2 MONITOR October 15, 2009

OPINION

Associated Collegiate Press/
National Scholastic Press Association

All American
1984 1985 1986
1987 1988 1989
1990 1991 1992
Regiona Pacemaker
1988

Journalism Association
of Community Colleges
General Excellence
Fall 1994
General Excellence
Fall 2000
General Excellence
Fall 2004
General Excellence
Fall 2005

Offices are located in Room 5310 on campus, 43600 Mission
Blvd.,Fremont 94539-5884.Call (510) 659-6075.Fax: (510) 659-6076.
E-mail: monitor@ohlone.cc.ca.us

Opinions expressed in the MoNIToR are those of the respective
authors and are not necessarily those of the staff, the college or the
Associated Students of Ohlone College. Unsigned editorials reflect
the majority view of staff members. Advertising material is printed
herein for informational purposes and is not to be construed as
an expression of endorsement or verification of such commercial
ventures by the staff or college.

The MoniToris funded by the district by the Associated Students
of Ohlone College, and through advertising revenue.

The MoniTor is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press,
Journalism Association of Community Colleges, Community College
Journalism Association, California Newspaper Publishers Association,
College Media Advisers and Society of Newspaper Design.

Editor in chief:
News editor:
Opinion editor:
Features editor:

Jeff Weisinger
Gloria Franco
Manika Casterline
Nazia Mastan
Jillian Sanchez
Nick Zambrano
Japneet Kaur
Max Stephens
Kyle Stephens
Miguel Cerda
Ankita Chhabra
Theresa Gutierrez
Anika Dokes
Kathryn Dixon
Naijia Qadir
Kelsey Bloom
Lesly Hernandez
Hyder Alikhan
Tomas Ortega
Shelby Lacy
Jacob Schabert
Ean Taijeron
Tolo Dayo
Manal Bejaoui
David Epperson
Stuart Dawson
lan MacDonald
Jimmy Patten
Cheryl West
Nelam Rafiq
Anna BiaritzRoldan

Sports editor:
Photo editor:
Online editors:

Staff writers:

¢ REap
N "

10R 4
oM e,
é»‘,
& s
TN

™
o3y 3V

Photo staff:

Ad manager:

Ad staff: Christy Marovich
Cartoon staff: Ibrahim Badawy
Adviser: Bill Parks
Printer: F-P Press

//Hfow much ..j ¥
7

have we made?

— OPINION

Nobel Peace Prize awarded prematurely for promises

By MANIKA CASTERLINE
Opinions editor

In our media-saturated culture,
we often are inclined to canonize
rather than criticize. But as the
Opinions editor of this publica-
tion-as a hyper-analytical human
being-when havel ever boughtinto
the liberal conspiracy that deems
President Barack Obama as the
second coming of God himself?

Howard Schultz, CEO of Star-
bucks for the gift of the espresso
shot? Yes. A Chicago politician
harping the message of change?
No. So, when checking Facebook
on Friday morning and discovering
that Obamaisthe newest recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize, | was
hardly shocked or awed.

The world arguably does not
have a crush on Obama. What it
does have is a slobbering love af -
fair of nuclear proportions with a
man who tradesin on hismagnetic

charismafor promisesthat haveyet
tobedelievered on. It isabsolutely
ludicrousfor the Norwegian Nobel
Ingtituteto award Obamathehonor
seeing that he has held the office of
the presidency for less than ayear
and hasnot beenintheWhiteHouse
for a full presidential term. The
supposed nomination for a Nobel
Peace Prize is to be submitted by
Feb. 1 of the year, which the prize
isgiven. October seemspremature.
But serioudly, February?

This nomination has been in its
infancy practicaly since Obama
took the oath of office. All he had
done was win a historical election
against Sen. John McCain. To the
winner goes the spoils and this
Nobel Peace prize is seeped in the
concept of politics, not peace.

