paid for. Does that 
even make sense? It is still theft 
under intellectual property laws 
and I could be prosecuted like 
many other software pirates have 
been.

Everyone I have asked has said 
I am ethically in the clear or, at 
the very least, higher on the slid-
ing scale of morality. I’m not too 
sure they are correct but I don’t 
feel particularly bad about my 
“theft” either.

Just thinking about whether 
a single action of mine is ethi-
cal or not is mentally exhausting 
enough. I can’t imagine making 
up my mind absolutely and com-
pletely on massive issues such as 
nuclear proliferation or our cur-
rent foreign entanglements.

This is especially so as I under-
stand how little I know about life 
and the world. Essentially, any 
conclusions I come to about any 
moral, ethical or other broad topic 
are, at best, educated guesses and, 
at worst, shots in the dark.

Living in such a morally uncer-
tain world might seem scary. This 
is why I believe society is gravi-
tating towards a black or white 
interpretation of existence.

However, when we admit the 
possibility of our world not being 
black or white but grey, the uncer-
tainty can be reassuring and frees 
us from the need to be perfect.

The comfort 
of uncertainty 

By Eric Dorman
Staff writer

The University Express program 
is alive and well at Ohlone and 
continues to benefit students by 
linking notoriously tough classes 
together.

Those University Express stu-
dents are almost always glad they 
attended, said History Professor 
Darren Bardell, who teaches two 
classes with University Express co-
horts. “My students like that they’re 
taking classes in a group,” said 
Bardell. “And they are consistently 
successful in my courses.”

University Express is a program 
designed for new students interested 
in transferring to a four-year college 
but unsure of which classes to take. 
Students who enroll in this program 
take a group of three or four classes 
together with 30 other students, who 
are all taking the same classes. The 
instructors of these classes work 
together in an effort to make sure 
everyone keeps up.

There are three sections of 
University Express: University 
Express 101A, University Express 
151B and University Express 151A. 
Each section has a different level of 
difficulty, said Dean of Language 

Arts and Social Sciences Mikelyn 
Stacey. 151A is the most basic, 151B 
is slightly more difficult and 101A 
is the most challenging. Which sec-
tion a student is placed in depends 
on how high he or she scores on the 
English placement test.

The main advantage of the pro-
gram, according to Bardell, is that 
University Express links certain 
classes. For example, 101A links 
english, biology and history. Bardell 
meets once a month with the other 
instructors to form parallels between 
the courses. One such parallel is the 
environment. For example, biology 
students will learn about it directly 
and Bardell will lecture on how his-
tory has impacted the environment. 
The English instructor might talk 
about how to write an essay and 
present an essay about the environ-
ment as an example.

Another thing that Bardell no-
ticed was that his 30 University 
Express students came to class more 
than his 100 regular students. He 
thinks that peer pressure is a big 
factor.

“Some students might skip class 
for a week, and not think anything of 
it,” said Bardell. “But in University 
Express, each student is part of a 
larger group. There’s more pressure 

to attend class.”
Another advantage of the Univer-

sity Express, said Stacey, is that it 
lets students get some tough courses 
out of the way as well as ensuring 
they get into those courses.

Each section also has a different 
combination of classes tailored to fit 
its level of difficulty. For example, 
151A has Developmental Reading 
and History of the United States, 
while 151B includes Introduction to 
Sociology and 101A has Biology.

The classes of all three sections 
give students UC and CSU-transfer-
able credits.

Some classes, such as English 
classes, are entirely made up of 
a group of University Express 
students. Larger classes, such as 
biology and history, are made up 
of regular students as well as those 
in University Express.

Stacey noted that the The Uni-
versity Express students often score 
higher than the students indepen-
dently enrolled.

In addition to these classes, each 
section includes a Personal Devel-
opment class in which students meet 
with counselors to try and plan their 
classes for the rest of the year.

Stacey suggested that this class 
may be the most beneficial of all. 

“So often when you go to a big 
four-year college or university, 
you take your math, you take your 
english and you have no idea how 
it’s all tied together. You don’t find 
out until your senior year or so. I 
think one of the advantages of Uni-
versity Express is that right away, 
it shows you how the classes are 
all relevant.”

