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New speech lab aims to assist Ohlone orators

By ERIC DORMAN
Staff writer

“Here at the lab, our job is to
take butterflies and make them
fly in formation,” according to
Christeen Kelley, the new Maggie
Morrisson Speech Communication
Lab coordinator, referring to the
“butterflies” most people feel at
speaking in public.

Ohlone’s new speech lab opened
about two months ago, aimed
at helping prospective orators
with everything from rehears-
ing their speeches to calming
nerves. Ohlone’s speech professors
couldn’t be more pleased.

“I’'m really tickled about this,”
said Speech Professor Brenda
Ahntholz. “We’ve been waiting for
a speech lab here for ten years, and
now we’ve finally got one.”

‘Life and
times of
life, time’
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Trent, using the football analogy.
“And we can expect that they will
continue to carry the ball long after
we’re gone.”

Trent also noted that since these
organisms could survive a trip
through space, it was possible that
life had come from another planet to
earth in the form of an asteroid. Yet
the opposite was also true, he said
- life could have radiated out from
earth after ameteor struck earth and
flung bits of it into outer space.

Trent concluded his talk with the
subject of global warming and its
impact on humans. He said that as
sea levels continue to rise, coastal
areas, including much of the bay
area, would be underwater, wiping
out coastal cities and agriculture.
Through it all, though, he said, life
would continue.

“The question is not so much
whether life will continue to exist,”
said Trent, “It’s whether humans
can continue to exist.”

Trent works in the Bioengineer-
ing division of the NASA/Ames
research center in Santa Clara,
studying microorganisms to try to
find out whether they might be able
tosurvive inextremely inhospitable
environments, such as those in outer
space. He came to Ohlone as part
of the sixth Ohlone NASA Science
Night, a yearly event when some-
one from NASA comes to speak
at Ohlone. The next Science Night
will take place in late April and will
concern biotechnology.

RELATE

Ij

RELATE

Copyright (C) 2000-2005

The lab, tucked unassumingly
in room HH-216 at the back of the
English Learning center in Hyman
Hall, was named after the late
Speech Professor Maggie Morris-
son. Anarrow room, ithas tworows
of chairs, a computer, several CD
players, and three video players,
with a bookshelf on one end and a
lectern on the other.

The lab employs 20 “peer con-
sultants” - students who staff the
lab and help other students with
any problems they might have, said
Kelley. The peer consultants are not
paid for their time, butreceive three
units a semester for putting in two
hours a week at the lab, which is
open Monday through Friday.

“The mostimportantresource we
have are the peer consultants,” said
Kelley. “You can’t replace support
with equipment or technology.”

Already, Ahntholz said she’s
noticed a large improvement in her
class after the speech center opened.
She now requires her students to
spend at least one hour a week in
the lab working on their speeches.

Since this is the first semester the
college has offered speech tutoring,
the peer consultants are not required
to have taken the class they are
tutoring. Often, said Kelley, two
students from the same class will
both come into the speech lab at
the same time, one to tutor and the
other looking for help.

The peer consultants are trained
to answer the questions that most
commonly come up, said Kelley,
who came to Ohlone for the first
time this semester after working
four years at Cal State East Bay
as ommunication lab coordinator.
These questions range from finding

a topic, to organizing the topic, to
audience persuasion, all of which
can be worked through using the
bookcase full of research materi-
als at the lab. But most often, said
Kelley, working on the speech
comes down to simply practicing
a speech out loud in front of a peer
consultant.

“It can get loud,” she said,
laughing.

But most of the time, said Kel-
ley, any trouble with a speech
boils down to a case of nerves or
“butterflies.” About 85 percent of
people, she said, are afraid of speak-
ing in front of a large audience, and
sometimes practicing the speech
out loud again and again is the best
way to do that.

Kelley plans on moving ahead
with the speech lab next semester,
when she hopes to receive money

for video equipment so that students
candeliver their speech in frontof a
camera and play it back to see how
they did and what they might need
to work on. She also hopes to form
two classes of tutors: junior peer
consultants, working at the lab for
the first time, and senior peer con-
sultants, who would have already
worked at the lab for a semester.
The two classes, she hopes, would
be able to share tips with each other
more efficiently than she could
share them.

Overall, said Kelley, the most
important thing the lab can help
students with is preparedness. “The
more prepared you are,” said Kelley,
“the better it is.”

