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Larry Osborne left, conducts the Ohlone Symphony Orchestra. At right, the orches-
tra & Osborne receive recognition for their work.

Symphony Orchestra performs for Ohlone

By ANIKA DOKES
Saff writer

If youenjoy livemusicthatissoft,

soothing and enjoyable to the ear.

Ohlone Symphony Orchestra
is the place for you to come out
and listen.

The Ohlone Symphony Orches-
tra formerly known as the Ohlone
Chamber Orchestra, is a group of
dedicated volunteer musicianswho
perform great classical music for
our community. They opened their
seventh season this fall semester
on Oct. 13 under the direction of
Music Director and Conductor
Larry Osborne.

Osborne has been conductor of
theOrchestrasincefall of 2003, and
he continues each year to conduct
the orchestra and symphony who

make outstanding music.

Osborne has several degrees
in music performance and music
educationand hastaught musicedu-
cationat all levelsfrom elementary
school through college.

In addition to teaching, Osborne
has been amember of the San Jose
Ballet Symphony, a French hornist
with the Opera San Jose, American
Wind Symphony, San Francisco
OperaOrchestraaswell asthe San
Francisco Theatre Orchestra.

He is not only an outstanding
music director and conductor, but
Oshorne also has the passion to
teach instrumental and string mu-
sic to elementary and junior high
students at Hayward intermediate
schoolsaswell in addition to three
other elementary schools in the
Hayward Unified School District.

Over the past severa years the
Ohlone orchestra has been receiv-
ing two sources of funding from
the Associated Students of Ohlone
College and ticket sales.

Osborne said that “the Orches
tra performs four concerts per
season; but because of the budget
cuts that are being made to some
of the departments on campus the
Orchestraisgoing to continuetheir
second concert starting in March
of 2010.”

Themajority of the co-orchestra
members in the Symphony are en-
rolled at Ohlone and therest of the
Symphony and Orchestramembers
are not Ohlone students.

TheOhlone Orchestraand Sym-
phony boasts a variety of different
age groups from 15 going all the
way to 60 years old.

The Ohlone Orchestra and
Symphony is open to college or
professional experienced players
who play the violin, viola, cello,
trumpet, bass, flute, piccolo, oboe,
clarinet, bassoon, French horn,
timpani as well as a host of other
instruments.

In the coming months, Osborne
states, “ TheOrchestrahasenormous
plans to prepare for their second
concert, whichwill beheldinMarch
and May of 2010.”

The musical pieces that the Or-
chestra plans on playing include
“Overture to the Opera*“ Nabucco”
by Verdi, Serenada No. 10 “Grand
Partita” featuring the Ohlone
Symphony OrchestraWind Players
Mozart and Symphony No. 7 by
Antonin Dvorak.

However, for the May perfor-

mancesthe Symphony and Orches-
tra will aso play “Two Fanfaves
For Bassand Percussionby Richard
Stravss as well as “ Second Piano
Concerto by Rachmaninoff with
soloist Russell Hancock and finally
Beethoven Fifth Symphony.”

The Nutcracker

The Fremont Symphony
Orchestra will put on their
production of Tchaikovsky's
Nutcracker Ballet on Satur-
day, Dec. 5at 2 and 7 p.m as
well as on Sunday, Dec. 6
at 2 p.m. For tickets, contact
Ohlone’s Box Office @ 510-
659-6031

Egyptian students form Q&A panel

By NAZIA MASTAN
Features editor

Ohlone offers its students an
opportunity to attain an education.
However, our exchange programs
alow ustoenrichourselveswith the
beauty of diversity. Sixteen Egyp-

tian studentsare currently studying
at Ohlone on scholarships.

The students are enriching our
daily interactionswiththeirrichcul-
ture and points of view, increasing
our learning experiences through
simple exchanges.

Ohlone's Speech Deparment is

puttingonapanel of our scholarship
studentsfrom Egypt; aquestionand
answer session here at Ohlone col-
lege. It will be held today, Nov. 19
from 12 to 12:50 p.m. in Building
3, Room 3102.

Therewill bethree Egyptian stu-
dentsonthepanel whohavereceived

scholarshipstoattend Ohlone, these
scholarships have benefitted our
college community immensly in
expanding our outreach.

The students will be speaking
and answering quesitons on vari-
oustopics. Sometopicssuch asthe
geography, religion, politics and

Nutcracker at Ohlone

The Berkeley City Ballet is being featured at Ohlone College with their win-
ter production of The Nutcracker. It will be performed on Saturday, Dec. 19,
at | and 5 p.m. as well as on Sunday, Dec. 20, at | and 5 p.m. The Nutcracker
will be in Ohlone’s Jackson Theater.

therich culture of Egypt have been
outlined for them to discuss, while
awide range of questions may be
asked.

According to Eddie West, who
isdirector of Ohlone'sInternational
Programsand Servicesdepartment,
thepanel’sgoa istosharethe Egyp-
tian student's personal experiences.
Also, to enlighten Ohlone students
and staff about Egyptian valuesand
culture and share in the spirit of
International Education Week.

IEW or International Educa-
tion Week is organized by the
Department of Education, and is
from Nov. 16-20. It is a nationaly
observedweek that cel ebratesinter-
national students and educational
exchanges.

Many colleges across the na-
tion are putting on similar forums
and discussions that highlight the
contributions that foreign students
give our ingtitutions.

International Education Week
offers Americans an opportunity
to prepare themselves for success-
ful interactions with actors of the
world stage, by allowing their
students and staff to gain a greater
appreciation for cultures that they
comeinto contact withevery day, as
does Ohlonewith our largeforeign
student body.