Bardell noted that the Personal 
Development class is not for ev-
eryone. One change he and the 
other instructors plan on making is 
non-mandatory attendance of this 
course. Though it can help some 
students, he said, others already 
have their futures planned out and 
do not need the course.

The biggest challenge the pro-
gram faces, said Bardell, is recruit-
ment. This year, the instructors had 
trouble meeting their 30-person 
quota.

Overall, Stacey is confident that 
the program is a success. “I think 
when you have instructors work-
ing together and students working 
together, things gel earlier,” she 
said.

Interested students may go to 
www.ohlone.edu/org/univexpress 
for more information on how to be-
come involved with the program.

Ohlone’s University Express Program 
continues to grow in popularity

By MANIKA CASTERLINE
Staff writer

From lyrics in a Gym Class Heros 
song to a reference in the “Boon-
docks” comic, MySpace has seeped 
into our pop cultural fabric.

Extended Opportunities Pro-
grams and Services hosted a “Cut-
ting Edge Hot Topics” event on Oct. 
11 at Blomerly Hall from 11:45 a.m 
to 12:45 p.m. The open discussion 
was prompted by the question of 
the ease of male and female com-
munication via MySpace as opposed 
to face to face.

“Cutting Edge Hot Topics” is 
based on the format of the popular 
ABC television “The View”. EOPS 
conducted this event with special 
guest Dr. Bennett Oppenheim 
and audience volunteer Roxanne 
Garcia. The program’s founding 
principle is to be a discussion tool 
for issues that are applicable to a 
vast array of students and to inspire 
contemporary learning methods.

The audience interactive dia-
logue opened up further questions 
about the validity of sites such as 
MySpace and what it can potentially 
mean to interpersonal communica-
tion. The discussion also raised 
points about how some individuals 
view MySpace as either a substitute 
for reality or reality itself.

An audience member comment-
ed, “The thing is MySpace is not the 
real world. So I don’t think that is 
gives you adequate training wheels 
for real relationships, face to face 
relationships...I think that...people 
spend hours and hours at a time 
on MySpace gaining thousands of 
friends sometimes who aren’t really 
their friends, don’t really know these 
people. It’s just like feeding a desire 
to have close relationships, but at 
the same time it’s perpetuating the 
inability to have real relationships 
because you are so far removed from 
all these people”.

On the contrary, Oppenheim said, 
“I don't think it's taking away. I ac-

tually think it is contributing to the 
degree of interaction and intimacy 
between a lot of people. I think 
it's just an additional vehicle that 
enables (people) to connect with 
one another”.

MySpace, however, has been 
subject to many security concerns. 
First of all, MSNBC claims that 
the popular website is a breeding 
ground for the Internet agitator 
known as spyware. It is also not 
safe from child sex offenders who 
utilize the site to solicit underage 
children. There is rampant profile 
identity theft, too.

The main reason people do not 
agree that MySpace is a good thing 
is due to the fact that people are not 
held to be accountable for their ac-
tions and are not forced to be honest. 
Things posted on one’s MySpace 
can be taken out of context.

Oppenheim replied, “Yes, I think 
that it can be misinterpreted, as are 
different kinds of words that we use 
or things that we gesture in face to 

face relationships and interactions. 
In as much as we are human there is 
always going to be misperception... 
interpretation of what one says,w 
hat one intends, what one means 
- and part of relating to a person is 
conveying that and sharing enough 
depth and breadth so that they 
know who we are and where we 
are coming from. And each of those 
layers that is peeled away through 
interaction, I think makes us that 
much more cultural.”

Tom Anderson, a graduate of 
U.C Berkeley and UCLA, Chris 
DeWolfe, a graduate of USC 
Marshall School of Business and 
a small programmer team founded 
MySpace in July of 2003. MySpace 
is considered a powerful interactive 
social networking website which 
allows users to do almost every-
thing from post pictures to upload 
streamable video. In the short span 
of three years it has emerged as 
the world’s fourth most popular 
English-language website.