For more information on the
Speech Communication Lab, go to
ohlone.edu/instr/speech or visit the
lab in Hyman Hall’s HH-216.

New online Monitor

Views on semester
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For example, Bradshaw says that, in some of his classes, subject
matter that would formerly take a class and a half to teach can
now fit into one.

Still, not all faculty are enthusiastic about the 16-week semes-
ter. Chemistry Professor Maru Grant contends that the college
never should have made the switch. Grant, who was against the
shortened semester from the beginning, says that both her labs
and lectures have suffered from it-her labs because two weeks
of labs that were cut and the lectures because she feels that the
increased lecture times are too long for students to concentrate
through. She feels student workload is an issue as well.

“Students have more material to study, and less time to do it,”
said Grant. “There are only 24 hours in the day.”

Student Linn Chie agreed, saying that the 16-week semester
is “just too short.”

History Professor Darren Bardell conceded that the shortened
semester made a half-semester class he taught a bit more difficult,
because he only had eight weeks to teach it instead of nine.

Still, he feels that the 16-week semester is definitely a step
in the right direction. In fact, he was so much in favor of the
shortening that he voted for a 15-week semester.

“I figure, if you’re in for a penny, you’re in for a pound,”
said Bardell.

Overall, though, students didn’t mention being crunched for
time much of an issue. Jernigan said he didn’t feel any extra
squeeze, even in the lastdays of class. Francia Valderaz conceded
that finals were tougher under the shorter semester, but the extra
vacation time “makes it worth it.”

Spring classes will not start until Jan. 29, two weeks after
classes have started in previous years.

For better or for worse, the 16-week semester is here to stay,
said college President Doug Treadway. He said that judging by
enrollment figures and faculty and student satisfaction, the new
system looked to be helping the college.

“In the long run,” said Bardell. “I think it’s going to be ben-
eficial for both students and faculty.”
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Friday, Dec. 15 8 pm

From the heart of the Big
Easy, the Dukes reinvigorate
hot New Orleans jazz and
cool blues.

21st Annual
Christmas at the Mission
Ohlone Chamber Singers
with chamber orchestra
Mission San José, Fremont
Saturday, Dec. 16, 8pm
Sunday, Dec. 17, 4pm

= T

New Orleans’ Own

Dukes of Dixieland

Smith Center at Ohlone College, 43600 Mission Blvd., Fremont

Smith Center Box Office
510.659.6031

or the Smith Center
Box Office

Tickets available
on our website:

www.smithcenterpresents.com

By FRANKIE ADDIEGO
Staff writer

For students who like to read
news, but don’t like to get ink on
their hands, a new online edition of
“The Monitor” will be hitting the
information super highway in the
near future. The site will feature a
calendar of events, blogs and stories
you can’t get anywhere else.

Currently at the helm of the proj-
ect is Online editor Chen Lin. Lin
said the goal of the site is to “pro-
vide the information that people
are gonna want.” He also said that
the site’s calendar will be “more
comprehensive” than the calendar
on Ohlone’s main website.

Lin describes the features on the
website in an optimistic manner. Ac-
cording to him, the site will contain,
“interactive stuff... [to correspond
with a story about] construction
here on campus, we might make a
flash animation. The site will also

contain stories that the print version
didn’t have room for.

Meanwhile, existing stories may
be embellished once putonline. “We
might cut up a story a little bit and
putthe whole story online. Plus, we
might have updates online.”

Student curious to discover how
editors feel about currentissues may
be in luck as the staff is developing
blogs for the site. “We want editors
to have their own columns,” said
Lin. However, the path to blogdom
isn’t always easy.

“There’s some issues, admin-
istrative issues,” said Lin,“[the
advisor] wants to make sure it’s
okay for us to have a blog.”

The site will also have multime-
dia functions according to Lin and
“The Monitor” adviser Bill Parks.
“The plan is to have a capability
for streaming video,” said Parks.
Expanding on this, Parks said that
the site is going to appear more
“professional.”
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The difference is

for Transfer Students

(minimum 50 units required)

* Applied Economics

e Information Systems

* Organizational Behavior and
Leadership

* Public Administration-
Non-Profit or Law Enforcement

Call 925.867.2711 for a schedule of
degree planning workshops or log on to

www.usfca.edu/ohl

EXCELLENCE!

Eam your degree in two years or less with the excellence
of a USF education at a location convenient to you.

Educational Opportunities

Bachelor Degree Completion Programs
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Educating Minds and Hearts to Change the World




