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Dancers
get down
Bliss dancer Mad-
eleine Hoang ele-
gantly twisting. Her 
choreography will 
be featured in Bliss 
Dance Company’s 
“My Water Broke!” 
at Ohlone’s Craig 
Jackson Theatre on 
Nov. 10 and 11.

Story on Page 5

By Michael Aburas
Staff writer

About  six years ago a creative 
flame was extinguished at Ohlone. 
Next semester the hiatus will end 
as Ohlone will see the return of a 
once-a-semester magazine tenta-
tively titled “Tomahawk.”

The last time the school had 
a magazine was in the late ‘90s, 

named Legend, according to Jour-
nalism Instructor Bill Parks. English 
professor Cynthia Katona advised 
the magazine for 20 years, and 
although there were two part-time 
advisers after that, “Katona just 
stopped doing it, and we didn’t find 
anyone to take it over permanently,” 
said Parks.

The magazine was started by 
pioneering journalism instructor 

Florence Reynolds and the original 
title was “i.e.” Katona took over the 
magazine in the 1970’s and the name 
was changed to “The Legend.”

“It was a very difficult but sat-
isfying, job,” said Katona. She is 
currently in Australia, leading a 
group of students in a study-abroad 
program. 

“I thought a younger faculty 
member would take it over, but that 

Ohlone’s magazine to return as ‘Tomahawk’
never happened. It is an unusual po-
sition, since the person has to have 
skills in writing, photography and 
design.  The magazine had literary 
submissions, non-fiction articles, 
artwork, photography, sometimes 
even musical scores and maps,” 
added Katona.

A year ago, Ceative Writting In-
structor Carmen Madden attempted 
to revive the magazine, but ran into 

hindrances. She was not a journal-
ism instructor, and the magazine 
class falls under the journalism 
department. “We wanted to do it 
for a long time, but we needed 
someone from journalism to do it,” 
said Madden. Another obstacle was 
funding. “Questions always came 
up for money,” added Madden.

This semester student Mathew A. 
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By Michael Aburas
Staff writer 
and by Noah Levin
Staff writer 

Ohlone College will host its 
next World Forum on Monday, 
Nov. 13 at the Jackson Theater in 
the Smith Center. The forum will 
focus on the violence in the Darfur 
region of Sudan. The speaker will be 

Paul Freedman, an award-winning 
independent filmmaker. The forum 
will take place in two sessions, one 
at noon and one at 7 p.m.

Freedman is a Peabody award-
winning independent filmmaker 
and Bay Area native. He has been 
studying and examining the conflict 
in the Darfur region for more than  
two and a half years making his 
newest film, a recently completed 

documentary. Segments from the 
film will be shown during the 
forum.

According to the Human Rights 
Watch organization, the Sudanese 
government arms and supports 
Arab “Jangaweit” militias which 
have committed numerous attacks 
on the civilian population of the 
African Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa 
ethnic groups. In addition, the U.S. 

Department of State website states 
the death toll since the start of the 
conflict in 2003 is between 98,000 
and 181,000, although various 
sources have conflicting numbers. 

Freedman’s film career was 
redefined when he was sent to 
cover the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 
The Ohlone web site says that in 
Rwanda’s killing fields, Freedman 
found the focus of his career: the 

documentary as a tool for social 
change. In addition, the Ohlone 
website states, “It since has be-
come Paul’s impassioned goal and 
commitment to tell the immediate 
story of the ‘next Rwanda’ - Darfur, 
Sudan - before it, too, becomes the 
tragic subject of yet another histori-
cal documentary.”

Monday’s World Fourm will be 
the last of the semester.

By Eric Dorman
Staff writer

Richard Watters and John Weed 
were elected to the College Board 
of Trustees during Wednesday’s 
election. Incumbent Weed won by a 
margin of 10 percent and Watters by 
a margin of almost 50 percent.

This is the first time Watters will 
serve on the board; the incumbent 
Weed has been on the board since 
1977.

Watters, running for the Newark 
region of the Board, received 23, 
808 votes  (73.05 percent) while his 
opponent, Olga Borjon, received 8, 
579 votes. Weed received 18,361 

Watters and Weed win board election
votes (54.89 percent) to Jan Giovan-
nini-Hill’s 14, 845 votes.

The two winning candidates 
mentioned different priorities for 
the upcoming term. Watters said 
he would focus on science and 
technology at the college, accord-
ing to an interview by the Tri City 
Voice. He also said he would work 
to minimize strife within the Board 
of Trustees.

