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Shermer creates doubt
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lack of oxygeninthemindor brain
function. It is easy to replicate an
out-of-body experience simply
through bombarding the tem-
peral lobes with electromagnetic
waves.

Shermer replicated an ex-
periment using the audience. He
showedthecrowdashortvideoclip
of people in black and white who
werepassing abasketball back and
forth. The crowd wasinstructed to
count thenumber of passesbetween
those people wearing white.

Although most of the crowd
cameclosetheactua number, 17.5,
the surprise was apparent when
Shermer showed the clip again

and a gorilla walked through the
middle. Sointent wastheaudience
on counting the number of passes,
only about half had noticed the
animal during the initial showing.
Behavioral scientists, trained to
study these things, were given the
sameexperiment awhile back dur-
ing Shermer’slecture; they missed
the gorilla, too.

Shermer mentionedthat redlityis
asubjectiveprocesswherewe" sort
out and collect the most important
data,” causingustopossibly believe
miracleswhenreally, wecouldhave
just chosen to focus on an incident
that was coincidence.

Shermer explained that many
of our beliefs arise through “pat-

ternicity,” wherein people “find
mesaningful patternsinmeaningless
noise,” accordingto Shermer. Oth-
ers are created through “confirma-
tion bias,” where people look for
information to reaffirm the beliefs
they aready hold.

Attheend of thenight, Shermer
answered questions and signed
books. He commented that the
Psychology Club had doneagreat
joband everything ran likeawell-
oiled machine.

Professor Sheldon Helms,
adviser to the Psychology Club,
commented, “ Becauseof theover-
whelming success of this event,
we' remore motivated than ever to
continue our speaker seriesin the

Talk: nature, math connection
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with Golden Ratio propor-
tions).

Leonardo da Vinci’'s mas-
terpiece“MonalLisa’ presents
perhaps the clearest evidence
of the Golden Ratio’'s place
in art: not only is the frame
itself a Golden Rectangle, but
the composition of the entire
portrait can be broken down
into Golden Rectangles: the
proportions of her face, the
proportions of her nose and
the measurement from her
chinto her lips and the length
of her nose al correspond to

Jeff O'Connell delivered a talk

Golden Ratio also appears
throughout nature; “the
part that I find the most im-
pressive,” said O’ Connell.
Coincidentally, the Ratio
happens to dictate the most
efficient growth patterns for
seeds and leaves, resulting
in its appearance on almost
any plant.

It isin the best interests
of a plant growing leaves
directly fromacentral stalk,
explained O’ Connell, for
each to grow a certain dis-
tance radially from the one
beforeit, in order to ensure
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Michael Shermer, center, delivered a talk

on the psychology of beliefs Friday. Here he
stands with professor Sheldon Helms, left, and
Aaron Moss of the Psychology Club.

future. Wehavesevera educational
speakersinmindandwe' |l keepthe
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theGoldenRatio.“ Clearly,[da
Vinci] had aruler and was measuring this stuff out,”
said O’ Connell.

DaVinci’simmacul ateattentiontothe Golden Ratio
in“Monalisa’ looks natural becauseit is, explained
O’ Connell—many proportions of the human body
naturally conform to the Golden Ratio. The length of
your shoulder to your wrist divided by thelength from
your shoulder to your elbow is close to the Golden
Ratio; so is the length of your longest finger divided
by thelength of your pinkie. “The Golden Ratioisall
throughout the human body,” said O’ Connell.

Modern-day da Vincis don't even have to do the
calculations by hand, explained O’ Connell; the ratio
is so common in design that a template for it is built
into Adobe Photoshop.

Besides occurring naturally in the human body, the

on the Golden Ratio Friday.

thatit doesnot grow directly
under another leaf. Being an irrational number, the
Golden Ratioturnsout to betheidea candidate—each
leaf on a plant tends to grow about .618 of arotation
(around 228 degrees) around the stalk from the leaf
before it.

EvenasO’ Connell concludeshisBrown Bagsemes-
ter schedule, however, he has already begun planning
apresentation for thefall semester. The planned topic
isonlineencryptiontechnology, security that “isbased
on sixth grade math,” according to O’ Connell. He
plans on explaining how that math works—and how
that even as basic as s, it's powerful enough to keep
your online information secure.

Thenext Brown Bag of thewill beheld Friday, April
10. Geology Professor Paul Belasky will be presenting
“Geology: Key to Puzzles of the Ancient World.”

Bachelor Completion Programs
Applied Economics

Information Systems

Law Enforcement Leadership
Non-Profit Administration
Organizational Behavior and Leadership
Public Administration

Nursing Program
RN with ADN to MSN Clinical Nurse Leader

San Ramon Regional Campus
One Annabel Lane, Bishop Ranch 12
San Ramon, CA 94583

CLASSES BEGIN FEBRUARY 2009

Educating Minds and Hearts to Change The World

RTINO

SAN FRANCISCO CUPE

Degree Completion Workshops
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Monday, September 22
Tuesday, October 21
Wednesday, November 12
Thursday, December 11

CALL OR LOG ON TO RSVP:
925-867-2711
www.usfca.edu/regions/sanramon

Financial Aid & Scholarships available

SANTA ROSA

r e . = .' ’._
Plzza e |
LARGE
Tristen’s BBQ Chicken Special

BBQ Sauce with extra Cheddar Cheese,
BBQ%hickm, Red Onions, and Bell Peppers

1 7 92“ Reg. $23.50

Not valid with any other offer.

LARGE
‘40 Special
Ranch Sauce, Chicken, Spinach,
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+ tax
Not valid with any other offer.
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1572 Washington Blvd « Fremont

'$1 OFF Small Pizza

Ohlone Village Center

651-6858

These Values
Sun. « Mon. * Tues.

Coupons may not be combined.

Dine-In or Take-Out.
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