2 MONITOR February 12, 2009

OPINION

Associated Collegiate Press/
National Scholastic Press Association

All American
1984 1985 1986
1987 1988 1989
1990 1991 1992
Regiona Pacemaker
1988

Journalism Association
of Community Colleges
General Excellence
Fall 1994
General Excellence
Fall 2000
General Excellence
Fall 2004
General Excellence
Fall 2005

Editor in chief:
News editor:

Eric Dorman
Jake Benson

Opinion editor: Noah Levin
Features editor: Nicole Johnson
Sports editor: Jeff Weisinger
Photo editor: Japneet Kaur
Online editor: Suchi Gupta

Staff writers: Ankita Chhabra,
Theodore Harrison lll, Esmeralda Leon,
Alex Lykins, Nazia Mastan, Sean Nero,
Tomas Ortega, Anna Biaritz Roldan,
Devery Sheffer; Zunera Syed, Farnoosh
Vahedi, Isaac West

Photographers: Anna Alfafara,
Jorge Gomez, Tara Lynn Lanning, Dan Yuan
Ad manager: Jacque Orvis

Ad staff: Inez Black,
Christ Marovich, Harpreet Singh
Adyviser: Bill Parks
Printer: F-P Press

€ REsp
Aot ”

<
<
&

o)
AT

2,
3
4
ouzy 3V

Offices are located in Room 5310 on campus, 43600 Mission Blvd., Fremont 94539-
5884. Call (510) 659-6075. Fax: (510) 659-6076. E-mail: monitor@ohlone.cc.ca.us

Opinions expressed in the Monrror are those of the respective authors and are not
necessarily those of the staff, the college or the Associated Students of Ohlone College.
Unsigned editorials reflect the majority view of staff members. Advertising material is
printed herein for informational purposes and is not to be construed as an expression
of endorsement or verification of such commercial ventures by the staff or college.

The Monrror is funded by the district, by the Associated Students of Ohlone College,

and through advertising revenue.

The Monrroris amember of the Associated Collegiate Press, Journalism Association of
Community Colleges, Community College Journalism Association, California Newspaper
Publishers Association, College Media Advisers and Society of Newspaper Design.

— OPINION

IM@m®

Re,por+ \500‘!
Y o

5+eo.Qm9 2

bmm%ﬂmd

Wriren) oy Semeone
> elsel..
v O O

Accessible restrooms must be college priority

By INEZ BLACK
Saff writer

| remember a time when the
color of one's skin determined if a
person could useapublicbathroom.
With today’s political correctness,
restroom discrimination can fall
below the radar.

Discrimination for access to
this essential function exists for a
group of Ohlone students, though
the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) provides universal
bathroom access.

Imagine if when you needed to
usethebathroom, it was extremely
difficult or impossible to do by

Learning

By ANKITA CHHABRA
Saff writer

So...let'stak about sex.

That'sal itis, just three smple
letters put together that make up
one of the most dreaded topicsthat
people still avoid talking about. |
had a friend back in high school
who was a devoted Christian, and
her motto for all theso-called “sin-
ners’ wasthat, “You either live by
the words of God or you die by
the diseases which are a punish-

ent.” Pretty cruel words, don’t
you think?
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yourself? This is the reality for
female students with disabilities
at Ohlone. | have found no ADA
accessible restrooms for females
on the entire campus.

One professor commented that
she found a female student in a
wheelchair inside the bathroom at
Hyman Hall, waiting for someone
to come in so she could ask them
to open the door for her and let
her out.

Asthereisamale staff member
usingawheel chair at Ohlone, there
are two restrooms with push-but-
tons out of the nine public ones
—onein Building 4 and another in
Building 1.

I thought so too, until I realized
how many uneducated teenagersare
out there that have not been made
awareof therisksinvolvedwith not
practicing safe sex. The fact that a
girl can end up with an unexpected
lifeformin ninemonthsisjust one
of the many results.

