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Newark campus is ‘right on schedule’

By MORGAN BRINLEE
Features editor

With construction hats securely
in place, the Ohlone College Coun-
cil set off for a tour of the Newark
campus Monday to check the prog-
ress of construction.

“It’sexciting to see the progress,”
said Academic Administrator Leta
Stagnaro. “How often do you get to
build a new college campus?”

Green and yellow plastic deco-
rates the framework of the main
wing of the Newark Health and
Sciences building. Stacks of con-
crete, steel beams and piles of dirt
dot the 80 acres of land around the
constructionsite. Inside the building
numerous steel hangers hung from
the ceilings waiting to be used to
secure air ducts in place.

“The bottom foor is pretty much
framed out and they’re working on
the second foor now,” explained
Stagnaro. “We’re right on schedule
if not a little bit ahead.”

The new Ohlone College New-
ark Center for Health Sciences

and Technology is designed to be
three stories high and have four
wings. Currently, however, only
two stories have been framed. The
elevator shaft stood empty, wires
and steel beams marking its place
in the future lobby of the Newark
Center. Makeshiftstairs serveasthe
only way to climb from one foor
to the other.

On the frst foor, construction
crews have already begun to frame
outroomsand hallways. The library
has been framed out along with a
few classrooms and the lobby of
Building One. Upon completion,
the Newark Center will have 13
general education classrooms as
well as 2 health and science class-
rooms. There will also be a library,
a nursing wing, a locker room,
counseling offces, as well as an
amphitheater.

Roughly 3,000 students will be
able to attend classes at the Newark
Center with about 1,500 students
being able to be on campus at one
time explained Ohlone College

Continued on Page 4
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Photo by Morgan Brinlee

Leta Stagnaro, Ohlone’s Newark center dean, climbing up the stairs of
the under-construction campus during a tour on Monday.

Ohlone allies with Alliant University

By NOAH LEVIN
Staff writer

Ohlone College has entered into
an agreement with Alliant Interna-
tional University to work together
to offer Ohlone studentsabachelor's
degree completion program. Offer-
ing business administration, inter-
national business administration
and psychology bachelor’s degree
programs, students can transfer to
Alliant by completing the same
general education requirements as
those of the CSU system.

Alliant International University

is an upper-division, independent,
nonproft university that offers an
innovative approachto undergradu-
ate study. Geared toward making
students ready to work in their
chosen professions immediately
after graduation, their programs in
liberal arts, education, businessand
the behavioral and social sciences
use a professional school model,
meaning that Alliant combines
classroom learning with hands-on
real world experience. Alliant has
graduate programs located in seven
different locations, with under-
graduate programs in San Diego,

Mexico City and now Fremont
through Ohlone.

Alliant and Ohlone also have
two orientation sessions coming
up on Oct. 26 at noon and 5 p.m.
and have invited, via e-mail, busi-
ness and psychology students who
have completed 15 or more units
here at Ohlone. Students who are
eligible for transfer can become
Alliant Bound Scholars. Becom-
ing an Alliant Bound Scholar gives
students the opportunity to receive
abachelor’s degree without having
to actually leave Ohlone campus
and be instructed by established

scholars to receive a unique, top-
quality education.

Transfer Coordinator Angela
Jemmott is Alliant’s liaison to
Ohlone. “I actually represent an
entire team of folks at the Center
for Undergraduate Education atAl-
liant International University, such
as fnancial aid, academicadvisory,
business services and the like,”said
Jemmott. “The great aspect of this
transfer partnership for the students
is the one-stop shop aspect my
position offers. It’s simple - just
remember my name and contact
number and I’ll direct you to the

information that you need.”

Jemmottstarted working on cam-
pus in early March and, though not
actually employed by Ohlone Col-
lege, works closely with students
to help them transfer to Alliant’s
bachelor programs.

Jemmott began her career with
Alliant as a graduate recruiter.
“l just recently accepted the full
time position as the undergraduate
transfer coordinatorand I love every
minute of it,” exclaimed Jemmott. I
am excited about building the frst
cohort of Alliant Bound Scholars
this spring.”

Former student recounts meth use at seminar

By MICHAEL ABURA
Staff writer

A turbulent battle with an ad-
diction to methamphetamine and
the road to recovery was the topic
of last Friday’s emotional Brown
Bag science seminar titled “Flight
Without Wings: The Story of a
Meth User: A Journey of Despair,
Acceptance, Healing and Hope”
by former Ohlone student Brittany
Touitou. “I go through every one
of those emotions every day of
my life” said Touitou to begin her
presentation.