Come join Ohlone today in
celebrating the enrichment that we
receive by our Egyptian students.



FEATURES

November 19, 2009 MONITOR D

Alice not found in this ‘Rabbit Hole’

By KELSEY BLOOM
Saff writer

Is there a correct way to grieve? Is there a
right way to feel? This is the question boldly
and searingly proposed by The OhlonePerform-
ing Arts stunning production of Rabbit Hole,
the 2006 Pulitzer Prize winning play by David
Lindsay-Abaire.

The plot of Rabbit Hole is very much a
cliché by soap opera standards. It focuses on
the enormous strain on afamily brought about
by the death of a young child. It has bitter
squabbles, miscommunication, violent out-
bursts, denial, suspicion and grief. Everything
you would expect from an episode of “Days
of Our Lives.”

However, what sets this play apart from all
those is the heart-wrenching realism and au-
thenticity of how a mere cast of five characters
reacts to these massive challenges.

These types of dramas almost always have
a certain equation to them, the characters are
expected by the audienceto react acertain way
to these situations. A mother coping with the
loss of ayoung child is expected to be erratic
and wildly emotional, or to still feel that way,
but to express those emotions carefully and
subtlety. Becca (played by Stacey Lynn Bell)
is not them, Becca is devoid of all emotion
entirely, an android.

This is not how a mother reacts to a dead
son? She is supposed to show the world her
pain, to proveto the world how much sheloves
her son.It is hard not for the audience to deny
these reactions as poor writing or poor acting.
But as the show goes on, with the characters
dutifully trudging through their daily lives, the
facade starts to chip away.

We learn that Becca is not an android, in
fact, sheisall too human. It becomes painfully
obviousthat, asthe matriarch of thefamily, she
isaccustomed to alwaysbeing in control of her
world, agreat sourceof strengthto her eccentric
mother and insecure sister.

Itis for those very reasons that she is terrified

by the prospect that her emotions will turn
her into a smoldering heap of rubble. She
is a woman so terrified by her own grief
that she denies it, tries to purge it from
herself, lest she fail herself and the family
that depends on her.

Althoughthisplay hascharactersdisplay-
ing emotions and reactions that may seem
alien to some of us, it works becauseit has
authenticity. Although we may think that
wewould never react toacrisisinacertain
way, beit in adramaor reality, we are that
way because we are all individuals.

The cause and effect of these characters
interactionsand crisesthey face, their emo-
tional equation, isshowninaway that isso
very authentic. The audience understands
that althoughthey might react acertainway,
it is because they are not the characters. It
isaplay that makes empathy accessible to
all people, not just those whom the story
relates to.

The essence of thisplay is peacefulness
andunderstanding. It showsusthat aspeople
trying to solve the problem that is our own
lives, we must step back and realizethat we
areall different, andreact tothingsdifferent
ways. ltteachesus, stunningly, that empathy
isour greatest tool of communication. When
we understand each other, we understand
ourselves.

Despiteall that, thiswasstill aproduction
of the Ohlone Performing arts, and as usual
there are certain variables in the play that
are left to their creative control; lighting,
staging, sets, blocking, acting, etcetera.

They were atotal afterthought, not even
worthnoticing. Why? They were flawless, in
every category. All that could be perceived
on stage that night were artists, doing art
the right way, the true way, and my, was
it beautiful.

TheRabbit Hol eiscontinuing next week-
end on Nov. 19-21 @ § p.m. in Ohlone’s
Theatre. Tickets are on sale at the Box Office
which can be reached at (510) 659-6031.

The Nature of Conflict

Brenda Ahntholz, Speech and Communications professor will
present a Brown Bag Seminar entitled Nature of Conflict in Les-
bian Relationships. The Seminar will focus on her master’s thesis
from the University of Northern lowa. Qualitative data in the
form of interviews showed her that the primary path to intimacy
between lesbian couples is communication.
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Professor Kenney Mencher’s art classes have put together this
montage of a scene from ‘The Rabbit Hole.’

Winter Showcase

By MANIKA CASTERLINE
Opinions editor

Theannua Winter Dance Show-
caseperformedtoasoldout Ohlone
NUMMI Theater just last year.

Thisyear promisestodeliver the
sameresoundingly magical momen-
tum. It will also highlight thetalent
of over 100 Ohlone dancers.

Ohlone’s Dance department
will exhibit the diversity of dance
through a severa styles and tech-
niques. It will feature several jazz,
tap, contemporary, salsa, ballroom,
and possibly ahip hip group that is
currently in Taiwan.

Blissand iLLusion dance com-
panies will also each have an act
within the showcase.

The music that will accom-
pany the performances ranges
from mainstream pop to atrack off
of Michael Buble's latest release
“Crazy Love”

“The spring production is more
about the bells and whistles while
the winter showcase is more in-
formal,” according to Director of
Dance, Janel Tomblin-Brown.

Dancers from the showcase are
will be donning items from their
personal wardrobes for their cos-
tumes.

While the Winter Showcase
seems like a low key affair, some
of the dance teachers are basing
performancesin the showcase as a
final for their dance students.

This ensures grueling dance se-
quencesand heart racing beatswith
artisticdrive. All for the enjoyment
of the comunity.

Thewinter showcasewill beheld
attheNUMMI Theater inOhlone's
Smith Center for the Performing
Arts on Dec. 3,4 and 5 at 8 p.m.
Ticketsarefor $10 and proceedsgo
to fund the Ohlone College dance
department.
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