 “I will stand up for what I be-
lieve,” said Watters. “I believe that 
at times the board is micromanaging 
and sometimes not enough manage-
ment. The board should focus on 
the big picture.”

“I think there are many positive 

things that are happening at Ohlone 
right now,” Watters added. “And 
I think we need to focus more on 
those things.”

Weed mentioned bonds as one 
of his main concerns. He talked 
about one bond in particular, the 
$150 million bond approved in 
2002 that is being used to build 
the Newark campus. He said that 
money might be used to build more 
parking lots, as well as a brand new 
baseball field.

The Board of Trustees votes 
on almost anything that effects 
the college, from budget expendi-
tures to college employment, said 
Patrice Birkedahl, director of Col-

lege Relations. It also ratifies any 
appointment made by the college 
president.

The Board has seven members, 
five from Fremont and two from 
Newark. This year, two Fremont 
seats and two Newark seats were 
up for reelection. In 2008, the re-
mainder of the Fremont seats will 
be up. The seat Watters ran for was 
a Newark seat vacated by longtime 
trustee Ruthie Foster when she an-
nounced she would step down in 
September. Weed was running for 
re-election.

The remainder of board members 
up for re-election this year, Board 
Vice President Bill McMillin and 

Garrett Yee, ran unopposed.
Watters will begin his term on 

the board on Nov. 30.
Watters was criticized by some 

early on in his campaign for moving 
from Fremont to Newark in order 
to run for the seat. His opponent, 
Borjon, on the other hand, had 
lived in Newark for about 30 years. 
Watters also spent far more money 
on his campaign than Borjon, about 
$10,000 to only $5,000.

 “My inclusion on the Ohlone 
board is a natural fit,” Watters 
said to the Tri City Voice. “I have 
no greater joy than working in a 
college atmosphere and with the 
students.”

Peabody-winning director to speak at forum 
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By Omer Ahmed
News editor

In about 20 years, Mickey Mouse will be 
100 years old and, even after all that time, 
he will still be the exclusive property of the 
Walt Disney Company. Furthermore, the 
company’s ownership will allow them to 
continue to sue anyone who uses the image 
or likeness of Mickey even though his creator 
died long ago. 

After  a 
h u n d r e d 
years, most 
p o p u l a r 
ideas and 
works ba-
sically be-
come part of 

the larger culture. Such ideas become part of 
our cultural heritage and should be open to 
new interpretations and expression. How-
ever, the repeated and endless extension of 
copyrights effectively destroys this cultural 
assimilation of ideas and freedom of use. If 
it were not for the current copyright system, 
Mickey and a handful of his cartoon associ-
ates would have become public property in 
2003 and artists would no longer have to 
worry about being sued if they attempt to 

By Anna Nemchuk
Editor-in-chief

Imitation as the sincerest form of flattery 
is not a philosophy that washed in grade 
school. If you caught someone copying from 
your paper before you hit puberty, chances 
are fists would fly.

Even now, the phrase rings shallow. The 
best teacher is one that inspires their students 
to go farther than they ever did, do more 

and better, 
not rinse and 
r e p e a t .  A 
brilliant art-
ist is not one 
who xeroxes 
a Monet but 
someone who 

applies some of their own technique to bring 
forth a brilliant new art form.

Aside from that, stealing someone else’s 
ideas is just plain rude and may end up hurting 
the creator, whether financially or otherwise, 
never mind stifling creativity. This is why we 
have copyrights, trademarks and patents.

Out of all three, patents are probably the 
most socially important primarily because 

Copyrights: are they too effective too long?

Chris clifton
Undecided

Jerome Napacena
Journalism

Matthew Wouters
Psychology

Lasite luke
Business Law

crystal smith
Visual Committee

“Tim Curry as ‘It’ in Stephen 
King’s ‘Everyone is Afraid of 

Clowns’.”
“‘Leatherface’.”“Michael Myers as ‘The 

Slasher’.”
“That girl from ‘The Ring’.”“‘The Leprechaun’ from the 

Leprechaun movies.”

Who is the scariest onscreen monster?

PRO CON

 Proper copyright laws 
effectively propagate 
new ideas and creativity

 Copyright laws stunt 
innovation and  
improvement of old ideas

they focus on inventions and so tend to cover 
scientific, technological and medical discov-
eries that potentially affect the well-being of 
a large amount of people. Copyrights protect 
artistic and intellectual rights while trade-
marks register particular words or symbols 
for commercial purposes.