Touitou described addiction as
“Any compulsive habitual behavior
that limits the freedom of human de-
sire.” When someone does meth, it
becomesthe dominantforceintheir

life. “You have to chase your next
hit, you have to chase your nexthigh
- that becomes your life,” she said.
She expanded on her defnition of
addictionby illustrating the concept
of soullessness, which goes along
with meth addiction. The soul, the
fundamental part of what makes a
person, ceases to exist. “The drug
does you, you no longer do it. The
obsession/compulsion becomes so
strong, the user can think of nothing
else.” said explained.
Metheamphetamine is a syn-
thetic amphetamine or stimulant
produced and sold illegally in pill
form, capsules, powder and chunks.
Amphetamines are stimulants, or
uppers, and have properties similar
toadrenaline. The effectsare longer
lasting and the withdrawal symp-

toms or “come downs” are more
intense.

Methamphetamines are known
by the names meth, crank, glass,
speed, crystal, ice, batu, chalk,
shabu, or zip, with the most com-
mon being crystal, speed and crank.
The drug can be ingested with a
beverage, in Touitou’s case snorted,
injected or smoked.

Currently there is a trend for
addicts to smoke it. Smokers will
often use a piece of tin foil and a
straw as depicted in Touitou’s pre-
sentation, or more commonly use a
glass pipe, which can be made out
of a light bulb, glass air freshener
or glass tube in all cases altered
with a torch.

Touitou began using meth at the
age of 19. Alight user in the begin-

ning, she gradually increased her
usage. Eventually, she became a
dealer to support her habit, selling
some to snort some, and providing
meth for a house full of addicts.
“People don’t respect you, they re-
spect what you have,” said Touitou
about dealing.

Touitou was the product of a
legacy of addiction coming from
a divorced family with an abusive
father. She was at least a fourth
generation on her mother’s side
and second generation addict on
her father’s side. She was pressured
to be successful in school because
most of her family had never at-
tended college.

After she started dealing to
support her addiction, she stopped
going to school and eventually

stopped coming home, “I stopped
being me,” said Touitou.

On June 29, 2003 at 2:15 p.m.
Touitouwasarrested on four felony
counts of 11379: transportation
of methamphetimine. Touitou hit
rock bottom when bail was set
at $150 and she had to call her
mother. Touitou's mother did not
bail her out.

Touitou’s mon did pay for a
lawyer to help with her defense.
Her mom also lost 40 pounds and
came close to kidney failure from
the stress. Touitou, who is heavier
now, entered jail at 145 pounds and
spent 90 days locked up. “I had
tormented myself by not asking for
help,” said Touitou.

While in jail, she completed

Continued on Page 6
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» HOME TAPING IS KILLING MUSIC

Since the 80's
has piracy

made

music

DEAD OR ALIVE?

AND IT'S ILLEGAL

Bands make it big without help of record labels

By CHEN LIN
Online editor

200,000 albumssold, critical ac-
claim, and recognition by Rolling
Stone as 2005’s “Hot New Band” -
allthingsthat, until the advent of the
Internet, could never have happened
for the band Clap Your Hands and
Say Yeah. The until-then unheard-
of-group, whose success last year
was attributed largely to attention
fromahandful of privately run MP3
blogs, made record earnings for a
self-released debut album. While
Clap Your Hands celebrated their
success on tour, record industry

bigwigs shuddered, seeing its suc-
cess as an omen of their imminent
demise.

Not that’s at all a bad thing.
What, for example, might have
happened if instead of mailing out
copies of their album to reviewers,
Clap Your Hands had instead relied
on a major label for promotion and
distribution?

To begin with, probably none
of the Big Five - the major label
companies that own about 75% of
the market - would have picked
them up. Clap Your Hands is not
radio-friendly enough. Their music
would hardly appeal to casual listen-

ers, used to expensively produced
major-label pop, on a frst listen.
And if somehow Clap Your Hands
had received acontract, they’d have
to Frst crawl through the complex
labyrinth of promotion, contract
signing and management fees that
would leave them eventually with
what producer Steve Albini, in
his article for Maximum Rock N’
Roll, “The Problem with Music,”
estimates is about $4,000 per
band member. That’s probably a
very conservative guess, but most
bands typically don’t expect above
a middle-class income with any
deal. Needless to say, job security

is hardly guaranteed.

