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Winter in the Quad

storm.

Ohlone’s buildings look like they’re
wrapped up against the cold, as the new
16-week semester winds down and the
holiday season approaches like a winter
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Proposition would cut
tuition to $15 per unit

By EMILY BURKETT
Staff writer

Something was missing from the
November 2006 ballots on election
day. It’s called the Community Col-
lege Governance Funding Stabiliza-
tion and Student Fee Reduction Act.
It would have lowered community
college tuition fees from $20 to $15
and ensured bilateral governance.
However, the initiative was pulled
from the November ballot due to a
shortage of time and funding.

The act has been reassigned to
the June 2008 ballot, a difference
of approximately a year and a half,
so most current Ohlone students
will not see the benefits of the act’s
possible passage, but the act has
proposed several changes to the
community college system.

The Public Policy Institute of
California stated that, in the year
2000, California ranked 45th out
of the 49 states supporting a com-
munity college system in terms of
funding granted per student. Cali-
fornia community college students
receive 23 percent less government
funding than the national average.

According to the president of the
Faculty Association of California
Community Colleges (FACCC),
Dennis Smith, the act will dramati-
cally change the funding discrepan-
cies in the system.

“Proposition 98, a constitutional
amendment passed a few years

ago, stated that certain funds be
allocated to K-14 education. How-
ever, the funding happens based on
enrollment growth in K-12 schools.
Junior colleges were left out of the
picture,” said Smith.

The act planned to include
community colleges as part of the
enrollment growth figures, which
would increase the funding given to
community colleges by significant
amounts without decreasing funds
to K-12 schools, explained Smith.

The recent history of commu-
nity college fees has involved an
increase in tuition to help bridge
the gap between funding and costs.
This was done to keep California
community colleges on par with
the rest of the nation. Students have
felt a 63 percent increase in their
tuition fees inrecent years. In 1993,
the cost of tuition was $13 per unit.
In 1984, education at a community
college was free of charge.

Earlier this year, Ohlone and
every other California Community
College experienced a decrease in
tuition cost from $26 to $20 per
unit, which alleviated some of the
cost and brought the college to the
level previously prescribed by the
act. This change within Ohlone
occurred even without the act’s pas-
sage. However, the act was amended
after this change to propose that
colleges further decrease tuition to
$15 per unit.

The FACCC said this move was

to make community colleges even
more accessible to the population
and equip the California economy
with individuals who havereceived
higher education.

“It’s the goal of the FACCC and
other major teacher unions to see the
day when community colleges will
have no fees at all,” Smith said.

The act also proposed a system
of bilateral governance so that the
voice of all parties involved in
community colleges may be heard.
Smith further explained, “The act
will strengthen the community
college governance by putting the
governing bodies of local com-
munity colleges within the bounds
of the system.” Currently, local
education boards are included for
K-12 levels. The act will expand
this to also include K-14.

The act needed more than
500,000 signatures to make it to
the ballot in November and Smith
believed that they have already met
this goal. However, due to expendi-
tures made in the November Special
Election, supporting organizations
like the FACCC moved to push the
actback in order to sure appropriate
publicity.

“We hope for the act to be
spotlighted in the November 2008
election,” Smith said.

With the signature quota metand
awaiting validation, the public can
expect to hear more on this act in
the future.

Former Ohlone student recalls Peace Corps days

By ERIC DORMAN
Staff writer

Lucy Pasternak has battled
malaria and 120-degree heat.
She’s seen extreme poverty first-
hand. She’s spent two years in a
continent torn by war, AIDS and
malnutrition.

But perhaps most amazing of
all, Pasternak, a soft-spoken former
Ohlone student, is only 26.

“This has been the hardest year of
my life,” Pasternak wrote back, one
year into her stay. “[It’s been the]
hardest, liveliest, most emotional,
most up and down, most diverse,
most adaptive time, crazy, happy,
lonely, yet complete time.”

Pasternak returned in September
after atwo-year stay with the Peace
Corps in Africa, in the Mtwara re-
gion of Tanzania. There, she volun-
teered as acommunity health educa-
tor in the village secondary school
(or high school), teaching lessons

in Swabhili, the native language, on
subjects such as HIV/AIDS, nutri-
tion and hygiene.

