
Opinion
2  monitor  March 11, 2010

 Offices are located in Room 5310 on campus, 43600 Mission Blvd., Fremont 94539-
5884. Call (510) 659-6075. Fax:  (510) 659-6076. E-mail:  monitor@ohlone.cc.ca.us

Opinions expressed in the Monitor are those of the respective authors and are not 
necessarily those of the staff, the college or the Associated Students of Ohlone College. 
Unsigned editorials reflect the majority view of staff members. Advertising material is 
printed herein for informational purposes and is not to be construed as an expression 
of endorsement or verification of such commercial ventures by the staff or college.

The Monitor is funded by the district, by the Associated Students of Ohlone College, 
and through advertising revenue.  

The Monitor is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, Journalism Association of 
Community Colleges, Community College Journalism Association, California Newspaper 
Publishers Association, College Media Advisers and Society of Newspaper Design.

1986
1989
1992

Regional Pacemaker
1988

Journalism Association
of Community Colleges

General Excellence
Fall 1994

General Excellence
Fall 2000

General Excellence
Fall 2004

General Excellence
Fall 2005

Associated Collegiate Press /
National Scholastic Press Association

All American
1984
1987
1990

1985
1988
1991

Opinion

Editors in chief:	 Jeff Weisinger
		  Kyle Stephens
News editor:		  Manika Casterline
Opinion editor:	 Anna Biaritz Roldan
Features editor:	 Jillian Sanchez
Sports editor:		 Nick Zambrano
Photo editor:		  Jacque Orvis
Online editor:		 Max Stephens
Staff writers:		  Ean Tajeron
Tina Karimi, Noah Levin, Nazia Mastan, 
Kathryn Dixon, Christy Marovich, Cyndy 
Patrick, Beena Dhonchak, Cynthia Velas-
quez, Blair Ruppert, Dave Sheffer, Jessie 
Worden, Hyder Abkhan, Nichele Ryles
Photographers:	 Alex Glanville, 
Japneet Kaur, Denesha Zago, Allie Drago,  
Amy Kent, Kevin Williams, Joseph David, 
David Epperson
Sophia Vaughn, Kevin Yin, Joseph Rivera, 
Joseph Fiorez, Jessie Worden
Ad manager:		  Anna Biaritz Roldan
Ad staff:		  Christy Marovich

		
Inez Black

Adviser:		  Bill Parks
Printer:		  F-P Press

Campus Comment > > > 

Those Oscar gowns: Red faces on the red carpet

What did you think of the Academy Awards?

Kelsey Gobber
PSYCHOLOGY
“‘Avatar’ made a stand last 
night!”

Jennifer Ellisen
SCIENCE
“I thought the right movies won.”

Randy Martinez
NURSING
“I was glad Sandra Bullock won  
best actress.”

Stephanie Martinez
NURSING
“‘Avatar’ should have won.”

Ria Dhar
COMPUTER ENGINEERING
“There were thoughtful speeches.”

By Ashley mckenzie
Culture Columnist

Although I don’t usually write for 
the opinions section, when it came 
to an opinion on Oscar dresses, I 
couldn’t keep my mouth shut. 

To start off on a high note, Pe-
nelope Cruz looked gorgeous in her 
merlot-colored Donna Karan Cou-
ture gown. The pleating in the dress 
was so simple, yet it did so much for 
her figure it was astonishing. This 
gown made Cruz look very classic, 

elegant, graceful and regal.
Sandra Bullock looked sensa-

tional this year. She wore a Markasa 
gown, unlike anything I had ever 
seen. The top was made up of a nude 
fabric that had delicate silver bead-
ing sewn on in the shape of florals, 
while the velvet bottom fell down 
into a simple, yet elegant, train. This 
dress wasn’t like anything we’ve 
ever seen on the red carpet, from 
the color to the details; this dress 
even had a little cap sleeve. It was 
the absolute perfect dress to wear 

in which to receive the Best Actress 
award. Although, I will say, I think 
the red lipstick she chose had a 
little too much orange in it for her 
complexion. 