But Clap Your Hands, by using
the Internet, became free of the
overhead, making more money
and granting themselves complete
artistic freedom. The Net, with its
freely available music, self-pub-
lishing critics and speed-of-light
spreading memes is a medium for
distribution of music that democra-
tizes what once was the exclusive
domain of commercial-oriented
“talent” seekers. No wonder the
music industry’s scared.

For the last couple decades,
since the cassette player came to
prominence, the music industry

has undergone consolidation both
horizontally and vertically. It is
dominated today by a cartel of
the Big Five, the OPEC of music.
The largest companies, those who
had the bankroll, began buying
up smaller, independent labels
and distributors, eliminating both
family-owned record stores and
independent chains. It also hap-
pened that these were the same
distributors mostwilling to carry or
help promote less well-known art-
ists. Intheir place were retail giants
like Tower Records and WalMart
that cater only to the Big Five’s

Continued on Page 3

Has America become safer since pre-9/11 days?

By ERIC DORMAN
Staff writer

Is America really any safer now
than it was in the days leading up
to Sept. 11? It’s a question that’s
been voiced by many, and one that
is always answered with a blanket
“Yes”—and few reasons—by
the powers that be. However, the
most recent questioner just might
make Washington sit up and take
notice.

“Somehow American leadership
managed to create a more danger-
ous world,” wrote Kevin Tillman,

Campus COMMENT »>> : :
If you could legalize anything, what would it be?

ANTHONY MILLAN

Business
L 2

“Gay marriage-gay people are
Americans; they have rights too.”

younger brother of Pat Tillman,
who famously gave up a multimil-
lion dollar NFL contract in order to
serve in Irag. “Somehow the most
reasonable, trusted and respected
country in the world has become
one of the most irrational, belliger-
ent, feared and distrusted countries
in the world.”

The younger Tillman has every
reason to comment on this issue.
Pat was killed on April 22, 2004,
by “friendly fre.”

Tillman is right to be indignant,
because the simple answer to the
“Are We Safer?” question is “No.”
We are facing more terrorist at-
tacks per year than ever before—in

SURJIT KAUR

2005, worldwide terrorist attacks
increased to 11,111, four times
greater than the previous total, ac-
cordingtoanApril Washington Post
article. We are detaining innocent
civilians at airports for interroga-
tion simply for having the same
name asasuspected terrorist, while
real threats—such as the men who
bombed the London subway—are
absent from the no-fy list. We let
the NSA tap our phones—but have
they foiled any plots, uncovered any
evidence from their endeavors?

Gives you areal feeling of secu-
rity, doesn’t it?

Whether or not you believe
invading Irag was a mistake,

there can be no doubt that it has
contributed to the rash of terror-
ist attacks worldwide. Of those
11,111 terrorist attacks mentioned,
30 percent occurred in Irag. Our
removal of Saddam Hussein, at a
great cost of American and Iraqgi
life, has turned Iraq into a breed-
ing ground for terrorists. Saddam,
while without a doubt a tyrant
and a dictator, was also a strong
ruler and kept anyone he didn’t
approve of out of lraq. After our
invasion—ahem!—*“Operation
Iragi Freedom” into Iraq in 2003,
we’ve opened Iraq up to terrorists
until we can getorganized. And that
organization, asyouall know, is not

proceeding smoothly.

But the problem isn’t so much
who we invaded—although that
certainly is problem enough—»but
rather, whowe didn’tinvade. These
days, we almost never hear about
U.S. troops combating terror in
Afghanistan, the headquarters of
Osama Bin Laden as well as the
terrorists behind 9/11. So far, we
have a grand total of 17,900 U.S.
troops in Afghanistan: nothing to
the approximately 134,000 soldiers
America has deployed in Iraqg.

So, in short, the U.S. isn’t safer
today than it was on 9/11. We’ve
squandered our resources in lraq,

Continued on Page 3
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International programs obtain a leader

By CHEN LIN
Online editor

Small and untidy, Eddie West’s
offce appears hardly an apt con-
tainer for the man’sexuberant spirit.
Boxes brimwith unpacked material
throughout, bindersand paperwork
stacked tall barricade an entire door.
In its center is West, himself more
casual even than his surroundings.
Today, he has on a plaid button-up
with no tie; on his round face, a
gold-colored Van Dyke.

