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Marchers for educational funding Friday included, from left, Jon Roupo-
lis, Andie Morehous, Jasen Trinidad, Ngan Vu, Kevin Feliciano, Michaela 
Devine and Marvin Salonga. All except Roupolis are Ohlone students.
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Newark to host 
NUMMI forum
By Kathryn Dixon
Staff writer

Ohlone College will host a 
high-level federal meeting called 
the NUMMI Forum to discuss the 
closure of the NUMMI plant and the 
loss of nearly 5,000 jobs on Friday 
at the Newark Center, beginning 
at 1 p.m.   

Congressman Pete Stark will 
introduce Dr. Ed Montgomery, 
executive director, White House 
Council on Automotive Commu-
nities and Workers.  Representa-
tives will attend from the U.S. 
Departments of Labor, Commerce, 
Housing and Urban Development, 
Energy, Transportation, Health 
and Human Services, Justice and 
Agriculture, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Small 
Business Administration. 

According to Atenogenes Villar-
real, an official in the Department 
of Labor, the officials will discuss 
how the federal government can 
support the recovery of the local 
auto community.  

They will listen to NUMMI 
representatives and local leaders to 

identify ways to help the recovery.  
Dr. Montgomery will trouble-shoot 
issues raised in testimony presented 
by panelists.  About 70 guests have 
been invited to attend, in addition 
to the panelists.

The NUMMI automotive plant 
in Fremont is expected to close in 
March 2009 because of nationwide 
cutbacks in production by Toyota 
and General Motors.  

Federal officials will discuss 
the impact of the plant closure on 
other local businesses connected to 
NUMMI.  The economic welfare of 
the local communities is at stake 
because NUMMI is the biggest 
employer in Alameda County. 

Bob Wasserman, mayor of Fre-
mont, said  the NUMMI closure 
itself is the focus of the meeting, 
however the focus of  his presenta-
tion will be the impact on Fremont 
residents.  David Smith, mayor of 
Newark and head of the Ohlone 
Foundation, will give a presenta-
tions at the meeting about the 
impact of the closure upon Newark 
residents.

Ohlone President Dr. Gari 
Continued on Page 6

Ohlone students march
against college cutbacks

The search for other life in the universe

Dr. Colin Goldblatt talks to students after his 
talk in the Jackson Theater Tuesday.
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By Manika Casterline
Opinion editor

Ten Ohlone students, and at least 
one faculty member, were among 
more than 100 who marched in San 
Francisco Friday to protest cuts to 
California’s education budget. 

Most of the Ohlone marchers 
were members of the  Associated 
Students of Ohlone College. They 
joined members of the Ohlone Civic 
Engagement Club  in a march from 
the Westin St. Francis Hotel to Yerba 
Buena Gardens.

The Academic Senate for Cali-
fornia Colleges, which has an 
office in Sacramento, coordinated 
the candlelit vigil as a means to 
raise public awareness for their 

message and garner support for the 
111 California community colleges 
and centers. 

The event was organized by 
the Student Senate Council for 
California Community Colleges 
(SSCCC) as part their fall 2009 
General Assembly meeting that 
kicked off on Nov. 6 with the 
guiding theme S.O.S (Save Our 
Schools)-Educated Voices Light 
the Way. SSCCC functions to relay 
the growing list of concerns for the 
estimated 2.9 million students that 
they represent.

Ohlone Civic Engagement Club 
President and ASOC Senator, Andie 
Morehous said, “I think there was 
an amazing turnout and it was 
effective in creating the passion 

within the students that went to the 
SSCCC. I think it was amazing we 
had support with the police escort. 
And the general public of S.F at the 
time was aware of what we were 
doing at the time because we had the 
megaphones and the signs.”

S.F Mayor and former 2010 
gubernatorial candidate Gavin 
Newsom was expected to speak, 
but failed to show up.  The can-
dlelit vigil ended up being strictly 
a demonstration by the faculty and 
students that are tied to the com-
munity college system.

