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Professor describes Russian Deaf culture

By ISAAC WEST
Saff writer

A Russian professor and chief
editor of the All Russian Federa-
tion of the Deaf Monthly presented
Russian Deaf art and history to
a crowd of about 50 at the Smith
Center on Tuesday. Ohlone Col-
lege, the Center for Deaf Studies,
and Gallaudet University Regional
Center at Ohlone sponsored the
presentation by the distinguished
scholar Dr. Victor Palenny.

Palenny explained the All-
Russian Society of the Deaf, or
the VOG, was formed in 1926
and is known as Russia’s largest
nationwide organization for the
deaf. Today, it comprises about
200,000 members. The VOG has
alarge material and socio-cultural
base consisting of 68 educational
and manufacturing ventures and

morethan 400 clubs, health centers
and educational establishments,
statistics which far outshine the
United States system for Deaf
education.

According to Palenny, there are
about 31,000 studentsin 271 differ-
ent deaf schoolsinRussia. Palenny
alsosaidthat almost every deaf per-
son hasajob, and that deaf people
mostly work innoisy environments
with loud machinery.

Palenny, himself deaf signed an
explanation of Russia'sstrict rules
for being late for work. “If you
accidentally show up late for work
for first time, it’s a first warning. If
[there are] second or third times,
then you go to jail for a month
or more. There was a Russia man
who ignored [hig] alarm. Later, he
realized hewill belatefor work but
it’s not first time late. He decided
to go and see his dentist and told

dentisttopull out any of hishealthy
teeth. Dentist doesn’t understand
why but he do it anyway. The man
said ‘thank you, Dentist!” Dentist
wants to know why he pulled out
of man’stooth, he asked him. The
man explained the reason why he
wanted his tooth to be pulled out
because he can make an excusefor
being late for work. Dentist told
him, ‘ Today is Sunday!"”

Palenny went to M oscow School
for Hard-of-Hearing Children and
graduated Moscow State Techno-
logical University with a degree
in engineering. He also obtained a
PhD. in education from Moscow
State Pedagogical University.

For academic research, he re-
searched deaf history and culture
and development, a program that
has since been approved by the
Russian Ministry of Education and
isbeingusedinanumber of Russian

environment

campus

tmunding@ohlone.edu

Math and Science Majors:
Have you ever considered a
Teaching Career?
Enroll For SPRING 2009,
Class starting from March 30th

In EDUC-202
Selected Topics
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©
Future Teachers Seminar \

* Complete 30 hours of Service Learning as a classroom
assistant in an elementary or secondary school

* Earn 2 CSU/UC transferable units
* Receive a $650 scholarship

* Meet twice a week, T & Th from 12:00 to 2:00 (HH-120) at
Fremont campus in a seminar on teaching math and
science, assessment, methodology, and the school

* Meet with your Ohlone instructor, mentor teacher and
fellow students and their mentors for a monthly reflection on
your classroom experience

* Prepare for a seamless transfer into a Bachelor’s
Degree/Secondary Credential Program at a CSU or UC

This Program receives funding from Symantec, Inc
EDUC-202MS TTH 12:00 —2:00, Rm. HH-120 Prof. Munding, T

If you are interested in this exciting program, please, contact:
Tania Munding, Mathematics Professor, Ph.D.

Phone: (510) 979-7448

schools for the Deaf and two Mos-
cow universities. Currently, heisa
lecturer, editor, conferenceorganizer
and author. He edited four books on

Deaf history and wrote two books,
“ThePersonfromtheSilent World”
and “History of the All Russian
Federation of the Degf.”

Nurses’
Day

Tuesday, May 5th 10 a.m. - noon.
The NSOC, Nursing Students of Ohlone
College, is celebrating Nurses Day at the

Newark Campus.

The purpose of Nurses Day is to
recognize, celebrate, and educate the
public about the contributions and
commitments nurses make.

3 Guest speakers, light snacks and
refreshments, scholarship awards, free gifts
for both Ohlone nursing students and
faculty, & a raffle.

Everyone is invited!

Join the Ohlone College Book Club!

Bibliophile’s Anonymous is reading Jane
Austen’s novel "Emma,” and will be viewing the 1995
romantic comedy, "Clueless", a clever film adaption of
Emma. English Professor Mark Brosamer, also clever,
will lead off the viewing with a brief discussion on the

subject of adapting literature to film.

When: Tues., April 9 12-1:30 PM
Where: Library, Room 1-307
Questions: Contact, KG Greenstein, Library

For more information, please see the Book Club Blog at:
http://ohlonebibliophiles.blogspot.com/