Obviously, not all ownership rights are 
created equal. The laboratory that discovers 
the AIDS antidote, at a point hopefully not far 
in the future, should certainly make money 
on it, as well as reap copious, copious heaps 
of praise, but should not be allowed to keep 
the discovery under wraps for any longer than 
absolutely necessary, as society is based on the 
premise that human life generally supercedes 
all other laws.

On the other hand, the lawsuits brought 
by the Recording Industry Association of 
America against college students, single 
mothers and veterans are ridiculous, utterly 
callous and downright mean-spirited, not to 
mention ineffective.

It all comes down to a simple question: 
if you come up with an idea and execute it, 
in whatever form, do you have the right to 
control the use of that idea?

The answer, as always is “Yes, but…”
To every rule there are exceptions, there 

will always be unique circumstances, and 
life simply isn’t black or white, no matter 
how many laws people attempt to make to 
that effect.

Yes, but it shouldn’t cause physical hu-
man suffering. An available AIDS cure not 
distributed for ideological reasons or only at a 

use Mickey for their own purposes.
The basis of all modern copyright law in the 

United States is based on Article I, Section 8, 
Clause 8 of the Constitution, otherwise known 
as the intellectual property clause. The clause 
grants the government the right “To Promote 
the Progress of Science and useful Arts, 
by securing, for limited Times, to Authors 
and Inventors, the exclusive Right to their 
respective Writings and Discoveries.” The 
dilemma in enforcing this passage comes in 
balancing the public’s access to information 
and the creators’ and corporations’ ability to 
profit from their work.

At the moment, the balance seems unfor-
tunately skewed in favor of corporations like 
Disney. Copyrights last for the lifetime of 
the creator plus 70 years in most cases. If an 
employee creates a work as part of his job, 
the copyright last 95 years after the creator’s 
death and the copyright would belong to the 
corporation. With the average life expectancy 
being 77 years, a copyright for intellectual 
property created for a company when the 
author is 30 would last for 132 years. Nations 
rise and fall within such a time. Entire lives 
are lived. It is a huge amount of time for 
anything to be kept from the public.

The works of author James Joyce provide 
another good, though less cartoony, example 
of how copyright regulation has extended 
far beyond reason. Joyce’s modernist novel 
“Ulysses” is considered a classic of the last 
century. Unfortunately, the novel is also a 
dense tomb of exposition and the currently 
in-print editions are filled with editorial errors. 

Continued on Page 3 Continued on Page 3
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By CHRISTA MEIER
Photo editor

The group True Old School, also 
known as T.O.S, has created a posi-
tive public service announcement 
titled “Bad Habits, Safe Sex.”

The announcement, in the form 
of a rap video directed by student 
Ivy Brawner, has its goal the  pro-
moting of  safe sex and underlining 
important information about HIV 
and other sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

Brawner’s hope is that by doing 
this rap video, he might be able 
to change at least one person’s 
sexual habits for the better and 

assist in spreading the word about 
safe sex.

Brawner came up with the idea 
for a music video to allow students 
at Ohlone a chance to showcase their 
talents while demonstrating what 
they know about safe sex.

The video segment was shot 
Friday behind the Smith Center. 
Between 60 and 70 people ended 
up participating in the filming as 
characters and extras. The set was 
constructed as an alley, with people 
lined up waiting to get into the 
fictional “Club Life.” 

Some characters were clothed 
in normal day clothes while others 
were dressed in outfits appropriate 

for clubbing. Brawner’s character 
was the center of attention. He led 
himself through the crowd of people 
and straight to the door of the club, 
all while rapping about safe sex.

After the final edit, a commercial 
will be sent to Black Entertainment 
Television, for the “wrap it up” seg-
ment. According to Brawner, the 
video’s makers have also found a 
lead on how to get their segment to 
the Magic Johnson Foundation.

Branwer said the final editing 
should take no more than two to 
three weeks before airing.

As of now, TOS is in the process 
of shooting the first video for their 
album.

Students film safe sex video

Ohlone to get three dozen new Macs
Ivy Brawner and beatboxer ‘Maja’ being filmed 
with extras for ‘Bad Habits, Safe Sex.’

Photo by Christa Meier

In an article titled 
“Teachers defend their 
rights with petition” by 
staff writer Frankie Ad-
diego, the web address 
where the faculty petition 
is available for viewing 
online was incorrect.

