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Hartnell shaps Ohlone’s winning streak

By TOMASORTEGA
Saff writer

When a team rolls out a four-
game winning streak the way the
Ohlone Men's Soccer team has
twice this season, once in mid
September and the second this past
four gamestretch, it getstothepoint
where it is expected that they can
win every game played.

A 2-0win over atough DeAnza
team, on a turf field no less, the type
of field Ohlone has had problems
playing on previously this season,
surprised a number of the team’s
followers and only added to that
expectation.

Then came Tuesday afternoon’s
duel with Hartnell College, which
kicks off the toughest part of the
schedule for the Renegades, where
they would befacing teamsthat are
ranked in the top 15 in the North.

The matchup with Hartnell
ended badly for the Renegades

by ot

in their worst loss of the year, a
5-1 loss where all goals including
Ohlone’s, was put in by Hartnell.
Thelone Ohlonegoa cameby way
of an own goa that bounced off a
Hartnell defender after a free kick

by Ohlone's George Mayer 11.
Hartnell’s star forward Eduardo

Peterson begins tenth
year on Ohlone’s bench

By NICK ZAMBRANO
Joorts editor

Asidefromhisimpressive201-81win-loss
record, John Peterson has excelled where
other coacheshavefailed - job security. Next
weekend's tip-off of the Jonathan Wallace
Memorial Tournament will mark Peterson’s
tenth season as Ohlone's basketball coach.

Peterson admitted that he didn’t believeit
had been thislong since hejoined the Ohlone
community and was actually dumbfounded
to hear the news. “I’m lucky, I'’ve beenin a
good spot for thislong,” said Peterson. “Not
many coaches can say that they stayedin one
place, and withstand the period of time.”

Coming off a season in which he led the
Renegades to a 25-9 record and a sweet
sixteen appearance, Peterson has big shoes
to fill. Last season alone, the Renegades saw
Peterson win Coast Conference Coach of the
Year, while guard AJ Flournoy won Coast

Conference MVP and selected First Team,
All State. Post player AlphaN’ Diayewasal so
named Honorable Mention, All State.

“The goal isto win the statetitle, and the
expectationisto get better everyday interms
of reaching the goal,” said Peterson.

L ast season, Ohlonewassecondinthestate
in defense, allowing only 59 points per con-
test. Thisyear’ steam seemstobethecomplete
opposite according to Peterson. Under his
tutelage, Ohlone has won 20 or more games
in eight of the last nine seasons, not an easy
feat to accomplish by any means.

“We' renot nearly asgood defensively, and
it's a big concern,” said Peterson. “We can
score though, we can score probably better
than any team I’ ve had since |’ ve been here.
The ability to pass the ball, and the willing-
nessto passthe ball is phenomenal, it'salot
of fun to coach because of that.”

The ‘08-09 squad was filled with a major-
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Verduzco, who was honored as the
forward of the year last season, ter-

- Phot by Dévid Eers
Jorge Gomez, right, dribbles through a pair of defenders in the
Renegades’ worst loss of this season, 5-1 to Hartnell College.

rorized the normally good Ohlone
defense. Particularly team captain

Saman Haidari who was directly
involved in all five goals scored
by Hartnell.

“l came in and told Juan (Al-
varez) ‘they’re not that strong,’”
Verduzco said, referring to his
teammate who was honored last
year astheCoast Conferenceplayer
of the year.

“We knew their weakness so
we wanted to put them away,” said
Verduzco. " Lastyear (Alvarezandl)
played together, so | cantell where
he iswith my eyes closed.”

By halftime Ohlone saw them-
selves down 3-0, which included
two goals by Verduzco and athird
goal that awed the crowd.

With the half nearing a close,
Alvarez dribbled to the top of the
half-circle and was met by two
Ohlone defenders.

Alvarez then performed a spin
move that was made popular by
the French legend Zinedine Zidane
J and sent a pass to the right side of
on the 18-yard box to midfielder Juan
Espinoza.

