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— OPINION

Those Oscar gowns: Red faces on the red carpet

ByASHLEY MCKENZIE
Culture Columnist

Although! don’t usually writefor
the opinions section, when it came
to an opinion on Oscar dresses, |
couldn’t keep my mouth shut.

To start off on a high note, Pe-
nelopeCruzlooked gorgeousin her
merlot-colored DonnaKaran Cou-
turegown. Thepleatinginthedress
wassosimple, yetitdidsomuchfor
her figure it was astonishing. This
gownmade Cruz look very classic,

‘Avatar’s’ plot not as original

By ANNA BIARITZ ROLDAN
Opinion Editor

Most of us have heard about
“Avatar,” themoviethat practically
made a new genre of movies. It is
a wonder how writer and director
James Cameron was able to creste
suchanoriginal thrilling and out-of-
this-world experience. Or isit?

Although | wasnot abletowatch
themoviein3-D, | still found“ Ava-
tar's’ effectsdeservingtobepraised
as amazing. After watching it three
weeks ago, | couldn't stop telling
my friends how they too should
watch it. Many of those | tried to
convince told me that it's not their
kind of movie but | tried my hard-
est to convince them. A week after
| watched it, | got aphone call from
my good friendMary, who recently
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Kelsey Gobber
PSYCHOLOGY

“* Avatar’ made a stand last
night!”

elegant, graceful and regal.
Sandra Bullock looked sensa-
tiona thisyear. SheworeaMarkasa
gown, unlike anything | had ever
seen. Thetopwasmadeup of anude
fabricthat had delicate silver bead-
ing sewn on in the shape of florals,
while the velvet bottom fell down
intoasimple, yetelegant, train. This
dress wasn't like anything we've
ever seen on the red carpet, from
the color to the details; this dress
even had alittle cap sleeve. It was
the absolute perfect dress to wear

moved all the way in the Midwest.
As we were trying to catch up, we
started talking about “Avatar.” |
asked her if she had seeniit yet and
shereplied with an awkward “yes.”
| then again rambled about how
great | though it was, but she did
not seem to agree. | asked her what
she thought of the movie and | was
surprised at her reply.

She brought to my attention
something | had totally missed and
perhaps many of you did too. She
said the effects were great but the
story line was just like the Disney
movie*Pocahontas.” | stopped and
thought, no way! But we further
discussed it and here | am forced to
reved it to everyone else.

In “Avatar,” Jake Sully and
the other American scientists and
soldiers pursued Pandora for its

Jennifer Ellisen
SCIENCE
“1 thought the right movies won.”

inwhichtoreceivetheBestActress
award. Although, | will say, | think
the red lipstick she chose had a
little too much orangein it for her
complexion.

Talking about gownsthat |ooked
nothing less than tragic on the red
carpet, the obvious place to start
would be Zoe Saldada. While the
top of her dress was beautiful, the
bottom was a disaster! It looked
like she had stolen multiple purple
pifiatas from alittle girl’s birthday
party, and sewn them to the bottom

treasures. They believed that there
was somekind of precious material
and they wanted to mine the land.
If you look at “Pocahontas,” the
Englishmenwhowenttothelndians
land went there in search for gold,
and just the same they wanted to
mine throughout the land.

In “Avatar,” the locals known
asthe Na'vi are very in touch with
nature, believedthat everythingwas
connected and would not let outsid-
ers harm their land. In the process
they denied every hearing about the
preciousmaterial foundin Pandora.
Looking back at “Pocahontas,” the
Indians were aso in touch with
nature and just aslyrics of the song
“Colors of the Wind,” from the
“Pocahontas’ original sound track
says, “The rainstorm and the river
are my brothers. The heron and the

Randy Martinez
NURSING

“| was glad Sandra Bullock won
best actress.”

of her dress!

Cansomebody domeafavor, be-
cause| wouldreally appreciateit if
somebody can PLEASE explainto
mewhy Charlize Theronhad fabric
roses on her breasts? She looked
ridiculous! | mean, did shelook in
the mirror before she left? Did she
get dressed in the dark? How did
shejustify walkingout thedoor with
those monstrosities on her boobs?
Did nobody tell her? Does she not
haveany friendstosay, “| loveyou,
but you needtoturnaround, goback

in the house, and try again?’ | just
don’t understand.

Sarah Jessica Parker also made
afashion “no-no” thisyear. While
| love SJP, and usually agree with
whatever she choosesto put on her
back, | have to admit that when |
saw her in this Chanel Couture, all
| could this was say, “No! Just...
NO!" Thedressdidn’t complement
her body shape at al. She might as
well haveripped her curtainsdown,
and wrapped them around her body

Continued on Page 3

as most think it is

otter are my friends, and we are all
connected to each other, inacircle,
in a hoop that never ends.” They
believedthat all lifeon Earthiscon-
nected. Also, in “Pocahontas’ the
natives denied the presence of gold
intheir land, as they had no clueto
its presence and value.

Moving onto another similarity,
as“Avatar’'s’ leading femaleNa' vi,
Neytiri meets Jake Sully and intro-
duces him to Pandora. She shows
him how she communicates with
their mother naturethey call Eiwaby
connectingherself tooneof thetrees
in the forest. These events can also
be found in “Pocahontas,” where
lead character Pocahontas meets
Englishman John Smith, showshim
aroundtheforestandintroduceshim
to Grandma Willow, who happens
tobeatree.

Stephanie Martinez
NURSING
“‘Avatar’ should have won.”

Inboth moviesthelocals, Neytiri
and Pocahontas, and the invaders or
explorersJake Sully and John Smith,
despite a sour first meeting, eventu-
aly fdl inlovewith their respective
counterparts.

So much for the spoiler from my
friend Mary’s keen observetion that
aso spoiled her own “Avatar” view-
ing. It is quite amazing how these
two movies are s0 dike. It makes
me rethink “Avatar’'s’ origindlity, if
Cameroneverredizedthesmilarities,
or if hesubconscioudy used thesame
storyline and was not aware of it.

| guessit’sjusttoohardtocomeup
with something original, especialy
with the stories already engraved in
our culture. The chances are most
novels, movies, and stories of dll
sorts are one way or another similar
to another work.

Ria Dhar
COMPUTER ENGINEERING
“ There were thoughtful speeches.”