The Ohlone Civic Engagement 
club plans to sponsor a speak out 
on Dec. 8 or 9 in the main campus 
cafeteria about what is going on 
with education.  

By Kathryn Dixon
Staff writer

Dr. Colin Goldblatt, post-doc-
toral research fellow at the NASA 
Ames Research Center, took the 
audience at Ohlone’s Smith Center 
from the prehistory of earth, when 
the atmosphere, devoid of methane 
and oxygen, was dead, to the dis-
covery of the 400th planet and the 
techniques used to try to analyze its 
atmosphere.  

His goal: to show how astro-
biology is looking for life in the 
universe. 

Throughout the lecture on Tues-
day night, Goldblatt talked about 
“what is life?”  Nine-tenths of the 
history of life on the earth consisted 
of bacteria, making his life form 
one which is especially sought 
after by astrobiologists because it a 
likely form to find, and could lead 
to proving the existence of higher 
life forms.  

Essentially, Goldblatt could not 
define life and dared anyone to do 
so.  “You know it is life if it has an 
information storage system, and 
energy to reproduce,” he said.

Goldblatt further explained that 
life is essentially a creature that 
takes in liquids and then excretes 
them.  Life on Earth has created an 
atmosphere consisting of oxygen and 
methane and a certain abundance of 
these is necessary in an atmosphere 
in order for life to exist. 

By the use of stunning visual 
images of the planets and actual 
images captured on their surface by 
spacecraft and telescopes, he took 
his audience on a tour of the solar 
system and then the galaxy.  

Mercury and Venus were too hot 
for life, although he conceded that 
we do not know what is on the sur-
face of Venus, a planet covered by a 
huge toxic atmosphere.  The pictures 
of Mars captured by the “Spirit” and 
“Opportunity,” the land rovers, were 

beautiful and eerie and amazing 
detailed.  They did not show life, 
but showed sedimentary rock.  

According to Goldblatt, there 
is no life on Mars now, however, 
if one could drill through the sedi-
ment, he believes that fossil life 
would probably be found.  That is 
because Mars currently has some 
oxygen in its atmosphere and water 
on its surface, although not enough 
to sustain life.

Continued on Page 3



FEATURES
November 12, 2009   MONITOR  5

�,�E�M�V���&�M�^�����E���G�Y�P�Q�M�R�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���G�L�E�V�E�G�X�I�V�W
�8�L�I���G�E�W�X���S�J���X�L�I���½�P�Q���,�E�M�V���&�M�^���G�E�Q�I���X�S�K�I�X�L�I�V���J�S�V���E��Monitor���M�R�X�I�V�Z�M�I�[�����M�X���M�W���E�T�T�E�V�I�R�X���M�R���X�L�M�W���T�L�S�X�S���X�L�E�X���X�L�I�M�V���G�L�I�Q�M�W�X�V�]��
�T�I�V�Q�I�E�X�I�H���X�L�I���E�X�Q�S�W�T�L�I�V�I����

�&�E�G�O���V�M�K�L�X�����/�I�I�J�I�����6�I�Z�I�V�I�R�H���-�Z�S�V�]���&�I�R�R�I�X�����6�E�Q�S�R�H�E���'�Y�X�V�I�V�����%�P�I�\�M�W��
�&�I�R�R�I�X�X�����1�M�W�W���1�S�R�M�O�E�����&�I�V�R�E�V�H���2�E�M�H�Y�����1�M�G�L�E�I�P���+�E�Q�Q�E�G�L�����*�V�S�R�X���V�M�K�L�X����
�&�V�M�X�X�R�I�M���;�E�W�L�M�R�K�X�S�R

