ENGLISH 151A
Sentences: Part 1 (Understanding Simple Sentences)
Name: ___________________________
Class & Section: 151A- ____

Instructor: _______________________

Directions: Bring your completed sentence activity to the ELC counter, get an answer key from
the ELC staff, check your answers and write the number correct out of the total in the space
provided above.
Underline each simple subject once and each simple predicate (verb) twice.
1. Murasaki Shikibu lived about 1,000 years ago in Japan.
2. Many experts consider her book The Tale of Genji the first novel.
3. The book tells the story of Prince Genji, the “Shining One.”
4. Murasaki’s novel and diary are still read today.
5. She described and analyzed human emotions with great insight.
6. Murasaki was unusual for her time.
7. She had been well educated.
8. Unlike many women of her time, she read and wrote.
9. At the time in Japan, men and women used different writing systems and writing styles.
10. Women were allowed a freer, less formal style of writing.
11. Murasaki used lovely images from nature in her work.
12. Few facts are known about Murasaki’s life, outside of her writings.
13. According to some sources, Murasaki married and had a daughter.
14. After her husband’s death, she went to live at the Japanese court.
15. Music, poetry, and gossip were pastimes of the court.
16. Women lived in separate quarters and hid behind screens.
17. Murasaki’s writings give great insight into the life of the court.
18. Her long novel about Genji was written over a period of many years.
19. Prince Genji’s life and loves are described in the book.
20. According to some, the end of the novel shows Murasaki’s belief in Buddhism and in the
vanity of the world.
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ENGLISH 151A
Sentences: Part 2 (Recognizing Sentences)
Name: ___________________________
Class & Section: 151A- ____

Instructor: _______________________

Directions: Bring your completed sentence activity to the ELC counter, get an answer key from
the ELC staff, check your answers and write the number correct out of the total in the space
provided above.
For each Group of words write S if it is a sentence or NS if it is not a sentence.

1. I was distracted while I was doing my homework.

________

2. A blast of warm air.

________

3. Two cardinals were nesting in a bush nearby.

________

4. Rabbits in the backyard.

________

5. My cat watches them warily.

________

6. A long, lazy afternoon watching the birds.

________

7. Creeping toward the garage door.

________

8. All of a sudden the squirrel came out of nowhere.

________

9. The biggest one landing in the birdbath.

________

10. My eyes were as wide as saucers.

________

11. Get up slowly.

________

12. Unhooking the cat’s claws from the screen.

________

13. I diverted her attention with a kitty treat.

________

14. Brightly colored butterflies.

________

15. There could be a short story here.

________
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