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The south side of Building 1, left,  is surrounded by scaffolding 
during the long stucco project. At right is the same side now mi-
nus scaffolding. They were like braces; nobody misses them after 
they have served their purpose. 

Adios to scaffolding
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By Michael Aburas
Staff writer

“Library Without Walls,” a new 
pilot program from the Ohlone 
College Library, will begin next 
Monday in Hyman Hall at the Eng-
lish Learning Center. The program 
will place a librarian in the ELC for 
two hours a day during peak hours 
to assist with student research. No 
books will be moved to the ELC.

“We want to meet students at their 
point of need,” said librarian Kathy 
Sparling. She added that the program 
is possible without tangible books 
because of the electronic sources 

English Center 
gets library link

that Ohlone provides. These include 
e-books, periodical databases and 
“things that don’t require a student 
to be in the physical library.”

In order to help students with 
their research, the library now 
provides a tool bar, available for 
download at ohlonelibrary.myli-
brarytoolbar.com. “What it does 
is make it easy to search across 
library resources from your browser 
without having to go to the library 
home page,” said Sparling.

The library is also conducting 
a program review and has a short 
survey at the library or online at 
www.ohlone.edu/org/library. 

By KRISTA IMUS
Staff writer

The Maggie Morrisson Speech 
communication lab celebrated its 
grand opening on Wednesday.

The lab, located in Hyman Hall 
Room HH-216, is now available 
to all Ohlone students, staff, fac-
ulty and the public for help with 
the development and delivery of 
oral presentations using research, 
outlining, delivery and visual aids 
including PowerPoint.

The Speech Communication Lab 
is set up to provide one-on-one train-
ing for people who need to prepare 
for occasions like a public speak-
ing event or a speech for a class. 
Students can also tape themselves 
practicing a presentation so they can 
review it and make improvements. 
Students, faculty and staff look-
ing for information and resources 

on other areas of communication 
studies, such as interpersonal and 
intercultural communication, small 
group leadership, persuasion, etc. 
can also be found at the lab as they 
continue to expand and grow.

There are many benefits pro-
vided for students and instructors. 
Students can avail themselves of 
friendly and helpful staff as well 
as snacks to help fuel them for 
the day.

Instructor benefits include as-
signment suggestions, including 
pronunciation diagnostics for 
students wishing to improve their 
English skills, brainstorming ses-
sions for students trying to come 
up with project topic ideas, pre-
sentation aid advice and practice 
for future presentations, Lab tour 
questionnaires, interview exercises 
and more. Teachers are free to leave 
their assignment instructions at the 

lab for easy student access.
The name of the lab is dedicated to 

Maggie Morrisson, a former speech 
instructor who died last December. 
Morrisson and Kay Harrison, the 
senior member of the speech faculty, 
wrote a proposal for a speech lab 12 
years ago and it wasn’t until 10 years 
later that it was approved. The lab 
had a patio party near the dean’s 
office to celebrate. There were 
cookies, cake and punch as well as a 
tour of the lab and raffle. Preceding 
the raffle was a performance by the 
Ukelele Renegades.

Shawn Megofna, a lab consul-
tant, helps students collaborate 
ideas for speeches and corrects out-
lines throughout the semester. “I am 
an aid to their mental block,” said 
Megofna “just call me Tylenol.” 
Megofna is also part of the Ukelele 
Renegades and performed “Some-
where Over the Rainbow.”

Morrisson speech lab opens