Staff photo

By NAzIA MAsTAN
Features Editor
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�P�H�P�E�H�U�����6�K�D�Z�Q�D���/�X�F�H�����6�K�H���K�D�V���D��
�0�D�V�W�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�U�R�P��
�6�D�Q�� �-�R�V�H�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�K�D�V�� �D�L�G�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �L�Q�� �K�H�U�� �M�R�E�� �D�V�� �V�F�U�L�S�W��

�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�R�U���� �/�X�F�H�� �G�L�F�W�D�W�H�G�� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�V�F�H�Q�H�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���E�H���V�K�R�W�����L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K��
�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�D�W�� �W�R�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �L�Q��
�R�Q�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���Z�H�D�N��

�7�K�H���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���H�Y�H�Q���Z�H�Q�W���D�V��
�I�D�U�� �D�V�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�I���V�H�W�� �W�R�� �Z�R�U�N�� �R�Q��
�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����V�R��
�D�V���W�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���Á�X�L�G���V�F�H�Q�H�V�����'�R�U�R�W�K�\��
�*�U�H�H�Q�����Z�K�R���L�V���'�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�·�V���P�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q��
�W�K�H���P�R�Y�L�H�����L�V���S�O�D�\�H�G���E�\���5�D�P�R�Q�G�D��
�&�X�U�W�U�H�U�����+�L�V���I�D�W�K�H�U�����'�R�Q�D�O�G���*�U�H�H�Q���L�V��
�D�F�W�H�G���E�\���%�H�U�Q�D�U�G���1�D�L�G�X�����Z�K�R���P�H�W��
�Z�L�W�K���5�D�P�R�Q�G�D���R�I�I���V�H�W���V�R���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G��
�J�H�W���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U����

�7�K�L�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �K�H�O�S�H�G�� �W�R��
�F�U�H�D�W�H�� �D�� �P�R�U�H�� �U�H�D�O�L�V�W�L�F�� �V�F�H�Q�H�� �W�K�D�W��
�S�R�U�W�U�D�\�H�G�� �F�K�H�P�L�V�W�U�\�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H��
�W�Z�R���D�F�W�R�U�V�����7�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�V�W���V�H�H�P�V��
�W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���D���O�R�W���W�R���W�K�H���P�R�Y�L�H���W�R�R����
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �\�H�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �V�K�R�R�W-
�L�Q�J���H�Q�G���G�D�W�H��

�7�K�H���F�D�V�W�����V�H�H�P�V���W�R���J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H�O�\���J�H�W��
�D�O�R�Q�J�����W�K�H�L�U���O�D�X�J�K�V���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H�G���H�[-
�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���P�D�G�H���P�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���V�L�W���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H�P���D�Q�G���S�R�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J�V���R�I���D��
�J�U�H�D�W���P�R�Y�L�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���,���I�H�H�O���+�D�L�U���%�L�]��
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�I���W�K�H���F�D�V�W���S�R�U�W�U�D�\�V���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�Q�V�H��
�R�I�� �N�L�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�Y�L�H���$�I�W�H�U��
�V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J�����+�D�L�U���%�L�]�
�V���Q�H�[�W���V�W�H�S���L�V���W�R��
�E�H���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���À�O�P���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�V��

�,�W���L�V���D�O�V�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���À�O�P��
�E�H���S�L�F�N�H�G���X�S���E�\���D���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U���V�R���Z�H��
�F�D�Q���D�O�O���H�Q�M�R�\���L�W��

Staff photos
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A broken drain pipe forced Buildings and Grounds workers to shut 
off water Monday night to Buildings 2, 3, 4 and 5. Water remained 
off through Tuesday, closing restrooms, including this one in 
Building 5.

Retention program correction
In the Nov. 5 edition of the Monitor, the story about a retention 

program said the program is named Nishiti, when it is actually named 
Nishati. Also, we said the Nov. 17 mixer for interested students 
will be in Building 1, when it actually be in the first floor lobby of 
Building 7, from noon to 1:30 p.m. For more information, contact 
Yvonka Headley at YHeadley@ohlone.edu. 