EOPS discusses the benefits 
of MySpace versus face-to-face

October is breast cancer awareness month

Sara Cattaneo 
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    The Student Health Center is always able to 
provide information and awareness.

If students don’t have insurance, they can go into the 
Health Center and be referred to the Tri-City Health 
Center or the Newark Health Center - both can send 
patients for low or no cost mammograms.

Men, though rarely, are also at risk, and can be 
checked at the Health Center.

Some students, such as Sara Cattaneo, have been 
walking the campus handing out posters and pam-
phlets with the purpose of informing people about the 
various activities relating to Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.
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In a move highly utilized by 
3-year-olds and teenagers around 
the world, North Korea has 
thrown its collective hands in the 
air and declared with vindictive 
eagerness “Look at me, Mummy! 
I’ve been SO bad!”

Congratulations, guys – as the 
skill involved in blowing up stuff 
has long been lauded to the skies, 
I’m sure everyone’s just in awe 
of your manly explosive powers. 
Hmm, I wonder why this butter 
isn’t melting in my mouth?

I’ve always been a huge fan 
of science fiction. Science fiction 
writers have tended to be fans 
of detonating things quite a lot 
so perhaps my failure to be duly 
impressed by N. Korea’s postur-
ing is simply a result of overexpo-
sure, a bit like being disenchanted 
by a bar fight after a decade of 
playing “Mortal Kombat.”

Bush, of course, is posturing 
right back. At Wednesday’s White 
House conference, he declared 
that he intends to “ensure there 
are serious repercussions for the 
regime in Pyongyang” and “that 
North Korea understands the 
consequences if it continues down 
its current path.” Realizing how 
redundant, never mind idealistic 
this will sound, enough with the 
chest-pounding! We know that 
most of the free world has the 
capacity, in one way or another, 
to end life as we know it on this 
planet for at least a few centuries, 
thereby giving Mother Nature a 
much-needed break, something I 
live in fear of die-hard environ-
mentalists realizing.

However, as one generally 
does not chop off a foot because 
of a broken toe, I would hope that 
most people also comprehend 
that nuclear war, while being a 
solution, is a tad more permanent 
of one than most would vote for. 
Unless you’re a religious fanatic 
who’s of the opinion that annihi-
lating all while saving their infidel 
souls is a nifty idea, in which case 
I fervently desire for you to go 
start with yourself in an aban-
doned warehouse.

Laying aside the irony that 
most of that free world is cur-
rently scurrying about attempting 
to verify North Korea’s claim in 
the first place, I’m a bit baffled as 
to why a country that alleges to 
have personal welfare as a chief 
priority (That is what communism 
aims at, really.) would decide that 
threats – vague, unproven and 
disastrous to their own citizens 
as well as everyone else if upheld 
– are the cat’s meow of strategies.

The rest of the world is sup-
posed to take them seriously 
now? Hang on, they didn’t want 
to do it, they were forced. Ac-
cording to the country’s foreign 
ministry, they “were compelled to 
conduct a nuclear test because of 
the US nuclear threat and pressure 
of sanctions” and “are ready for 
both dialogue and confrontation.”

But, Mummy, he pushed me 
first!

Campus construction affecting many

Mich Millich, ‘The Coffee Cart Guy’ begins his daily routine of grinding and brewing cof-
fee despite construction work on Building One. Below, detour signs outside Building 1
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Grow up, world

By Michael Aburas
Staff writer

As remodeling provided by Bond 
Measure A continues, faculty and 
students in the vicinity of Building 
One may have noticed scaffolding, 
men in hard hats, rhythmic ham-
mering, sand blasting and dust. The 
construction the last few weeks of 
school has affected both students 
and faculty.

Students have observed plastic 
sheeting outside the library’s win-
dows and blue tape preventing dust 
from coming in. Librarian Kathy 
Greenstein’s office, however, was 
not completely immune. Since the 
construction she has removed all 
her trinkets and knickknacks to 
dust the windowsill off. “Dust, dust 
and more dust,” was Greenstein’s 
comment.

It wasn’t until a few days after 
construction that tape was put in-
side the offices of the library staff. 
Jocosely, Greenstein said, “My 
office looked like Oklahoma in the 
1930’s.”

