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Where
do classes
come from?

By SHELBY LACY
Saff writer

Students travel from class to
class at Ohlone and never think
about wheretheclassescomefrom.
Whodecideswhich classesto offer,
and what should be taught in each
class? And are Ohlone classes the
same as similar classes offered at
other colleges?

It al begins with a dedicated
faculty member who would like a
specific class added to the curricu-
lum. They have the most say in the
matter of changing the curriculum,
according to Brenda Ahntholz,
speechteacher andresident expertin
the curriculum-creation process.

Ateacher, when creating aclass,
can do nearly anything, aslong as
the class follows guidelines set by
thedistrictandthestatechancellor’s
office, she said.

So the faculty controls much
of the curriculum. “It’s all faculty
driven,” said Rachel Sherman, a
graduatewithan M.F.A.inEnglish
and creative writing. Also, for the
secondyear, shehasbeentheOhlone
CurriculumChair. Tohelpmakethe
coursesbetter, thereisacurriculum
meeting each month, from 3to 5
p.m. in Room 1407. Students are
welcome. Teacherscanvolunteer to
participate in this important piece
of the education puzzle.

Continued on Page 6

Trustees
plan more
class cuts

By KYLE STEPHENS
Saff writer

Oct. 14 meeting of Ohlone Col-
lege’'s Board of Trustees discussed
the budget and its affect on course
offerings, and the future of the
school.

The two bhiggest savings in the
budget were to be had through
Supplemental Employee Retire-
ment Plan (SERP), asit is cheaper
to pay aretired employee’s benefits
than pay them as a staff member,
and through the cutting of course
offerings. About 10 percent of fall
and spring courseswere cut, and 20
percent of summer ones.

The state of Ohlone's science
lab facilities was aso discussed,
how they primarily presented a
safety hazard to students and staff,
and secondarily how they were not

Continued on Page 6
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Big rain
oh campus

Ohlone students
scurry for cover dur-
ing Tuesday’s down-
pour, which was part
of the worst October
storm in the Bay Area
since 1962. Around
the area, power was
knocked out for
nearly 200,000, and
numerous tree limbs
fell, including some
that damaged cars.
This weekend looks
more promising, with
a forecast of partly
cloudy skies and highs
in the upper 60s.

‘Rabbit Hole’ featured in art project

By NAJIA QADIR
Saff writer

“For al [my] students, | want
themtoseethat thethingsthey learn
in each class are not isolated from
oneanother,” said Kenny Mencher,
art instructor.

Mencher was explaining why he
created “ The Rabbit Hole” project
for hisclass.

Mencher has asked his students
to create amural depicting scences
from David Lindsay-Abaire’'s
Pulitzer Prize winning play, “The
Rabbit Hole.”

“l want them to learn that the
artsare in a very real sense, inter-
disciplinary,” said Mencher. “ Sort
of like how the Smith Center isin-

terdisciplinary inhow it showcases,
music, visua art, dramatic artsand
that the studentswho participatein
theactivitiesare getting acompl ete
and comprehensive education.”

From Nov. 19 through Nov. 21
a talented group of students will
perform the play in the Jackson
Theater at the Smith Center.

“TheRabbitHole” hasasituation
driven plot featuring a 5-year-old
boy who is tragicaly killed in a
car accident, leaving behind his
parents and the guilty driver of the
other car to sort out the aftermath
of this heartbreaking event.

Mencher has asked his students
to produce unique postersthat cap-
ture specific scenes from the “The
Rabbit Hole.”

Mencher went to the rehearsals
of the play and took candid photos
of key scenes. From these pictures,
Mencher’s students will take apart
thesceng, literally squareby square
and each will draw their little piece
of the bigger picture in their own
way.

When his art students are fin-
ished, they will put thesguarepieces
back together to form afull- sized
poster of the particular scene from
the play and will taketheimages of
several different ideas al coming
together to portray a single piece.
The overal effect is quite unique
and fascinating to behold.

There are several other classes
that are collaborating in this“ Rab-
bit Hole” project. The classes that

areincluded arethe photo class, art
history, drama, drawing, painting,
aswell asthe gallery class.
Professor Mencher said he has
done this project before in his pre-
vious 11 years as an art professor
here at Ohlone, but this is the first
timeheisdoing aproject similar to
“The Rabbit Hole” in association
with the art gallery.
Thereareseveral scenesfromthe
auditions that will be portrayed in
thisuniquely drawn posters. When
they are completed they will be
hung along the curved wall in front
of the gallery. On the night of the
play therewill be areception at the
gallery to showcase photos and the
posters. Professor Mencher and his
students hope to see you there.

ASOC new outreach program

By EAN TAIJERON
Saff writer

This week, the ASOC approved
thecreation of anew committee, the
ASOC Outreach Committee.

The newly appointed chairper-
son, Senator Jason Trinidad, isthe
officer who wanted to create this
committee.

When discussing why the name
“Qutreach” was chosen, he said,
“1 imagine a hand, reaching out to
help a student,”

When asked what hisgoalswere
for Outreach, he said, “I want to

establish alively and healthy com-
munication between the students
and the ASOC,”

Hehopesto extend thesegoal sto
thestudentsat theNewark Campus,
whoinspired thesenator tothink up
this committee.

A study hasshown that students
feel alack of ASOC presence at
the Newark Campus and are not
sure what the ASOC does for
Ohlone.

So, with the opening of the
Recreation Room there will also
come the new ASOC Outreach
committee. With the energy of

the senators, the Newark Campus
community will know and estab-
lish a good relationship with the
ASOC.

Senator Trinidad was not only
appointed chairman of theOutreach
committee, but also the newly ap-
pointed Parliamentarian, which
means hewill now uphold the laws
of government.

Also, Dr. Gari Browning, the
president of Ohlone College, and
Vice President Ron Travenick,
visited the ASOC meeting and had
nothing but positive comments for
the senators.

After President Browning and
VicePresident Travenick departed,
businesscontinued with thediscus-
sion of the Halloween Costume
Contest.

The contest will be open to both
teachers and students and will be
held Oct. 28, From 11a.m.-2p.m.

The Grand prize will be an
Ipod Shuffle plus a $25 gift card
to the ltunes Store. First through
third prizeswill receive Target gift
cards: 1st: $75, 2nd $50, 3rd $25.

The grand opening of the recre-
ation room on the Newark Campus
istoday from noon to 1p.m.