“HIV here is my job,” wrote
Pasternak. “Teaching people how
to live healthy, to take care of
themselves, to get an education, to
strive for opportunity, to live with
hope [is my job].”

AIDS, or Acquired Immune De-
ficiency Syndrome, is a syndrome
caused by the HIV virus that greatly
weakens the immune system, so
that to an infected person even
something as innocuous as a cold
can prove fatal. It has killed 25 mil-
lion people worldwide since 1981,
and it is estimated that about the
same number are living with the
disease today.

Africa, with its many developing
countries, has been hit the hard-
est by AIDS. In some countries,
the infection rate is as high as 25
percent. In Tanzania the infection

Continued on Page 4
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Lucy Pasternak dines on flower cakes at a restaurant near the border
between Tanzania and Mozambique. Behind her is a fellow Peace Corps
volunteer and in front of her is a doctor from the local hospital.
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Brown Bag seminar explains engineering options

By MICHAEL ABURAS
Staff writer

“In 15 years there will be a short-
age of engineers,” said Yvette Nic-
colls math, science, and technology
coordinator, beginning Ohlone’s
second to last Brown Bag science
seminar of the semester.

The purpose of this Nov. 15
Brown Bag was to expose students
to career opportunities in engineer-
ing. The seminar featured four
speakers from four different fields
of engineering.

The first speaker was Math-
ematics Instructor Linda Messia
who rhetorically asked, “What is
Engineering?” She then responded
with “engineering is just applying
simple scientific principals to make

life better.” She added that there are
many fields in engineering such as
biotech, naval and aerospace

Messia has brought in engineers
to speak to her class to demonstrate
what engineers are doing in their
field. In addition, her class recently
took a trip to the NUMMI car plant
in Fremont to observe a manufac-
turing line.

The next speaker, Materials
Engineer and Instructor Jennifer
Harper, stated that “most people
don’t know what material engi-
neering is” - which was the area of
engineering she was presenting at
the seminar. Materials engineering
is the understanding of how materi-
als are made and how they work on
a molecular scale.

When teaching, Harper provides

her students with three identical
pieces of steel, then has them heat
the steel and subsequently exam-
ine how the material changes on a
small scale.

Engineering Instructor Howard
Rathbun also gave a presentation
about his field of expertise, statics
-abranchof engineering concerned
with the forces keeping objects at
rest.

Rathbun presented an example
by explaining how statics can be
used to figure outhow much tension
is being placed on the cable for a
ski lift. Another example Rathbun
gave was the equilibrium force of
gravity on an astronaut. The cen-
trifugal force pushes the astronaut
out, while the earth’s gravity pushes
him in.

Electrical Engineer Carrie Huang
also gave a presentation. Huang’s
class electrical engineering class,
for example, gives students the
basics to design a Intel processor or
a Sony Playstation processor.

Huang explained that electri-
cal engineers are everywhere, as
in “telecommunications: they
designed the spark plug, designed
the tube for television.”

Physics is a requirement before
someone can take electrical engi-
neering. Engineering jobs include:
test engineer for jet engines, sales
patent lawyer and failure analysis.
“Engineering is a very stable way to
make a living,” said Rathbun.

The next Brown Bag will be on
Friday Dec. 1 from 1 to 2 p.m. The
topic will be Nanotechnology.
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Math Instuctor Linda
Messia speaks about
basic engineering.

NASA and Ohlone to hold ‘Science Night’

By ERIC DORMAN
Staff writer

NASAbioengineer and microbi-
ologistJonathan Trent will speak on
the origin of the universe and the
natural catastrophes that shaped
the earth at the sixth annual NASA
Science night on Dec. 6.

The talk, entitled “the life and
times of life of time” will be given
from 7 to 8 p.m. at Jackson Theater.

The event is free and refreshments
will be served.

Trent, who received his doctor-
ate from the Scripps Institution of
Oceanography in Biology Ocean-
ography, began work at NASA in
1998. He specializes in nanotech-
nology in relation to life on other
planets, said Math, Science and
Technology coordinator Yvette
Niccolls.

Trent, who also teaches part-time

in the Department of Bimolecular
Engineering at UC Santa Cruz,
will speak on such subjects as the
origin of the universe, how stars
and planets are born, and when
life began.