Westisanexpressive talker. Like
a trapped mime, his hands press
outward toward the bounds of an
imaginary container, pushing by
telekinesis against the enveloping
dry wall. He tries to breach the
boundaries keeping him from the
hallway beyond. No luck however,
nothingin his office appearsto have
yet given way.

But West, the new director of
international programsand services
at Ohlone, knows well the value of
patience. Press as he might, the job
of expanding Ohlone’sinternational

outreach, exchange and enrollment
he’s taken on will take years to see
any result.

Before engaging in outreach
overseas or hosting exchange stu-
dentshere, West must frstestablish
the required infrastructure athome,
starting with the simplest, most
overlooked basics. Today, he’s
setting up an international FedEx
account online for Ohlone so infor-
mation can be mailed to prospective
exchange students.

Part of his job’s challenge, and
what makes it unique, is that no
real administration has existed for
the coordination of international
projects until West. Ohlone lacked
the initiative, as the consequences
have shown.

Compared to a national average
of 4 percent international student
enrollment, Ohlone has only 1
percent, consisting only of about
70 students. Internationally, the
average is 6 percent.

What’s different today, and what
has led to the creation of West’s
offce, is a renewed interest in

developing Ohlone’s international
presence, according to West, largely
headed by President Doug Tread-
way. Beginning in January 2004
with the Taizhou sister college
exchange, Treadway’s enterprise
has encouraged progress in a feld
once stagnant at Ohlone. Probably,
said West, Treadway and others
simply asked, “why are we behind
the curve?” Ohlone, said West in
response, “never devoted enough
resources and attention to those
areas.”

Now that the ball is rolling, only
West can steer it. With no real prec-
edent, he only has pastexperience to
work from. Previously at Kokusai
College of Foreign Language in
Japan, he helped recruit students
for a study abroad program to the
U.S. and Europe.

That role, combined with a real
empathy for “what it’s like to leave
everything you know and love and
to make a new life for yourself,”
gives West a “more holistic world-
view” on the international program
at Ohlone. Moreover, he thinks he

“understands what this globaliza-
tion thing is.”

A heady concept, but one that
has lately become gradually more
tangible. What began in 1989 with
the BerlinWall’s collapse continues
today with the advent of the Internet
and of outreach programs like at
Ohlone.

West is only one of many, per-
haps millions, working actively
to form a better understanding of
cultures and people unlike ours,
breaching traditional geographical
boundaries.

Sitting in his offce last Friday,
onoccasiondisrupted by the phone,
West eagerly defended Ohlone’s
international program, arguing for
its practicality against detractors
who say the program brings no
discernible beneft. Ohlone’sunique
location in one of America’s most
diverse regions, said West, gives
it “so much potential to be a great
and active player in the feld of
international education.”

In this regard, West is none too
humble about his involvement, and

Photo by Sharon Quintana
Director Eddie West

the prospect of having a key role
globalizing the Bay Area excites
him.

Only three weeks into his new
job, West has frst to understand the
intricacies of Ohlone’sbureaucracy
before exploring complex overseas
collegiate relationships.

“l am still learning as much as
I can about how Ohlone works,”
said West.

Band’s online marketing approach more effective

Continued from Page 2
demands. With avertical monopoly
on the industry, the Big Five could
then raise the cost of entry into the
business, making it increasingly
harder for independent labels to
distribute or sell their music through
major label-run companies.

Whatthe musicindustry couldn’t
own, they manipulated. Because
music is an experience good - it has
to be heard to be really evaluated
- radio is, or was, an ideal way to
promote new music. Payola, the
bribing of radio stations to play
certain artists, is today handled
by a select coterie of industry
representatives calling themselves
“The Network.” It’s not the same
drug dealing, prostitute pimping
scandal that unfolded in the 60’s,
but it’s still as infuential, and just
as illegal. The Network can afford
payola independent labels cannot,
effectively fencing out most inde-
pendent labels with skyrocketing
promotional costs.