The petition can be 
accessed at http://www.
xanga.com/const i tu -
tion1787 and will be on 
“The Monitor” website 
when it goes online.

Additionally, the head-
line would have been more 
accurate if it said teachers 
defended “constitutional 
rights.”

Correction 

When a “Reader-friendly Edi-
tion” was set for publication, the 
estate almost blocked the book in 
the U.S. and Britain because it modi-
fied the copyrighted material and 
added material from copyrighted 
Joyce manuscripts. In addition, 
the estate has constantly blocked 
film and theatrical productions that 
were not felt to be “appropriate.” 
Most ridiculously, the Joyce estate 
threatened to sue if there were any 

public readings of the novel during 
festival for the 100th anniversary of 
Bloomsday, the day on which the 
novel begins in 1904. 

All this work toward “protect-
ing” the interest of copyrighted 
Joyce work is occurring 65 years 
after the author’s death and the 
restriction imposed by the Joyce 
estate will likely continue till 2011 
when most of Joyce’s copyrights 
finally expire. The only beneficiary 
of the Joyce estate is the author’s 

grandson Stephen Joyce and his 
over-zealous but legal control over 
the estate deprives us all of new 
ways to enjoy his grandfather’s 
works. Classes are taught about 
James Joyce, modern works make 
allusions to him and books are writ-
ten about his life. His works are part 
of the overall culture and should be 
owned by the public as should all 
of our cultural heritage.

Patents only last for 20 years. 
This is much more reasonable then 

the often century-long period for 
copyrights. Within 20 years, cre-
ators have enough time to make a 
profit on most intellectual property. 
Even when rights expire, it is still 
possible to make money. Printing the 
works of Homer and Shakespeare 
is still profitable, to say noting of 
revised version of modern works. 
60 years after Ray Bradbury’s 
“The Martian Chronicles” were 
published there is still a market 
for “The Martian Chronicles: The 

Definitive Edition.” 
Considering that it is very 

possible to make money with the 
20-year copyright limit, one must 
wonder who the current copyright 
laws actually serve? The original 
artist/creators are long dead by the 
time the rights expire, as are their 
hires in many cases. The only ones 
left to hoard the rights are the corpo-
rations and the works of our culture 
should not be left in their hands. 
Culture should be free to uses.

high cost, bypassing those who need 
it most, is not a valid use of owner-
ship law because it goes against the 
prime cause for human society’s 
existence - the greater good.

The same, though certainly 
not on the same scale, could be 
argued over the current hot topic 
of music piracy - more people are 
being hurt, by having to deal with 
constant lawsuits and having their 
computers infected with Sony-
BMG’s XCP software, (Packaged 
on CDs, all of which the company 
refuses to disclose, and designed to 

modify your entire system to block 
not only illegal downloading, but 
perfectly legitimate operations, 
as well as slowing down system 
processes and increasing instances 
of computer crashes for more 
information, check out www.eff.
org/deeplinks/archives/004144.
php) than are being helped.

No one is particularly sympa-
thetic to the record companies’ 
woes, partly because big business 
does not breed loyalty, such be-
ing one of the woes of a capitalist 
system, partly because the very 
viciousness they’ve displayed in 

attacking downloaders has appalled 
people, the attempted punishments 
being wildly disproportionate to 
the crimes, but mostly because the 
intellectual and artistic rights the 
big names are trying so valiantly 
to protect AREN’T theirs.

They’re the artists’. It’s that 
simple.

Someone writes the lyrics, sings 
a song, makes a recording - it’s 
their imagination that’s on the line, 
not the record executive with five 
yachts who couldn’t hit a note with 
a sledgehammer.

The fact that artists sign contracts 

to give up their intellectual rights 
is immaterial - at this point in 
time, the record industry has them 
cornered. 

A promise made under duress 
should not hold up in court. A 
woman promising not to name her 
rapist with a gun to her head cannot 
be prosecuted for later attempting 
to jail him, and, while the metaphor 
is perhaps a bit extreme, the point 
is that the artists, the true creators, 
aren’t the ones suffering.

Though copyright laws have 
been perverted ten ways from 
Sunday, they should be protecting 

people’s work from being stolen 
and ruining them financially, not 
for the express purpose of acquiring 
that sixth yacht.

Though, of course, it’s all a mat-
ter of degree. Here we come back 
to grayscale - no black or white in 
evidence.