Sarah Zentner, assistant to 
Ohlone President Doug Treadway, 
said “We [Zentner and Treadway] 
are role-modeling what it’s like to 
work through construction.” She 
also said in order for progress to 
occur these are the steps that need 
to be taken.

For some students, especially 
those with disabilities, the con-
struction has been more of an 
inconvenience.

One disabled business major, 
who asked that his name be with-
held, said if they block off a certain 
route “I have to go up a completely 
different route to get to the same 
location.” He also said this could 
make him late for class if he doesn’t 
know ahead of time what routes will 
be blocked off.

“It’s not the fact that I have to 
take another [route], it’s the fact 
that they don’t tell you ahead of 

time or don’t put out detour signs,” 
remarked the source.

Since he voiced his opinion two 
weeks ago to the Disabled Students 
Program and Services, Buildings 
and Grounds has begun to post 
detour signs around campus.

Currently, there is a detour sign 
posted by the Palm Bosque stating 
“the stairs from the Palm Bosque 
lower ponds to the upper ponds, 
next to Building 1, will be closed 
10/11/06 through 12/06” as stated 
in the Bond Projects Update e-mail, 
which is sent to Ohlone faculty 
members but not to students.

Another person who has been 
directly affected, and in some re-
gards in a positive manner, is Mitch 
“The Coffee Cart Guy,” Millich. 
Construction had an impact on Mil-
lich before even the fall semester 
started.

Two days before school began, 
Millich was notified by Buildings 
and Grounds that he had to move 
the coffee cart from the front of 
Building One. Millich was not open 
for business the first day of school 
because power was not available 
at his new location. The school 
did get him plugged in by the next 
day. Millich had the option of being 
placed in the quad, or conducting 
business in front of Building Two. 
He chose Building Two because it 
was a more convenient place to get 
power and water, both necessities 
for him.

Millich said business has been 
better for him this semester than 
last. “The music department has 
been very welcoming and patient,” 
said Millich, about being parked in 
front of Building Two.

In addition, the construction 
workers have increased his sales. 
“The construction workers have 
been very nice and have become 
some of my regulars,” said Mil-
lich.

Although dust has not affected the 
coffee cart, it has had an impact on 

the Human Resources department. 
When the construction team began 
sand-blasting on the upper floors of 
the northwest end of Building One, 
a large amount of dust permeated 
the Human Resource Department on 
Monday Sept. 18 - so much so, that 
President Treadway sent the whole 
department home.

Human Resource Manager Tina 
Miller said when she arrived at 
work there was a lot of dust in the 
air and some of the doors needed 
to be sealed. “When I arrived he 
[Dr. Treadway] had already walked 
through,” and told the department to 
go home, commented Miller.

Miller took some things home 
to work on while two others in her 
department worked from the library. 
The Human Resources Department 
was only sent home for a day while 
the construction team was immedi-
ately sent in to clean up the dust and 
debris and set up fans. “My office 
was fine, it was the common areas 
that were dirty and Grounds sent 
someone to vacuum,” said Miller.

Dave Lozano, assistant director 
of Buildings and Grounds, said 
that the tape already in place had 
lifted up, allowing dust to enter the 

building. The construction was shut 
down immediately and everyone on 
the construction team was sent in to 
clean and re-tape.

“Everyone on the construction 
team is very conscientious about 
the environment for the students,” 
said Lozano. The construction 
team reacts very quickly to the 
needs of the students and faculty, 
he explained.

Last week, students and faculty, 
including deaf students, noticed the 
pounding hammers from inside the 
library. Deaf student and fine arts 
major Eriko Ando said the ham-
mering bugged her; even though 
she couldn’t hear it, she could feel 
the vibrations. Other than that the 
construction hasn‘t bothered her, 
said Ando. When asked if the con-
struction had affected her, music 
major Katrina Kelinda Kawaguchi 
hesitated before saying “no.” Busi-
ness major Ati Chen said, “not re-
ally, but sometimes there's a lot of 
noise and smells.’

Construction will continue 
through March 07. For questions or 
advance notice of detours, contact 
Buildings and Grounds at (510) 
659-6105.
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