Producing a successful record

shouldn’t cost anything more than
decent equipment and exceptional
talent — about $25,000 at most.
Instead, it has become for major
labels a sometimes multimillion-
dollarenterprise involving bigname
producers, high quality equipment
rental and extensive media promo-
tion. Gradually, still-independent
labels found the cost of putting a
record to marketbecoming increas-
ingly out of reach. As entry barriers
rose, fewer frms could get started
in the industry. Meanwhile, the Big
Five kept buying up existing labels
until each company dominated
between 10 percent and 20 percent
of the market — totaling in 2002
to some 75 percent. As a result,
companiesthatshirked commercial
success for artistic merit could not
compete againstthe millionswhich
major labels poured into one-hit-
wondersand boy bands. Innovation
was stifed.

But with the Internet came hope.
As Clap Your Hands effectively
demonstrated last year, the Net is

the ideal alternative to major label
distribution. Promotion canbe done
free of charge by word of mouth
through either the blogosphere
or Myspace, while distribution is
handled using fle sharing or with
iTunes. Success among bands is
selected according to quality, by
fans with real taste. Labels will
fnd bribing bloggers diffcult, as
not only will the community po-
lice itself, but also because so few
answer to commercial interests.
Unlike today’s radio, which also
suffers intensely from consolida-
tion, blogs are not, and cannot
because of their non-proft nature,
be controlled with payola.

The onset of the Web does not
mean the demise of the independent
label. Rather, it marks its revival.
When Clap Your Hands became an
overnightblockbuster, forexample,
it signed with British label Wichita
Records. Distribution of albums, the
kind with coversand plastic casing,
isstill best handled by labels. Inthe
past, new advances in technology

— the radio, phonograph, cassette,
and compact disc, have always
helped lower the cost of entry into
the industry, usheringinanewwave
of independent label startups. The
Internet is no different, except that,
because it’s practically free, the ma-
jor labels can never control it, like
they have with other mediums.
There’s no doubt, however, that
they’re trying. Record labels have
resorted to suing consumers for
downloading music freely on the
Web. If anything, these actions
speak more to the major labels’
lack of ethics than the threat of
piracy on revenue. Major label
PR reps exaggerate figures of
loss, sometimes placing it above
total international record industry
revenue. In fact, this number is
derived from the false assumption
that every download is a lost sale.
Most people couldn’t afford the
volume of music they download,
much less take the risk of buying
analbumwithout knowing ifthey’d
like it. Keep in mind that music is

Students bulld houses In Mexico

By NOAH LEVIN
Staff writer

For three years now, Ohlone
College’s Interact club has been
going to Tijiuana, Mexico in the
fall and winter to build houses.
Sponsored by Rotary International,
the club travels to Mexico to par-
ticipate as part of Project Corazon,

ahumanitarian outreach projectthat
helps poor families in Mexico that
want a new house. Corazon is open
to anyone who is interested and ap-
plicationsto volunteer can be found
on their website. The families have
to meet certain requirements set by
the project.

Once a year, the members go to
San Diego for three days, two of

which they spend across the border
in Mexico, where the club members
build one house a day. “The frst
time I did it, | handed the mother a
key to the house, she started to cry,
because she had never had a house
she could lock, just guard dogs in
the front yard,” said Club leader
Tatiyana Hamady.

Hamady described the trips as

Ohlone to hire sustainability

By ERIC DORMAN
Staff writer

Ohlone College has sent out a
job listing for an environmental
sustainability coordinator and fve
faculty members have already ap-
plied for the position, according to
President Doug Treadway.

The coordinator would oversee
the college’s inputs (such as water
and electricity) and waste output,
and coordinate the two in an effort

to make the campus as effcient as
possible.

Environmental sustainability,
helping preserve the environment
for future generations, is increas-
ingly becoming a concern, espe-
cially in California. Ohlone, along
with other colleges, has tried to be
as green as possible, especially in
its currently under-construction
Newark campus, which will devote
special attention to preserving the
environment.

Treadway said that the decision
to hire a coordinator was partially
for fnancial reasons as reducing
consumption and waste would save
the campus money butitisalso part
of a conscious effort to leave less
of an imprint on the environment.
He said that the public’s environ-
mental awareness had increased
in recent years and that is was
important that the campus raise its
own awareness.

Treadway will be conducting

deeply moving, connecting the
volunteers to the families they help
in a profound way. Upon fnishing
her frst house a few years ago, the
recipients of the house and volun-
teers alike began to cry together.
Amidst tears of joy and feelings of
a job well done, the mother of the
family exclaimed, “Tonightwe will
live like kings!”

manager

interviews for the position shortly.
The position will be part-time,
though it could be increased to
full-time if necessary.