Having said all this, trademarks 
and copyrights and patents are a 
good and useful thing and they 
should serve to both bring spiritual 
as well as monetary fulfillment to 
the holders.

Fulfillment of the authors, not 
gorging of the middlemen.

Patents for fun and profit, not greed and profit
Continued from Page 2
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A century is too long to keep anything private

By NOAH LEVIN
Staff writer

Ohlone’s Board of Trustees 
recently approved the purchase 
of almost three dozen new Apple 
computers for the campus. The 
computers were chosen for being 

By Eric Dorman
Staff writer

A week after a five-day teachers’ 
strike ended at a Salinas community 
college, Ohlone College President 
Doug Treadway expressed doubt 
that such an event would ever take 
place at Ohlone.

“Not impossible, but very un-
likely,” said Treadway. “I can’t see 
anything like this ever happening 
at Ohlone.”

“We have a wonderful working 
culture here at Ohlone,” added 
college Union Negotiator Bennett 
Oppenheim, who further noted that 
though at times in his 25-year career 
he has been pressed to strike, the 
college has never done so, nor has 
any plans to.

About 150 full- and part-time 
instructors at Hartnell Community 
College began the strike on Oct. 18, 
protesting a new faculty contract 
that, if approved, would be effec-
tive retroactively for the 2004-’05 
school year, according to Inside 
Higher Ed. The teachers had been 
working several years without a 
contract and said that the new 
contract paid them unfairly.

The strike lasted five days, dur-
ing which not a single class was 
cancelled. The administration was 
able to plug the holes, despite the 
fact that only about 100 full-time 
faculty remained.

The strike finally ended on the 
Tuesday, Oct.  24 when both sides 
reached an agreement on the con-
tract, which included small raises 

for the three years the teachers 
had been without a contract and 
further raises for the upcoming 
school year.

The wages Hartnell pays its 
teachers, between $40,000 and 
$90,000 a year, depending on edu-
cation and classes taught is not far 
off from the amount Ohlone pays 
its instructors and professors, whose 
yearly salaries range between 
$50,000 and $100,000, similarly 
depending on level of education 
and classes taught, said Oppenheim. 
The Ohlone faculty, however, have 
been relatively content with their 
wages through the years.

Though Oppenheim said he 
was not aware of the exact reasons 
behind the Hartnell strike, he cau-
tioned that strikes should be used 

only as a last resort.
“I have always believed that 

the strongest negotiating tools 
are persuasiveness and patience,” 
said Oppenheim. “They should be 
completely exhausted before any-
thing more drastic is considered…I 
would bend over backward to avoid 
a strike.”

Treadway also noted that while 
Hartnell was three years behind 
in giving its teachers a contract, 
Ohlone is one year, so teachers 
know what their contract will be 
ahead of time.

Even two weeks after the fact, 
tensions remain strained at Hart-
nell, according to The Monterey 
Herald. There is still a lot of trust 
to be restored between teachers and 
administrators.

Salinas teachers strike ends

the most cost effective of the op-
tions and best meeting the needs 
of those who requested the new 
machines.

The Innovation and Technol-
ogy Center and various faculty 
members brought the request for 
new computers before the board. 

Faculty members didn’t specifically 
ask for Apple computers, however, 
but rather called for computers with 
specific features. 

This was not part of a move to 
unify the computer technology on 
campus, as the Vice President of 
Information Technology Ralph 

Kindred pointed out, “[Ohlone] 
has not adopted a single technol-
ogy strategy or a single vendor 
platform.”

A total of 33 computers were 
approved for final purchase by the 
board. The computers will cost 
$77,896.89 and be deployed in the 

spring 2007 semester  to various 
faculty members and computer 
labs.

According to a Board of Trustees 
information packet, part of the reason 
for accqiring the new computers was 
to meet the need of Title III project 
and Local Bond Initiatives.
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Culture 
Pirate
By OMER 
AHMED      
News editor

Asceticism in an 
aesthetic world

‘Retro Pink’ fashion show raises
funds for breast cancer research

From left: Stephanie Hammack, Jenny Lopez and Jackie Orvis strut down the catwalk 
during the Retro Pink fashion show benefitting the Susan G. Komen Foundation.

Photos by Manika Casterline

Now that October is over, 
I want to congratulate all the 
students who fasted last month. 
Whether you did it as part of the 
Islamic holy month of Ramadan, 
in observance of Yom Kippur, in 
preparation for Vijayadashami, as 
part of the Theravadan Buddhist 
Vassa retreat or for some secular 
reason like October Fastathon, 
you have taken part in the age-old 
tradition of asceticism. I give 
you my compliments because 
you are keeping alive a practice 
that seems to be dying out in our 
culture.