Continued from Page 1
Browning will also attend the 
meeting.  

She and Leta Stagnaro, vice 
president and head of the Newark 
campus, will provide a tour of the 
campus for the federal officials.  
Stagnaro said Newark was selected 
for the Department of Labor forum 
because “Ohlone is in the early 
phase of meeting with NUMMI to 
provide a work training program for 
laid-off workers. Also, Ohlone has 
a solar energy and environmental 
program which is attractive to the 
federal government.”  Grants may 
be available to Ohlone to provide 
this training in the near future.

A spokesperson for Congress-
man Stark said that the meeting will 
address overcoming any obstacles 
that local leaders and NUMMI 
representatives have encountered 
when trying to secure assistance 
and funding from federal agencies 
in order to handle the lay-offs. 

Ohlone stands to gain public 
recognition by hosting the federal 
panel, especially if it leads to any 
project that can aid the laid-off 
workers or the cash-strapped com-
munity. This would be just in time 
for the district’s pending campaign 
to pass a $350 million  bond issue 
to repair the Fremont campus.  

NUMMI 
forum

Water cut off

Photo by Manal Bejaoui
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12 Sustainability 
Committee meeting, Room 
NC-1219, Newark campus, 
noon to 1 p.m.

12 Learning Disabilities 
Informational meetings, 
Room 7107, Student 
Services Center, Building 
7, first floor, 12:10 to 1:30 
p.m.

12 Lecture/Demonstration 
of Indian Music for Ohlone 
music classes with widely 
acknowledged classical 
musician (of North Indian 
genre) Partha Bose, Room 
2133, Building 2, first floor, 
1 to 2 p.m.

12 Gay Straight Alliance 
(GSA) meeting in the 
Green Room, Smith Center, 
4 p.m.

12-14 Fall Theatre 
Production: Rabbit 
Hole by Ohlone College’s 
Theatre and Dance 
Department at the Smith 
Center, 8 p.m. (Nov. 
13 show will be ASL 
interpreted)

13 NUMMI closure  
forum.  Congressman Pete 
Stark’s office will hold a 
forum on the topic of the 
NUMMI closure, NC 2100, 
noon to 4  p.m.

13-14 Women’s Water 

November Polo, away at  West Valley 
College, Saratoga for Nor-
Cal Championships, all day 

13 Men’s Soccer, away vs. 
West Valley College, 3 p.m. 

13 Women’s Soccer, home 
vs. DeAnza College, 3 p.m.

13 Women’s Volleyball, 
away vs. Skyline College, 
San Bruno, 6:30 p.m. 

14 Super Flea Market held 
the second Saturday of each 
month in Parking Lots E 
and H, Fremont campus, 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. (Parking fee: 
$2)

14 Men’s Baseball, home 

vs. Cabrillo College, 11 
a.m.
 
14 Women’s Basketball, 
home vs. Feather River 
College, 5 p.m.

16 SLOA Committee 
meeting, Room NC-2122, 
noon to 1 p.m.

16 Men’s Baseball home 
vs. Fall World Series, 2 p.m.

16 General Education 
Committee meeting, Room 
1407, 3 to 5 p.m.
 
16 Curriculum Committee 
Screening Meeting, Room 
1407 / NC-1317, 3 to 5 p.m.

16 College Council, Room 
7101, Fremont campus; 
video conference from NC-
1219, Newark 3 to 4:30 p.m.

17 HIV Testing Clinic, 
Student Health Center, 
Room 7302, Building 7, 
third floor, 11 a.m. to noon.

17 Re-Entry Students 
Support Group, Room 
7207, Student Services 
Center, noon to 1 p.m.

17 Men’s Baseball home 
Fall World Series, Fremont 
campus, 2 p.m.

17 TechComm meeting, 
Room 1407 (ITC), Fremont 
campus 2 to 3 p.m.