Though many people say they
support the environment, said
Treadway, few are willing to take
action. Hiring the coordinator, he
said, is about taking action.

“The consequences of not tak-
ing action are very severe,” said
Treadway, “For us, and for the
planet as well.”

an experience good. The Internet
is thus a promotional medium the
way radio once was, allowing fans
to evaluate music before purchase.
Thus, the Internet effectively makes
up for sales it otherwise would re-
duce, a conjecture supported by a
study conducted at the University
of North Carolina.

The Internet, if and when it re-
places the major label system, will
usher in an era of musical variety
unseen since before radio. The mu-
sicbusinesswill become, according
to New York magazine (“Facingthe
Music” by Michael Wolff), “in size
and proft margins, the book busi-
ness” —millions of new artists, few
blockbusters, and average sales in
the ten thousands range.

Gonewill bethe celebrity culture
developed by major label market-
ers. People will have true variety.
In essence, consolidation of record
companiesisthefoe. If government
will not regulate it, then the people
must. The Internet, thankfully, is
just the tool for the task.

Safer?

Continued from Page 2

without doing anything major on
the real battlefront, Afghanistan.
Soldiers are dying in Irag, and we
still haven’t caught Bin Laden.
We’ve placed a reward for his head
at a measly $25 million. We’re
spending that much every seven
hours in Irag.

It’seasy toget caught up in nega-
tivity involving America’s safety, or
lack thereof—an offense you may
likely accuse the writer of thisarticle
of. Still, we can change things for
the better. We must hold account-
ablethose responsible for America’s
failings, and demand an explanation
of their actions. And furthermore,
we must learn from this, in an effort
to really make America a safer and
stronger country.

Itwill take many more deaths like
Pat Tillman’s before his brother’s
words are recognized.

But let’s remember his words
and work toward making America
truly a safer nation.
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Council tours the
Newark Campus
under construction

Photo by Morgan Brinlee

Clockwise from top:
A view of the New-
ark Center for Health
and Sciences. Leta
Stagnaro discusses
the construction
progress with a fel-
low College Council
member. Ohlone Col-
lege Council members
survey the 80 acres of
land surrounding the
Newark Center from
the second story of a
building under con-
struction. A member
of the Turner Con-
struction crew sweeps
the new concrete at
the Newark Center.
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mpus grows IN Newark

Continued from Page 1
President Doug Treadway.

Out of a planned 800 parking stalls, only 600 have
been able to be mapped out. Both members of Ohlone’s
College Council and Turner Construction are worried
about students safely crossing Cherry Street in order
to get to the Newark Center. They are working with
the AC Transit Public Transportation Authority to
see if a bus stop can be added directly in front of the
college in order to make transportation to and from
the school easier for students.

The surrounding 80 acres of land at the Newark
site currently sits as dirt and, while some of it will
be turned into parking lots, the future of all 80 acres
is not yet certain. “The long-term plan is that this
[the land] will be built out with more buildings, but
those buildings are dependant on the industry,” said
Stagnaro. The College Council hopes that the future
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Newark Campus will have the space and tools to offer
students training in various industry felds.

The much-discussed geothermal heating and cooling
coils have been covered and the construction crew has
planned to plant grass on top of them. Currently, the
construction crews are preparing to put in solar panels
along with two enthalpy wheels. The enthalpy wheels
work as an energy recapture system to cool the outside
air before it reaches the air conditioning system, so that
theair conditioning system does not have towork as hard
to cool the building. Each wheel stands about 20 feet
in diameter and will be housed on top of the building.
Both energy saving devices will help to save the college
money as well as preserve the environment.

Those interested in following up with the construction
of the Newark Center may view photos as well as watch
the construction happen in real time via a webcam by
visiting www.ohlone.edu/org/newark/chst.
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Tony May’s exhibit titled ‘R.C. Boat’ hangs in the Louie-Meager Art Gallery.

‘Meager Retrospective’ by artist Tony May
opens in the Louie-Meager Art Gallery

By MICHAEL ABURAS
Staff writer

The Louie-Meager Art Gallery
at the Smith Center has never been
so happy to look so gray.

At the request of artist Tony
May, in preparation for his exhibit
running through Dec.4, the Louie-
Meager art gallery and hallway in
frontofthe G. Craig Jackson Theater
has been painted gray. “I like it so
much as gray, we’re going to leave
itthatway” said gallery directorand
curator Margaret Stainer. Stainer
added “Ithas much more dimension
and changes with the light where
white doesn’t.”