Asceticism, in an over-simpli-
fied nutshell, is denying yourself 
something you desire or “self-de-
nial and abstinence from worldly 
pleasures” as Wikipedia defines 
it. If you are hungry, you don’t 
eat; if you are sleepy, you stay 
awake. In the end, the self-de-
nial makes you stronger, more 
thoughtful and, hopefully, imparts 
some understanding of the human 
condition.

It may seem quite simple, but 
the practice is often a foreign 
concept in our instant gratifica-
tion-obsessed culture. If we 
hunger, we microwave a pizza 
and when we are bored, we turn 
on the TV. It is relatively easy to 
get what we want and, because of 
this, asceticism is far in the back 
of our minds.

Replacing asceticism and 
other spiritual practices are empty 
material habits. Most of what we 
do now is based on what we find 
aesthetically pleasing. We vote for 
the candidate who looks the most 
professional without understand-
ing his or her real views; we buy 
products because they look cool 
even though we have no use for 
them.

This is not to say that the 
material world is actually bad. 
The problem doesn’t stem from 
outside but from inside.

We have let ourselves become 
constant consumers who rarely 
give our minds and souls a chance 
to rest.

We are so focused on buying 
and doing everything that we 
forget that not doing is an option 
that can also be rewarding.

While I am agnostic, I think 
everyone should remove them-
selves slightly from their wants 
just to see what they have.

Apart from the spiritual beliefs 
that restraining the body and 
mind frees the soul, the restraint 
involved can produce a respect 
for all we have.

Whatever you give up, if you 
choose to, you may find that you 
appreciate it all the more after go-
ing without and you may also find 
that you probably didn’t need it in 
the first place. It can be as simple 
as giving up pizza for Lent or tak-
ing a day-long vow of silence.

And when you are done, 
congratulate yourself for having 
acted on your desire to see what 
happens when you restrain your 
desires by not acting.

By Manika Caserline
Staff writer 

On Monday afternoon. Ohlone’s 
campus turned from an educational 
facility to a fashion house. Models 
strutted down a makeshift catwalk. 
One could mistake the rustling 
of the lush shades of pink fabric 
for something that is typical of a 
runway show at New York City’s 

Bryant Park.
Eight models took part in the 

Ohlone Costume classes’ Pas-
sionately Pink for the Cure: Retro 
Pink Fashion Show. The 45-minute 
program exhibited a various range of 
female ensembles through time 

Victorian pieces were muted in 
tone and predominantly had extra-
neous lace detailing on the long 
high collared garments. The outfits 

from 1960s included the psyche-
delic prints the decade is notorious 
for and paid homage to style icon 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, the 
pillbox hat and all.

The students also had the op-
portunity to showcase their original 
designs such as the belly dancer 
costume Jennifer Texeira created 
and modeled.

Despite the cold weather and 

low turnout, Costume Instructor 
Professor Agnes DeLucchi said, “I 
think my class did an excellent job. 
They have been just really working 
hard.”

The event was held at the Lam 
research plaza outside the Gary So-
ren Smith Center Oct. 30 at 4 p.m. 
There was a required $5 donation. 
The donations will go to the Susan 
G. Komen Foundation.

By FRANKIE ADDIEGO
Staff writer

Ohlone College will hold three 
showings of William Shakespeare’s 
time-honored classic, “Romeo & Ju-
liet.” Each night, a different cast will 
perform the drama before Fremont’s 
sophisticated connoisseurs of the 
arts. On Thursday night, Shane 
McCaffery and Erika Andracchio 
portray Romeo and Juliet and on 

Star-crossed lovers 
Romeo and Juliet

Friday night, the title characters will 
be enacted by Bobby August and 
Salem Barner.  Finally, on Saturday, 
the play will feature A.J. Hamilton 
and Stacey Lynn Bell as the young 
lovers. The cast also performs 
technical operations between their 
scenes, normally limited to moving 
small set pieces.

The plays will be performed in 
the Smith Center today, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m.

Stacey Lynn Bell and A.J. Hamilton practice 
their performance for Romeo and Juliet.