According to Alfred Nobel the
award ought to go, “to the person
who shall havedonethe most or the
best work for a fraternity between
the nations, for the abalition or the

reduction of standing armies and
for the holding and promotion of
peace congresses.”

The Nobel Peace Prize was first
awarded in 1901 to Alfred Nobel’s
friend and peace activist Baroness
Bertha von Suttner. Early on it
included categories of the sciences
since Nobel was a chemical engi-
neer who had invented dynamite
and ballistite.

The prize has been awarded to
politiciansaswell asforeign digni-
tariesinthepast. In 1906, President
Theodore Roosevelt was a Nobel
laureate for negotiating a 1905
peace treaty between Japan and
Russia, while President Woodrow
Wilson won in 1919 for creating
the League of Nations. Former U.S
VicePresidentAl Goreal sohaswon
for hiswork on the issue of global
warmingdespitehismassivecarbon
footprint. Controversial nominees
include dictators Adolf Hitler and
Benito Mussolini.

Now Obama won the accolade
onthepremiseof hiseffortsregard-
inginternational diplomacy, not on
achievement. TheNobel committee
said, “that it was for extraordinary
efforts to strengthen international
diplomacy and cooperationbetween
peoples.”

Obama’s policies have yet to
be implemented much less unfold
whentakingintoaccount that hehas
hardly beenontheglobal stagelong
enoughtorushtothejudgment that
culminatesin an award.

Andthatisnot tosay that Obama
is not actively engaging in diplo-
macy. Since taking office in January,
Obama has worked on improving
international relations through
policy initiatives. He is open to
speakingtoleadersof countriesthat
theU.SdisagreeswithsuchasNorth
Korea and Iran, which is a change
from the rhetoric of the prior Bush
administration. In the past month,
Iran has agreed to alow Interna-

tional Atomic Energy Association
inspectorsintotheir nuclear facility
at Qom. BothIranand North Korea
intend to participate in six-party
nuclear negotiations. Thesediscus-
sions signal a turning point in the
rolethat the United States portrays
asaglobal leader and that isapush
towards multi-lateral diplomacy.

However, theObamaadministra-
tion hasyet to betested on an array
of foreign policy issuesand hasnot
implemented any tough decisions.
There are aso the issues of what
actions ought to betakenin the on-
goingwarsinAfghanistanandlrag.
And how shall this administration
redefine success in either one.

Obamasaid,“l donotviewitasa
recognitionof my ownaccomplish-
ments. But, rather as an affirmation
of American leadership on behalf
of aspirations held by peoplein all
nations.”

The President was not awarded

Continued on Page 3

Let’s make some news and support Newsom

By NAZIA MASTAN
Features editor

Affair scandal aside, San Fran-
ciso Mayor Gavin Newsom has a
lot more to offer California than
onemay think. Evenformer United

States President Bill Clinton has
chosen to support Newsom in the
November 2010gubernatorial elec-
tion. It was important to me that |
find a candidate who would change
the face of California amidst the
whirl wind of false promises and
broken hope for our state.
Newsom proposes that he will
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enact programssimilartothosethat
he hasin San Francisco. as mayor,
Newsom used the city’s $24.5
million rainy day budget towards
education, giving 77 percent of the
citiesyouth after school programs,
and boosting theschool sto berated
number oneamong urbanschoolsin
Cdlifornia. Newsomhasalsoimple-
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mented Single Stop USA in three
of the city colleges. The program
alows untapped funds all ocated to
thestatetobefunneledintokeeping
studentsin college.

In his campaign, Newsom has
promised to deliver such programs
andfundinginto Californiacommu-
nity colleges. Newsom clearly has

Who do you think deserves a Nobel Peace Prize?
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“No one should, because peaceis
being sought through violence.”

the interests of studentsin mind.
The current governor has taken
away hillions of dollars from our
education system and we must
strivetoget it back sothat education
becomes a thriving factor within
California’s inner-city neighbor-
hoods and remains a factor that
Continued on Page 3
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