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Meet Kim,

the

real Rain Man

By KELSEY BLOOM
Saff writer

By the time Kim Peek was 3
years old, he could read the entire
dictionary. At age4 1/2, Peek, now
amiddle-aged man, had memorized
a full encyclopedia series that he
wasn't yet strong enough to pick
up.

However, Peek’sgiftsalso came
with somedisabilities. Hehad very
poor motor skills, he had a head
more than twice the size of other
children, he had great trouble con-
necting and even sociaizing with
other people.

These symptoms, along with the
very small amount of information
onneurological disordersavailable
in 1951, left Peek being diagnosed
as severely retarded as a young
child. The doctor’s prognosis, as
explained by Peek’sfather Fran, was
to put Peek in a mental institution
for life and forget about him. But
upon seeing Peek’ sfantastic ability
growing beforehiseyes, herel ented,
demanding that Peek be raised at
home like anormal child.

Peek, the subject of the 1988
film “Rain Man,” starring Dustin
Hoffman, appeared in the Jackson
Theater Friday night, sponsored by
Ohlone's Psychology Club.

Now that the science of neurol-
ogy has grown so much with the
help of technology and the study
of Peek himself, hecan be properly
diagnosed with Savant Syndrome.
It is not the same for everyone,
but in Peek’s case it means that
although he does share alot of the
same problems with the mentally
retarded, it also means that he was
bornwithout acorpuscallosumand
hasaneideticmemory. Hecanrecall
over 95 percent of hislife.

The corpus collusum is the net-
work in the brain that connects the
left and right hemispheres. One of
themainjobsof thecorpuscallosum
is to filter through our short-term
memoriesanddecidewhichonesare
mostimportant andrel evant sothey
can be copied to long-term.

Because Peek was born without
one, his brain retains everything
withalmost nodiscrimination, from
his10th birthday party tohow many
pages are in the last book he read.

Lacking a corpus callosum also
allowshimto be one of theworld's
fastest readers. The average person
reads a page with both eyes, dis-
seminating the information asthey
go. Because Peek’ shemispheresare
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separate, he is able to read the | eft
page with hisleft eye and the right
pagewith hisright eye, thensimply
let hisamazing memory take over.
Thelocad library is Peek’sfavorite
place in the world, where he reads
up to eight books a day.

Peek’s vast differences made it
extremely difficult for him to inte-
grateintosociety growingup, every
day wasastruggle. Franwanted his
family and others sharing the same
problems to have support, but he
found that many familieswere too
embarrassed to admit that a child
had asimilar disability, likemental
retardation. Therefore, Peek and his
father have dedicated their livesto
hel ping bresk through the stigmaof
retardation and mental disorders.
An organization of people with
mental disabilities and their fami-
lies was helped founded by Fran
in the seventies and was a mgjor
player in a 1976 hill that required
nationally that states provide spe-
cial education.

Peek was there that day to see
President Ford sign that bill into
law and had some choice words
for him.

“Mr. Ford, now that you’re
president you may think that you
arethemostimportant personinthe
country,” said Peek, “but you’renot,
your wife Betty (Ford) has helped
more people with cancer than you
will ever helpin yourlife.” Ateary-
eyed Fordthen hugged Peek before
signing the bill into law.

Thingslikethat arevery simple
toPeek. Justlikethecardinal direc-
tionsonacompass, hisentirelifeis
guided by avery smple principle.
As Peek puts it, “treat others like
you want to be treated and try to
make the world a better place.” It
isthat simple.

It is statements, and more
importantly actions, like that
that might make Kim Peek the
most complicated simple-man on
the planet, or is he the simplest
complicated-man?

Browning
says nho to
pay raise
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they could be laid off. She said,
“We love students and that’s why
we end up working for a college.
Conseguently we let ourselves be
abused by getting caught up in
situations where we work for no
pay because we want the students
to succeed.”

Kirshner expects UFO to finish
itsvoteinabout twoweeks, because
part-time teachers must be given
time to vote

According to President Dr.
Gari Browning, Ohlone Service
Employees International Union
(SEIV), aunion of about 100 facil-
ity or maintenanceworkersheaded
by custodian James Dempsey, has
tentatively agreedtoa4 percent pay
cut. Dempsey was not available for
comment.

Browning and all 45 managerial
employees have agreed to take five
furlough days, which isequivalent
to dlightly less than a 4 percent
pay cut.

Browning has waived any
increase in salary. Usualy, if an
Ohlone college president receives
agoodyearly evaluation, theBoard
votesto give an increasein salary.
Such an increase was in the works
for Browning after her passing
evaluation in September.

At the Faculty Senate Meeting
on Tuesday, Jessica Reynolds of
the Lew Edwards Group reported
apoll of Fremont, Union City, and
Newark residents about Ohlone
College. She determined that 61
percent of therespondents, who are
potential voters, think that Ohlone
should passabondfor $350million
for construction and facilities im-
provements. A 55 percent majority
of votesisrequiredto passthistype
of bond. Building facilities for the
sciences, medicine, mathematics
and technology was particularly
attractive to voters. The Board of
Trustees plans to vote to place the
bond measure on the ballot in July
of 2010.
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Get a free guide and quote from
AAA. Find out how to geta $10

gas card when we provide you
with an insurance ('!IL_J(_'_)"‘Q
Conifact Adrian E Kendrick
for more information at:

394600 Balentine Dr. Newark, CA 94560

Eugene. I(endrick@goAAA.co

Swine flu symptoms
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sonal flu but a lot of students are feeling HIN1 symptoms. Cali-
fornia colleges are experiencing about a 30 percent increase of
cases each week. Sally Bratton, director of the Student Health
Center, has provided an accurate chart to show the difference
between symptoms of a cold, seasonal flu, and HINT.

This way teachers can determine if your student should be
sent home or if they should continue attending class.

And students can decide whether they should stay home.

The chart will be available in the Ohlone Monitor website:
http://www.ohlonemonitoronline.com/

For more detailed health information, consult any of the
friendly staff at the Ohlone Health Center, located in Building
7, third floor, or your own health care provider.
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It is still possible to transfer for Spring 2010
to Notre Dame de Namur University.

We understand thar transterring o a new
college can be challenging. That’s why, in
addition to smaller classes and personal
attention, we go the exrra yard to make the
transition simple. Check out the NDNU
campus. Take a rour, have transcripts
reviewed and get an overview of the
transfer process. We're ready when you
are and we can get you started now.

Accepting applications
for Spring 2010

To get more information or RSVP visic
www.NDNU.edu or call (650)508-3600.
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