Stainer said that this show is
considerably different fromthe last,
which had more traditional paint-
ings on the walls and sculptures
behind a white back drop. Stainer
described May as very mixed media,
and everything isa part of hiswork.
“Any sight installation artist is like
that” said Stainer. The lighting sys-
tem in the art gallery has also been
reintegrated at May’s request.

It took a group effort from artist
Tony May, histwo children, former
Ohlone studentWill McDonald, and
current Ohlone students art history
major Lydia Leonard and interior
design major Shizuka Nakazaki,
along with artist David Gutierez as

well as others to paint the gallery
and hall gray.

The exhibit by May is titled “The
Meager Retrospective,” which is a
pun playing with the name of the
Louie-Meager gallery and covers
a 40-year span of May’s career.
The exhibit will feature around 22
paintings documenting pieces he
has built, 10 pieces document home
improvement and the exhibit also
features sculptures and maquettes.
“In general all the paintings are
documentaries. Style-wisethey’reall
photo-realistic,” said May. In other
words, the paintingsare made to look
like photographs, but, are made out
of acrylic, explained May.

Six of the paintings will docu-
ment different views of a piece he
calls “T. House.” The “T. house”
was originally assembled in May’s
backyard; itwas considered afusion
of sculpture and architecture and
was Japanese inspired. May builtthe
house after he returned from a trip
to Japan which was part of an artist
sister city exchange program with
San Jose’s sister city Okayama, Ja-
pan. May described the “T. House™
as having a mid west farm building
(May grew up in Wisconsin) and
Japanese traditional architectural
feel. But May hasalways been infu-
enced by Japanesearchitecture even
before his trip. The “T. House™ is

still present in May’s backyard and
is used as a personal gallery.

Another maquette that will be on
display atthe Louie-Meager gallery
is a small scale model replica of a
maquette that May and artist Lonny
Tomono collaborated on titled “T.
Tree House™. The original piece was
6 by 6 by 6 feet and was 6 feet off
the ground so people could, theoreti-
cally, go inside and have tea.

Humor is present in May’s work
as fve layers of resin and hundreds
of pages of irony could describe the
exhibittitled the “R.C. Boat™ hang-
ing upside down from the ceiling
of the Louie-Meager gallery. The
boat was brought home by his son,
lan, and a friend after they found
it in Los Gatos Creek in San Jose.
“| repaired it and ‘artifed’ it,” said
May. The boat was covered in fve
layers of resin and the pages from
two different versions of Robinson
Crusoe. The only difference in the
two editions is the quality of paper
they were printed on. Because of
the difference in quality, it creates
a checkered pattern using the color
tone and has mirror and light for
people to look under it.

May has rowed the boat, but
before he did, May performed a
test sinking and found it to be ad-
equately buoyant and able to hold
two people comfortably. This sum-

mer May and artist David Couteer
took the boat out on a reservoir in
San Jose. “He’s [Couteer] my old
boating buddy,” said May.

“Variable Book Construction™ is
another maquette that is on display.
Originally inspired by the old wing
of the San Jose Art Museum, which
at one time, was a library. The ex-
hibit, was hanging from the lobby
ceiling of the San Jose Museum
of Art. The concept was a play on
words said May who also calls the
piece Book Mobile alluding to the
“Mobile” style of sculpture.

Alexander Calder, one of the
most infuential sculptures of 20th
Century, iscreated with the invention
of the “Mobile” which is a sculpture
with hanging or wire parts whose
movement can be infuenced by
wind. May’s sculpture or maquette
has books hanging down from the
design, thus the name variable book
construction or book “Mobile.”

For students that have beento the
Guadalupe River Park in San Jose,
they will fnd a familiar piece titled
Remembering Agriculture. The
maquette is a replica of the publicly
commissioned work May worked on
from 1994-797 featuring different
multicolored windmills.

May has been retired for a year
after teaching at San Jose State for
38 years.

Shakespeare’s tragic couple, Romeo and Juliet,
soon to appear for Ohlone deaf, hearing students

By MANIKA CASTERLINE
Staff writer

Oh Romeo! Oh Romeo! Where-
fore art thou, my Romeo? Ohlone
College’s Theatre Departmentadap-
tation of the Shakespearean classic
RomeoandJulietisafarcry fromthe
classical Elizabethan version.