First off, | want to say | under-
stand the religious viewpoints on
thisissue. Theideaisthat sex isa
“grown-ups’ thing, and us “kids’
should just wait to get married and
then learn about the birdsand bees.
Okay, | seetheir valid point there; |
meanwhowantstheir little 12-year-
old talking about how mommy and
daddy put themtobed early because

Of theninewomen’sbathrooms,
nonehaveautomaticdoors. Though
therewere no femalefaculty mem-
bersrequiringaccessiblebathrooms
when the doors for Buildings 1
and 4 were installed, they should
have been added for the women's
restrooms.

This problem affects more than
students using wheelchairs or
crutches. People with neck, back,
andarminjuries, or withdisabilities
affecting strength or balance, find
it difficult to open the over-sized,
solid doors at Ohlone which, even
with good hinges, are extremely
heavy.

And if you are able to open the

they wanted to have sex?

Let's grow up people! If not
today, then tomorrow, because the
sooner teens learn about safe sex
the better. I'm not just advocating
sex education because| think those
extreme religious folks are insane
for not wanting their kids to know
about sex, but becauseit’'s fun and
healthy.

Sex educationisreallyimportant,
like no joke.

| know for afact that if | were
a parent, | would want my child
fully aware and educated about all
those “icky-gooey” things about
sex —and the nice things too. Yes,
sex can be nice, in case you didn’t

doorstogetin, it shutsonyouif you
areslow goingthrough. Wheel chair
user NathanTorres, whoisstudying
medicine, said, “there should be
retractablespringsonthebathroom
doors, whichwouldslowly closethe
door, and allow enough timeto get
through in awheel chair.”

Accessing the toilet stalls isn't
any easier. Ben, an accounting ma-
jor who uses a wheelchair, stated,
“Restrooms in [many] buildings...
cause problems for wheelchair us-
ers... Most people can use them,
but on Building 1’s second floor,
if you are completely wheelchair
bound and need your chair to enter
the stall, it is not usable.”

know. For example, aday’s worth
of coitusburnsup to 3,570 calories
and having sex for just half an hour
can burn up to 85 calories. And it
relieves stress!

| feel likealot of peoplechooseto
avoid thetopic of sex because they
areuncomfortablewiththefactthat
they might actually havetodisclose
something personal. But everything
wetalk about thesedaysispersonal.
Take, for, instance family matters,
emotions about daily decisions or
evenprivatehealthissues. Soif you
can talk about all that, then who
isto say sex can't be talked about
thesameaway. Yes, thevocabulary
might beabit moreracy, but that is

Director of Facilities Lucky
Lofton indicated proposals were
submitted to the state addressing
these problems, and it is a definite
concern of the college. To install
theautomaticdoor for onewomen’s
restroom is $10,000 to $15,000.

Money is tight and upgrading
thesedoorstoADA standardswould
cost hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars. But afew corporations had a
great year, and maybe they can be
approached by Ohlone’sgrant writ-
ers. From experience, | know this
isaviable option for the collegeto
consider. Please start with acouple
accessiblebathroomsfor women at
Hyman Hall and on the Quad.

to play it safe is no joke, seriously

simply the nature of the topic.

Why shy away from one of the
best things on this planet, and one
of themost-thought-about thingsin
our heads?Weareal | maturepeople
here, soit should not besuchataboo
to bring up sex and to encourage
others to learn about it. Religious
or not, everyoneshould beeducated
about safe sex rather than go out
into the world not knowing.

Embracethosefeared questions
and concerns, and go get some
wordsof adviceor helpif you need
some, andevenrecommendafriend
to learn about safe sex. Being safe
and educated will only help you,
not take you to hell.

What was your best Valentine’s Day?

Jovi Tambaoan
POLITICAL SCIENCE

“ Any Valentine's Day is good
because it's also my hirthday.”

Prisma Walia

BUSINESS

“My boyfriend in the Navy paid
me a surprise visit with roses.”

Wynn Aung
BIO-ENGINEERING

“Hanging out with my boyfriend
back in my home country.”

Stephanie Cobarrubia
POLITICAL SCIENCE
“ | was ambushed when | woke

up.”

Chris Clifton

ENGLISH

“1 went to a home for the elderly
and played bingo.”