Staff photo
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The human body is a delicately 
balanced, intricately detailed 
machine. Juice it correctly and 
it purrs, all shiny chrome with 
a gentle idle. But fuel it on the 
cheap and your grandma’s Caddy 
will wheeze less – and don’t get 
me started on the gas mileage.

To live, we need food. To live 
well, we need good food. Good 
food does not include anything 
sold in quick marts, all-night din-
ers or ingested by Homer Simp-
son. The closer what goes in your 
mouth is to how it came from 
the land, the more benefit you’ll 
derive from it.

There go the fast food joints. 
But we all knew that, yes? If 
there’s a “double cheese” in the 
title, I have three words for you: 
“Super Size Me.” Watch it - I dare 
you to cross the golden arches 
again.

New York City seems to agree 
– a recent proposed ban would 
outlaw the use of any trans fat in 
all eateries within the Big Apple.

In one of the “Super Size Me” 
DVD’s extras, we see an experi-
ment conducted on the shelf life 
of some burgers and fries. After 
weeks in glass jars, when most of 
the other products have just about 
liquefied, Micky’s fries look 
exactly the same. You see, trans 
fat, otherwise known as partially 
hydrogenated vegetable oil, is 
what most junk food places use 
to fry everything but the kitchen 
sink because it keeps for a very 
long time and is extremely stable.

More stable than plastic, ap-
parently, as Chicago nutritionist 
Bonnie Minck demonstrates with 
the aid of a 25-year-old Host-
ess cupcake that has steadfastly 
weathered the sands of time while 
its wrapper and plastic tray have 
not been nearly as dependable, 
having since disintegrated.

But vegetable oil is healthier 
than animal oil, come the cries. 
PHVO is altered drastically by 
the process of hydrogenation 
in which hydrogen atoms are 
attached at high temperatures to 
the oil molecules resulting in a 
heightening of the melting point 
and a huge increase in shelf life. 
Margarine was born, everyone 
jumped on the bandwagon, the 
food industry leading the pack, 
and for a while it was widely 
thought that margarine was a 
healthier alternative to butter.

However, with research now 
linking trans fat to everything 
from cancer to diabetes to, natu-
rally, increased obesity, we know 
better. Right? KFC agrees, or is at 
least tired of being sued – they’ve 
recently announced they’ll phase 
out all trans fat on their menu 
across the nation by April 2007.

Other fast food dives seem to 
be more or less following suit.

Then again, some people, like 
Fox News David Asman, think 
the law is stupid and the nagging 
of the “nanny state” (he doesn’t 
specify which one.) should be 
enough to keep most people 
healthy. Oy. Next column topic: 
corrupt media.

Devil’s 
Advocate
By Anna 
Nemchuk
Editor-in-chief

Trans fat to go 

By Manika Casterline
Staff writer 

Famed pianist Jon Nakamatsu 
will be coming to Ohlone the first 
week of November. The Ohlone 
College Foundation is very pleased 
to present the musical repertoire 
of the accomplished classical 
pianist.

In 1997, Nakamatsu was named 
the Gold Medalist at the tenth Van 
Cilburn International Piano com-
petition. It is a prestigious honor 
and extremely rare - no American 
pianist has attained it since 1981. 
NPR’s “Performance Today” 
deemed him their Debut Artist of 
the Year in 1998.

Nakamatsu has performed on 
the stages of the world’s greatest 
concert halls including, but not 
limited to, Carnegie Hall and the 

John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts. He also played for 
former President Bill Clinton and 
Hilary Rodham Clinton during his 
1998-1999 touring season.

Dr. Josephine Ong-Hawkins, 
executive director of the Ohlone 
Foundation said, “Jon Nakamatsu’s 
performance is one of the most 
sought after [for] concert tickets 
not just in the Bay Area, but in the 
whole world. He is one of the top 
five most beloved musicians right 
now. And when you listen to his 
music, it’s so beautiful that it makes 
a grown man weep”.

Jon Nakamatsu will perform on 
Nov. 4 at Ohlone’s Smith Center at 4 
p.m. Interested students should feel 
free to call the Ohlone Foundation 
at (510) 659-4020 since there will 
be a special section reserved for 
students only.

Pianist Jon Nakamatsu 
to perform at Ohlone

Continued from Page 1
teaches : 3D animation, texturing 
or modeling. 

Last summer was the first time 
the class Intro to Video Game De-
sign was made available. ”It was 
very successful and the instructor 
[Will Paicius] got 34 students,” 
said Lewis. 