This interpretation draws upon
a vast range of modern cultural
aspects. Actors worked on utilizing
pieces from their own wardrobes
and customized them with the guid-
ance of the production’s costume
designer. Swords are not used for
the Fghting like they initially were in
original versions. Instead Ohlone’s

theatrical players strike each other
with chains, steel pipes and their
fsts of fury.

“Even when they use Shake-
speare’s words they move like
they are punk’d [sic] out 18-year-
olds,” Director Tom Blank said of
how the roles are portrayed to the
audience.

Gang violence is athematic con-
nection that the Romeo and Juliet
play highlights. Blank said, “We
brought in the Tri-City Anti Gang
Violence Task Force. And a couple
of the detectives on that team came
and did a presentation for us and
talked to us about gang activity in
Fremont, Newark and Union City...

They guided us away from being
real gang identifable...Don’t in
any way even come close to trying
to realistically recreate a gang be-
cause even thought we think we are
deliveringamessage. A15-year-old
kid may misinterpret it”.

The production has also trav-
eled to various junior high and
high schools. It made a stop at a
San Mateo junior high campus on
Oct 19. Blank said, “The audience
last Thursday was quite captivated
in their own way. High school and
junior high students tend to be
unpredictable. Several times the
production was interrupted with
applause and they were so caught

up in it. And the teachers were
stunned. They were expecting a
little rag-tag group and were really
quite amazed by the quality of the
whole production.” They visited
local Fremont high school Irvington
this Tuesday and the adaptation will
be performed at all Fremont high
schools as well.

Romeo and Juliet will be per-
formed at 8 p.m Nov. 2 to 4 at the
Smith Center’s Jackson Theatre.

There will be a different cast
performing for each night and the
performance will be interpreted for
deaf students on the opening night.
Apost performance discussion will
be held after the show.

Deuvil's
Advocate

By ANNA
NEMCHUK
Editor-in-chief

‘Bully’ plays nice

To blame everyone else for
your problems is a perfectly hu-
man thing. After all, relationships
don’t work because she/he is a
cheating idiot - your lack of emo-
tional contribution to the affair
has nothing to do with the matter.
Heaven forbid you actually spend
time with your kids when the
television makes such a stellar
baby-sitter. Moreover, you’re not
fat, you’re big-boned and proud
of it - and the fve gallons of diet
soda and three packs of potato
chips you guzzle and snarf down
a day are much more effective
than jogging regularly, since it’s
your biceps you need to tone, not
your calves.

Hate, no, actually, love to
break it to you - simply because
“everyone” does something,
doesn’t make it right.

The video game Grand Theft
Auto came under fre a bit ago
for containing a hidden mini-
game that evoked a love scene
between the main character and
his girlfriend. With hackers glee-
fully pouncing on “Hot Coffee”
for a cheap thrill, conservatives
and self-appointed public decency
offcers just as gleefully pouncing
on the sequence as further am-
munition in the fght for censor-
ship, some people were asking
why more of a fuss was being
made over one sex scene between
a couple than the game’s rather
extravagant display of violence.

Ladies and gentlemen, Rock-
star’s back. Bully, for Playstation
2, was released Oct. 17 and is re-
tailing for under $40; it has been
continuously condemned since
the concept was frst announced
more than a year ago.

Veering from GTA in concept
but perhaps not in spirit, Bully is
a huge, 3-dimensional theme park
of a game, taking place in a pri-
vate school Jimmy has been con-
signed to by his Fighty mother.
The point of the game is realistic
- get through the school year, get
along with your classmates, don’t
get caught by the teachers.

Jimmy is not the bully; he
fghts or outsmarts them, decides
what cliques, if any, to join,
whether to work and increase cer-
tain abilities by going to classes.
While he does beat others up,
there is no blood or death in the
game and Jimmy’s been com-
pared to Bart Simpson in level of
mischievousness.

Nonetheless, the game has and
continues to be labeled a Colum-
bine RPG, since, as we all know,
that entire mess only happened
because of video games.

| say rock on, Rockstar. Instead
of getting stuck in adult-only ter-
ritory and making GTA clones for
the next 20 years, the company’s
hit the teen market very close to
home with an entertaining game
that empathizes thinking, strategy
and even attending classes as the
best ways to get through high
school - an ordeal that would be
infnitely more enjoyable if we
could view it as a game.









