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By JEFF
WEISINGER
Soorts editor

Poor
reception

On Saturday, the infamous
Black Hole became just that. A
hole.

Many Raider fans throughout
the country turned in their silver
and black when they heard these
exact words from NFL Comis-
sioner Roger Goodell:

“With the seventh pick of the
2009 NFL Draft, the Oakland
Raiders select... Darrius Hey-
ward-Bey, wide reciever, Mary-
land.”

With the cameras on Texas
Tech wide receiver Michael Crab-
tree, ready for him to be picked
by whom everyone thought would
be Oakland, the Raiders went,
once again, for the fastest guy in
the draft.

The announcement shocked
just about everyone, including
Heyward-Bey himself, who had
the cameras on him at his home
with hisfamily. Therewas no
excitement on Heyward-Bey’s
face on camera, just simple shock.

Heyward-Bey was projected
to be a late first-round pick to,
probably, the New York Giants,
who were also in need of awide
receiver since cuting Plaxico Bur-
ress afew weeks ago.

The 6-foot-3, 208 pound
All-ACC honorable mention as
ajunior with the Terrapins only
caught 43 balls last year for 609
yards with just five touchdowns.
However, heran a 4.3 40-yard
dash time at the NFL Combine,
but hislack of consistency
brought concern to many NFL
teams.

However, the sleeper pick that
many didn’t approve of is safety
Michael Mitchell from Ohio.

The 6-foot-1 safety was picked
in the second round, 47" overall
by Oakland. He only recorded
62 tackles and three interceptions
in 2008 and wasn't invited to the
NFL Combine, however in Ohio’s
pro-day, he ran a4.43 40-yard
dash and benched 225 pounds just
over 20 times.

Long story short, Oakland
made it clear that to them, speed
beats out production.

Oakland took a hig risk passing
on Crabtree in the first round of
Saturday’s draft, arisk that could
bring Oakland back to the top 10
in next year’s draft.

Instead of getting acomplete
receiver who's physical enough
to go over the middle, with hands
sure enough to catch what's
thrown to him, the Raiders took
another speedster for JaMarcus
Russell or Jeff Garciato try and
throw deep to.

Heyward-Bey hasto start in
order for him to be successful,
otherwise he'll be considered as
abust.

Both might be 6-foot-3, how-
ever speed isn't everything.
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Zach Johnson, below, sparked Ohlone’s late rally, then Jeff Johnson, above, hit a two-run home
run to score the Renegades’ only two runs as Ohlone lost to West Valley 6-2 Tuesday.

Renegades drop two of three on road

By JEFF WEISINGER
Soorts editor

With the playoffs just about in
sight, the Ohlone baseball team
went on their final road trip of the
2009 regular season before hosting
Thursday’s regular season finale
against Skyline.

The Renegades (34-9. 19-5) en-
teredthethree-gameroadtripriding
athree-gamewinstreak, momentum
much needed going toward theend
of the season.

What they didn't need was to
lose two out of three through last
weekend.

Ohlonelost 3-2at Monterey Pen-
insula last Thursday, ending their
three-game win streak. However,
the Renegades came back from the
losson Saturday, defeating Gavilan
College18-6, givingtheRenegades
their 34" win of the season, tying
the2002 Ohlonebasebal | teamwho
holds the school record for winsin

asingle season.

Ohlone, withachanceat breaking
the single-season win record and
winning the Coast Conferencetitle
outright for the firsttimein 18 years,
traveledto SaratogaTuesday totake
on the West Valley Vikings.

The Renegades sent sophomore
right hander lan Hoff (7-2) on the
mound to take on the Vikings.

Theusually“lights-out” Hoff was
anything but that on Tuesday asthe
Vikings knocked Hoff around, col-
lecting 10 hitsand scoring four runs
on Hoff as he only lasted through
four innings as the Renegades | ost
to the Vikings 6-2.

Freshman lefty Roberto Padilla
relieved Hoff and pitched a solid
four innings, allowing just two
runs on two hits while striking out
three batters.

West Valley took the early 3-0
lead against Hoff after the first two
innings, and shut out the Renegades
for aimost the whole game as the
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Renegade offense simply could not
get anything going against Vikings
starter Chris Balcom-Miller.
Ohlone third-baseman Zach
Johnson started the late rally in
the ninth inning by hitting a hard
line-drive single. His brother Jeff
Johnson sent a 3-2 pitch over the
fence for his 16™ home run of the
season, scoring Ohlone’s first and

only two runs of the game.

Ohlone will have one more shot
at breaking the record and winning
conference as they’ll host Skyline
College today at 2 p.m. in the sea-
son finale.

The Renegades are 1-1 against
the Trojans this year, winning the
last meeting 10-3 at Skyline back
on March 26.

Lady Renegades eager for playoffs

By TOMASORTEGA
Sportswriter

TheOhlone Softball team hasn'’t
played in a game since its final
season victory against rival Chabot
College two Saturdays ago.

There' sbeen no standing around
or waiting, though, for battery
mates Kelly Colker and Kat Sum-
ner and the rest of the Coast North
Conference Champion Ohlone
Renegades.

The seeds for the playoffs have
been set and Ohlone is dlated to
face off against Merced College
this weekend in a best of three se-
ries, hosted at the Ohlone Softball
field.

Ohlonedid not faceMerced dur-
ing the regular season thisyear, but
afew of theplayersrecall ameeting
in the fall.

Freshman outfielder Ashley Na-
hale remembers the fall match up
against their Regional playoff foes.
“Yeah, | remember weplayedthem
and beat them in the fall,” Nahale
said. “But we're a much stronger
team than we were then.”

Nahal e speaksfor morethanjust
her team in that sense. In 43 games
played, Nahale is batting .361 in-
cluding four home runs. She along
with teammate Kim Cawley arein
thetop eight among batting average
leaders in the Coast North and are
determined to lead their squad past
the Regional playoffs.

Sophomorepitcher Kelly Colker,
who is likely to get the game one
nod against M erced Saturday after-
noon, is excited for the first wave
of playoff games.

“We've never played them be-
fore,” Colker said. “Wedon’'t know

what they’relike so we need to be
disciplined against them.”

Colker mentioned that one of
Merced's pitchers has at least
two different ways she throws her
change up. Though it was strange
for Colker to mention that when
the Renegades have never faced
them.

“Wordgetsaround,” Colker said.
“1’ve never heard [of four spinson
achange up] before.”

“I thinkit’sall mental preparation
if shedoeshavelotsof change ups,”
Nahale said. “We're a good team
though, so we can adjust.”

“It’sinterestingtogointoagame
we don’t know anything about the
teamwe'replaying,” Colker’s bat-
tery mate, Kat Sumner said. “We
have no choice but to be peaking
right now.”

TheRenegadeshaveavariety of

thingsin their favor.

On paper, they were given the
sixthhighest seedinNorthern Cali-
fornia, which comes with a home
game to open the playoffs.

On the ball field, the Renegades
have the leadership of head coach
Donna Runyon.

“If they knew all the answers,
therewouldn’t be anything towork
onduringtheweek,” Runyonrebut-
tedwhen briefed on her team’ sfeel -
ings of the “unknown” team.

“We're going to work on mov-
ing in the same direction and play
well.”

The first game of the Regional
Playoffs starts at 2 p.m. Saturday
afternoonandwill continuethrough
Sunday.

Sunday’s first game begins at
noon and a second game will be
played at 2 p.m. if necessary.