He will also be focusing on
the specific natural disasters that
helped change the way life on earth
evolved, said Niccolls. One such
catastrophe, she said, occurred
when a meteor hit the Earth about

Project Quad outfits Ohlone

Student Chad Bischoff sits at one of the 15 benches placed on
campus this semester as part of ASOC’s Project Quad. Included
in the $15,000 project will be umbrellas and other furnishings.
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65 million years ago, wiping out the
dinosaurs and giving mammals a
chance to thrive in their stead.

Furthermore, Trent will examine
global warming as an upcoming
catastrophe that could possibly
change the course of life on earth,
said Niccolls.

NASA Science nights began in
2003, when Jim Laub, an Ohlone
alumni who had formerly worked
at NASA, formed a partnership

between Ohlone and NASA that
invited one speaker from NASA to
give a talk at the college each fall.

The last speaker was Astrophysi-
cist Scott Sandford, who presented
a lecture on comets as part of a
Science Night which focused on the
Stardust mssion to collect samples
from the comet Wild 2.

For more information on the
event, contact Niccolls at (510)
629-7372.

Study Abroad trip
to India canceled

By FRANKIE ADDIEGO
Staff writer

Next Semester’s Study Abroad
trip to India was canceled for the
foreseeable future, as only one
student turned in an application.
The program will, however, host
trips to other countries in the future.
The trip was canceled “not from a
lack of interest,” said Professor Kay
Harrison, who heads the program,
but because “a lot of people were
interested, but not a lot of people
followed through with an applica-
tion.”

While in the past the program has
had success with trips to countries
such as South Korea and Australia
(where the current trip is still in
progress), this semester, it simply
didn’t take off, according to Har-
rison. “I think safety is an issue,”
said Harrison. She said that, while

there were afew more students who
expressed interest, it appeared that
their parents were wary of allowing
them to travel to India.

Although the Study Abroad trip
hasbeen postponed for this semester
(as there was no alternative to India
asadestination), there are still plans
for future excursions. Currently,
there are expectations to return to
Sydney in the fall of next year and
for a trip to St. Petersburg, Russia
at one point. Additionally, the pro-
gram is hoping to schedule trips in
the summer months as well as the
regular fall and spring semesters.

Despite the failure of this semes-
ter’s trip to India, Harrison remains
optimistic about the possibility of
holding a voyage to that country at
some point. “I really think in the
future, it will catch on,” she said,
“it’s going to be a bigger and bigger
trading partner to the U.S.”

Wrestling just as real as full-contact football

Continued from Page 2

jazz. You play in a certain key and
improvise here and there. Ella Fitz
Gerald once told WWE hall of fame
inductee Rowdy Roddy Piper “Give
them a good beginning and a great
ending, and they’ll forgive you for
a lot in the middle.”

Notall wrestlers plan theirmoves
out. Mick “Mankind” Foley in his
book “Have aNice Day” stated that
when he worked with Abdulah the
Butcher, everything was improvised
because Abby, as Foley called him,
couldn’t remember the moves if
they planned them out anyway.

Is professional wrestling a sport?
According to the “Oxford English
Dictionary” sport is an activity in-
volving physical effort and skill in

which a person or team competes
against another or others. Wrestling
does fall within those parameters,
and what are sports? Sports, unless
you’re playing them yourself, are
just entertainment. If you didn’t
care about the entertainment value,
you would just wait until the results
came out in the paper instead of
watching an entire game.

If wrestling is fake, why is Mick
Foley missing an ear and his teeth?
If wrestling is fake, why did Eddie
Guerrero dislocate his elbow after
a frog splash? If wrestling is fake,
why did Roco Rock die in the ring
from a heart attack?

Wrestling in this regard is just
like any other job, there are people
youdon’t getalong with and there’s

people who make mistakes.

For example, when “Hardcore”
Holly and Brock Lesner met in the
ring, Holly felt like it was his duty
to teach the green arrogant rookie a
lesson. As you know, wrestlers hit
each other, however, when these
two hooked up they really started
to beat each other. As a result from
anger, Lesner, when he went for a
power bomb, dropped Holly on
his head instead of on his back,
breaking his neck. Holly was out
of action for a year.