Currently, the curriculum re-
quires that students work on two 
games: one in preproduction and 
one in postproduction. “Every class 
has a competition to prove who can 
design the better game,” said Pai-
cius. Paicius then brings in a panel of 
industry people to judge including 
people from Sony, Electronic Arts, 
Stanford University and indepen-
dent game companies. The winner 
of the competition has their game 
moved towards production. 

Beginning in January, the win-
ner of this semester will have their 
game put into preproduction, while 
the winner of this summer’s class 
will have theirs put into postproduc-
tion. “At the end of next semester 
we will have things to show,” said 
Paicuis. 

Paicius teaches both video game 
development classes and, referring 
to the student production method, 
said, “We go through the process 
of producing games but the infra-
structure here is still a bit limited. 
At the end of the process we will 
demo a level.” Paicius explained 
the problem with the infrastructure, 

“Video games are among the most 
complicated product produced 
today...it involves almost every 
discipline in the community college 
and beyond,” said Paicuis. 

For instance, game development 
may include psychology and cre-
ative writing to develop characters 
and storylines. In addition, in game 
development students look at how 
English can describe the excitement 
of the game play. 

Designing may also include ar-
tic sketches, artificial intelligence 
programming and sound design. 
Someone with a background in mu-
sic may be contracted to compose a 
soundtrack or create sound effects 
for a game, according to Paicuis. 
There is almost no area of study that 
is not involved in the production 
of a video game. “For that reason, 
video games become one of the best 
places for a learning community to 
develop,” said Paicuis. 

The main reason for video game 
development being added to the 
curriculum at Ohlone is because 
of the Economic & Workforce De-
velopment Program, which works 
through the community colleges of 
California.

One of the major functions of the 
EWDP, according to their website, 
is “To maximize and leverage the 
resources of the California Com-
munity Colleges to fulfill [their] role 
as the primary provider in fulfilling 
the vocational education and train-

ing needs of the state’s regional 
economies.”

The program commissions an-
nual studies to look at what the cur-
rent economic climate of California 
is and will be in the future. About 
a year ago, a study concluded that 
the video game industry will play a 
major part in California’s economy 
in the near future. The study also 
examined what level of job could be 
achieved through community col-
lege training, said Paicuis. Ohlone 
was then approached by the group to 
add game design to the curriculum. 
Paicuis said, “Ohlone is one of the 
first community colleges to offer 
a game certificate.” Paicuis added 
that one of the most under-served 
segments of the work force in this 
region is video game design.  

A helpful way to break into the 
game industry is to start a game club 
that develops and creates games. 
Paicuis recommends that students 
have a video game club here at 
Ohlone because most of the begin-
ning positions in the industry require 
2 to 3 years of experience.

“Working in the club is consid-
ered by many companies equivalent. 
We frequently have guest speakers 
and they all agreed that having a 
video game production club is one 
of the best ways to break into the 
industry,” said Paicuis.

Students Jonathan Loza and Ravi 
Jayant, both video game design 
majors, agree that the class is great. 

“I think this class is great because 
it gives us insight into the different 
careers in gaming,” said Jayant. 
However, both feel that the class is 
too short and should be extended to 
a full semester.

Jayant also said, “If you think 
you can start your own video game 
company, you're sadly mistaken and 
need to take this class.”

Graig Dorf, a guest speaker who 
came to their class, explained how 
he lost his life savings. 

He thought he could start his 
own company and lost most of his 
savings and $50,000. Dorf recom-
mended to the class that they work 
for a successful company to gain the 
necessary connections and experi-
ence to succeed.

“More and more of my students 
don’t go to the movies or watch 
television...they [would] rather play 
games and use the internet, because 
they'd rather do than watch. The 
key difference between genera-
tions is the interactivity,” illustrated 
Paicuis.

The game industry is at a very 
primitive time in its history. Paicuis 
compared it to the 1906 era of movie 
technology and development. 

“The video game industry is 
going to develop just as the movie 
industry did. But one thing is for 
sure: movies were the dominant art 
form of last century; video games 
will be the dominant art form of this 
century,” said Paicuis.

Ohlone teaches video game creation
Photo courtesy of Paul Harden

At left, a 3D concept 
art piece depicting the 
setting of Space Sta-
tion Taurus 7 created 
using the program 
mm114 Textures for 
3D scenes. It was cre-
ated by video game 
design student David 
Folker.

Promotional photo of Jon Nakamatsu pro-
vided by the Ohlone College Foundation.