Talking about gowns that looked 
nothing less than tragic on the red 
carpet, the obvious place to start 
would be Zoe Saldada. While the 
top of her dress was beautiful, the 
bottom was a disaster! It looked 
like she had stolen multiple purple 
piñatas from a little girl’s birthday 
party, and sewn them to the bottom 

of her dress!  
Can somebody do me a favor, be-

cause I would really appreciate it if 
somebody can PLEASE explain to 
me why Charlize Theron had fabric 
roses on her breasts? She looked 
ridiculous! I mean, did she look in 
the mirror before she left? Did she 
get dressed in the dark? How did 
she justify walking out the door with 
those monstrosities on her boobs? 
Did nobody tell her? Does she not 
have any friends to say, “I love you, 
but you need to turn around, go back 

in the house, and try again?” I just 
don’t understand.

Sarah Jessica Parker also made 
a fashion “no-no” this year. While 
I love SJP, and usually agree with 
whatever she chooses to put on her 
back, I have to admit that when I 
saw her in this Chanel Couture, all 
I could this was say, “No! Just...
NO!”  The dress didn’t complement 
her body shape at all. She might as 
well have ripped her curtains down, 
and wrapped them around her body 

‘Avatar’s’ plot not as original as most think it is
By Anna biaritz roldan
Opinion Editor 

Most of us have heard about 
“Avatar,” the movie that practically 
made a new genre of movies. It is 
a wonder how writer and director 
James Cameron was able to create 
such an original thrilling and out-of- 
this-world experience. Or is it?

Although I was not able to watch 
the movie in 3-D, I still found “Ava-
tar’s” effects deserving to be praised 
as amazing. After watching it three 
weeks ago, I couldn't stop telling 
my friends how they too should 
watch it. Many of those I tried to 
convince told me that it's not their 
kind of movie but I tried my hard-
est to convince them. A week after 
I watched it, I got a phone call from 
my good friend Mary, who recently 

moved all the way in the Midwest. 
As we were trying to catch up, we 
started talking about “Avatar.” I 
asked her if she had seen it yet and 
she replied with an awkward “yes.” 
I then again rambled about how 
great I though it was, but she did 
not seem to agree. I asked her what 
she thought of the movie and I was 
surprised at her reply.

She brought to my attention 
something I had totally missed and 
perhaps many of you did too. She 
said the effects were great but the 
story line was just like the Disney 
movie “Pocahontas.” I stopped and 
thought, no way! But we further 
discussed it and here I am forced to 
reveal it to everyone else.

 In “Avatar,” Jake Sully and 
the other American scientists and 
soldiers pursued Pandora for its 

treasures. They believed that there 
was some kind of precious material 
and they wanted to mine the land. 
If you look at “Pocahontas,” the 
Englishmen who went to the Indians’ 
land went there in search for gold, 
and just the same they wanted to 
mine throughout the land.

In “Avatar,” the locals known 
as the Na’vi are very in touch with 
nature, believed that everything was 
connected and would not let outsid-
ers harm their land. In the process 
they denied every hearing about the 
precious material found in Pandora. 
Looking back at “Pocahontas,” the 
Indians were also in touch with 
nature and just as lyrics of the song 
“Colors of the Wind,” from the 
“Pocahontas” original sound track 
says, “The rainstorm and the river 
are my brothers. The heron and the 

otter are my friends, and we are all 
connected to each other, in a circle, 
in a hoop that never ends.” They 
believed that all life on Earth is con-
nected. Also, in “Pocahontas” the 
natives denied the presence of gold 
in their land, as they had no clue to 
its presence and value.

 Moving onto another similarity, 
as “Avatar’s” leading female Na’vi, 
Neytiri meets Jake Sully and intro-
duces him to Pandora. She shows 
him how she communicates with 
their mother nature they call Eiwa by 
connecting herself to one of the trees 
in the forest. These events can also 
be found in “Pocahontas,” where 
lead character Pocahontas meets 
Englishman John Smith, shows him 
around the forest and introduces him 
to Grandma Willow, who happens 
to be a tree.

 In both movies the locals, Neytiri 
and Pocahontas, and the invaders or 
explorers Jake Sully and John Smith, 
despite a sour first meeting, eventu-
ally fall in love with their respective 
counterparts.

So much for the spoiler from my 
friend Mary’s keen observation that 
also spoiled her own “Avatar” view-
ing. It is quite amazing how these 
two movies are so alike. It makes 
me rethink “Avatar’s” originality, if  
Cameron ever realized the similarities, 
or if he subconsciously used the same 
storyline and was not aware of it. 

I guess it’s just too hard to come up 
with something original, especially 
with the stories already engraved in 
our culture. The chances are most 
novels, movies, and stories of all 
sorts are one way or another similar 
to another work.
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