Another incident occurred when
“Stone Cold” Steve Austin fought
the late Owen Hart. Hart performed
a pile driver on Austin, but gave
him the real thing, causing Austin
to become temporally paralyzed

in the ring.

Wrestlers are trained to kill each
other without killing each other,
but, the wear and tear add up. Mick
Foley retired at 34 because of brain
damage from multiple concussions
throughout his career. Austin no
longer wrestles because of fear
of permanent paralysis. Diamond
Dallas Page had back issues that
ended his career as well.

There is no other form of enter-
tainment or sport where the athlete
dedicates or gives more of themself
to the fan. Yes, things are planned
out. Awrestler may step intoamatch
knowing that they will be going to
the hospital that evening. That was
the case with Mr. Danger, who was
placed in a tank of parannas. Does

a football player go play a game
knowing that he will be stepping
into an ambulance that evening?
Wrestelers wrestle 300+ days out of
the year. There is no off season.

I'have witnessed wrestlers seton
fire. I have felt the glass of broken
light bulbs graze across my legs as
awrestler was scoop-slammed onto
them. I have taken home thumb
tacks. I have seen wrestlers bleed. If
you’ve ever met a veteran wrestler
in person, their forehead looks like
leather from all the times they have
been busted open. If someone has
neverbeento alive wrestling event,
they are too ignorant to call it fake.
If you still think wrestling is fake,
in the words of DX, “I have two
words for ya. S*ck It!”
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CLASSIFIEDS

SHARKS ICE IS
HIRING -- Sharks Ice
in Fremont is looking for
energetic and motivated
Ohlone Students! We
are hiring for the follow-
ing positions: Bartenders,
Snack Bar Attendants,
Skate Guards, Pro Shop
and Cashiers. Apply on-
line at www.sharksice.
com or call (510) 623-
7200 for more informa-
tion.

PROFESSIONAL
PIANO LESSONS --
Private lesson with quali-
fied teachers certified by
Royal Music School.Great
coordination training
with lots of fun! Individual
and group rates are both
welcome. Wonderful re-
laxing atmosphere and
practical progressions.
Try it out and develop
your musical sense now!!
Interested parties please
call Christy @ (510) 648-
0066.

PRESCHOOL
TEACHERS &
AIDES NEEDED -
- Do you love working
with children? CalStaff
is looking for substitutes
to work in preschools,
daycares & after school
programs. We have jobs
all over the Bay Area.
Schedules are flexible.
We will work around
your availability. You pick
your days, hours, region
and age group! Travel as
farasyoulike,see new cit-
les or stay close to home.
Call CalStaff to schedule
your interview @ 650-
872-7870;925-522-0102;
866-994-7823 or visit
www.californiastaffing-
service.com.

HIRING MUSIC
TEACHERS -- Are
you musically talented
and looking for a high-
paying part-time job?! We

are looking for a few
motivated, musically-
gifted teachers to help
teach weekly music pri-
vate/group classesinthe
Cupertino and Fremont
area. Looking for teach-
ersinthefollowing areas:
String, woodwind, brass,
piano/percussion instru-
ments, also conducting,
band, composition and
voice.[finterested,please
contact Carol Liu, Direc-
tor of Joyful Melodies
Inc. at (408) 725-9049
or Mail@joyfulmelodies.
com.

HIRING OFFICE
HELP - An engineer-
ing company, located
in Fremont, is seeking
part-time or full-time
office help. Responsi-
bilities: General office
help, assisting with ac-
counts payable/receiv-
able,purchasing,shipping
and receiving, matching
with purchase orders.
Requirements: Strong
organizational and com-
munication skills, reliable
and multi-tasked, familiar
with Microsoft Office
(Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Outlook), and
QuickBooks is a plus.
Send your resume for
consideration to

tooltekeng@gmail.com.

HIRING ME-
CHANICAL
DRAFTER --Anengi-
neering company, locat-
edin Fremont,is seeking
a part-time or full-time
mechanical drafter Re-
sponsibilities: Drafting
of parts and assemblies,
working with Bill Of Ma-
terial and detailed draw-
ings, supporting design/
engineering department
and constructing BOMs.
Requirements: Strong
organizational and com-
munication skills, reliable
and multi-tasked, familiar
with AutoCAD, Pro/EN-
GINEER is a plus. Send
your resume to

tooltekeng@gmail.com.
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