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Baseball goes 12 innings strong, lose to Hartnell
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Second baseman Matt Langseth slides home for his fourth run scored.

Softball strolls 
into playoffs
By Tomás Ortega
Sports editor

Ohlone’s Softball Coach Donna 
Runyon should have a new plaque 
to hang in her office wall soon. She 
will, though, have to make a deci-
sion on where to place it, seeing as 
a plaque from 1990 where her team 
took her to a 42-11 (17-1) hangs 
for all to see. 

“I can’t remember ever going 
undefeated,” she said while pull-
ing out various scoresheets from 
previous years. This year’s team, 
which did have a few injuries and 
illnesses scattered throughout the 
schedule, was able to battle tough 
all year long and finish the regular 
season 38-7 overall, 24-0 within 
their conference. Runyon later said, 
“The kids stepped up when the oth-
ers were either sick or injured. And 
we didn’t skip a beat.” 

The Renegades have very good 
momentum heading into the play-
offs that start next Saturday. They 
have won their last 11 games with 
their last loss coming against 
American River, when they played 
them in Sacramento. 

Runyon, ecstatic at the success 
of her ballclub, even has a small 
speech prepared for them. “My 
speech will be ‘there are only 16 
teams practicing. Everyone else is 
is planning a banquet.’”

Ohlone will be one of the 32 
schools in the state still looking at a 
chance to hold a state championship 
trophy. Half the teams are made up 
of the northern part of California, 
the other half are in the south. 

At press time, Ohlone was ranked 
fifth overall in the north of  Cali-
fornia. Runyon added, “It would be 
a nice placement if we could have 
the three or four spot.”Joe Gardner delivers a pitch in Tuesday’s loss.
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By Nate Gill
Sports writer

Tuesday’s game against the 
Hartnell Panthers was the biggest 
and most important game of the 
season for the Renegades. After 
three hours and 12 innings of long, 
hard-fought baseball, the boys fell 
short of picking up a crucial victory 
to put them in a 3rd place tie with 
Hartnell. 

Renegades’ Head Coach Tom 
Kunis pulled out all the stops, 
using four different pitchers and 
introducing some new faces in the 
starting lineup in an attempt to earn 
a victory over Hartnell. 

The big right-handed bats of 
David Luna and Justin Lunday 
were absent in the beginning of 
the game, as Kunis utilized his left-
handed hitters against Hartnell’s 
right-handed pitcher. 

“It was a strategy that worked; 
this pitcher really struggles against 
left-handed batters. He walked six 
and gave up four hits to left-handed 
batters.” 

Starting pitcher Shane Murchi-
son lasted 2 1/3 innings, giving up 
three earned runs; his day was cut 
short when he got into a big jam in 
the 3rd inning.

Relief pitcher Ian Hoff then came 
in; it was an attempt to get Ohlone 
through the 3rd inning but he was 
unable to do so. Kunis was forced 
to use a third pitcher in the inning, 
Kevin Radach. 

Radach threw one pitch to get a 
huge ground ball out and stop the 
bleeding. Joe Gardner came in to 
relieve and had a dominant perfor-
mance, racking seven strikeouts and 
only allowing five singles. “To win 
a game like this, we gotta be error-
free” said Kunis after the game. 

Ohlone tied the game at four 
apiece in the 7th inning, with a lead 
off double by Matt Langseth, fol-
lowed by a RBI single by Michael 
Vandenbusch. Langseth finished the 
game with two walks, two stolen 
bases, four runs scored, one RBI and 
a home run shy of the cycle. 

Vandenbusch added with a 
couple sacrifice bunts, a hit and 
two RBIs. 

Hartnell responded in the 8th 

inning and regained the lead at 5-
4. Ohlone rallied in the 9th with a 
lead-off single by Zach Townsend; 
Justin Lunday pinch-hit and worked 
the count to get a walk.

Langseth came to the plate get-
ting an RBI single to tie the game 
at five apiece. A sacrifice bunt by 
Vandenbusch moved the runners 
over. Hartnell intentionally walked 
Aaron Plimmer to load the bases for 
pinch hitter David Luna.

A sacrifice fly would have ended 
the game, giving the Renegades 
their victory, but a double-play by 
Hartnell ended the 9th, sending the 
game into extra innings. 

In the 12th inning, the Hartnell 
Panthers rallied with two outs with a 
single and a stolen base, followed by 
an RBI single scoring the go-ahead 
run. Ohlone was unable to recover, 
falling short to the Panthers 6-5, 
putting their shot at a playoff berth 
in serious jeopardy.

It won’t be an easy task for the 
boys as they play their next three 
games on the road and close out 
the season at home against a very 
talented West Valley team.

Tennis players 
finish strong
By Jerome Nepacena
Sports writer

Ohlone’s Lea Knop pulled deep 
into last weekend’s women’s tennis 
conference tournament,and made it 
all the way to the finals to highlight 
a season in which the Renegades’ 
finished strong. 

In order to do so, Knopp beat 
Megan Kummer, whom she lost to  
earlier this season. 

Knop managed to make it all 
the way to the finals in the tourna-
ment in both singles and doubles 
competition, with Hanh Nguyen 
as her doubles partner. 

Knop kept fighting through the 
tournament before getting elimi-
nated in the finals by Foothill. 

For a first-year team trying to find 

a rhythm during the course of the 
season, a 0-7 start is not unusual. 

“We had a great season,” Ten-
nis Coach Fu Wong Chong ex-
plained,

“We went 0-7 our first 7 matches 
and then we won 5 of our next 7 
matches.” 

The year was one of growth for 
Wong, who credited players Susana 
Bumb and Christina Vargas as being 
the ones who have made the biggest 
jumps in their games.

“They are the most improved 
players of the year,” said Wong, 
who lead his players to an overall 
record of 5-14 this season. 

The Renegades look forward to 
helping build on the success of the 
last few games and build on their 
5-2 finish to the ’07-’08 season.


