Background and Demographics: The Economy and Housing
From EDD’s Labor Market census of quarterly employment and wages specific to Fremont, Newark, and Union City, a study was done in 2008 of those area industries that best align with college programs and offer employment in the district. 

	Changing Industries in Ohlone Community College District

	
	
	

	54169
	Other Scientific and Technical Consulting Services
	506.3%

	62161
	Home Health Care Services                   
	58.7%

	54171
	Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life Sciences
	58.0%

	54151
	Computer Systems Design and Related Services
	33.4%

	81121
	Electronic and Precision Equipment Repair 
	31.5%

	54138
	Testing Laboratories                        
	21.4%

	33451
	Navigational, Measuring, Electromedical, and Control Instruments
	11.9%

	54133
	Engineering Services                        
	11.5%

	62331
	Community Care Facilities for the Elderly   
	10.3%

	54121
	Accounting, Tax Preparation, Bookkeeping, and Payroll Services
	6.2%

	71394
	Fitness and Recreational Sports Centers     
	-9.8%

	33441
	Semiconductor and Other Electronic Component Manufacturing
	-13.2%

	62441
	Child Day Care Services                     
	-14.8%

	33411
	Computer and Peripheral Equipment Manufacturing
	-18.7%


A more general look at projected employment for the Oakland-Fremont-Hayward metropolitan area reveals the emerging jobs without regard to college programs, although it is evident that many of the growing industries do align well with curricular offerings and programs. It may also inform planning for additions to the curriculum.
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	As is true throughout Silicon Valley, the largest concentration of jobs is in the mid-wage ($30,000-$80,000) range. Although the percentage of mid-wage jobs declined slightly in the Oakland-Fremont-Hayward metropolitan area since 2003, high-wage jobs almost tripled. Mid-level jobs are especially important to the community colleges because many of the mid-level jobs are accessible with an associate degree. The largest gain in mid-level wages is for fitness trainers, network systems analysts, physical therapist assistants, and respiratory therapists--all emerging industries in the Oakland-Fremont-Hayward metro area with corresponding programs at the college. Multimedia wages grew significantly, as well, and align with college programs. Two additional wage growth areas are environmental science-related and correspond with new college degree programs. 
In a study by Silicon Valley’s Joint Venture, three of the largest occupational decliners were in general support services—office clerks, secretaries, and customer service representatives—while large job gains were in skilled trades—electricians and plumbers.
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Wage Rate Gains in Select Mid-Wage Occupations

(Those occupations identified as mid-wage in 2007)

 

2010 Mean Annual Wage

Projected Wage Change 2008-2018

Actual Wage Change 2007-2010

Network Systems Analysts

$84,770

36.7%

8.9%

Network Systems Administrators

$81,607

9.9%

2.4%

Accountants

$78,246

15.4%

15.8%

Computer Programmers

$76,582

-14.1%

-1.0%

Environmental Scientists and Specialists

$74,378

11.7%

6.4%

Multi-media Artists and Animators

$72,002

17.0%

2.9%

Electrical and Electronic Repairers

$71,138

2.1%

9.3%

Respiratory Therapists

$71,132

27.8%

4.5%

Interior Designers

$65,120

0.0%

9.7%

Real Estate Sales Agents

$60,349

12.2%

2.4%

Computer Support Specialists

$58,438

4.9%

7.7%

Electrical and Electronic Engineering Techs

$57,519

-3.8%

1.4%

Environmental Engineering Techs

$55,465

13.3%

-1.3%

Physical Therapist Assistants

$53,894

33.3%

-7.8%

Bookkeeping and Accounting Clerks

$42,882

6.3%

7.4%

Fitness Trainers and Aerobics Instructors

$42,336

40.0%

10.9%

Childcare Workers

$24,027

10.6%

6.5%

More so than the rest of Alameda County, the college district residents are more likely to live in a single family home rather than in a residence built for multiple families. Union City has more than twice the number of residents living in mobile homes than the county average. The district (6.7%) also has a lower vacancy rate than the county average (7.6%). However, households in all three district cities average more persons per household than the average.
Area Housing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Fremont
	
	Newark
	
	Union City
	
	Alameda County

	Residents
	200,932
	
	41,617
	
	70,242
	
	1,457,095

	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	Housing Units
	   
	
	 
	
	     
	
	        

	  Total Units
	70,122
	
	13,666
	
	21,542
	
	563,011

	  Single
	49,954
	
	11,070
	
	16,718
	
	344,086

	  Multiple
	19,420
	
	2,596
	
	3,747
	
	211,136

	  Mobile Homes
	724
	
	0
	
	1,062
	
	7,135

	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	Owner Occupied
	42,792
	
	9.291
	
	14,739
	
	291,316

	Renter Occupied
	22,740
	
	3,451
	
	5,217
	
	228,780

	Vacant
	4,590
	
	924
	
	1,586
	
	42,915

	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Persons per household
  Owner Occupied
	3.13
	
	3.35
	 
	3.47
	 
	2.93

	  Renter Occupied
	2.82
	
	2.98
	
	3.44
	
	2.50


	Types of households

	
	
	
	

	
	Fremont
	Newark
	Union City

	Married couple families
	64.4%
	59.9%
	67.3%

	Other Families
	13.1%
	19.6%
	16.3%

	People living alone
	17.4%
	15.7%
	12.6%

	Non-family households
	5.1%
	4.8%
	3.8%


Of particular significance to a college district is the high educational attainment level of the district residents. It is reasonable to assume that the higher the percentage of college-educated residents, the greater the expectation for children to attend college and the greater the expectation for the college to educate with excellence. More than half (56.1%) of Fremont residents 25 years of age or older possess one or more college degrees, compared to the county average of 47.1% and the national average of 34.9%. However, residents of Newark (40.1%) and Union City (44.6%) fall below the county average. Demographically, these are areas with large Hispanic populations, which are an under-represented college group.
	Educational Attainment (Population 25 years and older)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Alameda County
	Fremont
	Newark
	Union City

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	  Less than high school
	14.3%
	9.0%
	16.2%
	16.0%

	  High school graduate
	20.6%
	19.4%
	25.8%
	23.9%

	  Some college
	18.0%
	15.4%
	17.9%
	15.4%

	  Associate's degree
	7.2%
	7.2%
	10.1%
	7.9%

	  Bachelor's degree
	23.9%
	27.7%
	22.1%
	26.2%

	  Graduate or professional degree
	16.0%
	21.2%
	7.9%
	10.7%


The diversity of the district is illustrated by the number of homes where English is not the first language spoken. Compared to a national average of 19.6% and a state average of 42.2%, 54.5% of Fremont homes communicate using a language other than English. Although the rate is lower in Newark (52.6%) and higher in Union City (61.5%), overall more than half of all homes represent a non-English background and culture.
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	Languages Spoken at Home

	
	
	
	

	
	Fremont
	Newark
	Union City

	English
	45.5%
	47.4%
	38.5%

	Spanish
	9.8%
	23.8%
	16.2%

	Other European
	15.4%
	11.4%
	13.4%

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	28.3%
	16.5%
	31.1%

	Other Languages
	1.0%
	0.9%
	0.9%


All three cities in the district have higher median income levels than the county, the state, or the national averages. The median income level in Fremont is 85% higher than the national average, but that gain must be tempered by the fact that the cost of living in the greater Silicon Valley is also 47% higher than the national average. 
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