From there, Espinozastruck a
high-paced shot that zipped by
Ohlone keeper Iman Aghel and
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Women’s hoops: New
coach, same swagger

By JACOB SCHABERT
Saff writer

The Ohlone Lady Renegades are looking
to build off asolid ' 08-' 09 campaign asthey
headintoanew basketball season. Lastyear’s
team was the first team in school history to
finish the season undefeated in conference
play, (12-0), and 19-9 overal. The Lady
Renegades fell one game short of a heading
to Fresno for the state championships.

Lastyear’ steamwascoached by Elizabeth
Stanley, whohascoached thel ady Renegades
since 2001. Stanley was not renewed a con-
tract for the upcoming season. Taking over
thisyear as head coach is Julie Allender. Al-
lender hasbeen an assistant to Stanley for the
past three seasons. |n those seasons she was
in charge of recruiting, offensive strategies,
and player devel opment.

“1 don’tthink there'sreal big differencesat
thislevel, | teach the game, that’sabig thing

for me. I'm huge on teaching situations and
teaching kidsthe game| think amajority has
to do with the talent you have in that year to
the style you bring,” Allender said.

TheL ady Renegadeswill try to continueto
play solid, error-free ball thisyear, and limit
as many mental mistakesas possible. Keep-
ingahighintensity, level-headed approachis
something Allender is preaching to her team
this offseason.

This year's team will be returning six
players from last season, as well as six new
players, anevenbalance. A couplekey return-
ersinclude guard Jasmine Rubin. Rubin led
the team offensively last year,her best game
wasaZ27-point performance, togoalongwith
a 40 percent field goal percentage.

Another key returner isGeneayaRodgers.
Rodgers has the potential to lead the statein
many statistical categories. Rodgersis ex-
pected to lead the Lady Renegades with her
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Ladies drop a heartbreaker to Las Positas

By ANKITA CHHABRA
Saff writer

The Ohlone’'s Women's soccer
team were faced with some rough
conditionsthat costthemtheir game
this past Tuesday against Las Posi-
tas College, losing 4-3. The Lady
Renegadesstuck throughthewhole
game and put up a great fight in ef-
forts to tie the game, however just
asLasPositasHead Coach Sissi do
Amor said, “sometimes the wind
gets the better of you.”

The game began with neither
team being able to control the ball
withthehighwindsblowingandthe
projection of theball being misread
by many of the players in order
to play. However, it was Hawks
forward Stefani Amaral broke the
nil game, but her moment of glory
was soon matched up with Ohlone
captain’s Casey Tuoto’s goal.

“Therewas alot of miscommu-
nication going on which got alot of
confused, but it wasawell matched
game between the teams and they
just did better,” said Tuoto.

Thesecond half commencedwith
the 2-2 tie and both teams looking
foranopportunity toswingthegame
intheir direction. With the weather
conditions not looking any better,
the first 15 minutes was a juggle
between both teamsto gain control
of theball. Sincethe conditionsdid
not allow for much of an air game,
the ladies were forced to keep the
ball grounded and hope that they
could move swiftly on their feet.

“With these conditions we had
to play on foot and since they
playeddirectly wehadtowork even
harder,” said Ohlone Coach Larry
Hedlin. TheHawksonceagainbroke
thetie, but afew minuteslater Sum-
mer Winterstiedthegame, 3-3with

an assist by Arielle Brown.

“We changed up our formation
and hoped that the new rotation
would have worked, but they just
ended with a lucky last shot,” said
Tuoto.

The Hawks put up the last goal
with seven minutes to spare in the
gameconcludingavictory forthem.
“The girls worked hard and both
teams made nice goalsand it could
have been either team’s game,”
Hedlin said.

The Lady Renegades have
some key four games coming up
that will determine their standing
in conference and chances in the
championships. With the season
almost comingtoitsclose, theladies
holdarecordof 7-7-1. They aretied

in conference with Las Positas for
second place. They will be playing
their next gameagainst SkylineCol-
lege this Friday in San Bruno.
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Reanna Williams, right, and the Lady Ren-
egades were stunned by a Las Positas goal.



